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SECdND PERIOD. 



I Governor of Sclude now hoped to push the couiitry 
«pid]y forwnrd to prosperity, bul a terrible enemy inter- 
fxisi-tl: pcstileuae suddenly blighted llie growth of civilization, 
li Ottine with e\TeepiDg force, striking down Uie collectors 
uid their subordinates and paralyzing the whole action of 
lie execouve. Revenue sunk, cultivation nearly ceased, the 
public works were arrested for want of hands, and the troops 
iiFut down like corn before u driving blast: liiere was not a 
buuilred men or officers able to stand in arms ! The raor- 
'iili[y was not indeed gre^t. but lassitude, and despondency 
i.'xpretisible, bowed mind and body, and suicides were fre- 

NiTit, In this helpless state dangers arose on every side. 
I \u- mountain Beiooch tribes, some of which had before 

'i:iaieni*d marauding, suddenly became menacing; the 
! iiiijaub troubles were augmenting on the frontier, and in 
liiJia the powerful state of Gwalior was openly provoking 
"". The vouflger Talpoor princes, who had escaped cap- 
liiiiy, were striving to excite the Beloocheea of iho plinns 

iiw moro to battle; Ali Moorad's fidelity became suspected ; 
Vol III. B 
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and more poaiuvoly than ever it was reported by spies that 
the Affghans of Caodtthftr were ready to bring back the Lion 
nud raise a religious war. Outran) was busy, proclaiming 
that the Talpoor princes at large must succeed; and the 
Bombay Times earnestly exhorted the mountaineers not 
to miss the opportunity of attacking tlio troops while pros- 
trated by sickness ! The total loss of Scinde and the de- 
struction of the army seemed at hand, was prognosticated at 
Bombay, and would have happened but for the master spirit 
at Kurrachee. 

Although stricken himself by the strange disease when he 
had but just recovered from previous illness, Charles Napier 
acted with a power commensurate to the need. Displaying 
clear views, and an imperious authority against those who 
aimed at commotion whether internally or externally, be 
menaced vengCEUice like the leader of a mighty host when 
he had not a hundred men to sustain his lofly language 1 
This made the mountain tribes pause, for they remijinbered 
how, with a handful of men and when sickness had also 
weakened his power he yet poured destruction down at 
Meeanee. Nor could the Talpoor princes stir the Sirdars of 
the plains; they reverenced their generous conqueror too 
much to he faithless, and the poorer Eeloochees had already 
perceived tliat the steady advantages of just govemmejit 
were better than precarious government by the sword. Ali 
Moorad, if he had any sinister design, bowed in submission 
at once, and tlie younger Talpoor princes, bafQed in their 
hopes, fled. Thus the new government of Scinde was with 
astonisliiag vigour borne iu safety through the crisis, and ita 
course to safety shall now be shewn, and by the man who 
steered. 

" Sir George Arthur, Oct 20th. — We are in a fearful way 
at Hydrabad, and worse at Sukkur. The sickness is, I bear, 
the same all over India. We do not lose many lives, which 
is fortunate, but neither of those garrisons con relieve their 
guards ! A thousand men are sick in the eutreuohed cunsB 



«3iid Tur.] 



EPOCH XIV, PERIOD 11.— SCISDE. 



at Hydrabod, and lliere aro only native doctora ; I Iiflve 
sent them four, but cannot spnre one more. Tlie 28lh 
Regiment here cannol parade more than 41 men, and linlf 
of those are convalcaoenls ! I trust a few weeks will im- 
prove UB or the whole force in Soinde will be helpless. The 
cunnury people are as ill os we are, no workman can be had. 
Can yon send me medical men ? our's are all ill ; Shikarpoor 
bos not one, and a bundred men are in hospital : sixteen 
hundred are ill at Sukkur with only two Jootors I Two 
thousand eight fanndred are sick at Hydrabad, and only two 
duclore able to work ! 

" November 2nd. — The sickness is confined to tlie banks 
of the river, say for ten miles on each side, and In all parts 
where the iniindation extended; but I do not hear that it 
ia ID the hills. It is n heavy infliction upon us: the whole 
army of the Indus is fairly floored. 

" 8th- — I am impatient for the return of Dr. Fltzgeruld 

from Sukkur, when we shall at last send the camel corps to 

nge the right bank of the Indus, where the robbers will 

1 abound unless I prevent them ; tliis should have been 

llfiaoe long since but for our being all down with sickness. 

Doctor Wight writes, tliat in all his practice he never wit- 

nevsed such sickness ; the natives are all floored, and in the 

_- .mnth of Scinde the collectors say the crops are abandoned : 

iM^M whole population has fever and numbers ore dyiug, 

^nAicb, thank Gud ! our people ore not doing. The robbers 

' wt getting pretty bold on the H^ht bonk, but my pro- 

puatious are not yet developed, we are nnable to move a 

nuui owing to tliis terrible sickness." 

" latli. — The aSih are done up: getting better, but out 
of 430 rank and file not one bundred cim stand on parade, 
and not 50 could march I I have thought it good tfl ask 
ton 10 let the whole take avoyage as the 17tb Regiment did 
with good effect: an idea has struck me that if you sent 
th«n to Kamh, where tlio papers say a force is to go, it 
tujgbl moke ibem useful and save ihcm at the same time. 
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For I suppose as Karali is a small island il is bealthv, and 
these invalids could fight though unahle lo march. Out of 
three cavalry regiments a hundred men only were able to 
march U> Ahmed Klian, a place I went to try as a sanitary 
camp: il is nearly west of Hydrabad, and I hove sent 
Simpson there with what force ho can move. This will also 
shew the chaps in the hills that we are not all dead ! " 

In the midst of tliis distress the public works constaotly 
occupied his mind, for he foresaw and foretold the immense 
importance of Scinde and Kurrachee for the advantage of 
Bombay; and he laboured in that view while the faction 
there was striving by all means to thwart him. 

" The same. 1 6th. — You know Kurrachee was my hobby 
long before I came to Scinde, and now that I know the 
place I am more sanf^uine than ever. I am going to put in 
force the Bombay custom-house regulations, for our inter- 
course will be so intimate that the same rules should prevail 
at botJi to facilitate mercantile afiaira. The mole which I 
have not only proposed but begun, confident that Lord 
Ellenhorougb will sanction it, will enable troops stores and 
merchandise to land with perfect ease, independent of tJdos: 
and my hopes are that we shall be able to communicate with 
Bombay all the year round. This is too nautical a question 
for me to speak of, but I shall examine the bar well and find 
out if we cannot cut it away: such things have been done I 
suppose, and if not it Js n reason Uie more for trying now. 

" I think we shall easily ciil a canal from this to Tattah 
by the Gara Creek, and it is yet to be proved that we can- 
not turn the course of the Indus into that creek and fix it 
there. I have already, on a small scale, proved that we can 
control this river and direct its course; and a branch 
thrown off to the neighbourhood of this town would be of 
much importance. Suez, Bombay, and Kurrachee, will hit 
Caleuttu hard before twenty years pass; but Bombay will 
boat Kurrachee, and be tlie Liverpool if not the London of 
India. Meantime I confine my ambition tu the mole, ■ 
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wpc, if not to fipisb it, to leave it so tliat no man can 

ingle my child : it is nil I can do for Scinde I fear ere 

■jr lime closes, I hare begun a stone tridge over Lhe 

illftillefl near Hydrabad, wbich will bring the great eaBtem 

i Omorcole, where India muBt take it np nud carry it 

It through tlie desert. I have directed Captain Baker to go 

It vith the canals between the Indus and the Narra; and 

where the Narra breaks away from the Indus down through 

Scinde even to Cuich, passing by Oniercote. If we can turn 

tbe water down to Omereote, we can probably, turn it into 

the desert towards the east and so lighten the difficulties of 

the road. 

" There are fine hills which I crossed on my march to 
Emaam Ghur, they stretch along tlie Narra far south ; no 
map shews these hills, and dl that great tract of country is 
now desert ; but no desert by nature, for it is full of vege- 
ution too luxuriant to be so destitute of water as is ima- 
gioed. I long to have Captain Baker's report on it; tlie job 
<m my hands was too dangerous for exploring when there, or 
1 would have baited a week on those hills aud sent officers 
in all directions: I am sure much of that couutry will be 
fuuod fertile, and not unhealthy for a hot climate. This 
grand scheme of irrigation will I hope be well execntod hy 
Baker, who was chosen by Lord ElJenhorough especially, 
and appears to me to enter well into the spirit of his work. 
He IS now making a road from Shikarpoor to Sukkuv, which 
1 am anxious about in order to make that track an asylum 
for tbuse who are fugitives from the hill robber-tribes. 
When a good road connects Shikarpoor with Victoria on 
the Iitdut agriculture and commerce will increase. The 
giving up Shikarpoor was tite only part of Lord Ellen- 
boniugh's policy towards Scinde that I wished otherwise, 
and DOW my schemes will go on there, and lie seems eager 
about them: hut I am chocked at every point by the want 
of engincors, and by sickness ; neitlier science nor labour 
con be hnd, both being ratlter essential for public works ! 
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" Colonel Jervis, Engineer. — I expect u> be a be^oi 
your plan of a prison ere long. Can'l you persecute the 
direclors to execute your railway ? Rait-aica^ till they do I 
Scinde is their own, and will in a few years ^ve tbeiB 
million sterling. 
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"Gen. Simpson, November 18th. — Nothing has 
done, or can be done at Sukkur for want of 
Engineer nod all the workmen sick : the land in ita I( 
and breadth is an hospiiaJ ! 

" Nusseer Khun. — Highness, I have received yoar letter" 
— an insolent reproach concocted for liim at Bombay. "You 
say truly, I did return to you your sword on tlie field of 
battle, not because you had displayed any courage but ibal 
I pitied yotir misfortune. I also promised to treat you with 
the respect due to a conquered prince. You were so treated, 
and in return have sent written statements to my govern- 
ment filled with falsehoods against the army under my 
command. Your highness well knows how you would liave 
been treated by an Asiatic conqueror, and bow you were 
treated by a British soldier. But your highness knows 
more than this ! You know that you and your family bad, 
in open durbar, expressed your intoution to massacre my 
army and to torture me had victory been on your side ! 
This causes no anger in my breast ; it is your mode of 
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^^■jn though it is not ours. But your false complaints 

^^Kiiiut mvaeir and my comrtides is a very diiferent and far 

^^BDUBe tualter. The first would Lace been a harsh use of 

^^Heiury, the last is & disgracerul return Ibr more humane 

conduct : it causes me to request I may have no further 

correapondeDce with one for whose character I do not feel 

any respect. 

" Bombay governor in council, November 22nd. — 
Honourable Sir. In forwarding the enclosed memorials 
from llie widows of Majors Teesdale and Jackson, for ttie 
Honourable Court of Directors, few words are required from 
me. The conduct of Major Teesdalo ere he fell was 
gllorious beyond that of any man I ever saw die ; for an 
instant I forgot the battle and looked at him with nd- 
niraiioQ. I can say no more. Mojor Jackson also fell 
Dobty. I did not witness his death, hut those who did 
speak of his unflinching courage as heroic. His regiment 
was forced back, but with tJiree brave luivildars of the 12th, 
Le stood, and they were surrounded : the regiment quickly 
rallied to their rescue, hut tliose four bold soldiers were 
Kinin I Seven Beloochees died under tlte blows dealt by these 
courageous men ere they fell ; of the seven, five were said to 
liove been killed by the hand of the powerful Major Jackson. 
No innu's sword did more towards victory on that day. 

" General Simpson, November. — If you get bold of any 
chap plundering your camels try what a flogging will do ; 
but huig the next and keep his body guarded a sufficient 
time to hinder bis people lonching it: that will make the 
etecotion more uflcctive. I am however inclined to think 
fluggJDg will have more cflect than capital punishment : 
lliey Bcrew up courage to meet death ; but when A' 
fate, takes a fancy to a cal-o -nine-tails it becomes disagree- 
able. From all I hear, a dozen lashes at most makes the 
doctrine of the Prophet very hltle heeded, and fate is not 
much iniBted ever after. Now. if you give the first thief 
eight, or even four dozen, I doubt whether Mahomet 
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himself could bring him within five miles of your camp 
after wards. 

" Sir H. Gough. — I can tell you ae mnch about the sick- 
ness as the doctors ! Malaria has long been watched by me 
in vftrioua countrips, and I published, in 1S25, a book called 
'Memoir on the Roads of Cephalonia' in which I devoted 
a ehapl«r to the subject. The cause of malaria is known 
to be decoyed vegetable matter. In a hot climate, whenever 
ground ia watered vegetation increases prodigiously; if the 
water ia cut off the sun kills the plants, and a mass of 
putrid vegetable matter sends forth its vapour and produces 
malaria. The quantity of bad air thus generated is in pro- 
portion to the surface covered by the water, and the number 
of people made ill is in the same proportion. The river 
this year rose above its ordinary level. The result was s 
vast surface of land covered by luxuriant vegetation — then 
the waters receded, hut before vegetation was affected again 
rose, rendered it more luxuriant, and again receded. A hot 
sun soon destroyed the plants and the land was covered 
with sickly exhalations: that this should ba most pesti- 
lential nearest the river is a natural result, because the vege- 
tation there being longer supplied with water was thickest 
This is a result in every part of the world where water and 
a hot sun are at work ; and whenever the Indus rises 
unuBually the autumn will be sickly in proportion. I think 
it would be good to erect barracks at Omercote for the 
troops to retire to for two months every year, as malaria is 
not likely to enter the desert. 

" General Luniley's letter asks, what measures the me- 
dical men recommend to prevent a recurrence ! Nothing in 
the power of government can prevent it ; while the Indus 
overflows its banks and rain falls malaria will prevail in 
Scinde. But it may he diminished. By cultivation which 
will substitute crops for decayed vegetable matter. By 
fining up all hollows containing stagnant water. Where 
that cannot be done without JnconTenience to the infaal 
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tanta, bv tumiDg tho ponds into tanks nitb sides of ma- 
sonry. By building goud barracks, especially for the 
Eiiropenns. The stench of a low bail barrack is in the 
morning borriblc. No European barracks should be less than 
thirty feet bigh ; the number of men should be painted on ibe 
doors, and officers in command held responsible for this 
being observed. Tbe beat of this country is tremendous, 
niid if men hove not thick walla and lofty rooms sickness 
is iaevi table. Such barracks are expensive no doubt: so 
^upB sick soldiers ; so are dead t<oldiers. But tbe diSeronce 
^Hf these expences is, tbat tbe Urst is once and done with ; 
^^Bb second goes on increasing like compound interest, and 
^Hnckly outstrips tbe capital. 

^^t. " Sir Robert Sale. — On arriving at Sukkur you are to 
^Rdte commaud of tbe troops there ; and my plan is to have 
IS few detachments as possible, and those to be directly re- 
ported to me if unforeseen circumstances demand that a 
dnachment should be sent out without waiting for orders. 
The collectors are constantly wanting tbe assistance of 
troops, which I never give tiiem : they must apply to tho 
poUce for help, and if tbe police get tijrasbed I am sorry 
for it. This of course applies only to the collection of 
revouue : if an enemy comes upon us from without I have 
00 instruotions to give, well aware that none are necessary 
where yoa hold tbe command. 

" Sir O. Arthur, December. — Much obliged for the 'blue 
book,' bat have not bad time to read a word. Lord Ellen- 
boroogb tells me that Outram has ' ohviougli/ had great in- 
/fuencr.' Now about the Sikhs. There are but two states in 
ubieb men can be honorably left alone, viz. a perfectly savage, 
or rather wild state, where good sense directs them in a great 
measure, like tbe North American Indians. Secondly where 
l^-amch honesty and great happiness dwell. But the balf-and- 
f barbaric state, where splendour and riches and extreme 
nw an uoneeutrated for the enjoyment of one, or a few 
ji where, occasionally when be or they fall, a wild 
B 8 
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ftrmy burets upon the country like a horrid peetilence. 
& stnte is a publiir nuisance ngaiust whicli no frontier state 
can provide securely otherwise than by seizing the mis- 
governed land. Where might is right the most mighty 
has the most right ! I am therefore of opinion that the 
Funjaub must soon be taken by us. At the same time I 
do not see the same necessity there w»8 in Scinde, because 
we have a distinct frontier in the Sutlege ; and as Lord E. 
hns been bo atrociously attacked for his policy towards 
Scinde, I think be will leave the Sikhs alone, if tbey will 
let him alone. 

" As to Outraro, the next subject in your letter, T am in 
no controversy with him ; it was to avoid that I cut short 
our acquuntance. I assure you I bear Outrnm no ill will. 
I am altogether disappointed in the judgment I formed of 
his high feelings, and regret bis going wrong, not even now 
tliinking he does it intentionally but misled by his extreme 
vanity. 

"This country is perfectly quiet and perfectly sick. I 
sent some horse and foot under Simpson into the hills to 
check the robbers, who were shewing their teetL ; I also 
wanted to try a high place, clear of the river miasma, and 
having as I heard good air and good water. Tho robbers 
have ever since been quiet ; the water on the hills at Ahmed 
Khan is excellent and plentiful, the air pure and cooL I ex- 
pected improvement of health despite of a somewhat fatiguing 
march, but hear that Simpson is himself ill. Medical men 
tell me the Sepoys will recover from^ckness, the Europeans 
not. I am myself, I believe, amongst the few instances of 
recovery, yet I feel the effect on the springs. If the Sepoys 
do not recover the army is disabled; for every man nearly 
has been in hospital ! My belief is that not a single man or 
officer has escaped in any regiment at Sukkur and Hy- 
drabad ! Above seven thousand are now actually in hos- 
pital. The poor inhabitants are much worse, and die llk< 
rotten sheep : the very animals suffer ; eight hundred c 
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\ died in six weeks at Sukktir witltout apparent cause. I will 

I do all iLttt is possible to dimiuiiili tbe force in Scintle ffbeD 

I the Panjaub is quiet ; [ill then we must be prepared for on 

outbreak. 

" My camel corps will soon be camelixed, and I expect 
moch from it in keeping the mountain tribes in order ; and 
froin the Scinde Iiorse also — especially if Lord E. will let 
1 form a second regiment, — indeed such service as will 
Ldutble me to give you many regiments. Tbia epidemic has 
ffied me in everytiiiug, but I Bhall now get on. I never 
e patience in sucli matters, though I do when things faU 
a people not bestirring themaelveB ; and I see no reftson 
why we should be patient with tliose who from mere lazi- 
ness won't work. Twenty of my police lately met sixty 
planderers under a celebrated chief; they fought and Uie 
mountaineers ivero beolen. The police bad two men 
wounded and three or four horses killed, and say they 
killed ten enemies, which is undoubtedly a he; but I am 
quite satisfied that they really fought and beat on enemy. 
Poor Simpson is ill and has come back from Aluued Khan. 
I regret his having beea obliged to do this as his marcb 
had stopped the marauding ; if he could liave staid a fort- 
night longer the camel corps would have hL'eD out : now it 
is to be feared that the hill chaps will gather pluck for awhile. 
" Hace you no conscience? What a question to ask 
I govOTDor 1 No, to be sure I have not. Did you ever 
f of a governor who had? He would, if discovered, 
I and sent to the Museum ! However so far as I 
Jly concerned drying would be unnecessary, 
8 done that ; I feel like a mummy vivanl, travelling 
to Bee the difference between posterity and the times of 
Sesostrisl flowever, whatever I am, ' no coDscIenae about 
Djnnocre troubles me.' I send you my rough draft of a 
r to Lord EUenborough ; it will shew you what I pro- 
e in Ihe way of works, civil and military : it is an answer 
ft ■ letter of his, asking what has been done ? The ooly 
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thing done, or floing, for the Inst five months, has ! 
drinking quiniiiG. Not a nifvn, engineer, cooly, or Biggg 
has been able to do more thun walk to hospital. 
a good lighthouse much. My nephews say, their fatl| 
got one for the Cape — I think IVora Marseilles, iind apoi 
new French priDciple. Waddington, my cMef engioM 
seems to approve of it, and there is one invented at Madras 
which hehkes: that i a — to one he has only ten thousand 
ohjections, to the other ten thousimd nnd a-half! I am 
going to give him the report for comments that I may seouri; 
having every possible objection. 

December I-3th. — AUMoorad Is growing saucy, and there 
are sundry rumours which make me keep a sharp look-out. 
I 3fnd you copy of my letter to Ali, and if he does any- 
thing insulting, which is not unhkely, I shall attack him at 
once. I send the sick Europeans by the ' Queen ' to save 
lime, which to them, poor fellows, is important Dr. Wight 
snys about seven thousand Sepoys must go to Bombay. 
This is a serious affair, because my rupture with Ah Aloorad 
would require all the men I could collect; nnd from Canda- 
bar comes information that all the great jaghidars of Scinde 
have written to Shere Mohamed, saying, if the Affghans 
will come down they will rise to a man and make a religious 
war in Scinde. It is also said Ali Moorad wrote that he 
would join them, and that we were so sick that two tliou- 
sand men would finish its ! This boast he will not find bo 
easy to fulfil. While these reports are so rife and the Pun- 
jaub unsettled I cannot spare a man able to use a mus- 
quet : so much for stiffgegtions, wliich have occurred to me 
in thinking over my strength, if such a term can be appU«^H 
to tlie fearful state wo ore in. ^H 

"Ali Moorad, December 13th. — Highness. I have ^^| 
ceived a communication from you which I cannot designi^H 
other than disrespectful, if not insolent, to the Briush ri^| 
vemment. To your letter this is the answer. Listea (fl^H 
nud he wise for I am your friend. ^^| 
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"The governor-general has uplield you becnuse you 
B hidibfto been faithful to your treaties. Officers have 
I sent to mark, in uoion with your highncas's vakeels, 
■ limits of that territorj' which belongs to the British go- 
mment by right of conquest ; and the limits uf that 
I belongs to your highness. I have sent a brave and 
hnnoomfalf} officer to reside at your highnesa's court. This 
was done at tLo especial request of your highness. You 
bare by the power of the British troops been made great, 
beyond the greatness of your forefathers ; beyond what your 
iDosl sanguine expectations could have imagined ! The 
victory of Meeanee removed your rivals I 

" I hope you have not forgotten these things, but your 
letter makes me think your highness has been ill advised. 
BecoUect, that under the grasp of the governor- general you 
ire like a sparrow in the talons of on eagle. As your friend 
I give yon this caution, lest the fate of your brother should 
be that of your highness. The governor -general has set 
tnu examples before you. The Nawab, Bhawal Khan of 
Bbuwalpoor, has received Subzulcote and Bhoongbarru as a 
itwnrd for bis faithful adherence to treaties, Eoostum Khan 
of Kyrpoor has been deposed because he broke faith with 
the Britisb government. But there is a third example, 
Wtter known to your highness. The Ameer Ah Moorad, 
Klian, Tulpoor, was one of many chiefs that ruled the 
Kjrpoor ti'rritory ; be was faithful to bis treaties and his 
ere overthrown hy Englishmen, He rules now 
f £yrpoor alone and uncontrolled ! 

"Ameer! I beheve you to bo a wise prince, For this 
a I have, so far, addressed you as a friend : I must now 
k to you as the British general ! Remember Meeanee 
si Hydrabiul 1 I have now, not two but twenty thousand 
Idiers under my orders. If your highness offers the 
jgbtvat insult to the British government 1 will consider 

B an £nemy and your destruction will be inevitable. 
k" Captain Malet, December 13th,— I press jou into tiw 
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service, for tlie time is ticklish. There is some queer work 
going on secrelly in Scinde. My mind never takes long to 
ntflke up in such cases, nnd I see pretty clearly what these 
gentlemen are atout. Ali Moorad has written a saucy letter, 
which I send you a copy or, and my answer, which I beg 
of you to deliver into bis own hands and make him read it. 
1 am sure he lias no desire to quarrel with us ; but he 
drinks and hunts, and is incapable of business, conse- 
quently he falls into the hands of the chaps ahoul him. 
Now the way to deal with him is this. Having made him 
read my letter to sober hira, endeavour with all the tact you 
are master of to press upon him the necessity of his takiog 
back Sheik Ali Hussein, his old vakeel. He may give the 
sheik any fixed salary and lake any precaution to hinder 
bis robbing him, as Ali says he did before : I dare say truly. 
But Sheik Ali will keep him straight, and prevent my bom- 
barding Dejee, which would be a sore affair for Mm, If 
you can reconcile these two gentlemen the rest of your work 
will be easy ; for Sheik Ali will serve his master well iu the 
way he ought to he served, viz. keeping him true to liis 
treaty : he will then he safe. His territory will be very con- 
venient for us to have, hut it is necessary to be fair with 
every man and I have given him clear warning and good 
advice which you must impress upon him. If he refiises to 
take it, he must try his prowess with us, for insult to the 
British flag must not be submitted to. 

" His letter is a false composition, and he seems as if 
trying to pick a quarrel with us, in which case the sooner 
we come to blows the better, because delay would give his 
allies time to help him and would not strengthen us in any 
material degree. However, you must do vour best to pre- 
vent a quarrel; men's lives must not be lost witliout every 
exertion being made to prevent it. I hope you will also be 
able to get on with the work in hand, viz. the limits of ter- 
ritory. The bringing tltis to a concluaioo will bring on a 
decided state ; Ali will then either be satisfied or quai 
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^viU, I UiidIc, put Ins Iiiglinesa in a better liumotir, and 

itil Scinde is quite settled lie is a very useful ally : stiil, 

t he will not be quiet aud resolves on war it would bo no 

I to thp Company to have bis territory." — At tbe time 

I letter was written Outran) and his faction were repre- 

nting Sir C. Napier as the hoodwinked dupe and favourer 

of Ali Moorad ! 

" General Simpson, December Iflth,— I have much to do, 
Ali Moorad has written me a saucy letter ; at the earae time 
a raid has been made on our territory N.W. of Sliikarpoor, 
uiA reports tire rife of a rising amongst the Beloochees. 
Tutting lljese things together there may be some work on 
onr bunds yet, but I think, sick as we are, we can pay our 
debts, with interest to boot. I suspect, if Ali Moorad dfflos 
, both you aud Douglas will be set upon by the whole 
intrj. You will be strong in your fortress of Hydrahad, 
glas Bt Kurrachee in his powerful brigade ; hut both will 
;o fight for it : this makes me eager to get you well. 
Sale is at Sukkur with the ISth Regiment, at least he ought 
to have arrived the I2th. Let these beggars come on ! it 
pill make you a E.C.B. if they do ! I shall go to Sukkur, 
3 letne you to keep tlie south — but they wou't try a fair 

"The Khan of Khelat. — Highness. I have received 
r letter and think that if Newnz made war on you, you 
e right to take him and his lands ! As to FuLteb Khan, 
t shall cause all proper inquiry to be made and deal with 
him Dccordinglv, and shall let you hoar all that I do. As 
to Rojau, you say it is yours ; then keep it, the English do 

IX wuit to take what is yours. All we want is to prevent 
^derers finding harbour there, and you will, I hope, send 
tnistworthy officer to keep tliat district free from robberies : 
is ie vb&t I want, and this must be done either by yuur 
iglinoss or by me. 
** B, Napier. — I nm at my ease about newspaper abuse, 
bantig grown as callous as a bulTalo's horn. I did mucVttut 
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Outram, and bore all the odium cast upoD me by Uio papera 
about liim. The Bombay Times is undur Outmm's com- 
mand, and from expressions peculiar to bim I believe he 
wrotfi the part about himself in Buist's book. 1 had the 
means of mining hira as a soldier and a diplomaiist, yet 
kept them from Lord Ellonborough and the pubhe rather 
than injure him. I saved the army from a Cabool massacre: 
had I made one error we were pone. I should probably 
have been killed ; but if not, could hardly have managed a 
retreat of so desperate a nature. We should I think have 
fallen to a man, for as to surrender it never entered my 
head: the utmost I expected was to get our back to the 
Indus and abide fate! 

" Now you shall know wiiat no man has been told before. 
My adjn taut-gen eriil was badly wounded, we were all 
crushed with the fight, with heat, and difficulties of all 
kinds, and oil around was danger; hence it was only a week 
ago that a correct return of men engaged was obtained. 
We had only seventeen hundred in aclioni not 2800 
as I said when I took the laat return in possession before 
the battle as a guide. Including officers our torco could 
not have reached two thousand, and I have Belooch returns 
of close upon twenty-sis thousand warriors, signed hy the 
chiefs; each stating bis force, and they all try to reduce 
their numbers to reduce the disgrace. But evidence, re- 
ceived from the family of the Ameers, says there were 
thirty-Jive tkomand fighting men, which is what the best 
of my spies reported at the time: ibis was a disparity of 
force rarely surpassed. There were two chiefs not in the 
Belooch returns, who had large tribes, numbers unknown, 
so that we must have engaged the higlier numbers men- 
tioned. 

" I did think highly of Outram's bouour til! I read his 
letter to William ; then I saw all the cunning of which hia 
friends in India accuse him, and I now join them: yet lie 
certiunly has the character also of honesty and opetu 
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I Uinughl so or liim, but will hold that opinion of uo 
man who says what Outram said to me, and yet lets me be 
mil down. I risked a great deal with Lord Elleahorough 
serve him who was a stranger to me, because he con- 
ned me he was ill used ; but I have since found out that 
said things not slriotl}- true. His convemathns with 
Ameer» vere in no hands hut his and mirte ; yet they 
le out to Lord E., printed hy the Secret Committee ! 
my letter, explaining Kuostum's misconduct and faJse- 
was burked, it has never appeared with the conversa- 
! Outrom's vanity mnde him mad when I rejected all 
advice, after I had read him rightly, and this vanity 
increased by his friends' praise, and their and his own 
[nilTia. In this madness lie tried to make out, and possibly, 
believed that my advancing caused the war; and that, but 
my blundering and being a cat's-paw for Lord EUen- 
ugh. he, Ontram, would with transcendent talent have 
inged all and convinced the world what a fool Lord E, 
WMs and how ignorant I was. 

" This bethought due to his character as the ' ablent man 
in India ;' but that he had the dishonourable intention of 
Itberately injuring me I cannot yet believe. However 
ia but one feeling amongst his comrades here, and at 
inafa, Tiz. 'That it was lucky for me he was not in the 
t. or I should never have been allowed by him and the 
iboy Times to have had a share : Outram would have 
it oil ! ' However one thing is to me plain. I sus- 
'd it at the time, but having then a difi'erent opinion of 
iBti I cast it from me as ungenerous to condemn him, 
to myself. He asked me fur a fourth part of the 
European troops and two hundred Sepoys, to go and alluck 
a wood on the morning of the 17lh February, and begged 
rif me to halt till the 18tb. He believed they were not 
ffxA fighters, and that he should defeat iliem and shew the 
*urld, that having tried for peace, when Napier's blunder- 
io^ fiulcd he had taken the lead in war and at once did the 
*od£ ! 1 am now convinoed of this. He would \>n.\e \vb.4 
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or impriaonmeut. We have thua quieted tlie left bank ol 
the Indus nod are begiuniDg with the right, but as yet 
notlimg done, because out of fifteen thousand men twelve 
thousand are sick : the gatea of Hydnibad are fastened 
because the guard cannot be relieved ! the prostration of 
strength is fearful. If I can weather this season and keep 
Seinde quiet; and if Lord Ellenborough doea not require 
me, I think to ask Lord Fitzroy about going back to 
Pounah. The loss of income would be great, but a third 
season here will be hard to stand. It would be different 
had I not suffered, but the doctors find that change of 
climate only will perfeotly recover even young men. How- 
ever, live or die I will not flinch if really wanted here, 
What you tell me of the officers who go home from this is 
my real reward. The Company's officers are a. very fine set 
of fellows. However, I expect to go down hill in their 
opinion now that the excitement of war has passed and tliat 
a rigid discipline only remains ; for I pay no court to ihem 
on this point and must take, my chance : but tliey all know 
how interested I am in the public welfare. 

" B. Napier, December 21at. — I am strong again, which 
is fortiinale, aa war is going on all around and rumours of 
it here. I never look at a paper unless it concerns Seinde, 
and only then to traco the colour of public feeling ; my 
whole thought and labour must be concentrated on my work. 
The tlircut of u general rising demands serious attention, for 
the Indian newspapers are calling on the mountaineers to 
come down on me, and those of the plains to rise while I 
have 10,000 sici unable to stir.' The natives have alt the 
papers tianslated, but, thank the stara, the Beloochees of tlie 
plains being as sick as ourselves cannot rise if they would. 
One is equally obliged to the editors ; it will not be thoir 
fault if our throats are not cut. The Bombay Times ia 
also trying to moke my men mutiny : but all these kind 
designs foil. 

" Gen. W. Napier. — I have sent you a sword, given to 
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f an artillerymBQ od the field of Meeanee just as tlie fight 
■ over ; it was then covered with hlood, hut whether of the 
r or OUT people is not known. The sword of' Meer 
Uhoolam Shah Talpoor, is written on it, and lie nnd his 
iaa lire said lu have fallen in the battle. There is also some 
poetry, which my moonshee, All Achar, thus translates. 
O deponer ofenemiet and grand prophet '. O, exhibitor of 
miracles Moortez a Allee. Moortez was Mahomed's son- 
in-law. This is one of the finest blades taken. No golden- 
l sword is worn except by the great chiefs. I have 
[her sword, bought at auction for we gave everjtbing to 
B-agcQts: it has a finer hilt than yours, but tbe 
■e equally fine. I was going lo send it to you, but 
ft IB likely lo be more curious as mine than any one's else, 
I it belonged to Moorad Ali Talpoor one of the Char Yar 
■ four brothers who conquered Scinde. He was the father 
pNosseer Khan, to whom the sword belonged, and lie, as 
g know, commanded at Sleeanee above tlie other Ameers ! 
I gnre him buck his sword, but that was another weapon ; 
sn in truth I have his sword after all : I suppose he did not 
take his father's sword into danger. I look my 
ji'a sword into battle, 
"Tout aword had no scabbard, the one with it I 
mght ; the real scabbard was all covered with puro gold, 
I plundered of course. The hilts are iron, washed or 
r plated with gold, but the mountings of the scabbards 
e pnre gold, and ihe camp followers pinned them while the 
fight was going on. Ali Achar has Nadir Scha's sword, 
the hilt of iron. The Ameers offered him five thousand 
rnpces for it bul he refused. All these fine swords have a 
history, and I will endeavour to find out that of yours. 1 
nm glad to have got it, as my having it adds to its history. 
McPheraon got one wliich belonged to the Persian kings, 
Wlh double waving edges. But the sword of all was the 
sword of the Kalloras, a short straight sword, which we can 
ncrtthere find : the Ameers probably hid it. All this country 
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and the neighbouring countries firmly believe, thai if drawn 
in the presence of a cnmel the sight of it cuts him 
It is the sharpest nnd most highly charmed sword ever 
wielded by man. Woe to him it strikes ! Yet the Tal| 
took it from the Kallora and slew him wiili it 

" With a well- greased conscience some pretty pickingrl 
rupees could be made here. Lord Elleuboroiigh baa allowf 
mo to settle all questions with the Nawab of Bhawalpoor, 
the Khau of Khelat, and Mecr Ah Moornd. From each of 
these priuces Clive would have extracted a lac of rupees, 
perhaps two lacs, for I have to give land and help to all 
three. How long my conscience will stand I do not know, 
but us yet I have only taken u cock. Ali Moorud gave 
it to me in the desert at Eranum Ghur, when we were all 
very hungry, and with it four dozen of addled eggs, to 
McPherson's great indignation, as caterer. Apropos to Ali 
Moorad. Mischief is brewing here. Ali has written im- 
pertinently, and a foray has been made from the hills. Agha 
Khan, the Persian prince, the veritable old assassin of die 
mountains, lives with me and has a letter from Kandahar 
saying, all the Scindian Belooch chiefs have assured the 
Lion they are ready to rise in a religions war; that Ali 
Moorad has written the same, adding that our army is down 
with fever and two thousand Aflgljans sent down would 
the job ! Nevertheless I think to stop an outbreak. 

" This is my plan. I". Put all my posts on their gat 
2". Ali Moorad has a place of great height and slreuj 
called Dejee, and he will, I think, so fear me as to go into 
this fort, which is devilish high. If he quarrels I shall 
attack it at once, because, if he resists there is a conspiri 
and to crush him in his celebrated fortress will strike 
and the rest will either break out prematurely or melt ai 
8". To insure success I Lave sent to Bombay for moi 
and shall be able to rig out 1 eight-inch howitzers besii 
These shall be collected at Sukkur, three days' march 
Dejee, and before his preparations can be made Dejefl 
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will astonish both the avails nnd 



such a bammeilDg 

folks iuside '. 

■ When bickerings hot to high words got break out in 
guoiomiQ.* I like to cool the flame by going at eotne 
point tlicse barbarians liontide in and cannot escape from, 
and Dejee is considered quite irapreguable. However my 
hope is to avoid war by decided language and ostentatious 
preparntion : wherefore the mortars shall go up the river 
publicly, and I have set my spies to work. I do not tee! 
nervous but see all the danger. The Punjaub is up in 
a row ; the Gwalior territory also ; and my friend the Lion 
is St work in the hills. All Acbar, my Arabian moonshee, 

Ki is as faithful as steel, tells me they arc all in corre- 
idence he is sure, but are afraid of the Bahuduor Jang 
they call me, and will not venture a turn-out. If I 
cuch some chief who has given his adhesion, in corre- 
spondence witli the enemy he shall hang from the highest 
tower of Hydrabad. This would crush the whole thing, and 
be just, becanse all the adhesions have been voluntar}- and 
nrwarded by the restoration of lands and dignities. 1 am 
thought here to be too easy with them, but I am right, 
certain that conciliation is better policy than violence; and 
the first chief who abuses my eontidence shall find the 
' differ : ' it will have ten limes the effect. The strong can 
afford to be conciliating, and these people have had bloody 
lessons as to our strength. However I have cause enough 
far deep reflection on this and other matters. For my 
Emmy lately run her horse at a leap, was thrown and hud 
open her forehead. I was in the stable and saw her horse 
come galloping in with an empty saddle ! I jumped on and 
soon found her aafe, though hurt. I never had such a ride ! 
Had siie been killed what would Scinde have been to me ? 

E' futile are ail things of life, how little we lose by 
h ! 1 sometimes think it desirable, that I may see 
ing 1 love die." 
I this time John Kennedy adjured him to (luit ScJnde 




LIFE OF CHARLES JAMES NAPiEE. 

Rud save his life, the medical men being unanimous for ti 
necessity: this was llie generous ODSwer. " I am well and 
strong again, and I must go through one more hot season, 
live or die. It would not do to desert the coach at this 
moment. These chaps are shewing signs of mischief, and I 
must remain on the hox till all is quiet, and then give the 
reins to a successor. It would be hard for Lord Ellenbo- 
rough to find a man able to take them now ; they are indeed 
gathered well up in my hand, but my means are so feeble 
that a new man could hardly turn them to account before he 
would find all in a mess. There are eight thousand men 
sick in bed, unable to move; and the other eight thousand 
have been sick and could not march ten miles. The Beloo- 
choes, it is generally supposed, have n peculiar dread of the 
BaUadoor Jung. This is a result of victory, and a great 
moral power which another though a better man could not 
have. I think I shall keep them straight ; but I will never 
leave Lord Ellenborough in the lurch as to Scinde. He la 
ft noble fellow : bad he thwarted me the army in Scinde waa 
gone; he was loo far off to have commanded it, and the 
whole affair was too complicated to have been carried 
through as I carried it tlirougb by ony man Uaroelled with 
orders. Lord Auckland and Oulram would have made 
another Affghnn affair, do what I would, and then half I 
would have risen. 

" My position is even ticklish now. An anny floore 
an unheard-of sickness, Gwalior in the eost, the PunjanltH 
the north, in arms; and my own chaps between a grow] anci 
a bile ; the mountaineers oo the west, not the far west but 
the near west, like a band of robbers in ambush listening 
for the wheels of an approaching carriage! It is not a bed 
of roses. I would go to Sukkiir now but am afraid of 
another attack of fever which would play the devil with me : 
and with public affairs also, or my own old carcass should 
not stop me. You see how impossible it is for me to qo^ 
Scinde with honour till next year, even if I pass the ^[^H 
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»n. which I admit is doubtful. As tci money, I do not 
f for that, T would give more ihnn I shall ever make to 
^ut of it; bnl tliousnnds of porsunu hcTS nre in moie 
Iger than I am and I will siuk or swim with them, poor 



^e cry raised by Outram about the patiiftrchal princeB 
I nt this time made to resound in London, aud Chm-les 
Nspier's brother, having written on Oie auhject, received the 
fiD^oined retrosppcl of liis proceedings towards RooBtiira 

*in— thnt being the chief point of Outmm'a attacks. 
Bichnrd Napier. — You will see by my offldal K'tters 
will appear, how Outmtn told me what a fine fellow 
Mooriid was, how frank and open, and wlial a thorough 
friend of ours, adhering to his treaty honestly, as indeed he 
has done up to this time. I was then quit« new to them all, 
and one night, December 1 8th, a secret message came to ine 
from old Roostum, saying he was n prisoner with his family 
vlucb had forced him to act against the British, and he 
legged of me to receive him into my camp as ho was help- 
less. I advised him to go to his brother Ali Moorad and 
remain with him, but offered him an escort and refuge in my 
cimp if he persisted in wishing to come. He did go to his 
bmilier, and then would not even see me when I desired it. 
1 really know not what I am found fault with for ; he did 
nnl take my advice, he took only part of it. Now if I advise 
a man to lake Seidhtz powders and he drinks only the acid 
part, he has no right to say that I gave him a pain in the 
siomnch- This is what Roostum did. He went to All as 
udTiscd, but neither remained with him as advised, nor came 
lo me as advised, but mode over everything to his brother 
Ukd then fled fmm Dejee, pretending he had been forced to 
iboeanon. 
" Now, why did not Roostum, if he was forced, meet me 
||t«U me? Oh ! said Oulrani, he was afraid. Ali Mooriid 
B him think you were going to put him in prison. My 
a. Why should he think so? there was no 
froL. III. C 
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motive : but if he did fear it nt Dejee lie could not tear it 
when I overlook him in iho desert on my mnrch to Ematim 
Ghur, for I hnd force to seize him and hia followers, and 
instead of doing so eont you, his friend of four years, to 
invite Iiim to my lent. You, Outrara, returned with lila 
son, and n messnge that he wns so Ured he could out come 
himself! He could have no fear ihen, yet fled in the nighl. 
To this poser Outrnm answered. Oh! Ali has bribed all 
about him: this whs nontiense, be had dciped Outram. 

" Afl«r tho fall of Emaum Gbnr, Outram again found 
him on the road to KjTpoor, and he agreed to meet Oatram 
at KjTpoor and there discuss the troaty, which would hnvQ 
saved his possessions, but was again so tired that he advised 
Outran] to ride on and be would follow next day. OfTwent 
the dnpe, and Eoostum marched another way with seven 
thousand men and two guns, which he bad kept out of sight. 
He went to a fort of his, 60 miles from Hydrabad, and held 
it until Meeanee waa fought. Mv conduct was all clear. 
My object was to have one chief instead of n dozen lo deal 
with ; and that dozen in ihe hands of an old fox. one Fntteh 
Mohamed Ghoreo, a sworn enemy of iho English and 
working hard at the lime to form n coalition of Beloocliees, 
Ailghans and Sikhs, to fall on us with two hundred thousand 
men ; I having then but seven thousand in all Scinde, and 
thoBo at Kurraohee five hundred miles from those at 
Sukkur. 

" I wished the younger brother. All, to be minister to the 
older ; to be a mayor of the palace, the king being an old 
imbecile, full of useless cunning and in the hands of a 
knave and his own violent sons and nephews. When I 
first heard Rooaium had resigned the turban it disturbed 
me, thinking it would produce war. and my advice to Ali 
Moornd was not to accept it ; ho howevei- said it had been 
ceded in such a formal manner that he neliber could nor 
would give it hack. Meanwhile reflection had convinced me 
that it was beat so, as a decided policy ; for the old idiot n 
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^^Bficauaiag lie would be coDBtantly hampering All wUh us. 

^HfsvenheleBS, thinking force might have been employed I 

d aOQ^ht an inieiviow with Koostum to ascertain the truth, 

hut ho fled. Had he done so withoat resigning the turban 

he could have used his power as Riiis embaiTftasingly ; 

tot the Mahometans think much of whoever holds the title. 

^^fow, the more this question is discussed the better. I 

^|aldvised Roostum to be guided by Ati, but never forced him 

to do anything, [ was very much afraid the old man might 

be killed hi the attack of Kyrponr if his people defended 

that plooo ; and I knew that would give a handle for abuse 

from tho infamous Indian press, than which the whole 

world cannot produce a more rascally. Besides this I 

pitieil the old man, thinking him then a victim to his son, 

Mho wanted to get the turhan and for aught I knew might 

■difil him on purpose in the row ! They are all capable of 

^■^h nciions. 

" " You will he glad to hear that AK Moorad has been 

bullied by me. Sir Jasper Nichols was here when my 

leitiT to A)i went, and he and the Bombay folks all thought 

i. All would bo furious and not bear it; even Sir G. Arthur 

mght 80. I knew my man. Ali says, I am his 'fountain 

fjog:' that 'hU back wan hettl with the weight iif my 

' ilMpifatiire : now his heart dances like suftbeuHix on the 

leater* of delight^ My displeasure would have taken the 

febape of twelve bomb shells tumhling every five minutes on 

^^iibaDt back, end perhaps have prevunted it ever beoomiiig 

^^■idgtil again ! lie is a wild, drinking, hunting, zenana- 

^^^Big youngster, SB years old : bui. X have bim in manaclos. 

^^Bi Soiude is, wa Lieutenant uiites me every week, 

^^Mrfectly 'quite' I am ill, and it is strange but true as 

^^^wpel, that at the changes of the moon down we all go 

in fever here ! The wise men in England may laugh, but 

00 doctor hero laughe: they pitch in quinine at full and 

new moon." 
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His journftl was now resumed. 

" December a6th. — This day year I marched from Roreo: 
how mnny events have since loken place ! And now the 
stale of affairs is not pleasant, Strong mmoiirs of insur- 
rection are rife, hat they cannot get me out of Scinde if my 
posts are well provisioned and the sea open. As to Ali 
Moorad it is soid he is playiug tricks, very probable : a 
barharian never takes a sound view. Ah is a bo» riratit by 
nsture, handsome and jovial : sensuality is in every line of 
his face, and he will be led away by every clever or cunDing 
fellow about liim. He tliinka perhaps thai he can get Scinde 
for himself, because of the Gwalior and Punjanb troubles 
and the Affghan nienaceB : be shall if he turns reetive have 
six feet by tlircD of it. As for his fort, get the women out 
and I would have no pity on die men but pilch shells in till 
they cried enough ! How easily, were I absolute, I could 
conquer all these countries and make Kurrnchee the capital. 
With the Bombay soldiers of Meennee and Hydrabad, I could 
walk through all the lands. I would raise Belooch regi- 
ments, pass the Bolan in a turban and spread rumours of a 
dream and the Prophet : pleasant would be the banks of the 
Helmond to the Bombay troops, and to n host of Maho- 
metans, who will follow any conqueror. I have them now 
as enemies, and so must deal with them, but the Afrgbana 
cannot, I am sure, come through the Bolan." 

So ended the year of conquest. It was one of gmt 
events, and the general's simple notices of them, and the 
facility with which he seemed by his own narrations to 
overcome diJEculties, might lead to an undervaluing judg- 
ment, if the following summary of his labours did not Btand 
out in such bold rehef. 

He marclied at the head of troops aboQt ft thouGimd 
miles, more than two hundred being in the desart. 

He won two great battles against sixty thousand enemies, 
and by his skilful combinations dispersed twelve thousand 
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mure. Iti these nctions he killed some ten ihousund nieu 
iu light, aad made uitie sovereiga prisces capdves, driving 
Ululher iulo huptless exile. 

.e tuok four grrat foi'tresses, repaired three uad cou- 
icifd one, and a large entreuched c&mp. 
Bt> received the submiusiun of, and ccmciliuted four hun- 
dred chiufs, some of whom could bring twenty thousand men 
into the field. 

He urranged the military occupation of the country : no 
slight matter in a country where there were few huildiugs, 
und where a most pebtiterous climBte had to be encountered, 
joined to the difficulty of ruling » conquered race and keep- 
ing in awe innumerable hostile neighbouring tribes. 

He establiftlied a civil government in all its branches, 
financial und judicial, and organized a powerful 
tive police, horse aod foot, lor the public security. 
[e examined in person the principal mouths of tlie Indus 
commerce, commenced several important public 
I, and planned others. And during the execution of 
tilings, though twice struck down by most formidable 
and reduced to the point of death, be couscien- 
tionsly read and reflected on every court-martial of his 
milimry, and every serious criminal iriiJ of bis civil govem- 
lueui: and wit.b a very extensive private correspondence, 
conducted a public one which presents a mass of eight 
liundntd and fifty documeuU, many being long aud pro- 
foundly-reasoned memoirs upon war policy aud govern- 
ment, all of them original, pointed and serious, displaying 
t mind thut never sunk under labour. Truly this was not a 
jvu of idleucfis. 
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The story of Scinde for 1844 commGncca tbus. 

"Journal, Junuaxy let. — Anolhtir yenir! The Inst has 
been n glorious one for mo so for as mnniitme glory ia uoa- 
cemed; and yet, slrnage as it may nppenr, I dnJly forget all 
nbom the battles unless broiigbt to my mind by eonvursalioii, 
or reading some mention of them : then iniWd lIktc is a 
grntification at Liivjng suf^ceeded, but it is like iLe fuiut 
Rinile which comes M times ia the midst of sorrow. I try to 
analyze my feelings and cannot, except an eagerness about 
my battles like that excited by rending of others' battles. 
A\'ben I do think of ttiem it appears to me tfaat more credit 
is given to mu than has been deserved, so ninny tilings 
spring from luck and so many faults in detail wi^re com- 
mitted. Most of the last resulted from want of budily 
strength however ; for I was weak and ill all tlie hitter part 
of the campaign, and the great pain from my hurt hand, for 
a fortnight before and in the battle, bad greatly worn me 
down. The pain was terrible, almost past bearing. 

" When in the figbt I held my life as gone ; fur tis to 
escaping, all idea of tliat vanished when I saw tlie Siind 
giving way and whs obliged to ride between the fires of two 
lines not twenty yards apart. I expected death as much Ihim 
our men as from the enemy, and I was much singed by oar 
fire ; my whiskers twice or thrice so, and my face peppered 
by fellows who, in their fear, fired high over all heads but 
mine und nearly scattered my brains. In agony I rode, 
holding my reins with a broken hand and quite uucjunl ti 
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^Hnngle combat had a Beluochee picked me out, as one was 
^■wout to do wben MorsioQ slew him. Well, enough of all 
I'dus. m; thoughts are on another world; this one is to me 
one of pain and regrets, and suffering. 

" Janaar; I2th. — My position hecomea more critical Jnily, 
but gives me no appretieneion : I am moving troops in all 
lines, my cohimns thread the land in every direction and 
bother tLe enemy ; he cauiiot moke it out, hut I am gra- 
dually reinforcing Sukkur and Sliikarpoor. These move- 
meats will suffice for next three weeks, when Sukkur will 
be btrong: but if the Sikhs cross the Hyphasis I shall go to 
Sukkur with more troops, ready to muke, if neeessary, a 
dJTDrsioD for the army on the Sutlege. If I have any move- 
able force to spare 1 ijiink myself able to keep Mooltan in 
^eck, and Master Sewan Mull ehalt find me very trouhle- 
Tlio game is Iiowever very critical and dangerous, 
Ibt I tbtnk I can play it. Yet God knows ! for of what are 
t certain in war 7 
" There are strange storioa of great battles having been 
foagbt and won at Gwalior. Four days have past, the air is 
111 W with rumours and the royal salute fiieJ for victory ! 
Vel Bo one knows why. If we have done our work well in 
the Dorili all will be quiet; if it is only a boggle wo shall 
iVb tlie devil to pay. Well! I am 'ready uye reiidy!' 
F'Jaouary liSlh. — A great battle, but no offidul intelli- 
; tlitre seems to be some mystery, or they may have 
Ibdnncd fighting after the first battle. The lass seems to 
I oot of all proportion il' our vague accounts arc true. I 
t young Somerset ia not killed. 

" lOtb. — Thirty-five years gone since my first general 

1 nnd here I am still in the field. How the wheels 

I round! 

" I7lb. — A loiter firom the governor-general 4th January 

nx days iiftcr the buttle, yet be does not allude to it: I 

monot understand this. Nor have we any pubhc notifi. 

cujoa. Tliia is sUauge. Have ho and Gough quarrelled ? 
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We sliall hear iii time, but I liope the Siklia Lave BOt 
piissed the Hyphnaia in the meanlime. The array may be 
victorious yet crippled by the fight, which would be awk- 
trnrd, OB it would have far to march to meet the Sikhs, 
find they would ravage t!ie country unless there is force 
enough there to meet tlieui. The mouutoJn hordes are, as I 
expected, coming down to plunder, and I have sent the 
camel corps, 400 men, now formed, along the right bank; 
they will put these roving lads to rout. There are now three 
columns moving in various directions through Scinde; the 
Beloochees cannot tell what it means, but I am gradually 
accumulating a Toroe at Sukkur, and if ihtngs turn out hot 
my design is lo attack Mooltuu eventually. News of the 
battle come, and a very sanguinary one; but judging from 
the private accounts something was wrong; for there wuh 
plenty of cavalry and artillery, both being wanted, yet neither 
engaged : however private accounts are of no value. 

"2Isi. — Strange that Lord Ellenborough writes to me, 
yet scarcely refers to any battle. In one letter he says, ' We 
have lost 900 killed and wounded, the latter are doing well,' 
and this is all ! I am very nnxious to learn the effect of the 
battle on the Sikhs. Will it hasten their passage of the 
Hypbasis or retanl it? If the first I shall go to Sukkur; 
if the second remain here or at Hydrabad. I shall be strong 
at Sukkur; my police are becoming everywhere effective 
tj-oops, owing to Brown Phayre and Baynes, and my camel 
corps will be roving on the right bank of the Indus. If 
Scinde should rise what am I lo do? Hold the river and 
the stations and hunt the onemy with small detachments : I 
see nothing else. It will be murderous work I fear ; and 
just when my hopes were so strong to make tltis the most 
contented and happy port of India! Oh! how bitter will 
be my disappointment if we have insurrection and bloodshed. 
I have asked Lord E. to let me raise a Belooch corps; it 
will absorb most of the uuquiet spirits and make iheni good 
Bubjecta. Well, I must rest on my orma and bide events. 
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Meannhile I am carrj-iiig on my mole, roada imd cannls, at 
preat risk to myself, having received no authority as yel. 

W is s goiid fellow but one of your bIow people with 

inierminnble objections. Well, patience ! the commander of 
an anny noeda a f^eal Bbare. 

" SSnd. — This month seema favourable for my fortune. 
The Duke of Wellington haa given me the 22iid Regiment, 
nhich gratities me more ibun all the grand crosses in the 
world. The thanks of Parliament ! Who cares for ihem 7 
Not I. To bo thanked or reprimanded by Parliament is 
iiolfaing to me. The thanks of Joe Hume par example, 
•Iter his Greek loan. I want no ihanlo from the place- 
hunteTB who infest St, Stephens. I care indeed for Peel, 
Uid the Duke of WelJioglon, and Roebuck, and half-a-dozen 
fellows, having either ability or eonacience, but not for the 
mates congregated there. Hon hard it is I cannot tell them 
so ! and that I have the glorious S2nd Hegiment and the 
good opinion of my soldiers. 

" aWlh. — My spie-s say the Affghans are bent upon coming 

down OQ me ; my belief is they will not, but I can meet fifty 

thousand and half that number will never appear. The 

Oiiko of Wellington has written me a note in his own hand, 

using tliis expression. The two ijloTious battles of Mft-unce 

aiiii Hydrabad. This is enough. He and ray Liuiher 

WilUani think well of my work and I care for no other 

opinions. Sir Henry Buubury, who is a right good military 

^Mtthnritv. holds the same opinion : in fine, soldiers do me 

^btice and foola may rave. Sir Robert Peel approves of 

^ftrytluDg, so does Lord Ellenborough, and I will uot sneak 

^H of bis service by quitting Scinde while he can be saved : 

Hb ! not U> save a dozen lives. Why should I more than 

Hlier soldiers ? Yus ! some claim Is mine. In three days 

^■r service will bo of fifty years ! No soldier in India has 

^Bl wrrioe but myself, active service with many wounds; 

^Hl doefl give me a claim to rest: but what want I with 

^Pt ? Bab ! talk of that when I am eighty. Yet the heat 
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may give it me in n few monihs, anil wil] too I bi]S| 
Well, rest! pence! heaven! What can wv want mors^ 

" In form a ti on just come from Nao Mull, timt tbi? Affgt 
are really coming down on Shikarpoor. Don't lielJe^ 
word of it. They cannot cross the desert tliere. If ibej' 
come in small bodies we gobble them up ; if lliey beep in 
largo bodies tbey will perish for wnut of water. Thev attack 
us l The Cftbool affair must have made them more foolish 
than the poHiicala : no, they will never screw up cnurage. 
I wish they would, it would give peace to Soiude for a 
hundred years! 

" 30th. — Much criticism in the pnpers on Gough'shatllps: 
tbey would ahuso the Almighty God if He came on earth, 
I have got a capital engineer. Captain Sooit. nephew of Sir 
Walter: we sball get on now, Tlio intelligence received 
satisfied me that the Lion cannot bring the Afi'ghnns down. 
He has been raising money on his jewels, pledging three 
lacs worth for one of specie r this is a proof of his lack of 
money, and the Affgbans will have nothing more to eay to 
him. Poor fellow I I wish I had a lac to give him. 

" February 4ib. — Two letters from Lord EUenboroogh. 
One approves of my plans, if the Siklis come down the 
river ; the other gives power to go on with barrackB, This 
man always hits the nail ou the head. 

" 9th.— Sikhs quiet AfFghans offer the Lion for sale! 
Fitzgerald roves in the hills with the oamel corps, and all 
my plans are working to their end. Scinde is quiet >is any 
country in the world : the great receipt for quieting a counlry 
is a good thraabing first and great kindness afterwards; the 
wildest chaps are thus tamed. I have oaught the man whi 
murdered poor Mrs. Barnes. This puzzles me sadly, 
not like to let her blood flow unavenged, yet we tnnstl 
puuisb except for eflfoct. The bmte ought to die witt 
pity, but the question is, will his death be of use ? Ttl 
be a prevention of murdering women in wax, Aycl j 
we are at pence 1 Yet the whole countiy knows he moi 
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EogU)>l]Voiiiaii. Ciiii he be Bllowed to escape, and the 
>plo lo say that an Englishwoman may be slain with 
puuity ? It would please me to blow the ruffian's br^ns 
ont with my oitd hand, Itit in this case the principle must 
be cousiderod. 
" 12ib, — Having preserved peace in the recent critical 
jnjuQcture little do I care for the opinious of the 
Ktora ; it grieves me lo have served them in any way, 
^t tut the devil rules the roister we must help him here. 
Ebe AJTghaus baring robbed the Lion, hold him prisoner. 
, I have had hints that £5000 will buy him 1 Lord 
}lL-nborough sliall be asked about this, for my hehel' is 
e rascals will assassinate him, and if Lord E. gives him 
: shall be sent safely to Meoca. The fellow that 
rdered ilrs. Barnes shall swing. 

' I5tl>. — This day year the Residency was attacked, and 

a war which was to end in tlie conquest of Scinde was 

tns begun ; and this day reports have come in from the 

nolo length of the right bank saying all is quiet! The 

kivvcs have all fled to the hills as I expected they would 

Ata ihe 0th cavalry reached Shikorpoor. The camel corps 

is at Sehwan, it has spread terror even up to Quettah, and 

through the valley of Shawl, and the wild tribea have sent 

^^o beg pardon and crave mercy. Shere Mohamed has fled 

^Bb i1i« Murrces lu despair. Never was there a more com- 

^HpHe conquest of a country. The secret is that I worked 

^^Swd. I". To put down crime. 2", Shewing the people 

and their chiefs, that having fought well against us was in 

By eyes a merit not a crime. 3°. That to every man who 

submitted alt be lost was restored: in some cases more. 

4". That jasUce has been dealt to the poor. 5°. That all 

Um p«!ople employed by the Ameers have been by me 

teiained. and thus I enlisted an influential pack of scoun- 

dnla UD our side : they are however scoundrels to whom 

the people ure used, whereas had my own chosen rascala 

^^^ten put in they would have doue more mischief and less 




pood than the olij rogues, whom I closely watch and pi 
iudiviJunlly. <i". That I have met hard blows in 
though kiod m pence hnve made oBLeDtatioas displn; 
power, and been always ready for war at au hour's 
Such has beeu my plan, aad the success is complete 
we conquered Aftgliauisian what person dared to go one 
dred yards beyond the sentries ? WliouvL-r did so died. 
Seiiide English officers go out shooting, hag and bag{ 
travel anywhere and everywhere in safety, receiring d' 
and kindness from the poor people ! I am more proi 
this settling of Soinde than of all the victories that 0( 
he won in a hundred years I 

" 18th.^We had a magnificent dinner yesterday for 
Meniiee. I made a long speech, abnscd the Indian pn'sa, 
shall be torn lo pieces, cannut help that, a little firmnefaS 
will bear it, What is being firm ? I do what is right and 
abide by it. But (hen comes tJie question, Wliat is right? 
I have done what was not wise, viz. drawing the abase of 
the press upon myself when unable to fight the press : for 
how can I print answers ? I ought to have confined myself 
to one editor, Biiist, and then all the others would hi 
joined against him : this was bad generalship, hut 
heated by my subject truth would out. 

" M. Genl. W.Napier, February. — The rabid abuse of: 
Bombay Times makes me laugh; yet it is injurious, because 
guud and honourable people swallow it all, and if Shake- 
speare is right that does harm. I do not think he is, 
men now get good or had names so easily that no pei 
Mcijse can care whether he has a had or a good one I 
of what you ask about has passed from my mind, 
immense details fill my head so entirely that it is 
see why sovereigns can do more than other men. Reel 
sihiljty runs in a thousand little channels, and a gonei 
pinned down like Gulliver by pigmies : a geuenil 
Bovrireign with equal military talent will be beaten round 
wrekin. Lord Ellenborough hacks me tip against the 
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rascals who are jenlous of Lis fiivour; but there are good 
fellows, who are nevertheless little fellows, thiit really think 
I ought to he gibbeted; and who would gihbet mo if they 
could. Your sijuib about the directors crying over the 
wrongs of the patiiurchAl Ameers while accepting their 
lerrilory 'like crticiiiUlen with their hands in their brt-fches 
pocAeta,' has diverted all people here. 

" So old Lord Lynedoch is gone ! Being at Malta about 
tliree years ago, when there was talk of a war with Franee 
lie said, 1 can't go home by France. Why not my Lord ? 

Oh ! D them they might catch me, and I don't want 

to spend twenty or thirty years in a French prison ! he being 
iheu pa«t ninety ! As to my refusal of a pension not doing 
sn\ good to the poor you are riglit ; but I well know what 
my feelings would be with a large pension, and people 
stfirvtng around me. My pension for wounds was my 
right from sufferitig and service ; yet iu the northern 
district several limes I was on the point of giving up my 
pension. Were one to be conferred on me it should go 
to build on asylum for old soldiers. It would he different 
if it came from tlie pockets of the crocodiles. AH the 
pa/liunieutary work is ere this over, and I trust Lord 
Etlcuborough has been well backed up by his friends, for 
ho is the best working man for the people here that could 
be found, and most honorable : there is not a bit of dirt on 
hiiu thungb he lives amidst filth ! 
w" General Simpson. — I shall be on the look-out for 

toeral Mouion — a Freueh officer in the Sikh service. 
French adventurers are the cleverest and most 
aing chaps in the world, I expect General Court 
Plwell as Mouton. I hope he will come, t like these 

ichmen, they are such thorough soldiers, 
*" " All Ifoonid. — Highness. I have received a letter from 
I uiitaiu Mnlet, who is to be Resident at your highnesss 
i-LjiirL This letter has given me great comfort, because I 
ttni many tilings, unheard of among loyal princes, but 
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tliey have now po^sei) by like sounds floaling in the (lir I 
I he«d ihem not ; Captain Malet gives me assarnnoe i 
tUuir falsebooil, uid that ibey nre inventioDS of bud romi t 
involve yotir highness. I am old and greyheaded, I bat 
been to your highness like a father to liis son, aud vlic 
told tliat yoar highne^ was misled I believed it nul ; fi 
my belief is that your higb&ess is a mse prince, a fuUifi 
ally, and one who would not ruin yourself as your enemii 
wish. All is now as I desire. Your bighfless will see !. 
the instmctioDs of Captain Malet, that your higlmess vi 
gain much and become a powerful prince as a renard fi 
your faitliful adherence to treaties. May llie present yei 
consolidate and reuder eternal the friendsbip of your lil^ 
nesa with llie British government. 

" Sir George Arthur. — Lord Ellenborough thinks tl 
Sikhs mean to cross the Sutlege and he cannot tlierefoi 
send reinforcementa to Sukkur ; ho leaves me to act i 
suits me if tliey do — to stand firm or make a demoi 
su'auon on Mooltan. Xow, if the Satlege be crossed au 
Scinde remains quiet tny demoustratioD towards Moolia 
may be made; but \ will have hostages from the Khan < 
Bbawalpoor ; for afler crossing the Indus any HJiuidet 
cliangiug his mind would put bira in a posiiiuD to hinder n 
getting back : all tbia is conjecture, bat being uatundly alo 
cbewing the cud in autictpatiou is good for me." 

The four following letters displAv his versatility of laind 
" The Khan of Ehelat. — Your highness is very iirg«i 
for money and troops. I will for once send you ten tlioi 
sand rupees ; in twenty days from this date the money sha 
be at Bojan. fiui this is the last time, becaaso you ore 
powerful prince and ought to do as all great men di>. Ca 
lect your troops, attack your enemies, and give your soldia 
tbe plunder. Be brave and generous. If you wait to ( 
attacked you will be defeated. Be a warrior. Take tnuuc 
from your enemies, do not beg it tVom )OHr friends : coward 
only keep their swords in the scabbard and ask lur n 
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TUe Khan of Ehtlat should rule wilh iron, not with silver. 
I will give you no more money : I give you this only to 
tlievi tlie friendship of the English. You are of liigh 
lineage, be vorthy of your onceBlors. Fight with your 
raemice, let tlieir apuils fill your coifera and they will learo 
Id reepect the Khun of Khelat. You Hie young, do not give 
TDUreelf np ti3 the wonieu of your liftrem, be a warrior and 
load your troops to battlo : I am your friend. 

"En^iga Ciimjibetl. — I have juat received your well- 
Trritien note of the 25th December. By well-written I 
mean both liandwriting and style. I do not know your 
commanding' officer; but there were somegoiofj-s on between 
tour regiment and another last year which I disapproved of. 
However, whether a regiment be in good order or bud 
order it ought not lo afi'oct a young man of eonse, because 
bv reading professional books yon will discover what h 
bulty in your corps, if faultm there are ; you will then lenm 
how things OGght to ho, aud will by daily obaervntion see 
how they are. Thus you can form compnrisons which will 
b time tCBoh you your profession. I hope your regiment is 
in gtxid order, but if not take core that your own eompnny 
or section is when yon are entrusted wilh one. Keep up 
all knowledge that you have acquired, and gain ns much 
Diiire OS you can. By reading you wilt be distinguished, 
vithout it abilities are of little use. A man may talk and 
^nU>. but he cannot learn his profession witijout constant 
«ijdy to prepare : especially for ibo higher ranks, btcauhe ho 
then wants the knowledge and e.xperienee of others im- 
{ira«ed bv his own — but when in a post of responsibility lie 
W no time to read, and if he cornea to such post with an 
tnipiy skuil, it is then too late to fill it and be makes no 
fi/ure. Thus many people fiul lo distinguish themselves 
ftnd say they are unfortunate, which is untrue, their own 
[jrwioutt idleness unfitted them to profit from fortune ! The 
(uiith who has lo look for his hammer when the iron is red 
■ 111,..- luo laic; the hammer should he uplifted to full like a 
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thunderbolt while the white heat ia in the motal. 
the forging prosper." 

Tlio next letter is uddressed to Lord Ripou President of 
the Board of Control, uud after touching upon the causes 
of malaria llms continues. — 

" This luy lord is the story of our sickness In pari, not aU, 
for in addition to malaria we had a sharp previous campaign, 
and I never saw one elose without sickness prevailing more or 
less in an army. Then comes a tlurd cnQse, The nntives do 
not live in houses, or where houses exist, they genertdly live 
under mats. Wo bad therefore bad cover. I did with great ex- 
ertion get cover for all, no man was in a lent; hut no man was 
lodged as in this climate he ought to be. The remedies are 
good barracks; eontrolliug the river, a matter of no great diffi- 
culty ; fiihng up ponds of stagnant water; and perhaps some 
other steps not occuiring to me at tliis moment, except the 
preventing of drunkenness lo which much of tlie fatal cha- 
racter of the disease amongst Europeans may be attributed. 
There is however another point on which a reform might be 
made, and which I mean to mention to Lord £lleuborough. 
When illness attacked the troops there was scarcely a sur- 
geon in Scinde ; if there were two or three it was the 
utmost. I had but two at Meeonee, all the rest of the me- 
dical men were assistant surgeons; young men of good 
abilities but small experience. They have bti'n bard work- 
ing to the greatest degree all through tliis trying epidemic ; 
hut, I believe, in India men of a certain staudiug contrive 
to get other appointments and the aiek soldier is left to 
zeal and inexperience, while the more experienced, if nut 
more able members of the profession, are otlierwiso em- 
ployed at the Presidency in lucrative situations : surgeons 
of rugiments should be with their rogiiuents. 

" There is indeed one rational cause for their absence, but 
it should be controlled. Surgeons have generally been 
long in India, and are, for the most part, men of a sludtutus ^ 
turn of mind ; they acquire a knowledge of the languM 
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not possessed in ao eqnnl degree by other militnry men, and 
are therefore more fitted for luid more at hand for vacant 
ciTil np [I ointments. Thus regiments are left to aasistanC 
surgeons, men as before said of zeal and talent, but young 
and withont experience: of course there are exceptions, but 
these cannot be taken into account. When illness atiacks 
an nnny in a hoi clJmato it falls heavily, and, as in the pre- 
sent CRse, the worst is over before officers of experience 
inive. Both in northern and southern Sciude, at one 
period of the Inte epidemic there were full 2000 sick men 
tJiat were not visited by any medical man for a long time 
during the worst paroxvsms of their fevers ! I know of una 
officer who died unseen hy a medical man ! Yet those gen- 
tlometi attended with zetU ; every one of the doctors had 
fwrcr on him, and one or two died from resisting too long : 
TJctimB to their sense of duty ! Having dwelt su much upon 
liiB aickness, I liave to add that I am convinced more Euro- 
[iMDa die from drink than from climate. The evil eflVcls of 
the first give irresistible vigour to the last, and he who could 
lm*e i-neily resisted the fevor falls in consoqueDco of tlie 
drink, or becomes a loijt man to the service : and I have no 
bcmiation in saying this applies to all ranks. 

" With rogiuii to the future, much expeuee roust be in- 
carre<I. A new country in n barburous state, unfurnished 
with houses, cannot be token possesBJon of and governed 
vjtboat great expeoce. Boads, canals, prisons, barracku, 
moat be erected and workmen collected at great cost, tlie 
fopnlalion being so thin and bo barbarous that arlifieera are 
mt to be had. This is not all. The points of occupation 
ire, and mnst continue to be, Sukkur, Hydrabad and Kur- 
ncliee. We must build barracks nt Hydrabad and Kur- 
nchee, and storehouses, or we shall lose more men and 
s tlian would double ilio expence of tlie buildings. We 
I this or abandon Seinde ! And why not do this? 
xiQS of Seinde will in a few years cover, more than 
B expcnce of its conquest. I send you a rough 
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estimftte npon tlie best basis we bnve at present ; it ctami 
be Tery erroneous, and your lordship will see that Scindi; 
can repay all onilay in a short dme. The collectors all 
think oar revenue will double what I have asaunii'd, and 
that iu a few years. But take what are assorted as facts, 
viz, t!ie revenue under the Ameers was CO lacs ; bis 
highness Ali Moomd has about Iu lacs: tbere remains for 
us 45 lacs. Am I extravagant in aasuming as a basis this 
revenue ? I think not. The people exaggerate the treasures 
of their princes, because ibey cannot do more than guess 
and are prone to the wonderful : but ttiey do not gueae at 
the revenue, they pay the taxes and accurately calculate 
the amount 

" If this sj-Dop^s of the revenue be at all correct, there 
I'nu be no doubt that the momentary advance of money will 
bo repaid with interest, and ought to be made. Otherwise, 
you must abandon a magnificent pi-ovince ; for you mnst also 
protect your troops ngaiust a degree of heat, which without 
protection even tlie uutivea cannot bear: a liltJe proteelioD 
may do for them but not for the troops. Here observe, lliai 
though our Sepoya can bear heat fiu- better than European 
soldiers, all our staff and regimental uffieers are European, 
and must have protection : officers do indeed build bouses 
as fast as thoy can, but it is exceedingly difficult to gel 
workmen, and the expeuce enormous for this country. 
Scinde is not more unhealthy than other parts of India; 
and that it is more healthy than many parts is asserted by 
medical men. 

" My opinion is that Scinde should be kept ; that it will 
amply repay all its expences; tliat the whole atteniion of its 
governor should be given to build barracks, moke rmids and 
keep the country quiet while war rages in the neighbourhood. 
These things will require an outlay of at least one bundivd 
thousand pounds a year for two years. I do not say fifty 
thousand will not enable us to get done what is absolutely 
neneusiu-y, viz. barracks and some fortifications, but ( 
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loodrcd thousand would be mure useful, end il would quiet 
tile lumds of tlie people to see ua go to work with a will. It 
Koutd muke money plentiful amongst thfm, n-ouldpiit them 
good humour, nnd produce quicker resulls. There is 
ither thing also ntiich oiuy be fouud proper iu Sciudo: 
:ving the troops every ihird year. The great heat is said 
out the constitution, especially of Europeans, which 
with a relief every tliird year would not be the case, 
^^bcthe^ tliis he Lrue I c&naot say, having only e.^perienced 
one hot season ; it nearly killed me. but was aided hy cir- 
cumslaiLoes of war not hkoly to occur again, and I am 
sistj-two ! great fatigue aud anxiety helped the climate, but 
I ua well again and only absolutely gave up my work tliree 
01 four days, though for a long lime I did it very badly. I 
may have tired your lordsliip, but could not give my views 
ns to Scinde, its health aud wants, in a much shorter letter, 
ihey arc so unitetL The baste with which I have scribbled 
ud that it has been done late at night after a hard day's 
work must excuse want of arrangement. 

"I'riviite James N y. — I have your letter. You lell 

me you give satisfactjon to your officers, vvliJch is just what 
jou ought to do ; and I am very glad to hear it, because of 
my regard for every one reared at Castletown ; for I was 
reared there myself. However, as I and all belonging to 
oe have left lliat part of the counti^ for more than twenty 
Jfnn, I neither know who Mr. Tom Kelly is, nor who your 
futlier b ; hut I would go fur any day in the year to serve a 
Celbridpe man; or any man from the Barony of Salt in 
vhicb Celbridge stands : that is to say, if such n mau be- 
Wvce himself like a good soldier and not a drunken vaga- 
bond like James J e, whom you knew very well if you 

i^rt a Castletown man. Now Mr. James N— y, as I am 
wia- yoa are and must he a remarkable sober man, as I am 
Uiywlf or i sjiould not have got on so well iu ilie world as 
1 have done : 1 euy, us you arc a remarkably bober mau, I 
^gtirc you to take tliis letter to your cnpmin and ask him to 



I 



LIFE OP CHARLES JAMES SAPIEB. 



4 



shew it to your liuutennnl-colouel, and ask the lieut<;n(iat- 
coloiiel, nilh tny best coaiplimenls, to Lave tou in tits mu- 
mory; and if yoa are a remarkably sober man, tniuil Uiat 

James N" y, a remaFknbly sober man, like I am. and in 

all ways fit to be a lunoe corporal, I will be obliged to liim for 
promotia^ yoa now and hereafter. But if you arc like 

James J e, then I sincerely hope he will give yoa a 

double allowauce of puuishment, as you nill deserve for 
taking «p my dme, which I tun always ready to spare for a 
good soldier but not for a bad one. Now, if you behave 
well tliis letter will give yoit a fair start in life; aiid if yoa 
do behave well I hope soon to bear of your being a corporal. 
Mind what you are about, and believe me your well-wisher. 
Charles Napier, major-general, and governor of Seiude 
because I have always beeu a remarkably sober man." 

Such were his modes of addressing meu singly according 
to their stations; and when he aimed at exciting maaees, 
and raising exalted Bentimenls his allocutioD was of appro- 
priate force. 

" Lord Fitzroy Somerset. — One of tlie great evils in 
India, as far as I can perceive, is, that every head of an 
oflSce fancies himself a gentleman who is to amuse himself 
and sign papers presented by his clerks ; and they, gradually 
getting better coals on, vote tbemselvoe gentlemen too! Of 
course more clerks are required, and large establishments 
are fonned without reason. When Pomba] seined the go- 
vernment of Lisbon he found twenty-two thousand clerks: 
ho cut the thousands down to 200 ! This has always 
appenred to me a lesson well suited to India, where young 
gentlemen of the civil service have a servant to wash every 
distinct toe ! 

"Sir Hugh Gough. — I oongratnlale you general moat 
sincerely on your glorious victory. You soem to have met 
with resolute men; but notliing ever stood, or ever will 
stand our soldiers — British and Sepoys. I tlilok heiweeu 
China and Owtdior you have made a good base fo 
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nid of glory. You have now only to clap the Pimjnub 
tlie lop and your edifice of fante will be complete. 
" General H. Smitb. — I congratulate you on your feats of 
aims. Vou l]«d a loiigb job of it: these Asiatics hit hard 
nietbinks. How came h!1 the Indies to be in the fight? 1 
suppose you all wanted to be gloriously rid of j'our wives 1 
WpII, there is something in that, hut I wonder the women 
s^'iuid so atrocious an attempt. Poor things ! I dare say 
they too bad iheir hopes. They talk of our immoral con- 
duct in Scinde: I am sure there never was any so bad as 
this, God forgive you all. Read your Bible and wear your 
j It orels. 

^^L"AghH Klinn, chief of the assassins, — Prince. I have 
^Hnr letter of the 26tb instant and tbauk you for the in- 
^■pmation it contains. You say I never agree to what you . 
nggeat ! How can you, who are so good and brnvo a 
iildicr. be ignorant that I am not master but a eerviint, 
^linl you suggest I tell to my niaal«r, the go vera or- general. 
Whutbe orders I tell to you. Why do you tell me I do not 
mind vour suggestions ? You are a wise Persian politician ; 
lua a plain Enghsh soldier. I t«ll you ii-uth like a simple 
I, «nd you, being a politician, will not believe me ! This 
■very unwise in you, becanae you want to know the truth, 
I yet when you hear it will not believe, and tell me I 
r agree to what you suggest I Well. Have your own 
lly, and 1 will have mine. 

" Sir George Arthur. — You make me smile at your 
Jcicrmi nation that I shall have a seat in the House of 
Lurds! As far as agreeing with you that there are some 
^bem who ought not to be there the road Is straight and 
Blin ; but that I ought is what I cannot agree with you, and 
^her kind friends, while feeling and saying that I have been 
^■rardvd to the full extent of my merit. Well half a sheet 
^■cgo ia enough. Tliisday fifty years I got my ensigncyin 
^b aSrd Begiment, the Duke of Wellington was our major. 
^■'^No one has more claim on the governor of Scinde than 
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the son of Mfijor Teesdale. I shall not easily forget ihe 
brnve condnct of his father. I forgot for an tnsUnt llie bnitle 
while ndmiring the loan as he rose in his siirnips wlih a 
lofter air of auger, calling on his men to follow and press- 
ing liis liorse into that nullah from which few came back; 
lie was not one, poor fellow ! The deed and the dcntli I 
saw, and there was but short time between tbt^ni I Hia son 
shall have employment in Sdude, iM have power to gire it 
to liim. 

" ProclamBtion, February 7th. — Lngarees and Loondoes ! 
I have heard you are about to go into the hills, fearing thai 
I will put yoii in prison. Foolish men ! Why are you 
afraid? Have I done evil in Scinde? Have I refused 
justice to the poor man? When the jaghirdar asked for his 
jagliire has he not received it ? Have I made war upon any 
man after the battle? The Queen of England has con- 
quered Scinde, bat she haa ordered it to he ruled with kind- 
ness, protecting the people: the plnnderor alone shall feci 
her vengeance! Lugareea and Loondees remain where you 
are and cultivate your lands. I have sent a strong body of 
troops, mounted on camels, to protect the inliahitanu of the 
right bank of the Indus from the robbers who desc(?nd from 
the mountains. Again I say, Lugnrees and Loondees re- 
main whore you are ! We worship one God, we are governed 
by one sovereign. Why should you fear ? 

" Khan of K helot, Fehniary 12th. — 1 have your letter and 
congratulate jou on your successes. ContiduaJly plunder 
the Affghans. I will keep Futleh Mohauied" — his enemy 
— " prisoner till all is quiet, because I hope yon will con- 
tinue to hold up your own dignity as becomes a prince. 
If you do not I shall be obliged to let him out. Reject all 
offors of the Affghans unless they dehver Shere Mohamed 
into your bauds; in which case send him to mo and I 
reward you as you will deserve for such good service. 

■'The same, February ICth. — Highness. The rol 
chief Nowbut, one of the Jutwee tribe, plundered 
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itry. He ia now gone to yours. I am your grent 
id. I hiive giveo you money, I liave shut up your 
lies, and thearefore I expect you to send me this robher 
chnins. If you do not 1 will liberate Futteh Khan. 
"Captiun Toung, judge advocnte. — The Circuhir, No. 18, 
vbs yonr doing, not mine, aod I agreed to it hnstily. How- 
fver I will endeavour to correct the evil : a very slight one. 
I will allow DO magistrate to try cases which involve capital 
punishment. I will try them all by military commissiona : 
Uioy are those of murder, and robbery with violence on iho 
highway. lu such cases the magistrate's examination is 
merely preparatory to ulterior proceedings. With regai'd 

lo 's letter, I know nothing about what 'Scinde ia 

eonader^ in law,' it being neither my business, nor as I 
imagine his. My rule baa been that the shoemaker should 
-ijuk to Itis last. Wherefore I have never considered what 
■ It-gal, or not legal. Sciude is a conquered country ruled 
!■; martial law, wluch we soldiers all understand, mid not 
"nc of us baa the slightest knowledge of any other law. 

talks of some plan which only exists, as far as I am 

iiMare, in his own imagination, and that thia plan is to 
'prevent cnierprizing strangers from settling in Scinde;' 
tliii my not allowing three revenue collectors to assume the 
po'in;r of the twelve judges of England, nay! more than tliat 
|ii>"er, for the judges aet after the verdict of a jury — that 
my not suffering tbem to hang men at their discretion, is to 
piTvent cnterprizing strangera setUing in Scinde is not very 
"imprchensible! The power of life and death was in the 
'Tiidsof the Ameors, but by conquest has been transferred 
1 J the military commander and martial law obtains. This 
doc* not give llie power of life and death to collectors of 
tc'cnue, or mftgiatrateB : their duties consist in the trial of 
tnioor oases and collection of revenue, and beyond those 
I Edits ihoy shall not pass. It is idle to say that because a 
iJtgistratH ia not allowed to sentonce to death he is without 
[oitr of giving a verdict; this power of life and death the 
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tnagistrftles shall not b»ve in Scinde: ut least vilh i 
cunsent. 

"General Simpson, Pcbniary ]8tli. — I wn inclined to 

tLiak is goae mad. He bus written me a leiler U> 

lell me I am an idiot and will ruin tbo country unle^ E 
take his advice : he, Mr. Arouatsluart Elphioslone, and 
some one else being the only men who understand gOTem- 
menl ! This may be true, bnt it only rests ou bis opinion 
and seems to resolve itself into one point, namely, my not 
giving collectors power of hfe and ileatb. I feel quite teadi 
to give up the government wlien Lord Ellenboroiigb thinks 
proper, but feel no disposition to be put to dry-nurse. These 
gentlemen want to re-establish tlie 'politicals' under the 
title of 'collectors.' However, they have not put salt on 
my tail yet, and I doubt much whether they ever will. 

" Captain Young, February 2 1 at. — You and I haw one 
object. To do onr duty to mim and God. By an honourable 
expression of our tbougbts tJje hist is effected ; but the first 
is, iliough less iniportimi, mor^ difficult as it depends on 
opinion, over which no mnn has control. On this occasion 
botli Captain Preedy and yourself have decided that there is 
not praof against iJiis man— the murderer of Mrs. Barnes. 
I shall therefore, as you are so satisfied and so impressed, 
give him the benefit at your request. But by tliis weakness, 
for such it is, I am guilty of having murdered every man I 
have banged in this and other countries; for so help me 
God ! in the wliole course of a long life, and the experience 
of some iJiousands of trials, I never saw proofs more perfect 
of guilt, except where the crime was avowed, than those 
against Buska Cbandia. As to its afterwards appearing tliai 
he was innocent, I should not believe it if all gcinde swore 
to it. I am quite ready to lake that uhance; but as you 
seem to consider that Preody tried him, and you are both I 
consider blind to facts, he shall escape. I will take good 
care that the collectors shall have no more oases nf this kind 
in their hands; such cases shall go before oommisi 
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"ionned of lliree officers, and be judged like military crimi- 
nnls, J venture to aay, there is not in tliia whole camp nri 
ofBccr who would differ with me in the conviction of tlus 
ruffian for murdering Mrs. Enrnes : the evidence would hung 
him if laid before any jurj* in England. Governor Juhu- 
btone was hanged twenty years after the fad on evidence 
infiniiely less convincing. I have made one mistake but 
trill take care not to make another. 

" The safety of this country is in ray charge, and it cannot 
be preserved but by repressing murder and robbery with a 
strong hand. If murderers of t)ie grossest description, 
morderers williout the slightest provocation are to escape 
punishment because a collector is openly deluded with a 
eock-and-bnll story, got up by the men of a tribe to save a 
dunsman, and in this instance got up by criminals— if Ibis 
is lo be we must not pretend to govern barbarians, who are 
nmcb too acute not to see our weakness. They will hmgh 
in their sleeves as this murderer goes free over the land, and 
buast that they can shed our blood against their own Inw, 
ind onrs also, with safety. You have done your duly in 
sUting your opiuion frankly, and I respect you fur so doing; 
)iut I huve duties also, and one is to preserve the peace of 
llii- country, as well as long study of the subject and long 
>"iirB of practice euable me to do. Whether my abihties 
ATv sufficient to turn reading and practice to proper account 
tnuy bo disputed, but that is n point on which Lord Ellen- 
Wrongh and the English cabinet are to decide. 

" I am not placed here by family interest, nor pohtical 
ronourd with either Whig or Tory. The fiat of Lord Ellen- 
Woogh or the Duke, or Sir R. Peel, can put me out as 
riiily as they can extinguish a candle! and what is more. 
til' uirndlo could be mure willingly put out than I should be : 
liiu tlity who arc the proper judges are pleased to think I 
' iin do my work. Now if I let such ruffians escape, or if I 
'1' legated my power to inexperienced collectors, 1 should ill 
VOL. m. D 
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respoud to ilie confidenoe reposed in me ; and instead ( 
tramiiiil country as this is — unexampled in history I believe, 
or at least eticli complete conquests have not been frequent : 
we should duw have held only the ground on which wa 
stood, no more. Let this question drop. I will not try 
this man ; or if I do, will not execute the sentence, for X 
must deeply consider the point hefore saying I will nott 
him : it js one thing to lut Llie people fancy we are c^ 
another to do an act of mercy. 

" As to the circular : I suid it was your doing not miiM^ 
becftuse I utidcrstuud you to have proposed and executed iL 
However, as I am its futiier I am ready lo acknowledge it ; 
only now it must be rendered more stringent on coUectois. 
I said it was yours, not as being an error but a fact: as 
I thought it. This last with tlio alterations at all events ia 
mine. We fliiist, as Hooker observed long ago — ' Avoid tk* 
mefinuritig by one form of law all the aclionn ofmtti, and 
cotifouiidiHff what God hax made distinct.' Now in a 
Court of Enquiry where Englishmen are examined by men 
of one degree of civilization, and one degree of society, 
and one religion, an oatb is needless : even on trials many 
think it so. But very different is the case with English 
victors seeking lo do justice amongst barbarians just con- 
quered. Our object is to convict guilt and acquit innocence ; 
not to support quibbles about what is law and what is not 
law in England. We know we cannot get truth from some 
of these people without their hanil be ou the Koran ; and 
it is necessary for the magistrates to swear them, as in 
England is always dune, when taking examinations. By 
the way: there is no legal autlioriiy against swearing on k 
Court of Enquiry in the array ; it is only custom, arising 
from the very good reason that it is not a legal court and 
ciinuiit enforce obedience. An evidence might refua^^i 
take an oath, but any magistrate accidentally on a Col 
Enquiry would be justified imd correct in swearing a w 
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if be pleawH, because he lias tlie right as a magistrate : 
witcess and accused may laugli at a Court of Enquiry so 
f«r as law goes. 

"I lake out of the circular, 'oti Ihe highway^ lest it 
aboiild appear as if the highway hod ftnything to do with 
ihe matter : all Scinde is a highway. Also on reconsideration 
I see no need of the words ' Court of Enquiry,' an inferior 
coort and not recognized except by custom. There will be 
no court at nil in the process, it will be merely that deposi- 
tions are taken on oath before a magistrate previous to 
committal for trial: and the magistrates are to go on exactly 
as they have hitherto done, except in the cases named in the 
cireaUr. viz. treason, murder, robbery with violence : these 
in to be referred to me. You say your opinion is, that 
whoever commences a trial should finish it! Thus you 
sweep awny grand juries, examinations before mftgistrates ; 
'iTorc secretaries of stnte, Ac. You may be right, but the 
-■Qi-ral opinion is on tlie other side. I have never given 
'jHt question any considerntion, indeed never heard it 
miiotml ;,but I will not give that right to collectors, or 
itiy single man, in a country for whose tranquillity I and I 
liliinu am responsible. I will not, I say, give any one man 
the right to take life, or prevent my punishing crime by an 
uqaittnl against testimony, as in the present case. I wilt 
niher hold ibe power in my own hands, or leave it with a 
aililary commission till the general government chooses to 
Uy domi better rules for my goidance." 

Koiwitfa^tAiidlng tliis letter, Captain Young, the judge 
tdrwMb'-, H man of meiit and respected by Sir C. Napier, 
indiwjrectly maintains his own views, and his pertinacity 
im forili the following severe rebuke, written at a later 



I " Yon are welcome to submit any proceeding of mine to 

It cobsideTatioa of the governor- general. I only wish that 

■ lordship's time was sufficiently unoccupied for liira to be 

» acquainted with every detail of ray goveniment; and 
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thill I had timi; to submit the whole to him. With regara 
to this case, joii seem to have tflkeo an inconstdejTiIe view 
of the subject ; because, if you read your own letter under 
my order, dated 24th Febraary— the cireular — you will per- 
ceive that mngisLrntes are not to try causes invoh-ing capital 
puDishmcnt, but are to consider their examinations as merely 
preparatory lo ulterior proceedings. And also, that in such 
cases they are to offer any remarks that may be called for 
on a sepaTRte paper. Now sir you will be pleased li> 
observe, that a man accused of killing bis mother is ac- 
cused of murder, and iborefore it is a case involving capital 
punishment, and tlierefore could not he tried by the magis- 
Irate. And moreover should not have been submitted by 
you to me as proceedings held upon the trial uf Saiitoo 
Hindoo for manslaughter : no such word as manslaughter 
is mentioned or ought to be mentioned in the charge 
against bim, as far as any charge con be discovered in pro- 
ceedings so informally drawn up, if you considered them to 
be what joii denominate them, proceedings hold upon the 
trial of Sanloo Hindoo : you have therefore been in error, 
both RB regards the general view of the subject and its 
details. It is really very bard upon me that those under 
my command will not content themselves with executing 
their own duties, but insist upon advising me how to exe- 
cute mine. With thirty letters now before me to answer 
I have been obliged to read over a second time tlie procctsd- 
ings in this case ; which 1 had already decided upon, but 
whieh I was obUged to go over again, because you say I 
have entirely set aside the verdict of a magistrate. Sir. the 
magistrate did not give a verdict : be, very properly, gave 
bis opinion and recommendation. But even ibis opinion 
ought, following the circular of February 21th, to have been 
on a separate paper, and it was your duty to see tliat it was 
properly done instead of occupying yourself with my duties. 
So much for the case of Santoo Hindoo. 

"Now to your question, viz, — Whether, as in the case of 
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inloo Hindoo, if your excellency gives whnt I conceive to 
legttl order I am at once to pass that order lo the 
gistrate wilLoiit remark, or what course am I to pursue? 
" Annirer. — To obey your orders ! 

"So far I have answered your letter about cases which 
Jly exisL Now for those which only exist in your ima- 
tntion. You are not only so obliging as to teach me my 
Bty as to what I have dooe, but you would proceed to in- 
met me on matters which you hear from a third person I 
intrnd to do ! It so happens that I do not intend to try 
Bukshn Chandiya, except under circumstances of which you 
are ignorant; but which, before you undertook to give mo 
advice, it was necessary you should know. However, as I 
do not require your advice F shall not state them to you, 
more especially, as while you talk of law you appear to me 
to hare but slight acquaintance with it : Chandiya wna not 
legally tried and acquitted. As to your third question I 
distinctly answer, that if you make any official upphcation 
lo the Sudder Court, the advocate genera!, or any other con- 
itituted authority. I ahull consider it to be an act of mili- 
tiirj- insubordination and act accordingly. 

"Captain Young, you have totally mistaken your posi- 
tion. You fancy yourself acquainted with civil law because 
lou are called the civil judge advocate general. You forget 
tIjiiC Scinde is under a military government, and martial law 
ihme is recognised. You fancy yourself sent here to form a 
riminal and civil code of laws. This is an error. Your 
inly is merely to regulate the proceedings of military courts; 
iijiij when I am unfortunately obliged, by being in a reccntly- 
uiiqurred country, to act in that arbitrary manner which is 
^>^rmitLed lo general officers commaQding an army in pre- 
vnce of an enemy, your duty is, not to tench me how I 
•bould exercise the power entrusted to me by my superiors, 
fc«t to assist me in the execution of such powers by atten- 
tiicly doing the duties confided to you. I shall forward a 
■^qiy of UiJB correspondence to Loi'd EUenborough. 



m LIFE OF CHAllLES JAMES NAnEC. El^H 

" Lord RipoD, February 22nd. — TLanks to Lord ESee- 
boroagh's vigour in governing tbi^ eaonuoas eiapire, we 
are likely to have peace od n solid fouDdnlioD. Had be 
lost time he might have had Giraliur tbe Punjaub and 
Scinde on bis hands at once: but a prompt blow, struck 
with his usual vigour, has cidnied down the wliole oyunirj. 
I have little doubt that bad he delayed theio troold have 
been ten times as much bloodshed as the bnttU of Maliaraj- 
poor has cost. I have seen quite enongh ol' India to be 
persuaded that no temporizing policy will do. I snppot^ 
tbe Sikhs will force a war upon us in the Fimjnub, when 
they have fermented a little longer. Really such on enor- 
mous band of anned robbers cannot long be endiued on onr 
frontier! Only imngine, Lord Ripon, what hoiTora would 
be the result if seventy or eighty thousnnd hiirhariniis 
crost^ied the Hyphusis! AH ibe vigour in the world ctiuld 
not collect a force quickly enough to save the country from 
being ravaged ! I detest war as horrible, and contrary to 
Christianity: but a man cannot allow tbe throats of his 
whole family to ho cut rather than knock the villfun's brains 
out who is entering his bouse to perform that operation! 
The Almighty has given to man a spirit of self-defence, and 
I do not believe that our Saviour forbids its honest appli- 
cation. 

" The original occupation of India may have been wrong, 
I think it was; but lljat is no reason why all our throats 
were to be cut by the Ameers ! Yet this was very probable 
had Colonel Outram's ideas of diplomacy been adhered to. 
A small force in Scinde ; tbe desert on the east ; Uie sea, 
for six months nnnavigable ou the south ; the uiountains 
on the west ; the Punjaub and Bbawalpoor on the north ; an 
insupportable heat upon our heads ! A conTederacy was 
forming, and probably two hundred thousand men would 
have been upon us during all our past sickness, when not 
two thousand could have used their arms, and those diTJded 
four hundred miles apiurt! Tliis seems at Erst sight an* 
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■frgersted picture, bnt a little reflection will shev it to be 
both possible and probnbie. And all this Ueulenant- 
Colonel OulrBm nnd those who ngree with him have 
nsked. becnuse he could not find people to take their oaths 
before a magistrate that they saw Meer Roostum and other 
Ameers write the letters we found ! Yet we bad as much 
proof of their being authentic as there has been for hanging 
mnny n man in En^^land by ajurr! 

" The much-abused treaty olfered by Lord Ellenboroiigh to 
the Ameers, and his whole conduct in the transaction, mvei 
na from B catastrophe worse than Cabool. It would have 
required every soldier in India to have rescued the army in 
Seinde. unable as we have been to march five miles from our 
hospitals. I am very confident in the power of discipline, nnd 
power of our soldiers; but I do not believe aucbncanfedcrncy, 
nd finch n sickness, and in such a position, could have been 
overcome by the force in Seinde, I have no right to trcs- 
p4M on your lordslnp by such dissertations ; but my admi- 
mtioo of Lord Ellenboroiigh carries me away when I think 
icliat he has done for his country, and see bow the infamous 
press abases him." — Tbia letter was in answer to some 
Temnrks of Lord Bipon, in the Outram tone, on matters of 
which he was profoundly ignorant, but calculated to please 
ih« directors, of which he was more desirous than to control 

" Sir G. Arthur, February 23rd. — I am told that the 
qtx^aiion of Seinde is to be made a party question, and a 
'rheval di hataiUe' for the Whiga to charge the Tones on, 
but my correspondent laughs at tbia ! Only think of old 
OoDPTnl Morrison living till now! I served under him 
whm ho commanded an Irish district in 1798, a mnjor- 
|(Qoral! I wonder if Lady Carobne is alive!" 
WLaily Caroline Morrison was remarkable for hor beauty, 
itio irit spirit and originality when Dublin society 
inded in those qualities. She was a clever caricaturist, 
t one political specimen of ber keen talent in Uiat Wue 
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may be here noted. A Protcslmit divine, vehement in preacIT 
ing agaiDBl ilie Catholics, had been, or was said lo have 
been, once a priest and to have apostatized. Lady Can>- 
line depicted him in the pulpit with an eager gesture, hold- 
ing forth, while the devil behind him was lifUng witJi his 
fork the Protestant trig nod pointing with a grin to tlid 
friftr's tonsure undemeaih. 

" It is curious that I have lliis moment received a letter 
from my old friend Lord Lyncdoch, written not long before 
his death. My brother observes to me. He had, as Cipsir 
said of himself, lived long enough for nature and forglory.^ 
It is true. Lord Lynedoch and my father were schoolboys 
together, under the same tutor, Hume the historian. My 
father was some years younger than Graham, and the hand- 
somest man I ever laid eyes upon. He was 6 feet 3 inches, 
and I do not think there was a perceptible fault in his 
figure. Sir Joshua Heynolds said the only failing was that 
his neck was too short. I have known him take a pewter 
quart and squeeze it flat in his hand like a bit of paper. 
He told me he was, nevertheless, a, child in the hands of 
Princo Alexis Orloff, Catherine's friend, who was a giant. 
My father once stood under Orioff's arm when extended 
straight from the shoulder, and his head scarcely touched 
the Prince's arm : he said no two men would have a 
chance in contending with Orloff. I know not why I 
have taken up your lime with this twaddle ! I expect Sale 
and Lady Sale here every day. I hear from a fHend of 
Oulram that hia reception has been rather rough,"— from 
Lord Ellenborough, who lie had waited on to ask for a place. 
"What could he expect? For my part, I would sooner 
do anything than ask fuvonr of a man I had abused so 
grossly as he abused Lord Ellenborough. but chetcun d aon 

'JOtit. 

"The whole of the mountain chiefs have offered their 
salaams already, frightened by Fitzgerald's CHmel corps, 

* IIu Imdjuet ilied. ^^H 
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I r have accepted all but one. He hus been told I 
let bis sabmission: be ia ibe ^eatest of the robbers, 
bartlly escape me. His name is Nowbut. He 
B and already is a fugitive without one of his gang 
daring to accompany him : and I am tr}'ing whether ibe 
ili>ctpliiic-d old soldier or ibe robber chief is tlie btbt hand at 
la petite ffuerre. I have been well practised in this style of 
mu-fare both in Irelimd and Greece, and sea nothing diifer- 
ent in India. Old Indians like to flatter iheraselvea that 
human nature in India is different from human nature 
everywhere else, and being like tumspils in a wheel 
tliink themselves wonderful travellers : but they only turn 
a li*g of mutton, while the rest of the world laughs at tbcm. 
"Captain Del Hosie. — I am here, as you know, 'Jack of 
all trades and master of none.' King, queen, chancellor, 
UQbbishop, priest and deacon; general, judge and jurj' ; 
aye even sailor, for I am Olivers vice-admiral of flotilla ! 
I shall shortly begin a canal from the Garra mouth to 
Tminh, and endeavour to force the Indus to obey and keep 
Lilviiys full, making Kurrachee really a port at the mouth 
i>f (lie Indus, and then all the other mouths may open and 
shut at ibeir pleasure, like those of tlieir own crocodiles. — 
Whenever we are sure of tranquillity in tho Punjaub very 
^w troops will be wanted for Scinde ; much fewer I imagine 
ibnn on the ancient frontier line of Deeaa, Balniain, &c. The 
rarur^l corps has done wonders. All the recusant mountain 
'■liiefs have come in, and I may say I have now quieted tlio 
'^Iil hank as well as the left, and my prophecy has come 
'file — not another shot has been fired since the 24th of 
Miirch lo6t ; meaning of course battles where men were slain 
i-'h both sides. However I confess to thinking my prophecy 
in danger two months ago." — Captain Del Hosts bad been 
employed surveying in Scinde. 

" General Simpson. — You will see I have ordered a mili- 
Ury commission to Wanga Bazaar in the Delta, and 1 want 
;^m to choose for president a man with a head upon his 
D 3 
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elioiilders. I linve just heurd Major Woadbouse ie Uie man. 
Tel] him I am alwtiys nervous about any work iu tlmt purt 
of the country, as it is paitioulnrly calculated for a Vendean 
warfare if the people get sulky. There is but cue mode of 
dealing with people in such cases : — he very rigid and very 
just. Woodhouse must be told however, that by justice I 
do not mean letting the guilty escape because they are able 
to soreen their guilt with some nonaenBicnl qiiibhlea which 
to our Enghsb beads soom insurmouulable. My object is 
to have sentence passed according to ibe real conscientious 
conviction of the judges, and not according to what is re- 
quired in an English court of justice. If once the had part 
of the population imagine they can ci^ole us hy quibbles we 
shall have no power to protect the good, A dcop conside- 
riition uf evidence will bring conviction to the mind of the 
judge, and on that let bim act. This is real justice. It is 
not the numbor but the weight of evidence that is essential. 
If we are guided hy numbers, men in the state of barbarism 
that Scinde is in will bring whole villages to swear for the 
innocenoe of the greatest villain. Aye! and villages where 
every man, while swearing to sava the culprit's life wishes 
him hanged over and over again ! 

" There are wheels rolling round of which we good folks 
have uo knowledge ; but we know what is essential, namely, 
that if a British officer weighs well all he hears from a 
number of people, and questions each separately, not so 
much on the general question of guilt as on minute details, 
he will pump out of tliem enough to convince liira of what 
is fact. If he examines them upon the general question 
tliey will agree upon some preconcerted lie iind overthrow 
all his ideas ; but if questioned on colours, forma, phicea ; on 
positions in which people stood; ou hours and thesiataofthe 
weather; the preconcerted story will soon be upset, being un- 
prepared for such questions : thus the value of the tustimony 
is shewn up, and convictioQ opens on tbu mind like da; 
breaking. 
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fSliew this to Woodliouse, and tell him to elicU ns far 
vhe can the feelings of the people, the poorest people, 
rda thoee robbers. If tliat appears unfavourable and 
s convinced of the men's guilt I will hit them hard. If, 
I the contrary, the poor are in their favour he must be 
' cautious, because, whenever a government mnkes 

rtyrs it will find cause to repent sooner or later. There 

■Iwnys some strong thing in favour of men when a whole 
munit}' takes their part, and nilers ought to give them 
credit for ibat general feeling: it is a proper compliment to 
till? public, unless in oases where justice to individuals can- 
Tidi be overlooked. If these twenty-five thieves ordered for 
trial are thorough rascals I will be as severe as the sentence 
of the court admits : if they have only done ' a little busi- 
new,' after the usual style of the country where they dwelt, 
» gmall panishment, as a hint to guide their future conduct, 
may be enough. 

"Colonel Douglas. — lam told that men in the Sudder 
bazaar are punished if they refuse to take copper coin of 
tlip country! This ought to be stopped, because we do 
not want to force the country coin into circulation ; or to 
itt Willi force in any way relative ta money : nor is there 
iiuj propriety in people being punished for refusing copper 
f'lin which is not a legal tender. That is sufficient: but 
■[■re is uo necessity for any man having country coin 
"iltss he likes, as he may always exchange it for the go- 

■ mmcnt copper by applying to the bazuar master, who will 
.':>!' him its value in ptre. Tell the bazaar master he must 
-: the couDtiy coin alone. 

" Lieatenant-Colonel Dickenson. — The inhabitants of 

'' ikaipoor have made a comphunt to me, which I send a 

j.v of. You will send for Mr. Mackeson, lieutenant of 

■ !;..■. and the complainants, and inquire into the matter. 

!]'— ' :ire aa stated, givi? the merchants uiy letter and 
I.- Mr. MockcHon to put an end to practices which ought 
■ :■> iiuve taken place, and which might injure us mate- 

) lu the minds of tbs moat respectable of the popuVa> 
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tion. Should the allegations of the mercbsnls be un- 
founded, explniu to tliem the impropriety of respw table 
men mnking unfuundeil complaints b^dsc aa officer of 
police." 

Letter to the merchants and Hindoos of Shikarpoor. 
" I am surprised that yon should feel eo much interest for 
criminfils .' But ray desire is to govern the country accord- 
ing to the wishes of its respectable inhabitanW, and it would 
be H bad omen for my rule wt-re I to give displeasure to 
good men. Let your wishes touching the ba!r of criminals 
be complied with. I am sent here to govern not to tyrannize 
over the people. Therefore. 

" 1°. No Hindoo shall have the crown of his head shaved 
while I am governor. 

" 2". With regard to debts : the day the balance is struck 
is the date of the account, however long before that account 
was opened. But no dispute settled by the Amoers can be 
interfered with by us. 

" 3". As to the shutting of shops, it is forbid ; it would 
be tyranny; it was a mistake. 

"4". Respecting your women my orders are this: no such 
insult as you complain of shall be offered to them — the 
being produced in open court. But in coses of murder the)' 
must be brought forward if necessary. 

" 5°. I am sorry any offenco should be offered to the mer- 
chants of Shikarpoor, and have ordered the commanding 
officer to inquire into jour complaints and give satiafaoiion." 

Sir Charles Napier's general polity and policy in Scinde 
have been developed in the foregoing correspondence ; hot 
a few more letters are required to shew that oivil government 
and exIeiTial hostility did not comprise all the difficulties 
and vexations of his position. 

" Sir G. Artliur, February 9th. — A letter from Madras 
says they have sent a regiment by long sea. I am sorry for 
this, because they give a detail of allowances beyond whu 

ir Bombay men have : that is enough to excite a mill 
}y army. I do hope it mil he remedied, or some a 
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chief will iiike place I fear : and it would griove me. if my 
ftienda the 25tb sboulJ either be set wrong by the Madras 
tniops wiih high pay, or see these troops better paid than 
ihptnselves who have conquered the country ! I bad some 
difficiihy with the Shah's troops at Sukkur on this head 
and tunny deserted. Yet that was a less grievance than to 
eee two regiments of the same army receive difTerent allow 
ance!). I ehall instantly separate them from tlje Bombay 
troops on their arrival. I had no idea of the difference of 
■llowances, of which I send you a statement. This is a 
Serious difficulty, and if a quarrel bepins between the troops 
iLere will be do end of it. If the vessels bringing them 
nil] take them to Bombay I will send them there ; if not I 
must send the men to Garra, where they will be separated 
from our people, I do not bke to give such a just cause of 
iliicontent to our soldiers. 

"The same, Febniary 28th. — I have written officially to 
ilie adjutant- general, and privately to Sir Tbos. McMahon 
aiioiit a very serious affair, which I have also reported to the 
governor- general. The soldiers' remittances from Scinde 
liHve been cut off from their families by some paying de- 
puriment. This has caused exceeding anger, and very justly 
V), The soldiers have made no complaints, but I am now 
iifraid to inspect a regiment; for unquestionably the men 
oould on being asked if they had any complaints come 
funrard, and what could I say ? Until I heard from the 
<>fju tan t- general I hud no idea that such a dangerous 
^cvunce existed, or you may be sure I would have cried 
out lustily. When I first heard of it my mind was made up, 
lliat if our people were in fault every officer concerned 
"bonld be placed in close arrest: but I knew Woodbtim and 
McLean so well as to be convinced neither was in fault — 
iind BO it appeai-3. This affair is too serious for respect of 
peraons. I conclude it will eventually be brought officially 
tiiulef your notice. I hope no grumbhng will arise in tha 
All the half-caste clerks in this camp are paid 
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rqiorters for the newspnpera, aad explain and exaggeni 
tlie lies inserted in Uio papers by Uieniselves. I need not 
say tlial llie soldiers believe what these drab- coloured gea- 
tlemen say. Thus the stories of the AfaJras troops getting 
JDcreuse of pity by mutiny, and the Bengal troops being let 
off coming to Scinde by the same process, is all taken for 
gospel by men who have been so injured. 

" The officers here are very angry about Dr. Buist's new 
insult. I have not read it, but mean to do so, buoause they 
want me to apply officially to the governor- geneml and tlie 
commander in chief of the Bombay army for justice, as 
Dr. Duist has cast a slur on nil ; and added I bear to bis 
former insults. I hear also he has brought Sir Henry 
Pottinger on the carpet and referred rue lo liim. — Oh here 
eumes the paper, for I do not lunger take Bombay Times. 
Well, it is a nice production. I long to hear your opinion. 
You wanted to institute a prosecution at first, and I think it 
will comp to that at last. Sir Henry Pottinger will of course 
contradict the language ascribed to him I 

" The same, March 2nd. — Dr. Buist's article in the paper 
of the 1 7th ultimo I divide into three portions, 1*. Tha 
asserted language of Sir Henry Pottinger. 2". The as- 
sertion that an officer of the Hydrabad force told him, 
Buiat, the lying story of the zenana. 3°, The abuse which 
he bestowed on the par nobile fratrum." — Sir Charles 
and his brother William, " As to the first, Bmst has 
placed Sir Henry between himself and responsibility : 
how the plenipotentiary will like this remains to be seen. 
I congratulate him on having such a discreet fiiend at 
Bombay ! As to the second, our officers hope tlie govern- 
ment will find out who Buist's informant was ; this does not 
appear difficult, as the commander in chief must knowvhat 
officers were in Bombay belonging lo tlie Hydrabad force at 
the time. If this officer bo found out we have no doubi his 
conduct will meet with its just reward. With reganl to the 
third, it is a private afi'iur of mine end I feel doufal 
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whether to prosecute the blBdigiinrd or not. It is ivii.Ii some 
difficulty I have prevented an officer from going to Booibay 
for the express purpose of ibmshing Dr. Buist; und I 
choald not be m nil surprized if tliis little accideut happens 
to bira some fine morning.' 

•' The Qgent for timber, Surut.— Sir. On the 80lb of 
iTember you wrote to the acting engineer na follows. 
'ly in March next I expect a lurge supply of rafters, and 
tnid ihey then be required I shall be able to forward them 
from Balstir. Now, on the aSth Ftjbruary you say the wood 
coDDOt he supplied till after the rairtK ! In this case, pro- 
bahly a great number of soldiers will die, which will be 
laid lo climate, though, as far as I am able to judge, it will 
be ihe result of your waut of activity and zeal for the public 
scrrice. However I have no wish to condemn you unheard. 
I ahnll therefore state to the governor- general of India, 
that tJiough I have been unable lo obtain rafters from you, a 
boot loaded with rollers, has been obtained fay private indi- 
viduals from Pamaum. which is only fifteen miles from 
Balsor, one of your timber depots ! This fact, and the com- 
plaint I shall make against you for endangering the health 
of the troops you may explain as you please, and I will for- 
ward your explanation to the govemor-geBeral. along with 
the stAtement of facts which I have given you. It is not to 
be endured that my own exertions and those of everybody 
Dudtrr my command in tliis cantonment should be paralyzed, 
lod tlie lives of the soldiers eudougered, because the govem- 
mewi cannot get wood which is procured hy every private 
that wants it. In the conviction tliat rafters can be imrae- 
ilial«ly obtained I have ordered the executive engineer to 
Damanm in a steamer, to get the necessary wood, and I 
Imo lo request that yon will use your utmost excrtious to 
i»l liiin. 

" Sir It, Oliver, Indian Navy. — I have given six regiments 
1 received four and a half! Poor devils that wc are, with 
^han eagles ready to souse from their mountain eyries 
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Upon UB, Riid Sikh crocodiles gaping from tbeir Piinjanb 
rivers to swallow U3 up ! Yet I give you quiet fellows six 
for ibur and a hidf ! Well I am very quiet here for all that. 
Oliver, I do not know who ia right and who wrong about 
the Bengal and Jfadras troops. I know nothing about 
detttlls, and wish to lioar nothing of thom ; but I know that 
right or wrong it is a devilish serious affair for a goveru- 
ment to quarrel with its troops, and will end in mischief: 
not now, but by establishing a raw where no skin should ba 
ever broken. 

" Sir G. Arthur. — I could not have mentioned the 
of tile soldiers' starving families sooner, as I was not m; 
awai'e of it. I received a leUer from the adju tan t- gene rn!, 
begging that we would be more careful to send the remit- 
tances for these poor people ! I was astonished and ordered 
an immediate euquiry as to where the fault lay, intending to 
punish the culprit to tho fuU extent of my authority. This 
took up some time, as we had to write to Hydrabad. The 
binme was not in Scinde, and I immediately made my report 
to the govern or- general, to you, and to the commander in 
chief at Bombay. Mutiny was then going on among 
Madras troops in the south, and among the Bengal 
in tho north, and I saw at once the dangerous positio] 
which tills neglect placed the troops here! So situal 
was clearly my duty to let authority know it. Sir Thi 
did know it, but was apparently not aware of the qui 
which the neglect lay, if neglect be a sufficiently expre: 
term ? His excellency tiiougbt it was in Scinde, but as fiir 
as I can make out, after minute enquiry, this is not the case, 
and I have sent a certificate to that effect from Capi 
McLean the paymaster. 

" I send you a copy of my letter to Lord Ellenborot 
I did not want him to niuve in the business; all I 
was, that if any spirit of mutiny appeared among the troops 
in Scinde it should also appear that I had given notice of 
the danger to the highest authority, as well as to every 
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%ay be wrong, but Lfaiok yon v'lil agree wiUi me in coiisj- 
deriug ihiit tbe most vigorous measures are necessnry to 
pnniah the guilty and thereby secure the proper confidence 
'iliich the Sepoy hns in the government, hut which 1 have 
■ lu twice assailed in two years. You will remember the 
■iliiir of tbe aith N. I. which look place at Poonab and 
iiiiuie the regiment very aulky. You had just arrived, and I 
lelit-ve put it all right. Between ourselves Sir Tliomas bad 
acknowledged the justice uf ihe complaint and promised 
rt-dress two years before. They told me this on parade, and 
snid. We have been promised by Sir John Fitzgerald and Sir 
Thumns MacMahun. What are we to beHeve? Vet till you 
urived I could not gel ibese men justice ! Sir Thomas him- 
self acknowledged to me that be bad promised them, and was 
all aaionisbment that they bad not received their money ! 

" My long experience of soldiers makes me fear these 
diings. Men are dissatisfied, they ruminate upon them, and 
iliey will evince their displeasure in critical momenis even 
ibottgh it brings danger upon themselves. The troops of 
i«o presidencies are in a staUa of mutiny and it will be very 
awkward if those of the third be so too ! Having done 
fverjahing in my power to pnt matters right 1 am at my 
I'sise. because confident as man can be of the good conduct 
yf iliD Bombay troops : but I must also feel that my own 
(.'onduct has been correct, to be able to act decisively and 
iritli a clear conscience if any misfonune should occur." 
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Having pnesed the crisis of pestilcnoe acJ oanoiliated or 
daunted all the bordering monntaiD chiefa and Affghans; 
liAving brought the civil government into working order 
and recovered his own personal strength, Charles Nnpicf 
now resolved to make an exploring journey by the Htla 
Mountains through tlie Jokea tribe, the chief of which was 
judged to bide sUong enmity under a feigned subuiission. 
Efforts were made by rumours of danger from violence 
and Die ruggedness of the country to prevent this journey, 
but in vain, and his account of it will not he found without 
interest, the allusions being first cleared by an explanatory 
retrospect. 

After the destruction of Aurengzebe's Bassaar at Cabool, 
a Vandalism and ignoble revenge. Generals Pollock and 
Nott had retired from Affghanistan, ibeir safety in ibe 
Punjaub being insured only by the personal good fnith of 
Shere Sing, in opposition to bis sirdars, and by the assem- 
bling of Lord EUenborough's army of reserve, which was 
ridiculed by all the Indian newspapers. The Court of 
Lahore then became a scene of treason and murdi-T almost 
unexampled, and the Ealsa army not only domineered in 
its own state, but constantly menaced the British frontier. 
Tiie Affgbnns of Candabar and tlie sirdars of Kbekt. wbo 
forcibly ruled their young prince, hoped for a general con- 
federacy against the British ; and idl the mountain Beloo- 
obees were ready to join in that or any war promising 
booty. The Mussulmans of India were also on the watob, 
and suddenly the state of Gwalior took the Held. l^tjj^H 
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idiit totlered, but Lord Ellen borough's timely blow at 
Mnbaraj{ioor ateadied her a^oiii. Charlos Nnpior mean- 
vlijle awed ihe Cnudarhees, tbe Chelateea, and tlii; moan- 
tain tribes; but still tbe Kalso army remained like a 
Uiundcr-cloud, oTerhnnging the Sutlego frontier, wbilfl 
SawoD Mull of Mooltan, governing Sikhs with o half 
iodependence, menaceil the norihero frontier of Sdnde. 

The Mooltan territory was bordered on the south, as 
Si-iudtf was on the north, by a raiigo of mountain i^ocks, 
tivitdiog from the Indus to the Sohraan and Hula ranges ; 
uid s^'ain, between these rooks, called the Cutchee hills, and 
itie Scindinn frontier was a desart. In these rocks dwelt 
ihe Jlurrees, the Juckranees, the Keytrians, the Miizzurees, 
tbe Bboogtces, the Doomkecs, and other predatorj- tribes ; 
■ome absolutely independent, some owning a nominal 
alh-giaoce to tbe Mooltan man some to the Eban of 
EbelaC Holbers tliey were, and called themselves bo, 
iLeir sense of die word however being only wild, furious, 
devastating swordsmen. Of these tbe Doomkees under 
Bejft Khan, n noted chief whose fortress was at I'oolagee, 
westward on the edge of the deeart, now made a foray 
upon Scinde, and with peculiar barbarity; being instigated 
to that and others which followed by the Liou, who flying 
from tbe Candaharees had recently taken refuge amongst 
tlic robbers. Secretly backed up by Sawan Mull of Mool- 
tan, and being themselves formidable for mischief and 
■till more for defence, these predatory tribes by their 
inroadu, not only wasted the frontier of Scinde hut tended 
ti) bring liie Scindian govemuieni into contempt with the 
tingbbouring races. The governor was therefore excced- 
iagly sensilive to tiiis danger, and the more sii that the 
itiola of ibe Hala nuige was filled with tribes of the same 

bits though not so notoriously men of the strong hand. 

pK indeed a great evil and at this lime augmented by 
r mischief of portentous aspect, namely, the mutinous 
ution of some Bengal regiments coming from Feroze- 



69 



LIFE OF CHARLES JAMES SAPIER. 



poor to reinforce the garrisnDs of Shiknrpoor and Suklor. 
close to the robber tribes. This was au ill-judged reinforce- 
meut to Bead, and untowurdly coincident with a great expe- 
riment now in progress under Lord Ellenbo rough's onlera, 
namely, that Sir C, Napier was to assemble all the cbie& of 
Seinde at Hydrubad— tliere to receive their salaams in 6UiI« 
as a manifesto to the world that Seinde was Bntisli. But 
with this notice the general's own story can now be better 
understood. 

"Journal, March and. — Sir Robert Sale is a real fine old 
soldier as ever stepped. Good head, sound sense, all one 
expects of the heroic defender of Jellalnbnd. He lius told 
me some curious things about Generals • • • * and 
*•«»•** ^0^ • « » A^ eonfirming t]ie public opinion 
of those recent heroes not being above par : however 
* * * * is so dii^liked that it la hard to believe what may 
be said: Lady Sale told me, he admitted to her that he 
never quitted bis palanquin. 

" March I4th. — Left Kurraohec for the Hub River, which 
ia onr frontier to the west, but if it be necessary the line of 
the Pub or Hub mountains beyond the river shall be tnkeu. 
A cnrioiis proof of our tranquillity has occurred. Houssein 
Ah and Khan Mohamed, son und nephew of Roostum, tlie 
two princes who idndled the war, have sent me offers tu sur- 
render if I will maintain them from their former revenues. 
My answer is that I will send them to the other Ambers at 
Sapoor in India. This day, 1«I0, George and William 
were wounded at Condeixa in Portugal. Would to God I 
could see them once more ! Ere we meet I may bo in the 
Punjaub, once more engaged in that glorious but terrible 
game of war. If it must be, then Sawnn Mull of Mooltan 
you and I must play a rude game together, aw look out or 
you may get the worst of it; if not ihey must manage badly 
at Ferozepoor- I will answer for Gough's left if he secures 
his own front. Ho must however take the lino of the 
Hyphnsis, and hold it uncrossed by an enemy or I cannot 
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^m much good at Moullan : I cfinnot pass ibe Indus wiclioiil 
being sure of Bbawul Khan. But am I to live and die in 
war! Am I tu be drawn from my gloinous projects of 
cnnnls and roads, and moles and civilization, again to the 
linninable work of war ! A bloody day is about lo dawn on 
ihe Pnujuub ; great good will arise from that, but it will not 
lie fur me. I want peace and public works of utibty, not 
slaughter: there is no happiness in victory ! 

" March J 5th, Hub River. — I am at the pass most north- 
ward of two here; that nearest the sea must have been 
Alesunder's, because he probably kept as near the shore as 
lie could. The valley of this river Hub is wide, and on 
i-.th sides are high ridges of hills, so the river is a good 
I'ltudury. Very few people apparently. One chief ciime 
,11 Hw was, as they alt are, frightened at first, but finding 
I neither barked nor bit he grew more at his ease : he is, 
like all the rest, very handsome. I never see an ugly 
betooch, or ugly Scindiun man; their poor women are 
- ■iirccly human. A poor liitia hoy has just come to my 
Mil with his arm all bloody, having been bitten off by a 
mcodile yesterday. The poor child bears it admirahly. 
I have sent him to Kurraeheo. Poor little fellow! He 
-"[-ms about ten years old and has do father or mother: 
tlje world has gone hard with him, but I hope it will go 
hnicr DOW poor lad. He shall go to school, and if he learns 
English he can earn his bread well in a place where iuter- 
jireters are so scarce. I have been reading Lady Sale's 
look. My God what guided these people ? were thoy per- 
fect idiots ? To read of such folly is so disgusting that I 
think not to finish the book. Had she commanded all would 
liavc gone on better." 
Betuming now to Kurracliee, previous to his main jnnmey, 
■ beard that his name had been mentioned in Uie Queen's 

Fitzroy, March. — I need not say what pleasure we 
ienced at being so highly honoured by Her 
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Majesty I I send yonr lordship the memorial of 
desemng man, Cnpt&in Mainwariiig. He clistinguisLed 
himself nt Dubba. We had just got over those two 
infernnl ditches when a. lot of powder blew np snd 
tumbled tis nil about ; tlie moment was cribea) nod Cap- 
tain Malowaring behaved with great coolness in re-forming 
his compunv. though he was a good deal singed. Being a 
W'imcss of his hebaviour I am nnturallv anxious tliat he 
should succeed." 

Tliis MaiD\Taring nns a man of humour also. Being at 
n dinner in Bomhny, Dr. Buist was placed beside him and 
very nen'ously spoke thus. Captain Mainwaring I suppose 
I have your dishke. I am Dr. Buist of the Bombay Times, 
Why should I dislike you my firiend ? I never read your 
paper. 

" As to Scinde there is here no feeling of country, iheii 
Bttacliment is to tribe: vanity and fear attach them to their 
chiefs. My way was therefore clear, viz. secure the good- 
will of the chief and the tribe are safe : this put the question 
in a nuisheJl. But how manage the chiefs ? Through self- 
interest witlioul leiting them grow saucy, for they are apt to 
mistake civihty and kindness for fear. I hanged one or 
two and gave all the others even'thing they had from tlie 
Ameers and more, and at the same time Lord Ellenburough 
reduced some taxes. This won them all over on the left 
bank among the plains, but I expecfid more tronble 
amongst the mountains on the right bank, where tbey 
are wild devils. Therefore I patiently bore with their 
plundering until my camel corps was formed at Kurrachee, 
where they knew but little what I was about. It was put 
under n bon sabreiir — young Fitzgerald, who has killed a 
dozen in single combat, and has n bead on his shoulders 
though he won't leave other men's there. The other day he 
si'ized a chief after making a pounce on him by a march of 
n hundred miles in forty-eight houra, and amongst moun- 
tains I This so frightened them that, three dayi 
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hundred and tiflccD mountain chiefs came in and made 
nJaatn. I remTed them with kindness and had a review, 
which nttained my object : my Hsteners tell me (he greatest 
chief said. If twenty tiiousand of na went at tliem not two 
bniKlrcd would reach them with our swords, they are not 
hamuD. ihey are devils. How far this is true I cannot suy, 
Wing a little king in Scinde and kings don't always hear 
truth 1 They were however in great asloDishment and 
admiration ; and the general opinion is that these wild 
fellows will hold to their allegiance, unless my folly gives 
them a convenient opportunity of safely cutting our 
throats. 

" AJl plundering has ceased since I launched the cumel 
■^firpB, aid^l Vy irregular horse and a strong police ; and by 
■i'- previous delay a great number of villages have been 
...ined to our side, for they suffered and got angry with 
■ rohbers. Lord EUenboruugh is my great support; for 
.■All and wrong are not tho rules in India, and but for him 
! :tiould have been unable to get ibrough my work. They 
•ho think he leaves everything here to me are wrong ; ho 
Itoks with indefatigable energy into everything and directs 
■S the chief points : his mind is most searching ; it gauges 
ncrything, and his plans are noble and generouci to the 
people. I work con amure, for I have the same wishes, 
ud ihfl added one to gain hia good opinion : he has saved 
litdia if ever a man saved a country, 

" The duke will of course hear that there are discontents 
ODongst the troops of the Beugid and Madras presideuciei:). 
I do not know the details of the question. The rice seere of 
inu pdimds is not dearer here than in the Bombay presi- 
ijenuy ; bnt tlie Bengal Sepoy only gets sixteen seerea of 
fi-od for a rupee here, instead of the eighty aeores he gets 
III Bmgal. At least in that proportion la the expence of 
ill* food here and there, as I am told by Bengal officers. 
Tli^ Bombay Sepoy is a quiet good soldier in any case, but 
i^'^iuing to Seinde he gains and therefore is contented. The 
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pTeat military evil of Indin which strikes me is this. Aff** 
the old oflicere get snug places, and regiments are left lo 
boys. The 8th N, I. were on parade for inspection last 
week eiglit hundred strong, and there were only three 
officers, of whom two had not been dismissed drill ! This 
will not do : the men look to the native oflScer ; and he, 
teaching the salieh, naturally looks upon him as liis pupil 
not his master. Some day evil will arise from all this. If 
T had a voice I would insist upon field officers being with 
tiielr regiments and not holding civil situations, at least nol 
more than one field officer and one captain being away on 
civil employments. That officers do civil duties far better 
than civil sen'ants I have not the slightest doubt, but tbeo 
there ought to be more officers. Sir Thomas Munro, I hear. 
said he thought three officers were sufficient for regimenU. 
This is high authority, yet I confess to thinking him wrong; 
or else, which is very possible, the state of the army and 
style of officer have changed : not altogether better not 
altogether worse, but become different. 

" Taking the Company's officers altogether they are very 
accomplished men, with great professional knowledge ; espe- 
cially of staff duties, in which I consider them, gi'nemUj 
speaking, superior to onra : as regimental officers they are 
inferior, but the Sepoy is such a good man he requires no 
looking after. Lord W. Beutinck, by abolishing flogging 
has lefl no punishment when an army is before the enemv. 
I did, enlre noun, make free with the law and the cat. break- 
ing one and using the other, I shall be hanged one day ! 
The niles here are strange. I ara in the field and may at 
any moment be in the midst of enemies ; yet I cannot 
inflict the slightest punishment by a general court-martifll 
on either officer or private soldier ! That is to say if he 
belongs to the Bengal side ; if ho belongs to the Bombay 
side I can, my two warrants being different. If the« 
Sepoys were not the best men in the world thoy would 
give their commander much trouble. Every Sepoy, 
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puiuah«i], 18 turned out of the service: thus if the finest 
soldier Jn the army commits a fault, retiuiring perhaps 
pmiishiucul by hard labour for a day, he is turned out 
■ud lost. But I have been in situations where I could 
dot turn them out, for they would either siaive or have 
iheir throats cut; so I did all my work by the provost 
maishd. At this the papers wero wrath, and called upon 
the Sepoya lo resist llie Jicry old foal at tkeir hemi." 
Hu was now on liis journey through the Jokea country. 
" Sir G, Arthur, March 30th. Camp.— It is hard lo 
write in « high wind, and it is killing to shut it out \ I 
have been along the hank of the Pubb or Arabis River, and 
am now going lo visit Hjdrabad. I find, what I suspected, 
that the Jam of the Jokeas does not approve of my new line 
uf Kwl, projected to go through his little fastnesses, which 
I trnftin to pass to-morrow. Having but a slender escort, 
now la his time, he would have given his eyes for such 
m opportunity last year, but now he loves me as tenderly 
M if I was his dearest friend, thanks lo the carabines of thu 
Bdode horse ! He is one, if not the only one leil of the 
Sdadiui nobles. He was, he told me, the last of the 
EtOora men who yielded to the BeloocL Tolpoors, and that 
QU till the Kullora king yielded. — ' I am also the last that 
hu yielded to you, and as I was faithful to the Talpoors so 
I will ho to the British.' 1 told him he was quite right, as 
bong banged was very unpleasant. Since we put down 
Share Mohamed he has behaved tolerably well, but having 
Boiaith whatever in this crafty old chief I am resolved lo 
open out his couutr)' well. He is a fine-looking old man, 
hot onniung about the eyes as nearly all these felloivs 

"I agrea with you in thinking a government newsptiper 
■mM be « useful thing. If Sir Charles Metcalfe fiattercd 
iuBurlf tliat he had established a free press heve, poor man, 
lie was woefully mistaken. 1 have not the slightest objection 
to a fttto press, or to any pre 
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eign their aames to personal attackB; but if one has no pi^ 
to speak truth in, aud no lawyer thai dares to prasecaie, liie 
most infamous accusations can be put forth at pleastiTe, and 
the public has a right to believe what is not [!ontradict«d or 
prosecuted! A government paper wonid set the public 
right: neither Pilt nor Fox were above this. For my put 
I like to let truth come out, and not let falaefaood fly he 
colours on the field without as opponent. I would ptntjdl 
the Bombay Times if I conld, and as to its doing the 
paper good, I would not mind that ; all I want is that Uti 
public should hear the truth. I am now accuse<) of 
giving Graham the place of boat master. I did uo Bucli 
thing: so much the reverse is the truth, that Preedy gave 
it to him aod I not only refused to sanction it bnt tumcd 
Graham out. It is thus those anonymous writers go on. 

" The Murrees and Bhoogtees Lave a war. and the latter 
have slain a number of the former. The gnthenng of ibof 
tribes frightened my conunandant at Sukkur, and bo wrote 
to me thus. We have nowhere to marrh upon ' noiehrre 
to retreat to! It might he another Cahool affair. I lold 
him he was unfit to command, and sent Gen. Simpsun to 
Bnkkur at once before such nn alarmist could injure the 
spirit of the troops : these tribes and the bad spirit of li>* 
Bengal troops ot this moment require firmer nerves tlian 
his. Ue has a strong garrison, a fortress and steamers, and 
the dusert, and three of the best partizan officers of Indii 
in his suite, viz, Tait, Malet and Fitzgerald! God birastlie 
man, I beUeve ho is a good man, but the spirit of the trDOjis 
must not be injured if he was ilie best in all India. 

"M. Genl. Napier, Marclt 23rd. — The papers will tell 
you the Bengal and Madras troops are not in a right siaW. 
My chaps are all sound. There is a manner in all the 
soldiers towards me that makes me feel I can do aoyliuDg 
with tbem : tliey know my liigh opinion of them and that I 
take their part against wrong. 

" All the mountain chiol's have made salaam. One 
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md fideen arrived here two days ago. A dozen miles 
off ihey hftlled with their armed followers and sent me word 
They vrrr cams. Very weleome! Make your salaam, but 
if you come with arms woe betide you. Downi went the 
ums. I received ihem haughuly, asking why they had 
fatiDg back eo long? We were frightened and dared noi 
apiKar in your presence. Of what were you afraid? We 
do not know. Von are onr king, we now lie at your feet 
wd pray ibr purdon. 

" Chiefs. Have I done evil to any man except in battle? 
' No ! yon have been merciful to all, everybody says so. 

" Why then were you afr^d? We do not know. Pardon, 
and wc will guard all our country from enemies. 

" 1 do not want you to guard anything : you saw my 

L'imd corps. Wliai I want is that you should be good ser- 

VHDld to the Queen my mistress. We will. Salaam then to 

licr pirtnro, they did so, and then I said. There is peace 

l"'twivn UB. All Scinde belongs lo my Queen : we are now 

i.iw subjects and I am here only to do justice. But mark ! 

. iSier litis, any chief plunders I will enter his countrj- and 

■iroy bis tribe. You all know the battles were won with 

! w thousand men. Now we have here fifteen thousand, 

<i n hundred thousand more will coue at my oall : hence 

' threat is not au idle one. I give now to each man hiei 

-hire, and all he had under the Ameers. Then they cried 

.:. Voa are our king. Let it be so, we are your slaves. 

" Having thus assured them I said, My soldiers shall be 

■ irn to yon in order of battle to honour you. They did 

[ *oH»n to like this ; few had ever seen Europeans before 

' : :ii;;!y they feared a massacre was designed: their 

"viJenl. Then I sought to reassure them by 

-lions about the battles of some who had been 

knew me. Why did you run away at Dubbu 

■ avalry charged ? One quickly answered, Be- 

-w r<- frightened : and that is the reason why T WAks 

i~iIIl^ lo como before you now, for they say you like 
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those best wlio fought best, aud don't like those who no 
ftway. The nioonshee said to another chief. You were in 
our rear at Meeanoe with ten thousand men ? No, only 
eight thousand, bo answered inslnntly. He is a shrewd old 
fellow and told me of all the tribes that were tben bearing 
down on us: we sliould have bad eighty Uiousand wiibin a 
few days. His aooouBt tallies exactly with my knowledge, 
only he makes out that it would have taken six days; but the 
place be mentions as that where they heard of the buttle 
proves that they were much closer. Thus I amused them 
for a good hour, laughing and joking about the battles; bat 
there were three or four stem unbending sarage- looking 
ruffians, evidently ripe for mischief and only yiehiing to d^ 
cumsiances, and I resolved they should aeo our troops. 

" They obeyed my invitation, despite of their fears, anil 
at four o'clock attended on horseback at my door. We rode 
to the field with my escort, under Ali Bey, who watches over 
me like a oat over a mouse. I took my guests to a hill in 
troni and threw out skirmishers ; that they seemed to bold 
cheap, but when the line advanced it was difTereuL That's 
the way you came on at Dubba said a Lbugaree clanBmui, 
and the others called out. By Allah ! it is a wall, a motiiig 
wall! Nothing can stand that! Oh Padisliaw you an 
master of the world ! Who can stand before you ? No» 
look again I said, and, as previously ordered, a long Bin- 
tained file iire went on imlil the air was well agitated eai 
we could not bear each oilier speak, and then the lins 
charged with shouts. Tliese things surprized them most 
and drew forth exclamations of Oh Padisbnw, Sic. Ths 
guns kept a good fire also, and then we formed square, »d 
darkness having fallen, the sheets of flame covaring fiA 
square and tJie rapid march of the guns over some iwAj 
heights delighted them. Seeing thie I dismisaed ih* 
saying — You have now liad the same honour as we paj to 
kings. This was agreeable and I think we may oount uprt J] 
their fears for a long time. So much for the moDtnunua^' 
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"There can be no geneml conspiracy kept secret in 
Scinde. The Hindoos and Musselmons Late each otber : 
aud Uie fonoer would give information of any Belooch mis- 
cliief, because tliey know ilieir own throats would first feel 
the knife and ttiey Uve nmongst each otber; and as the 
Hindoos and Scmdees preponderate in number E think we 
uru safe. As for the exterior : when the Afighans got the 
last ahilling from the Lion they made a man whisper to his 
servant, so near hie tent that he could hear, that the servant 
hnd better escape for they had sold Mahomed to me for Sj 
Iw* of rupees. The poor Lion leaped upon his horse and 
fled lo the Bhoogtees' hills, where he has friends ; but the 
Bboogteet) have a quarrel with the Murrees, who he between 
ihcm and us, and the Lion is thus in ' a Jii\' The Sikhs 
•wf as yet at peace ; but their army is master of all, and 
- vi;nty thousand strong, with a miechievous disposition and 
■ ij'iod artillery. 

" I am going to raise two battalions of Scindees and Be- 
loochees as on experiment, without much confidence in 
l^wm at present, except against the Sikhs; but a failure will 
not hurt me, for if they joined on enemy with their arms 
two battalions more or less would not turn me out of Scinde. 
I meftn also to construct Martello towers round each sta- 
UOD, to enable a small force to maintain them while the 
mass moved to healthier spots at bad seasons : for though 
Wff must bold Hydrabnd Sukkur and Kurrachee at all 
tiJts, the troops shall if possible be moved from the river 
influence in autumn. This ia however difficult, for he run« 
«fkT UB in these vast plains ; and there are no roads, no 
nuterials, and no food in tlie bills, all is barren! Then 
tu«r: thot is our difficulty. Yet perseverance and pa- 
aftice irill do much, and ceconomy in what will admit of it, 
I CT'eni Scindo for less than £90,000 a year, including my 
r->ljce, and most anxious am I about this mailer; but in 
-■Jgmg troops not only well but grandly there ought to be 
f panimouy. Lofty barracks are very expensive, vet ah- 
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salutely neceasiiry to sustiun the SciudiuD heal. Oru^^ 
arohitecture 13 not my meaning, but Iiigh rooms, thick 
walls, and plenty of rooms, 

" My camel corps made & mardi of a liundred mites iu 
forty-eight hours to seize a chief; tliia was with common 
haggoge animals : when we get riding camels Fitzgerald 
has no doubt of going two hundred miles iu the eanio lime ! 
Each beast carries two men, one. the driver, armed witli n 
short musqueC and a sword ; the other, a fighting -Sc-poy, 
armed with a musquet and bayonet. For action the Sepoys 
dismount, form and advance while the camels are placed in 
a circle with tlieir heads inward and fastened together witli 
bars, which hook on the baiters from nose to nose, so lliat 
they cannot rise. The baggage is in the centre, and the 
drivers witli ibeir short fire-arms stand between the animals 
in defence of the living redoubt. 

" You may well say some of the editors of te^-spapers ore 
nice fellows. I am under ban here for not being afraid of 
thera : I lashed out at a public dinner, and their fury 
makes me laugh. They say I nm more obhged to the 
press of India than any man ever was before ; that it abusw] 
the Duke of Wellington ' ten times at much after the 
battle 0/ Assays an it has done mel' a nice characteriif 
themselves : but I never complained of their abuse Xhey 
have attacked George at the Cape, and his work is of a 
quietor nature than mine, the fighting part of whicli knocked 
them over. But the good he has been doing by preventing 
war and massacre there with steadiness and impartiality has 
of course attracted all their scurrihty. He will look back 
with pleasure to his honorable and useful govei-nment; and 
the promptness with which he sent off reinforcements to 
Port Natal shews the energy with which be would have 
acted had a decided war broken out: 1 doubt a better 
governor beiog found for the Cape, and am sure it has 
never before had so good a one. He is however too 
frank and honorable for Cape colonists, Dutch Soera, 
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Kaffir barbarians, the last in my belief the best of the 
three. 

" You say rightly that ' the shout of tlie 22nd in the 
bailie was worth a million ! and the cheers after the battle 
worth a mitlion more.' The same thing happened at 
Dubba. What are courtly honours after that ? That mi- 

cable wretch Buist made a comparison between Moore's 
»t and tie Cabool massacre, before I left Poonah. I ■ 

wered him. And I will assuredly take an opporiunity 
tif publicly e:cpressing my admiration of, and my obliga- 
tions to Moore : the more I see of war and of military life 
the greater is my admiration of his genius and character. 
When I tliink of him and our father, and that I am so 
inferior to botlt, the workings of fate do indeed seem dark 
and inscrutable. 

"Jouroid, 30tb, Chundrapura. — On ihe march to tliis 
place it struck me that the small river Mulieree or Mtilier, 
*l(ioh trickles along yet never fails to have some wattr, 
!!j]iy be brought by an aqueduct to Kurracbee, and by 
ukiug tanks there wo should have a good supply of ex- 
cellent water: this would be tlie making of Kurracbee. 

" Malum- Warrie, Maroli Slst, — Threaded this day two 
passea. having rocky ridges all round and of a strange 
ippoarance. I picked up curious specimens of stone, some 
ligbt and apparently soiul with sulphur; others as black 
w coal, for which we at first took it, but it was very heavy 
uid not coal — black and red, iroD-looking stone, generally 
iphl in pieces with sharp edges, each face of l!ie solid being 
I well-defined polygon. I have traced my intended new 
toad clearly, it is constantly £.N.£. and can easily be 
made. Schemes for improving Scinde rolled in my brains 
all ilie ride. 

'■ Uydrabad, April 4th. — Once more in the conquered 
diyl Wo have opened it much, but I have no time for 
ieS<ctioo, except that some pride is fair at having added a 
kiagfkiiu and itti capital to the possessions of our country. 
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Yet tliiB is stnpid nonsense ! A few yeiirs, nay a Itw i 
and I may be with poor Jackson and Tees 
I will die doing my duly, as they did ! 

" 8th.— Just rptnmed from Meeanee. I had not i 
that field since the day of the battle. I was qnicr rigl 
attacking tbeir front. I could not liiiTe tiinied either fl 
without finding iliem on a more forroiditble front. Hftd F 
moved rouad their left we should have come upon the rivBr 
where the banks are pi'ecipitous instead of sloping, anil 
must Imve fought our way through ft thick jungle or shi- 
karjjah, which would have broken all jbrmalicm, and the 
arlillery could not have passed. Hod the movement been 
by my left I should have been also foiled; the Sciiidf 
horse will get over anything that troops can get over, and 
they tried that side but wens obliged to turn, finding a soc 
cession of nullahs scarped by the enemy. It is in vain to 
mwimuvre amongst uullabs, they not only break your ftir- 
mntion, and perhaps force you to opernte in a way you do 
not wish, but they require so much time to pass nrtiUery 
and oavalry thai ttie enemy has leisure to make counter 
movements at his ease. Turning a flank is of no use. ex- 
cept to force an enemy to quit a strong position and occupy 
a wwiker; but in this flat country you do ntH throw faini 
into a weakijr. at least it is so little probable that it wifl'* 
oflen happen. 

" Turning a flank has generally the advantage of enal 
you to cut your enemy's communications, and perhaj 
tcruopt his convoys: but a Belooch army has no convoys- 
no communication, no firont, no rear ! It lies snug belvemi 
four nullalia. which it seaips and then smoothes tlie o 
opnee. You must get nt it as best you can over all l 
Inhit, its multitudes rushing to the defence of each i 
mi'uaced. EvtTv man has a bag of grain, and thus, i 
riiniitnrv, touts, clothes, provisions, onns, ammuniUou, ■ 
oi) his back. If ihey fall short he decamps for a few d 
ivturn with all replenished ; and as his army is more n 
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B ihan yonre yon oniioot prevent thnt : a Beloooh army is 

B n wiry chap to deal with. 
■ The graves are tUiek, and shew wliere tho mortal strife 
They are putting a tomb, with ft large enclosure, 
r the body of Jan Mohomed, slain by M'Murdo, who en- 
HKgBd and slew three that day, and tliree more at Dubba ! 
Poor fellow, ho was with me. and as we looked at the tomb 
■ ■f Jan Moharaed I could not help fearing tljat his own end 

- not far distant, unless lie takes more care of himself than 
■iin force him to do : his liver is greatly swelled, and there 

- fear of an abscess. If he hres to be forty and calms down 
ilia impetuoHity, he will be an ornament to Scotland — he is 
» now. Well, there are plenty of graves ! This blood is 
"'■(. ns tlial fellow Outram says, and as Sir Henry Pottin- 

-■ r says, ray fault. As to Outram I excuse him, he has 

i.'*h a weak miserable head ; Pottinger I do not know, but 
i.iB abuse of the Sciude affair is no credit to him, for he ad- 
nmd Lord Auckland to do everything Lord Ellenborou^h 

"' Looking coolly over Meoauec. how my staff and myself 
-rnped I know not: the lines of English and Beloocbees 
iiT-i some fifteen feet asunder and I was for three hours 
"i-iwefii tliem. several limes scorctied by the fire and never 
i'ludii-d : neither I, nor my horse, nor my clothes ! Wiley 
■!i'^ adju tail I -general was hit. but neither M'Murdo nor 
U'Pbersou, nor Thompson, norPelley, nor Brown, nor Wad- 
I diagton were louclied. They went away from time to time 
' >ilh orders ; bnt I never (juiited the bank a moment, wnlk- 
I'lR niT horse back and forward, while fellows flashed off' 
'i^':ir matchlocks in my face at a distance of only 8 or Id 
i"'i I Truly there is a fate which determines these things. 
1 H'-vcr expected to escape when 1 saw the line give baek, 
■"iJ ihe shields clash over the bank ; the men could not be 
^ut op ti> tlie edge or to form : yet no man turned, it was a 
wtof scare, ihey staggered back, hut with bayooetj) pro- 
I Vodtd. But had the fieloocbees in a mass run u^ob us. 



BS LIFE OF CHAltLF.S JAMES KAPIEB. 9^H 

brokeo as we were, beaven knows what the resull would hsn 
beeD. Shoulder to shoulder we could have withstood tlieit 
charge, but broken as we were my belief is we could naU 
However, I always felt contideal of victory somehow, eren 
when on tlte edge of the bank I first saw llie multitudes be- 
low roe, and the mass of shields ! Jupiter Ammon ! whit t 
weight of flesh and bones to have pressed boldly upon us \ 
I trusted to our fire, we could not miss; yet some nervous 
fellows fired in the air and burnt my face, though on horse- 
back. I saw numbers do this, it eun^d me. To fire low 
is essential. 

" Well, such is Moeanee, and with it my name mnet go 
down to posterity in Indian military history. 

" The ground is so covered with bushes I did not know 
it again. Our slain are buried in a spot bearing S.S.W of a 
large tree on the right bank of the FuUaillee, and at a hun- 
dred of my horse's paces from that tree. At that tree also 
our artillery halted al'tor we had forced tlie passage of the 
river ; if it falls we shall not easily find the graves, ibey are 
even now much effaced, but I will at once secure them. 

" April 12th, Tattah. — On my return we were delayed on 
the banks of the Indus. Three of my servants got dnmk 
and were not to be found. By some error of orrangemonl 
tliere was no steamer for tbe women and children of the 
Boldicrs, who would have been exposed to the sun in tents 
all yesterday. To prevent this I set off from Ilydrabod 
sooner than originally intended to help tbem ; and here, 
after all my hurry and giving up even serious business I 
have been detained by the drunken rasoals. When they 
came on board I made the boatswain give twelve strokes to 
the Christiana, and six to tlte otliers, with a ralan over their 
clothes. We ran aground just as day closed and the horsH- 
boat in tow came bump against us and sunk. I was in a 
great fright for my dear horse. Bed Hover ; however three 
blacks jumped overboard with knives, and hoarding the BUtl^ 
ing vessel cut the collars ajid head ropes ; when the H^^H 
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I thos loosed seven of them begun & devil of a row, 
ting like mad with eacli other ! The bont sunk quickly 
er Indus soon quenched their fire, und tbey found 
themaelvee swimniing ! Red Rover took the farthest bank, 
tboDt a mile distant, wliere he and two companions arrived 
and instantly renewed their fight like good soldiers: tlie other 
four got on a shoal on the aide near which the boat sunk 
and were quickly caughL 

" The Rover is bitten and kicked all over, and so is John's 
horse : but the doctor's little grey pony bit and kicked all 
tlie while they fought, and run when they attacked him : he 
lias thus escaped, the cunning httle devil ! I have lost u 
Rood military bridle, but luckily all my saddles were on board 
Uie steamer. My young powerful horse-keeper, who swims 
like a gsb, leaped overboard, abandoning the horses without 
cutting the ropes : he was on the sleumer's deck in a minute, 
^ud in the same time I knocked him overboard again and he 
swum to the shore about 1 00 yards. Only two horse- keepers 
tuud by their charge: they and the three sailors saved the 
iiunses. Had He.d Rover, Fbberty Gibbet, and Pelley's 
Vine been drowned, our loss would have been three chargers 
luuh had carried us through the campaign, and Fliberty 
Liila large sabre wound too ! 

" I must again take tliis infernal hot journey to Uydrabad 
»nd back in May, as I lind that the great assembly of the 
B«kK>ol)ee Chiefs, which I have called by Lord Ellenbo- 
tDagb's orders, wJU amount to thirty thousand men ! I have 
lut ibove four thousand, so tliey will be rather more tbon is 
(Imsant : all good fellows and well disposed nA doubt, but 
if i row in the lap gets up there will be tbo devil to pay. 
I"ti.:j will be well thrashed, but I don't want to thrash them. 
I bid no idea of their number till after the proclamation was 
HI- Wtll, caution coolness and pluck will put all right. The 
I'^ii I abound in ; the second it is bard to be in the month 
"! May with the meroory at 1 09 deg. ; the last my soldiers 
fam ^i^ty of. 
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This great and daDgerous meetiog will be treated of ifl 
proper plftce : the proclamation was as follows :- 

" Hydrabad, April 5lh. — By order of the govet 
general of India, the governor of Scinde proclaims la nU 
jagliirdars, that be \«'ill meet them at Hydrabad on the Hilit 
of May, whicb is the anniyeraary of Her Majesty's birth. 
The governor thus calls tlie chiefs together from all parta 
of Scinde to make their aolftam to their Queen in one vast 
assembly, and thus to cau8o a great rejoicing and peace 
throughout the land for ever. Let every obief wear his 
sword and shield as a mark of his readiness to serve the 
Queen. No jaghirdar is to be absent from this great meet- 
ing or he will lose his jaghire, The governor will there 
arrange any matters that may be in doubt, and he hopes 
tbni all men m\\ afterwards return to their homes oontcnted 
and happy under the British rule. 

"M. Genl. W.Napier, April I3th. — I waa compellsd to go 
to Hydrabad. We beard of strange things to terrify ua. 
Horses could not go here, camels could not go there, goats 
only could pass at a third place, and hardly could a man 
pass at a fourth, I suspected the secret to be that my dear 
friend the Jam did not like my spying into his holdfasts; 
which ii was my precise resolulion to do, because be is just 
between me and Hydrabad and is an impudent fellow as 
well as a powerful one. However, taking sixty Scinde horse- 
men I traversed the Jam's land and foun^ it current Jam, 
for wo passed generally through a fine flat countrj-. In the 
hills are defiles of no height or difficulty: but the stone 
wa3 of a stfauge appearance and weight, and a Bclooch 
chief told told me there is iron and the people pick it up. 

" If you speak of the improvements I am trying to make, 
ilo so as a joint affair with Lord Ellenhorougb : much origi- 
nates with lum. He wrote to me about turning the Tndna 
into the desert, but at the same time the thought had struck 
me. We hit on it simultaneously, but I would rattier be b 
the credit. I do not know him, but do not believe J 
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eapftble of mcfin jealoosy, and tlierefore wish liim to hftve 
more ralhcr than less share of joint credit, if any ntteDda 
,the improvements going on. He has himself snmewliere 
11 expressed tlie facts, ' tliflt some originated with him, in 
I foreBtftlled him.' Tliere has not been tlio slightest 
ptom of any BUch mean passion as jealousy in him yet: 
lie appears to me all nobleness ! ao give him what be weil 
merits in your History of the Congitent. McMurdo and 
-Mood ut Meeunee where Jeban Mohamed's tomb is 
ing raised sixty yards within our line of battle, whereas 
urdo slew him iji ihe bed of the river ! The man who 
;led me oiil and was slain by Mnraton also liPS there, but 
gravtt is where lie fell on the edge of the bank. 
I passed the ground where Stack's affair took place. That 
icer had placed bis baggage in rear instead of ihe reversn 
dank of hia column, though be knew the enemy would he 
on his pivot flank after passing Meeanee. McMtirdo sud- 
denly saw ft Beloocb detachment, which opened a matchlock 
fire, and he with six dragoons who were accidentally at 
hand charged and drove back the akirmishers, but they 
were reinforced immediately. Ho sent to Stack for n troop, 
Tct remained three quarters of an hour under fire before it 
■."•me, and ihon drove back the enemy- Stack instead "f 
flying to the spot never went near this firing on his flank, 
but kept pushing on for Hydrabad, then in sigjit, and in 
doing so left his baggage far behind. McMurdo srcing tins. 
Id his horsemen to make the best fight they could and 
loped to Slack, whose guns had already passed a nullah 
frooL Mac asked for two pieces to save the baggage, 
uoed thetn with some difficulty and by their fire drove 
tho enemy." 
It was not this fire but the Lion's chivalry, as before said, 
Moppod cJi« action. 

Three errors were committed by Stack. 1°. His baggage 

to bave been on the reverse flank, and somewhat in 

of the column. 9'. Ho should have bceu 'n\x.\\ 




McMurdo and not at the head of the column. 3°. Hb 
ought lo have offered battle to cover bia baggage while 
filing tonardB m; camp ; for he knew I was cloM at baud 
under arms, and tliat Jacoh's borsemen were between ua 
and close lo hira. In fact I was in person with him imme- 
diately after the firing ceased and I knen that I could 
check the enemy easily with his force only, for he had eight 
hundred infantry, a troop of horse artillery, and nearly n 
thousand horsemen, all old soldiers. I did not know all Lbeee 
facts at the time, for McMurdo is so modest he neTer 
told me he saved the baggage, and I gave Slack too much 
credit. 

" On looking over Lord EUenborough's letter I find, that 
lie proposed letting the Indus in upon Culch, from which the 
Ameers cut it off some years ago at a place culled SImh 
BuiitUr, in the Delia. My proposal was to fill the Narra 
bed, from forty miles above Sukkur, so as to water the 
whole eastern side of Scinde. From the best levels taken 
by the engineers we find the Indus has elevated its own bed 
above the surrounding country. I shall make a ride of 
forty-two miles to-night after sundown, which will finial 
fifty-five miles for my day, so yon see I a 
again. 

" Wlien Lord E. ordered me to hold this great meetii 
chiefs, neither he noi I bad an idea of their being above a 
conple of thousand. I do not believe any danger will oiisei 
but would rather not have tried the experiment, and feel ^ 
Lord E. when he hears of the numbers will be uneae 
have ordered them to meet in two places lo divide i 
and I have excused oil of north Seindc under pretext o 
distance, desiring them to salaam before Simpson nt Slukar- 
poor, as a kindness to tliem. All the western uhiefs ore to 
encamp at Kotree, opposite my entrenched camp near 
Hydriihad, which will put the Indus and steamer between 
us, and I shall call them over by tribes. The eastern cbi^ 
ore to assemble on the left bank of the Fullailleo, whicIiMM 
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then be full of water. AH arc foibidden to bave armed 
followers, and thus my hope is to go peaceiibly tlirougb the 
job ; if 80, who will venture to say tlio Eeloocheua are our 
oDemies ? I ahull however be guided by circum stances iu 
noeiviDg Ihem, whether cautiously in the fortress, a few at 
& time, or ID the open field under the guns uf tlio en- 
trenched camp ; or on horseback at the head nf a regiment 
of cavalry. The decision is not easy, for they may fear 
some massacre in their own style ; or they may lake IVight 
aad fly in all directions : on the other hand I cannot trust 
ttiem tin inch; but my objection to the furiross ia the 
length of time, not fear of them. If this meeting goes ofi' 
well it vill he satisfactory : if not it is fate ! 
" As to Llie debates on the vote of thanks, to say I am not 
^^intered would be a lie ; the duke's speech alone puts me on 
^Hfce lop uf the ladder. I have just hurried tlirougb Hoebuck's, 
^^Bael's, Charles Napier's, Hardinge's, and Ripon's speeches. 
^^br I have not time to read them quietly. Lord Ripon 
writes to tell me how bad hia was:— I found that out with- 
out his aid. He tells me also how the duke's made up for iU 
says I am sure it will be gratifying to you to know that 
lat be, the duke, said about you in public are his genuine 
itiments and nut merely official compliments. Strange 
Lord Bipon baa behaved well to mo here, but he 
not wise, and tliat is his excuse about Adam. What 
ik yoQ uf Outram asking him. Lord Kipon, for a letter 
Lord Ellenfaorough, recommending his being employed 
mihiarily i' Lord B, said he never interfered iu militai7 
tffairo and advised his asking the duke. Outram did so. and 
Mys he got a letter " — not tnie. "' Ho arrived at Bombay and 
instantly started for Lord Ellenborough's quarters, giving out 
Uiat he was charged vrith important dispatches from the duke! 
w nid all the papers. Lord Kllenborough however refiised to 
iM him, reprimanded him for having addressed the secretary 
'ithorwise than through the Bombay government, and finally 
uffetvd liim employment as assistant political agent at a 
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place where, twenty years before, ho had been chief politick 
agent! And he look it! So much for his high feelings. 
' Sattn pfur de rejiroche,' as you Bald of him. He fona eriy 
vrrote to me, and said to many, John Napier Rmongsi o 
that nothing should ever make him accept even the hJQ 
political appointment under Lord Ellenhorough ! 

" The voifl of the Commons with its debutes, and that of 
the Lords, I thought I should not care for; but the attacks 
on me by I^ord Howick and others, and all the praise, which 
J never expeoted, render the thauks of Parliament of high 
value ; and I roust ever feel grateful to those who have de- 
fended me; especially the duke, Teel, Roebuck, Hard 
and black Charles Napier." 

Those thanks, so long delayed by intrigaes, had at'l 
passed the Honse of Commons under an opposition { 
nine persons, designated at the time as the " mnses without 
a grace." Lord Howick led the choir, opposing the vot« on 
the ground that the general had forced on the war for the 
sake of prize money ! He had doubtless been studying his 
own family records, and finding his patrimony had heeti 
largely increased by the notoriously disgraceful rapacity of 
his grandfather at the siege of the Havanna, thought such 
conduct a natural concomitant of command : his error was 
in thinking Charles Napier's blood base as his own. 

"M. Genl. W. Napier. — Your prophecy about the hill 
Beloochees may yet be fulfilled. The Hoomkees have made 
a plundering expedition at the instigation of the Lion. 
murdering, I hear, forty people, and cutting off cbildn^n's 
hands to get their bangles. I instantly sent Simpson up 
with orders to make inroads in return ; and if these fellows 
go on I will bum their towns and devastate their conntty 
for a hundred miles, I can save their women and ohildren 
easily, but villaina who cut off children's hands t 
expect mercy, and shall not have it. You will see also ^ 
work there has been with the Bengal regiments reAiaia 
come to Seinde without higlier pay. They hava carried tj 
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pDtnt and it 13 to be hoped mil stop tliere : but wlien masses 
of men fores a right tliey soon turn their hands to forcing h 
vrong and eetting money : that is the rule. I know not 
who \s in fault, but the denial of a right, if such is the onse, 
WHS u great mistake. These chrtps are seat to me and uiy 
hope 19 wilJ not go wrong ; for as concession, when they 
iJeDianded tlieir rights was the least of two evils, so will 
sevi-re repression become the least of two evils if they 
muiioT. I send your sou the Lion's bow, I captured it 
lu Ills palace at Meerpoof ; there were three, but whether be 
bore ihem in the battle or not is unknown to oie : they are 
nf painted horn. Two thousand bowmen were in march to 
juin him at Bubba but got frightened and turned back. A 
Belooch bowman, named Bitdroodeen, attended me in the 
battle oomptcCdy armed : he is now adjutant in the police. 

" I am glad you ayree with me about conciliating the 

people, to do otherwise would in my opinion be as wicked 

•s it would be silly : these things generally go together. 

There is however a wholesome severity, which, though so 

pninftil to exercise that one cannot find the heart to push it 

f«r. I nevertheless want Lord Ellenborough to let ma inflict 

on the hill tribes. Coming down without provocation on 

■mr auhappy villagers, killing every man and woman, and 

ratting off little children's hands is horrible ! These men 

ranii be tamed, and our people protected from such horrors: 

IhJs is too urgent to be postponed, and I want to destroy 

Ao Imbitationa of tliese mountaineers and force ihem to 

sHtlt! further back. Their plundering has left but few 

'illiges and little cultivation round Shikarpoor towards 

"oolagee ; and since this inroad many laboiircrs have fled : 

*"*il! if it happens again. I am very angry at its having 

I fifpenGd at all. One of my best men commanded there 

k^M Mtnlry enough to have prevented it. These hill villains 

^^Bku fae terrified; but I think we may also find gentle means 

^Vrmilize them in lime. 

^^ ''My present notion is to send ihem word that if they will 
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promise to behave like good neighbours they shall be fbi- 
given past sins, but if tliey do not their counlry shnU be 
destroyed the moment cold weiither admits of operations : 
meanwhile my cavalry hnve orders if ibev catch any bond 
within our tt-rrilory to cut ihem to pieces : — tiiat is if able 
to do so, for ihey are numoroiis and strong fighters: the 
band that has wasted Meari-ka-Gote consiaied of a thousand 
men. How curious it is, that so soon after I had fenl an 
order to strike at a mountain chief if possible, youc leU«r 
should come advising exactly what I had done : but this 
regularly happens ! " 

He was now to endure his first rererse in war. not perso- 
nally however, for he never failed. 

" M. Genl. W. Napier, April 23rd. — I have just beard tbst 
the inroad I ordered lias failed; no details, but enough to 
shew that my orders were neglected. Those were to keep nil 
quite secret, make a long dash of sixty miles at Poolagee 
with the camel corps, follow up with cavalry supports, and 
again with infantry, the object being to seize Beja Kltan in 
his bed, But first they let the whole country know it: 
BasU ! Details will come to-morrow. It ia of no use being 
in a rago with people for being foolish, they must go on 
blundering, their foHy has put present remedy oui of the 
question. Were I to go up now myself I should lose caste 
by being in bad company, but when the cool weather comes 
I will pay oil" old scores, and gain character besides, a great 
point with these people. Meanwhile my chain of posts 
ought to hold them in check, and I have turned out two 
powerful Scindion tribes, Mugsees and Ckandikus, against 
the ravagers, with whom those tribes have a blood feud; my 
police are to go with them to protect women and cbildim 
and aid to secure victory. These Scindion tribes will de- 
stroy houses and plunder cattle, but to ill-treat women in 
unusual in these countries, and the cutting off the chitdrm's 
hands hns excited great indignation. Thus plnyiug off 
tribes against tribes I slioli put down these Jaokri 
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■ I was iDterrupted by further accounts of those 
fiwlish men in the north. TUey made a regular attack on 
Poologee with an inefQt^icat force, and were beaten with a 
loss of eleven killed and twenty wounded ! Colonel Mosety 
rommaads at Shikarpoor, he is a Bengal ofQcer just 
urived and gives no particulars; says not a word as to 
who was engaged or why they attacked. He merely sends 
a private note from Tait, saying he was defeated and is in 
the fort of Chullar Bazaar, a mud fort in the desert, 
^where, if the enemy be worth bis salt, ho will be shut up 
^^blboat provisions. My orders were to have support upon 
^^fcport, and lo ! they write from Slukarpoor that a. support 
^Ku to leave that place next morning, the 1 9th, the uttack 
having been made on the 16th or 17th! I have before me 
i'itzgerald's letter urging the enterprize to surprize Bejit 
Khan pereonally ; and Tait's saying it would succeed, but 
out without more camel men and awaiting further orders. 
My answer approved of Tait'a caution, forbad running any 
link, and desired them to await Simpson's arrival, lie having 
my full instructions. They appeared to have kept no 
Mcrecy, did not wait for Simpson, and dashed at the fort of 
Poologee : they had no reserves, and the day after the 
defeat the infantry and guns moved out of Sbikarpoor, 
sixty miles from Poolagee — in support ! How is it possible 
U> tmet anything after this? I shall be abused though 
nothing I ordered or advised was followed : but I hold to 
my resolution not to go up before the cool weather enables 
On to act. I must be always a Bahadoar Jiinif. 

" 86th. — Not a word yet from the north, hut having no 
Hewn I conclude Tait and Fitzgerald have effected their 
rrtfeat within our frontier. The Jackranocs and Doomkees 
tare now the whip hand of me till cool weather comes. Men 
raiui not be risked to put down a robber tribe beyond our 
&i.iiiiLr. Our Seindian tribes of Mugsaes uud Chaiidikaa, 
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whicli can bring ten diouaand fighting men inlo the i 
shfdl worry the enemy during tlio bcftt, and ihcy are not 
likely to give him much rest. I am rexed beyond measure 
at the deadi of these men : eleven killed 1 the attack must 
however have been very gallant, and Tail says the fellows 
in tlie fort defended themselves right well. 

" General Simpson. — I am writing to Wullee Chandia and 
die Mugsee chief to tbauk them, and am sending presents. 
There is no great danger of their hnrting women or chil- 
dren, it is not tlie custom with these tribcB. With regard 
lo fining the Banians of Shikarponr for not giving notiee of 
the foray, I will do it sharply. Wells does not know them. 
I do. They know everything that goes on and ehall pay 
if they do not tell, and as to ttieir going away, let them go 
as soon as they please. Tell Tait he must get some of the 
chiuf men and tell them positively that I am very angry at 
their not giving notice ; that they must get secret information 
for you, and no one shall know who gets it. They must not 
be visited openly by Tait. if he goes on in that way of 
course he will get no information : he must never see the 
person at all, one cannot buy spies in open market. Tell 
tiim and Tait they ought to get plenty : I had fellows, up W 
the very day of the hattle, who went into the Belooch camp 
on the ICth of February. Depend upon it Wullee Cbandia 
and Ahmed Khan Mugsee will get you plenty of intel- 
ligence if Tait and Wells and Fitzgerald know their work, 
I will pay any spy well who gives me an Opportu 
cutting these plunderers up. But uulesa these 
know how to go about it, or if they setde it to be a 
thing that no intelhgence is to be had, we shall get D 
I warrant it Alyff Khan will gain some ; or the Eaberee 
men." 

This Ayliff Khan was a Patau, a noted swordsmai 
tinguished on all occasions, and a very clever and tiuvf 
also. The Kahcrces were an oppressed tribe driven fl 
tJieir lands by the Dooiiiki-es. 
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" Bichard Napier. — The failure of our attack on Poolugee 
tiappened thos. Beja KUan had niado an inroad on 119, 
thoagh he is a subject of the Ehelat Etiao, who is not only 
in sUict alliance but has been assisted by me : however he 
laa't control these devils and I am taking them in hand. 
Fitxgerald and Tait wrote, that they could catch Beja in 
his bed at Foolagee, as Fitz had lived a year there and 
locw the place. With a bushel of cautions and orders 
about supports to protect the retreat after the capture, I 
c:oaseDted. They then discovered that I'oolagee was de- 
fended by a fort with five hundred matchlock men, and that 
there must he a regular attack, the place being fortified: 
which Fitzgerald never told me. Tait wrote to me for 
further orders, and they were — tiol to »tir afoui: but the 
Ijoiiing courage of Fitzgerald overpowered the more sober 
Tail wiih taunts, and ofl' they went with five hundred Lorso 
md two hundred foot camel men to nitack Poolagee. They 
lost their way, arrived at Poolagee about eight o'clock instead 
wf nighl, man and beast knocked up — grilled with the sun 
lod Bo wiitex. Fitzgerald led his men slap at the gate, with 
a sack of powder carried by the same sergeant who car- 
ried the bag of powder at Ghusnee : a terrible fire opened, 
ten were killed, the poor sergeant one, and twenty were 
nounded. How Fitz escaped no one knows: difi'erently 
dressed from the men, and striding at their head, lots of men 
un tlie walls knowing hira well, distiuguished also by his 
fiaut size and daring courage ! 

" Unable to make any impression they all retired, and 
With great difficulty reached Chutlar Bazaar, a fort in 
the d(«Grt where they got water, the enemy having luckily 
(iirgotlen lo fill up the well. They afterwards got back to 
Kliangur, nearly dead, having marched seventy-seven miles 
without a slop except lo drink at Chuttar 1 And in this 
(UB ! ! The courage of the Sepoys was conspicuous. Fitz- 
eunld and Tait have been in bed ever since from fatigue, 
fear of my reproaching them, which I ou^i^ 
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Tbey are now beginning with me. The Scinde frontii 
tfait of Moolun touch, and I won't bear the kick of a fly 
from Sawan Moll, aod he will tind me n troublesome cas- 
tomer if we begin; my prayer is that we mny not, or that I 
may bo moved away ere war breaks ouL It is fcarfiil work 
in its best shape and most revolting to me. though it is ttoe 
that hamanitT would gain by a PunJAub conquest, as it bus 
by that of Scinde. In litis view it is prntifyiug to see tlie 
zeal v,-ith which our officers work in defiance of enn and 
fever to do good and to he just towards the people, and my 
belief is that the people are very sensible of this. 

" I tried to (hank Wellington, Hardinge, Peel. &e., but 
thirty letters to he written in twenty-four hours, with the ex- 
citement of all your letters and all the speeches and my fury, 
last not least, at Lord Howiuk's saying I made war to gel pri») 
money, was too much for me, I am unable to get throngk 
all the work. Tell William I have sent in a short memoir 
OD the defence of Scinde, which he shall have a copy of- 
The drift of it is to shew that the conquest of Scinde has 
given us a strong instead of n weak frontier ; and that when 
Scinde was hostile, our frontier on the left hack of the Sat- 
lege was always liable to be taken in reverse. I am also 
projecting as many improvements as possible i'or Scinde, 
and have already originated a good deal. A general survey, 
with various levels of ground and of the Indus have been 
taken, and the latitude and longitude of many places laid 
down with accuracy. This survey is nearly completed, 
minor surveys in detail of many parts will soon be madf 
worked into the general plan. We shall now be 
manage the waters scientifically. To give an impel 
science in the right direction is all I could do, and it (b 
done within a year after conquest, and while still, it mny 
he said, standing under arms : it is a good deal, especially 
after the terrible sickness which fell upon ns and for four 
months put a stop even to agriculture ! " 

The climate of Kunachee, &om its nolent uid 
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oltematioiis designated by his dsugliter as a " jiaxstona/r 
eiimalf^," was typical of Cbftrles Napier's disturbed slate of 
feidiiig afler reading the debate on the vote of thanks. Ex- 
ultant at the Duke uf Wellington's eulogiutn, grateful for 
tlie defence of his conduct by friends, and indignant at the 
foal aspersion of Lord Uowick and bis coadjutors, his 
JDunial and letters are the exponents of tliese vaiious 
emotions. 

"The Duke of Wellington, April aist. — As your grace 
ne>'er had a roaster in war how can I convey to your mind 
the feelings of a disciple ? It requires much firmuess to 
hear commendation so high and &om such a quarter. I 
pray earnestly that the fear of losing this, the highest of all 
bunuurs, may not make me over-cnutious should passing 
fTKHte agnin place me in front of an enemy. That I may 
nktinue to merit the high encomiums which your grace has 
; stowed upon my conduct is among the first wishes of luy 
'■■ATI, 89 it must ever be my greatest glory. 

"Lord Ripon.— With regard to his grace the Duke of 
Wellington, 1 know my great master too well not to be 
aware be only says what he thinks, and therein lies where- 
with to turn my head. I can honestly assure your lordship 
iliai if all his grace's well-earned honours were placed 
within my reach, and his words on the other hand, I would 
'-j^'j-t the houours for what he has said of me : every other 
■ imour s<«ma vapid. Were Lord Howick to read my pri- 
i:itp journal, wliich probably no one will ever do, he would 
■'(.■ how unjust his speech was in accusing me of making 
'■'ir fur military glory. His lordship has full rigiit to think 
"i>il Ui sny what he likes upon any man's actions, but he has 
1"^ right to attribute motives to me in the way he liaa done. 
However my conscience makes me smile at his lordship's 
■Muiations, and as your lord^^hip tells me that his conduct 
■w tery distasteful to the House of Commons, lljis renders 
liie high honour done to the army and myself more flatter- 
^'g! Lord Howick 's opinion is however not very important 
WLUI. S 
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to me. To use the words of my brother Willism, ' Wl^" 
the iluke'a speech in your Land you may deiy the world and 

time ! ' 

" Sir G. Arthur.— The result of the pi'ooedings in par!ia- 
menl ia indeed most gratifying lo the troops and myself, I 
canDot feel that I deserve all this priuse; but it is very 
flattering, and the duJte has put me on the lop of tho 
ladder ! I oaniestly pray it may not malte me over-caulioiis 
if agmn phvced in front of an enemy, for at sixty-two this is 
a failing to be guarded against. Among the great difficulUee 
of an offieor in war, one ia to discriminate between rtishnes* 
and over-caution : the first is the most dangerous, both ors 
very had. 

" Sir H. Hardinge. — It is impossible that yon can diiulii 
the feelings with which 1 read your speech on the vow of 
thanks. If I pitched Soinde to the devil and spent a yeu 
in trying to express my feelings I could not do it! Tlw 
Ijonour the duke has done me is like a dream ! Hia prnst 
is, after all, the highest honour a soldier can receive. The 
huQ(lred-guD ship has taken the little cock-boat in low, mi 
it will foilow for ever over the ooean of time ! Hardinge, it 
was an ungenerous action and an unjust one in Lord 
Howick to make opposition to the thanks of tlie liouM tfl 
the troops, whatever he might think of my conduct. As ^ 
the last he had no right to attribute base motives : howdnn 
he say 1 foi'ccd a war to gain glory ! I deny the inlaiuoiu 
motive he charges mo with. Does he believe that 1 have DB 
fear of God ? Does he imagine that I was preparing myself 
by wholesale murder to meet the Almighty 1 I can asanrs 
my Lord Howick that the Nopiers linve a conscienoe and 
feelings of religion and honour ; I hope the Grej-g have Wot 
Onco more accept the thanks of your old comrade. For 
your good opinion I cnro more than for that of all lb* 
Greys, from that old marauder in the West Indies, hoii 
Howick s grandfather, down to the unco good and rigidlj 
righteous Lord Howick ! 
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Napier. — I rode over the field of baltle and the 
I it gare me wore anytliing but agreeable, for in 
e I well knew how tremendous the results of a 
told be. Wlmtever Lord Howick m»y choose to 
n base and mahgnant feelings, I had no thought 
iney ur glory, or .of any personal advantage. Lord 
Wgh had ordered me to undertake an operation of 
diflSculty, and so far from thinking of prize 
le first idea of it arose from being told, after the 
lat a qnantity of treosui-e bod been found in the 
eamp. We concluded that the Ameers would 
lieir fortress and capilnlate under a treaty, when 
aid have been no prize money, indeed I do not 
It we arc to have any prize money now! When 
DD told me there would be some and asked me to 
im my agent I laughed at him, and told him be 
mie bill that I did not think there wns money 
) pay an agent for the trouble of collecting it: 
IT was ho thought there would be enough to give 
r rupees. Another circumstance also shews bow 
thought of prize money in the camp. Outram 
ne of the swoivls taken in the battle, but the 
Its would not let him have it as everything was 
Id by auction. For this Major Outram could not 
offered bis share of prize money for the sword ' 
conceive be did not expect much, for the swora 
based for him at £15 — which was more than he 
to pay for it ! 

al. — Found the debates on my return. I ought 
ie and have the duke's speech engraved on my 
}at the con(|ue§t of Scinde was the will of God and 
ight! I wish to be at home to boo my brothers 
t, and thank tlieni for all their love of me — I am 
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FOURTEENTH EPOCH. 



FIFTH PERIOD. 



Arrangements for llie grent assembling of chiefe nor 
occupied the governor of Scinde ; his design being lo make 
it not onty an irrefragable argument as to the conqnesl 
being complete, but nn assurance that his object was lie 
prosperity of all. chiefs and followere. 

" Henry Napier. — I am assembling all the chiefs to mab 
a final settlement of the country by hearing complaints aiti 
settling disputes: and you will be glad to hear that villii|tn. 
on the frontier which separates Ali Moorad's territories frtna 
ours, play all manner of tricks to make out thai they belong 
to us instead of to Ali. This is very satisfactory, as shewing 
that whatever injustice ve may from ignorance commit Id 
administering the government the general result is agree- 
able to the people. What you say about William's history* 
—the Conquest of Scinde — "being likely to be lingpd hj 
his ' excessive excitement' about me, I hope will not be tl* 
case. It will be corrected, first by his taste, secondly by his 
regard for his reputation aa a writer, which lo me is mat* 
dear than all the praise in the world ; and he will kno*. 
that the bitterest sarcasm is undue commendation. Affection 
and anger are like a storm at sea, and a writer, like a pilC 
should flteer tliroiigh them calmly and steadily a just couiw- 
That such men as Buist, Fonblanque, Howick, Eastwick' 
and Sullivan will abuse his history of the campaign is «* 
certain as that night follows day, but ihe dulco's praise wiU 
bear out his commendations. Meanwhile much praise htf 
been heaped upon me, though certainly not in Lord Ripon* 



MTnr.] SPOCH XIY. PERIOD Y.— SCINDE. 101 

spwch, which has no tone at all except that of folly. He 
Lis Lonourable feelings but perfectly divested of knowledge 
tod dLscrimination ; exactly one of those men who would 
'l»Te no street in hell unpaved, and who would never know 
vbedier he was using paving-stones or loaves of bread : but 
be is apparently good-hearted, and I must feel good-will 
after his kind letter to me. 

"We are busy with the levels of the Indus^ which has 
nised its own bed much above the surrounding country, and 
ibe causeway it has made for itself is from twenty to thirty 
Biles broad, so far as present information enables us to 
jndge. Dr. Buist carries on his scurrilous abuse of William 
ind me in every possible form. He might be prosecuted 
over and over again, but most of the leading lawyers at 
Bombay are said to be proprietors of his paper, which would 
Bake it dangerous. Other papers take our part. I consulted 
Sir G. Arthur about prosecuting, and his answer was, ' I 
pnwecQted a rascally editor in Van Diemen's Land, he was 
ioiprisoned, his wife and children were starving and I had 
ft) keep them ont of charity. The prosecution did the paper 
Bnch good, set it on its legs ; and while I was feeding his 
bmily the editor became more abusive than ever.' This 
decided me, and Buist's last number shews that he is writh- 
ing under my silence and the abuse of the other papers. I 
•m pretty surd Outram writes in the Bombay Times, and 
the Calcutta Star. 

''Joomal. Hydrabad, May 22nd. — Beached this place 
in 48 hours firom Kurrachee. I believe it has only once 
before been done so quick. The chiefs begin to collect. 

** May 24th. — Beceived the salaams of above fifteen hun- 
dred chiefs this morning. Their eagerness was such that 
ibar whacking Irish sentries and several officers could 
iiardly keep the crowd back, yet all were quiet and orderly. 
There are more than twenty thousand men assembled here 
and I confess to being nervous: it would be terrible to 
htve more bloodshed. 
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" May astb. — The RBaembly is nearly OTcr. The chiefs 
uloiie came armed, having my permission. Even- grrat 
chief mude solnams ; in all about three tbuasatid, each hal- 
ing a lot of followers ! This perfectly quiet mueting is t 
complete triumph for me ovur dial ass Oulram aud bis I 
Sombay clique. Ciiief^ and JAgliirdars ebenod the grentest J 
good-humour and content, and expresB the latter opcnlj; I 
their conduct indeed bespeaks their satisfaotiun, for ereiy- I 
where ve are quiet Thia time Inst year I had conquereii 
but had not quieted Scinde, the countr)' was in arms ugiiinst 
me, and I v&a peiBonolly very ill : now all is peace and I tm 
well. This is not an ordinary conquest : wonderful aie die fl 
ways of Cod, for it is all his doing. V 

" May 2(ltli. — This day nine European soldiers died of 1 
coup de soleil : tliey were dead in two hours after bwng j 
attacked. I um sure this is not from sun done. Tluilie> I 
no doubt, the direct cause, but it finds either a weak habit 
of body naturally ioHammable, or a natural tendency oi 
blood to the head ; or, what is most common, a heated in- 
flamed system from Liquor, All tliese unite perhaps, but 
any one is enough to give fall vigour to tlie blow from Ut^ 

BUD. 

" 27th. — Two more men down by coup de soleil ! The 
meeting is nearly over. One proof among many that lh*i 
Beloochee came with good-humour is, that Lieutenu)' 
Pelley, the interpreter, saw a man working bard to pusl> 
through the crowd, and caUiug out, I will see btin ! I will 
see liini 1 I have uome all the way from Roree to see hiil>> 
and I will see him and moke salaam. 

" aBth. — The whole meeting is broken up ond disperse^- 
BO all is safe, and not a riot, or a quarrel. 

" 29th. — I have given away sixteen hundred jagbires f 

as many chiefs, who had hung hack until this moment: bil' 

there ore still two thousand jagbirdors who have not moJ*' 

salaam, and I have gone on for a whole year indulging.il 

bu to time: now, when the whole laud is at peace, if 
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?nll hr-ld back I will take their jaghires from them for (>ver : 
ihtv must learn Low strongly I can strike in peace as well 
as war. 

"Lord Fitzroy Somerset, May 2()th. — Lord Ellcn- 
loroagh last year desired me to hold a grand durbar for 
all the chiefs to make their salaams. This had been de- 
laved necessarily bv the sickness and other matters, but I 
took advantage of the spring liarvest having been gathered, 
and of the wildest mountain cliiefs having come to Kurra- 
(Aee to do homage for their lands, to summon the general 
assembly. Above a thousand jaghirdars, holding land on 
miUtary tenure, had hung back ; but all came in tliere and 
received pardon and renewal of tenure. To the sons of 
those who fell in battle against us I gave their father's lands, 
on condition of paying rent instead of military sen'ice. Thus, 
while conferring an unexpected boon, I have broken tlio ice 
fcr (retting rid of the feudal tenure, and begun a system 
which I want to introduce, namely, substituting landed pro- 
prietors in place of military chiefs — in plain English robbers. 
If a jaghirdar says he has not money to pay his rent I 
mean to offer him his jaghire, if he chooses to buy it fur his 
life— he is by the existing system only a tenant at will — 
by cutting off from his land a pieoe, which government can 
sell for a sum that will yield an interest equal to tli<.' rent 
charged on him. 

"Xow please to observe that this rent is not to bo fixed 

according to the viJue of the produce of his jaghire ; if I 

attempted to levy rent in that way tliey would quickly be in 

arms: it is estimated thus. The jaghirdar is bound to 

bring, say ten soldiers into the field, which would cost him 

eigbty rupees a month. Aye, says he, but you are not 

going to war every month. No, nor every year, so the go- 

Temment will only ask from you forty rupees every year 

instead of eighty every month, which it can claim. He 

consents and returns to the government a portion of his 

jagLiie which will yield a rent of forty rupees yearly. It 
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will I know take years to complele tliia plan, but mean- 
while the government loses nothing but what it will never 
ask for, viz. military service : and the jagliirdar, no longer a 
tenant at will, cultivates what he thus acquires a liTe inierest 
in, or what is better, a long lease. I think this will so con- 
solidate the conqnest of Scindej and ao change tlie idle cha- 
racter of the Bolnoch, that in fifty years this may be the 
richest province and most industrioas people in India: bat, 
until men have a property in what they hold they will be 
idle and unsteady. Having established a rent I am in- 
different to iis being paid for some years; the tenant will 
feel that he cannot he turned out, while the neighbonring 
jflghirdar can, and this feeling will do its work in time. But 
if the old system be continued we shall, like the Amecra, 
have great feudal chiefe who will pay nothing to the e 
and will require a larger force to keep tliem in order'^i 
need be quartered in Scinde under better mnnagement. f 

" The mutinous Bengal troops at Sukkur are j 
into a better temper, and T am going to riuse two battalions 
of Bcloochoes, Scindians and Hindoos, ao we shall be strong. 
Our revenue goes on well, that is to say, in the ciroom- 
stanoes which exist; for we arc liable to much cfacaling: 
however our officers in civil appointments work like hones, 
and daily acquire more knowledge of the people and of tha 
revenue. Had I had civil servants of the Company I think 
Soinde would by this time have been in complete confusion; 
and the expence of throwing it into that confusion nould 
have been immense : our revenue could not have supported 
it. I have just found four silver sticks, costing 600 or WOO 
rupees, which were carried in state before Outrnm when 
political agent ! I find four soldiers and their bayonets 
Lave just as imposing an effect, so the silver sticks are soU; 
The Scindians arc shrewd and understand force better J 
show : this makes them so quiet. We are not rich e 
for civil servants. Your lordship tells me T giveLordB 
borough satisfaction. This is very graiih'ing for I I 
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rd, ani] tbe great heat and great distance from Calcutta 
ofi«n oblige me to act ou my owb responsibility in a way 
UiU. under other aspects, ^vould be unjustifiable: yet I 

Pys receive bis approbation, as he knows my objects are 
I am getting barracks forward as fast as possible, for tbe 
nn cannot be encountered in tents. Tbe expence is great, 
;et it is but for once, and there is a province to pay for it, 
md it will do ibat right well in a few years. A man cannot 
"Tupy a common farm without a capital for meeting pre- 
■ loiis outlay ; and yet the Indian press expects Scinde at 
I'ney to yield an overplus of income, and to pay all tbe 
tnwps ! There has not been a man raised for Scinde yet, 
««pi the police, and that we pay : a very fine corps it is, 
dniug its duty well, though too much incbned to be rough. 
! keep this down, but in truth tbe new men have a hard 
gttiap and a very dangerous one to play : if they did not 
farry tlicir heads high they would soon be run down by the 
Beluocbees, and finally coalesce with them. This I was'at 
lirst a good deal afraid of; but tbey have now bad some 
'burp 6gLls, in which three or four have been killed on each 
side, and there is do longer danger of any coalition : so I am 
pttdually introdacing more severe discipline, and really 
iluuk I could hold Scinde with tliis poHce corps alone. 

"The Beloocb chiefs are very desii'ous to attack tbe 
Punjiiub ; ibey tell me tbey will turn out an army at my 
I'rders in a week to attack the Punjaubees ! They say they 
fan heal the Sikhs without our help if I will try them. 
TkwD is doubt of this, though tbey would fight well, being 
«in>ng resolute men and confident enough in themselves, 
^'p MB plagued by the Belooohees from tbe Murree and 
lilioogtet! hills. Captoin Tait went against the chief Beja 
KliMi, but failed. The enterprize was sufficiently daring, 
•ail they marched seventy miles witliout a hail except to 
hK and n few hours after they got thrashed by Beja. Such 
' niaich at this lime of year in Scinde was never hoard of 
II I' 3 
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■wtwae repibed. 

" JoofiMl. KattmAee, Jane Mk — Bode down frmn Til- 
uh. scTflotf-ivo mik^ MiAonl detfing- This was not bad 
U axty-two, and Ibe tfaerakometer 1 10*. Well, what signifies 
Btroigdi ? A sbatl dnr nd I shall be dcsd, rotten, patrid, 
in « deal box, among the worms; and mv soul in hell 
■OCOFding to Lord Hoarid and Fonblanque and Potlinger. 
Tbe papefB are fbll of mj going to tbe runjaab at the iiaai 
of a Urge anny . I do ikot believe it, and see no rcnsoo to 
believe it, and cerlAitily do not wish iL Lord Rowiuk wis 
quite wrong when be fancied I was fond of war and plundei. 
I want neither one nor t'otlier. I am not such a robber vs 
his giandfaUter waa, and his feiher tbe ' minixier for Jo- 
metiic relations' It is hard, in the common acceptation of 
the word, for an boneet man serving hia coDDtrj ia tlw 
midst of dangers and trials, pfavsieal and moral, and actiug 
Irom tbe bonDOrable feeling of doing bis duty iu despite of 
any — I may say of e%'ery danger : it is hard for fatm lo be 
exposed \Q tbe insolence, tbe injustice, the fdseboods of mm 
like Lord Howick, Yet why should I say it is hard ? What 
harm does it do me.? None! To give him personal chas- 
tisement would give me pleasure, such as one feels nt cutting 
Q village CUT dog with a whip, but I forgive all of diem - 
After anger contempt succeeds. I never feel angry in my 
beiirt against any one — beyond wishing to break tlieir bone:^ 
with a broomstick ! 

" M. Genl. W. Napier, June. — I wrote a long letter to Lor^' 
Fitiroy in the midst of cuufusion, and heat excessive— it^ 
great that fourteen of the 8(!th Regiment died of coup ^^ 
aoieU in three days ! Very few men can stand the giie^' 
heat bere very long, I have beat most of them. I would nc=:^ 
however mind this if by my remaining a permanent iijiiUi^>"' 
of govemmeuL could be established ; hut tbe ciiiil servan'^ 
of Bombay, not Sir George Arthur, are watching this govra^^ 
mont like the harpies of the ancients : and themomeDti 
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or r«t}i«r when Lord Ellenborough goes, the whole wii! be 

changed into an enormously expensive civil government : 

iunumerahle branches will extend from the foul Bt£>m of tlie 

Bombay tree. All the sons nephews and friends of the 

Bonibny civil servants will be provided for, and each idle 

he*d of a depanmenl wi5! have what they eall here en 

estnblisliinent. Hence my objects now are. Ist. To fix the 

tem of defence for the frontier. 2nd. To shew that the 

mment may be carried on for a sum far below the 

'. oud a large surplus paid into the general treaanry. 

Kf I b«ve arrested four of the TaJpoor Ameers, sons and 

ihewB of Roostum, who, trusting to my good nature, had 

I httnllness to enter Ali Moorad's dominions and thenee 

nte an impudent request to have hack their lands. I sup- 

pMc they trusted also that the twenty thousand Beloocliees 

iswmfaled, at rather then about to assemble at Hydmbad. 

"mild make me malleable. I ordered Ali Moorad to arrest 

liiirn instimtly. This proved his temper, and at the same 

lime punished liim for having secretly admitted them : be 

Uimved loyally. We are safe in the people's good'Wil!, for 

the niLVUng unmistakeably marks the feeling of tlie couutr)'. 

Here, where assassination is not considered criminal, what 

*litniid have hindered one of the surrounding multitude 

tabbing me, if the anger against us was strong ? I was in 

'tie midst of tboneands. Well, having quieted the country, 

ir I »liew how easily it can be defended, and also mark out 

llic foriifientions required ; if I shew that it oan be governed 

'if one hundred thousand pounds a year while its revenue 

" four hundred thousand, and will be a million, besides 

P"irjting out and even initiating many public works, I shall 

™e done us much for Scinde as I can do. But I repeat to 

I, thnt tlie fiiry of the Bombay clique against Lord Ellen- 

I uid against roe as one of his favonrites, would 

WJon^ ago swept me from Scinde but for his unshaken 

,. Tbey would have involved this country in nn 

r exceeding its revenue, and very probably Lavd 
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produced a guerilla warfare, which I avoided with very giert 
difficulty last June. These things make me think there is 
no ohject to he attained hy remaining here much longer thtn 
the 'end of the present year : hut he sure I will not moi» \ 
while of any real use. Will my constitution, strong as it 
is, stand a third hot season in Scinde ? Not I think, nvixm 
spent at Kurrachee, which must depend on events. Acddent 
you see has forced me to go to Hydrahad in the hottait 
part of the year. I run these risks from no hravado, M 
hecause without them those results which appear to ths 
unthinking so easily accomplished could not he prodaced: 
yet they are vital experiments upon the constitution. Tba 
lahour of the government is immense, heing dependent tat 
sanction hoth on Calcutta and Bomhay ; and I have had 
hundreds of papers transmitted hack and forward three and 
four times from hoth governments, each refusing to sanction 
them. I was lately so plagued hy Sir Hugh Gough and Sir 
Thomas McMahon, the latter heing the asal author of the 
inconvenience, that I was ohliged to refuse heing a shuttle- 
cock hetween these two hatUedores any longer, and wrote an 
official declaration that I was no longer responsible for the 
discipline of the army. This brought Sir Thomas to a 
sense of his wrong-headedncss ; hut it is doubtful if this 
would have been the case had not the governor-general and 
council at Calcutta taken my view of the matter. 

** The fact is, there are two or three judge advocates 
general who have got a smattering of the language used 
by attorneys, and are accounted wonderful lawyers, and do 
then and there, feloniously, maliciously, and with malice 
prepense and aforethought, addle the brains of our 
respectable C.'s in chief: and mine too, for our courts- 
martial here have become so legal and wise that there is 
not the slightest chance of convicting the greatest scoun- 
drel. At this moment two assistant-surgeons are on trial 
for constant unflinching drunkenness; both young men 
without much experience as physicians ; and as the 
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[oVeniment of Bombay will only ^ive me assistant-sur- 
geons for Sciude. each of these gentlemen lias an hospital 
in charge, where each prohabty murders many men in his 
cups. The very sight of these feliowa reeling into an 
hospitnl is enough to kill the patients nith terror: yet 
»m I all hut convinced that they will escape. Tor you 
must know that to drink hecr from morning till night is the 
gentlemanhko practice in the Indian army ; though the same 
^^ilcmen thdt thus drink think nothing of sentencing a 
lirivnte soldier for habitual drunkenness, having themselves 
"ry Inxury and the soldier scarcely any. I am indeed 
n- anxious for the result of these two courts- martial. If 
:;ii' culprits are cashiered there will be hopes of preserving 
ii>fipline : if not my inclination will be to resign the com- 
Niiind, for there will be for the private soldier neither protoc- 
11 in nor justice. 

" The Gwalior affair does Lord Ellenhorough much credit. 
If lie had Bot token that instant to attack them, the Nepaul 
i.'^iple and the Punjauhees would have been dovm on him, 

■ In] I much doubt Gougb's being able to deal with all three 

■ "Dri.-. The management of the battle appears defective. 

' I. n i' ImuI no time to examine details ; yet to have brought 

;lii r ' iivalry nor artillery to bear, and the hurrying of our 

'::iMir; loiu action without support or even knowing where 

Uie en<-iny was posted seems bad. Lord Ellenhorough 

■*n)W (o me that he had twenty thousand men at Gwalior ; 

^^arforco was therefore overwhelming and we ought not to 

^^ba bad such a heavy loss : hut nobody believed there 

^^Hldd be a fight. GoQgh's personal conduct was gallant 

^^•the extreme, and thai old fellow Valliant, and Littler, 

***Wcd right gloriously. I have proposed to Lord E. to 

•^itep ibo hills in the north, from the Indus to Bagh, 

•^Diing up the Bhoogteea, Murrees, and all those tribes 

**'n>bbers. My spies tell me they are gathering about 

^OolagM ; this is probably in fear of Fitzgerald's camel 

bJtoa, rather ihau for an attack ; for tboy have poisoned 
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all tbe wells in tlte deeerl, which is evSdently di 
sive. 

" Let me now give you & condensed copy of a letter Ixom 
Colonel Woodbum 25th N.I. shewing the feeling existing 
between our meu and the Sepoys : the thing hajfpeaed 
immediately after Dubba. 

" ' The day was particularly hot, the march a loog 

one, twenty-four miles, bad lasted from daybreak till three 
p.m. A burning thirst was ft'It, luid though the men bid 
been halted at several villages no sufficient supply of waUi 
had been procured. All were suffering and niuuy were 
falling out from exhaustion, when a hhefstie" — water car 
rier — "came up with bis mussuch" — leather bag — "full of 
water; a rush was made by the Sepoys all calling ottt | 
for pnnee " — water. At the same time sis aSnd Boldicn. 
much knocked up, asked for a draught too. A Sepoy onlled 
ont, )^ve to tbe soldiers first, and instantly oil made wnj' i 
for them. Not a Sepoy asked for a drop until the soldien j 
were satisfied ; they patted tbem on the hark saying, M 
chulo tnaster — now go on master. Afterwards on over 
taking these tired men ihey carried their packs V^ 
musquets and encouraged tbem.' — 

" I told you before that wounded men of tbe 23nd hid 
concealed their wounds, and marched on in hop<.>9 o> 
niHitlier battle at Meerpoor which they thought would be 
defended, but to prevent which iliis forced march was made: 
lliesc six tired men were they, for finally they all fell tO^ 
then acknowledged their wounds !" 

Now happened an event amazing to all persons but t^^ 
one most immediately afllected, for he well knew whut •* 
had to esp«>ct from the directors in return for honest Bi^ 
tuoRil service. Lord Ellenborougb was recalled ! He «r^^ 
had dragged India up from the pit into which disgrac^" 
roismanagement and disgraceful defeat bad thrust h^' * 
lio who had repaired all tbe dreadful errors of the ti***** 
replacing misfortune with victor)' and addiug adraotngc'"'^ 
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; Le wLo had organized from a political chaos a 

>m of imperial control and arrnDgemcDt. which 

nld have fixed ibo power of England in the East on sohJ 

t grounds ; be. Lord Ellcoborough, was suddenly recuiled 

! pernicious ohgarchy of Leadenhall Street; and that 

I moment wht^n lie most terrible crisis was impending ! 

I recalled to grntiiy the spleen of a hody for which 

despodEfin had more uttrnctions than the welfare of nalionB. 

Lord Elleuhorough had checked public peculation, stopped 

ibo folly and iuaolenoe of placing young politicals over 

VKtcran generals in tlie field, and had rallied the sinking 

military epiric : but in doing so he jostled the jobbing 

maltiiode, and with a swinish cry ihey drove him from his 

The ministers of tlie day, also preferring 

t few votes in parhameuC to the honour of upholding a 

Buntoriuus statesman, suffered vile factious interests to 

perail orer patriotism. For Charles Napier this was at 

_ Woe an arrest of usefulness, was significant of the ircat- 

m awaiting himself, and with a just indignation and 

Dpbelic sagacity he condemned the foul deed. 

\ " Joamal, June I Olh. — I have had a touch of fever agniu 

milteul fever. This is bad, and my legs be|,'in to swell : 

» doctor tliinks that don't signify', but my own feelings lei! 

■ different story. The wasting of the legs, tlie swelling 

PbWanls iiight, llie overpowering aching feel of those legs, 

1 sixtj-two years with a shortness of brealli that must 

t some cause, ore aU wai-ninga which a firm mind 

md, and is not afraid to reason upon calmly : I 

Well, I ara ready to obey tiie Almighty's order. 

I^obejrl What cant! I must obey. My meaning 

** ihftt I am not alarmed at its approach, and will not i^ck 

^ avoid it by abandoning my post till the government can 

1090 vith my service without public inconvenience. 

"ifone 18th. — Pretty news! Those Eael India directors 

t recalled Lord Ellenborough ! This is the reward of 

1, Ability, honesty, and the saving of India ! This court 
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of stupid money-seekers has upset the best govemor-genienil 
since Lord Wellesley : even a better one than Lord Welleakj 
in some points. This mad step will do mischief and giTen0 
work. I fear the Moollon folk will hang on to the FoolagQO 
robbers and kick up a dust.in the north. And if the Sikk 
army comes over the border at the same time, the Bengd 
army being in a state of discontent not to say mutiny^ va 
shall be in a mess. Well, we shall see what we shall aeai 
India is in great danger. 

" June 25th. — There begins the storm. The Bengvl 
troops at Sukkur are in open mutiny ! This is a pleastti 
little episode in our difficulties : they ought never to hm 
been sent to Scinde. Here in a freshly-conquered coonttj 
and they send me known mutineers for a garrison ! Then 
the Lion threatens us ; and three days ago came news thift 
his hill people had cut off one hundred of our cavalry, fifkj 
troopers and fifty grass cutters ! Everything looks daik 
and gloomy. I have succeeded everywhere so far as de- 
pends on myself, but cannot answer for the work of othecB. 
However to despair is to add the worst of all ingredients to 
a nasty dish : patience and all will go right The mon 
trouble the more labour must be given ; the more danger 
the more pluck must be shown, till all is overpowered. I 
feel very unwell, that is the worst part of the job." 

The history of this mutiny and this third disaster will be 
found at length in the Administration of Scinde. Sir 
Charles was much and justly irritated at that and the ravag- 
ing of the frontier, imputing the robbers' success to negli- 
gence ; he issued a severe order, one extract firom which is 
worth noting, as illustrative of the discipline he expected 
and enforced on those under his command on the firootier. 

" The major-general desires that the European officers of 
the irregular cavalry shall never quit their saddles day or 
night when a detachment is out of their cantonment The 
European officer who commands at an outpost must be 
eternally on his horse, with his sword in his hand; he 
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laid ent drink and sleep in his saddle. An outpost 
•ifficef baa no right to conifort or rest except when all 
is safe ; and that can never be when in presence of such 
in BCtire enemy as these mountain robber tribes are in 
ntry country where they ejtist. It is ignorant work for 
officers U) gnJIop their troops over country after mischief 
lias been dune ; this ts to harass their men and horses and 
is a mark of inexperience in outpost duty : it is to play the 
game of the enemy." 

*' Lord Ripon, June 25th. — I ace but one advantage in the 

iinfortanato recall of Lord Ellcnborough : — that is, obliging 

Jie goveniment to destroy a mercantile republic which has 

srisen in the midst of the British monarchy. Lord Ellen- 

boroogli opposed ppculalion, and now folly and dishonesty 

liWK defeated ability and honesty, which being the usual 

"iiiM of human events does not surprise me. It seems that 

'«■ mariter in modo with a Cahool massacre, are preferred 

U) liie/ortiler in re with viotoriea. To expend millions in 

Htodncing bloodshed seems preferable in the eyes of the 

^^mrt of Directors lo saving India, and the prevention of 

^^MDdslied. With regard to Scinde, I believe it will remain 

^^BuDally tranquil, but it may at any moment be disturbed 

^Hy estemii] events. Lord Ellen borough's measures have 

^^•(w taken on large and just views of general policy : they 

*w all cnniiected in one great plan for the security of peace 

Md the stability of our power in India. They were not mere 

t^ipwlienta to meet isolated cases : the victory of Maharaj- 

poor consolidated the conquest of Scinde ; and the conquest 

'i' Scinde was essential to the defence of the north-west pro- 

^c« and the line of the Hyphasis. The whole has been 

WH' grand movement lo crush an incipient and widely- ex- 

t^d-.-d secret coalition, the child of the Affghau defeats, 

:h sotild. perhaps will, put our Indian empire in peril. 

Bot this defensive operation, hitherto successful in the 

riy bands of Lord Ellenhorougb, has not in its minor 

been yet terminated ; nor can it ho so while the Kalsa 
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ftnay of the PuDJatib remnins without control, t fear th«l 
thin powerful forcu by uo means participHtes in the horror of 
war which appears to he eDterloined. very properly, by iba 
Court of Directors and Lord Howick. But there is a tinu 
for all things aaid the wisest of men, imd I caooot think thu 
the time for changing a govern or- general is in presenee of 
V thousand armed Punjaubecs. I believe possession of 
the Punjauh is not desirable for the Company. In my opinion 
the Hypbuais fonas a better frontier line for our Indian Ict- 
ritory than the northern, or upper Indus, as being mora 
compact now that we have Scinde : and we have territorj 
enough and more than enough. Nevertheless the Panjaob 
must he ours ; all India, proclaims thut truth by aoclamati<m. 
If not taken the ravaging of our finest provinces can only 
B prevented by a large standing army on the Hypba^s, with 
mple before its eyes of an army profiting by mutiny : 
on army too filled with our owu men and in correspondenoe 
with them. For we havo most unwisely abolished flogj^g 
aa a military puniEbment, and every crime is nece^asarily 
punished in the Company's service by dismissal. We are thus 
daily recruiting the army of the Sikhs with our good ud 
well-drilled soldiers ; for the men whom we dismiss, even for 
the most trifling crimes, go to [he Funjaub in great nuiubcnt. 
I do not tliink this sagacious, 

" The great question is no longer whetlier we shall increosa 
our territory, hut whether we shall hold our present positiMi. 
iu India, or run the risk of being beatvn to the sea. Av^ 
Cottar aut nullus, applies empbatioally to our presence 
power in India. The destruction of the Sikh army will dq^ 
however I believe be so easy as people seem to imagine. !£■ 
we were to be beaten back across the Hyphasis, as we wen^* 
by the Afghans across the Indus, tite danger to India woulf? 
be very great : for it would, as for as I am able to judge.^ 
shew that doctrine to be erroneous which leaves native princes * 
on their thrones within our territory, or rather within 
froutiera. This doctrine was, I suppose, formerly 
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useful and safe, but it appears to me now replete with clanger 
whtn our great extent of territory divides our forces. 

" To return to Scinde. This engrosses my whole ihouglits, 
lest I ahoald err, and so produee general danger. A portion 
of the Punjuubees may from Moollan insult our northern 
froniicr, a part of which touches on Ihe lands of Sawan Mull. 
If so I am determined to resist it, and in so doing I hope 
for the support of the supreme government. Every insult 
put up witii is certain to shake the allegianee of thoBeloo- 
chees in Scinde. I know that J am unjustly aceused of 
wishing for war: it is false. I have seen too much of ii. 
Sly wish ia to go to Bombay aud rest, not to encounter the 
labour of a campaign : but I have no idea of allowing Her 
Mujesty's and the Company's arms to he insulted, and 
ientjy wait wlule the enemy assembles bis hordes to air 
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A procrastinating diplomacy is the game of these bai- 
and whoever is blinded by it will be defeated. The 
predtttious tribes in the Bhoogtee and Murree hills are now 
fuatering bostilitiea under the ex-Ameer Shere Mohamed, 
and if they be not crushed wlien the season opens I fear that 
mischief will be the result. We cannot however do anything 
at present, the heat is too great ; and the negligence of an 
nffioer has exposed us to another insult from the robber 
■fiben, who have cut to pieces a party of liis grass-cutters 
aiid i!ieir guard. I must therefore attack these tribes in the 
"inter if I can ; but it is of very difficult accomplishment. 
I have thought we might take them into our pay, as we once 
hefori! did, but fear the supreme government will not consent 
*<* tlio rxpence. It would be the most humane course to 
pUtMie ; but one or the other must be pui'sued or on immense 
■foiw, comparatively speaking, will be required at Shikarpoor. 
, aa attack mi the people may possibly hasten the war in 
PuDJaub, and my anxiety daily increases about the state 
.tbv frvnlier, not seeing clearly how lor this border warfare 



ItO LIFE OF CHARLES JAMES NAPIER. (ISIL 

wil] go, and knowing well that it is ihe nujst dcuigeroui attd 
diffiruU lu coiiducl thai can jiossibly be." 

This passage, so emphatically addressed to Lord Ripon, 
should he borue in mind as a test of thai lord's conduct when 
the warfare was successfully conducted. 

" Tlie Bengal troops in Scinde have hitherto behiived well : 
if they should mutiny my positiou will be rather difficult," — 
they did mutiny almost immediately afterwards. " But I have 
not much fear, and must do the beat in case of such a mis- 
fortune : things cannot he expected to go on always without 
difficulties. It is good that these Bengal legimoDts are de- 
lighted with Sukkur and Shikarpoor, which they compare to 
the beat stations of India. We only want good barracks, and 
tliese we are getting as fast act we can with the slender meuns 
■at command, for nothing is to he had in Sciude. The price 
of labour is immense; every tiling is to be created: jet we 
do create. Last year not a vegetable was to be had ; now 
we have a garden which produces every sort of vegetable. 
The soil is very fine, hut our difficulty is to find gardeners 
and I have endeavoured to get Chinese from Bombay, who 
understand gardening to perfection. We are really coloniz- 
ing in a wilderness, but a rich wilderness ! We have no na- 
tive artificers, all arc brought from Bombay and from CutoL 
Of course our progress in building barracks andforiifioi 
is slow and costly : yet my hope is that next ChriaU 
shall see the most pressing of our wants satisfied. 

" The expence is very heavy to us personally, as well ai 
the public. I am building a cottage of five rooms, for w^ 
cannot live in tenis, and it will cost me two tbonsand pound *" 
at the lowest valuation, though my present house, lent to m — 
and full us large, cost but five hundred. Our occupation CS^ 
Scinde cncreased the demand for labour, and wages rose foi^c: 
times what tboy were ; especially since the fever, which mai^^ 
our artificers fly from Scinde, It is curious that though a 
the troops are toleiubty healthy, £arrachee is the least i 
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now, while lost winter it was the most salubrious of all ! The 
comiag season of fevers, September Octoher and Novemher, 
mnkes me ansious ; but I think we Bba!I uot saffer so much 
as we did Inst year. Meanwhile I have cut off the waters of 
the indundation from Hydrabad, and partially &om Sukkur, 
though not soflBciently; however, my hope is to do it effec- 
tually before next hot season. The truth ia, the sickness 
was so universal that last winter neither troops nor natives 
Goald do anything, and the season was a blank ! It is not 
exaggeration to say, that not a man of our whole force 
pwnped fever: that is, not a man that had been in Scinde 
in August and weakened by the intense heat. The average 
h^al at Hydrabad this year is ten less than it was last year, 
yet we have lost twenty men and women by couji de eoleU. 

"I have now given your lordship a long and I fear a 
tedious slory; but feeling tliat I may be suddenly called upon 
(oact for myself in Scindo till Sir Henry Hardinge arrives, 
IDT ideas on the state we are in may be in some degree ac- 
<wpltible to your lordship. They furnish an assurance that 
*li8tever may happen ray preparations are made for any 
imergency — always supposing the Bengal troops will be 
fuihful. You will have heard from other quarters of the 
uquillity with which ourgreat assembly of Belooch chiefs 
II well pleased to have finished that business 
fore this mad step of the directors was knowTi in India." 
I This able memoir was beyond Lord Ripon's compre- 
RsioD as a statesman ! and only provoked his enmity as a 
J<tf dig directors. 

pioDS of some old Indians, probably Willougbby 
J Crawford of the Bombay Council, had been 
p adverse to the Scinde system by Sir G. Arthur 
I nailed fortli the following answer. 
"I think old Indians fancy Asiatics ore different from 
ropcRns and Americans, and so they are as being much 
***orc easily managed ! The ' Old Indian ' fancies that he 
** able to play the game of triok and deceit as well as they 
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can ; but be does not always do so, and I do not see why 
he should try. Tlie Yauk<-e, the Greek, tlio Irisluaan, the 
Englislimrin, the Scotchman, and all othont, are mucli more 
difficult to deal with, and where head is to settle the question 
the 'Old Indians' do not shine in my humble opinion, I 
see nothing masterly in these men. 1 see in most of them, 
an afieotation of being 'inowin^;' extreme vanity without 
foundation of deeds; and great ignorance of the human 
mind, with unequalled expertneae in getting rupees and 
spending them : both discreditable enough. By the way, 
this puts me in mind of a thing which has excessively 
annoyed me. Our excellent commissary Johnstone, sent in 
charges for camels which wero passed by the supTHne 
goyemmcnt without remark. On looking over them, afla 
they came back, I saw that from the way they were worded | 
it appearcdas if 150 camels had been employed for my bag 
gage, when coming here from Hydrabad ; and Lady Xapien 
baggage charged for being landed, in a way to appear as 8 
it had cost the public 2^0 rupees or some siicli sum. TIw ' 
name caughtmy eye, I was all astonishment at such a chaigfl 
being made at all, much more to the public, and on inquiring* 
found it was a mislnke of Johnstone's clerk : her charga v 
which of course I repaid, was only for one boat, 4 J rupees "^ 

The rest of tlie charge was for public stores ! Then the 1 5C ' 

camels for my baggHge. This was assurpnsing as the oihe— ^ 
charge. Wlieu I was major-generrd only. I had sexe^^^o- 
camels from the commissariat, for which I paid. IMiai 
governor, finding govemmcDt paid for my baggage, I n 
my camelstohve! Guess my surprize at Johnstone's cfaar 
for 150. It was most annoying to give up every comfcr 
and yet have the credit of using 1.50 good camelg. The; -^*7 
were not for my baggage ; they were for all tlie hiwd-quat 
establishment, moving from Hydrabad to Kurraobeo ofll 
records, every thing civil and military, and the graster | 
for \i\epolilieai agency recordg." 

At this time tlie Bombay faction was crying dowD i 
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MoonwJ, and crytngupSobdnr, whose peculiar double Ireaohery 
WBS exactly U> llieir inste : tliere were also again proclaiming, 
ea from tlip directors, that the Ameere would be reatured. 

*' Ali Moorad is all right eo far : I keep a tiglit rein on 

biiD. He says he is going to London. I doubt this. Sob- 

dar luighL bare dune as well aa Ali Moorad, one harbariiin is 

as good as another ; bnt Ah Moorad stuck to his treaties 

and Sobdar broke tbem; so we could not discard Ali or take 

Sobdar. The conquest of Scinde was a thing that never 

iiilar^ my head until after Meeanee : before that battle I 

tiduded, that if I won it, of which I was not sure for 

"iio can be sure of vielory? ihey would defy me in the 

fortress and harass me in all directions ; and then moke 

nbmisaion on treaty, paying the expouce of ibe war. Fnto 

I ildded otherwise and we are masters, for the folly of giving 

k the country could only enter the heads of the secret 

nittee and Colonel Outriim. When he proposed it I 

■bed in my sleeve and turned the conversation, not having 

M lo nrgae against such nonsense. Let the directors re- 

t them and ihey will see tlie rc>sulu ; and much good 

» it do the indiscreet old ladies .' 

' ' I have not imprisoned Mecr Roosinm's sons, I have only 

'1(1 Ali Muorad answerable for them : I will, and have, cau- 

-' 'usly avoided any act of a decisive nature without Lord 

■ - 1 Iks ho rough's knowledge. You say. Pray do not think 

' «■ intrusive. Indeed my dear Sir George I never have 

■ 'jught yon anything but kind in ovary way to me, and in 

•lie more so than this, but I assure you I have been very 

utious. The securiug of these Ameers was deuiunded by 

■-»»inion justice and consistency. We could not leave the 

■^•Xiaf iiutbor of the war, — Itoostum's son Hussein^at liu-ge, 

'^■fcfcalling in Scinde, while the two innocent sons of Nusseer 

*^J»ti, Mid young HuBsein AH who had no voice in the pro- 

**^«dingB in Soindo, were sent to Calcutta. They may order 

**** hi let them out if they please ; they may restore the 

* Ttieeni, tliey may do what ihey plcaao bo far as I ciu'e : 
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my vrisb is to quit Scinde, and I would rather be t 
than reign from personal motives, especially sinre Liirf 
Xllenborough is gone ; but I do say tiiat all gllicr mem^ien 
of this DGfarious family ought to be allowed to come iuc^ 
if these four are left in Scinde. 

" I judge Lord Ellenhoroiigh by Lis letters and deeds. I 
do not know him personally, but I feel unbounded Hdmi' 
I ration for his two years' rule in India. No doubt his kind- 
' DBBS to me may have rendered me partial, but I do not see 
why it should warp my judgment of bis policy. I EUppoee 
be has faults. Where is the man that is perfect in mind lit 
body? The great Sully built a private theatre in lusonn 
house for his friends to see him danee a pa» seui.' Look 
at what Lord Ellenborougli has done: that is the cciterioD. 
' The Sony of triumph ' may have been bad poetry ; I do 
not know that it was, but it assuredly does not diminish bis 
triumphs. The poor old Indian turnspits go round on ihoir 
wheel and are aghast at any deviation from their rotatory 
evolutions: Stop! I beg the real turnspit's pardon for ilie 
comparison, he bos no ' establishment, ' he does his wod 
himself! My hope ia to see the republican direoCan 
smashed a.s they deserve. Like the Venetian Council of Ten i 
they have begun defying the crown, and will, if not destroyei 
go tJie same length as their prototypes. 

" M. Genl. W. Napier. — The enclosed copy of my luturW 
Lord Eipon will give you all my story, except ibnt tL» 
Bengal troops at Shikarpoor are in open mutiny: and I UD 
covered with boils that have for three weeks kept lae iu j 
pain, and eight days iu bod. This, with the beat and»D 
attack of fever, has made me too weak to go tu Sllii[ll^ 
poor, for the sun is fierce up the river; many have b*" 
Struck down by it last week, and it would be difficult fm 
me to bear a second rap. Still I would risk it, but lb»t 
a storm seems brewing at Mooltan, and this cxitaonJi' 
nary change of governors will not dispel it. To me also J( 
appears doubtful, if the Sikhs pour 60 or 70,000 i 
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phasis whether Gongh has means to pull them up ; 
18 in person at Simla with his staff, where he might 
off by an active enemy. Gwalior moreover is not 
afe yet ; neither is Nepaul ; I am therefore nursing 
to be able to bolt northwards when we can act, which 
ssible now; three days under canvas would kill half 
iropeans with apopl^y. It is an anxious time. 
I Hunter, Company's service, now commands under 
hikarpoor ; he is an admirable officer and much liked 
Sepoys, whose language he speaks perfectly : my pre- 
here would therefore really be useless. A man can 
K)p8 in battle by gestures and example, but these will 
with mutineers : one must then have a tongue ! " 
mutiny was a very serious matter, and menacing 
langer, for four other regiments were likewise dis- 
It was followed by a rough correspondence 
1 Sir G. Napier and the military authorities of the 
armv, but two letters will suffice for illustration, 
neral Hunter, June 30th. — I shall be glad to hear of 
pleaders being in prison. Your next step will be to 
le regiment of all riff-raff; for though I will not dis- 
le corps, supposing it shews repentance, we cannot 
he guilty to escape. It Ms fortunate for Colonel 
J that I am not a despot. However, though I fear 
ie example must be made of some ringleaders the 
s conduct is no excuse for that of the regiment, 
ur first duty is to try and save all we can. For us 
mortals to punish at all is painful, but when it 
to capital punishment it is awiiil and revolting in 
reme: excusable only by necessity the most urgent, 
ugnance to it is so great that I have once or twice 
resigned this government rather than have this pain- 
y to perform ; reflection teUs me however, that what 
demands must be done by some one and is justifi- 
the eyes of the Almighty : but it must not be done 
t thought. There are thirty-nine ringleaders. We 
lu. o 
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cannot &hoot so many men, unless tliey b 
officers, or done somelhiog for worse Uian bus happened 
here. Yon must llierefore pick out some of llie vuT worel. 
who liBve shewn real mutiuuue dispositions fay iueolenoe to 
their officers; you well know the men meant »nd lltose nun 
must die. The army and the empire must not he endui- 
gered fruni false compnssion, which might entail lite s|Hl!iDg 
oce&Ds of btood : they have dared justice and it must Btiiku ! 
What has not Colonel Moeeley brought on by his tbouplii- 
leaa conduct ! lie is tbe guilty man : he and Captain Ban, 
iuid it shall not be my fault if ihey escape thoir deserts." 

Colonel MoBcley was afterwards dismissed tJie isdrvicc bj 
sentence of a court-martial. 

" I hope it may not be necessBry to put above five or Bi 
to death, or fewer. However, a court-martial uiuat deeiii*- 
As you are now strong " — tlie General had instantly rein- 
forced him — "an immediate example will not bo neoenat;; 
and ns I do not tbiuk it right to ffinch from tho datf 
which properly falls to me, I beg of you to forward the pro- 
ceedings of tbe court for me to confirm. At first 1 thout^t 
it wouUl be necessary to use force, and then it would haT« 
been right for you to execute llie ringleaders at once : DOW 
tbe delay of sending the trials to me will have no bad eficct 
You hint at not having been supported by any hut C*pUin 
Shortreed ; pray convey to him my Iilgh sense of his good 
conduct. I will mention him to tbe general guremmeiil, 
which has been this day informed that if the tUth are SM|^ j 
the Company owes a regiment to your admirable ( 
and arrangement, in the most difficult ' 
general officer could find himself. Now tell ma wbf 
are that have not bestirred tbemselvos on this trying a 
sion. My dear general, tbe weeds must be pulled up anonC 
officers as well as among Sepoys, or what is justice nD 
become injustice to Uie latter. Colonel Moseley and C^ 
tain Burt have, evidently, not done tbeir duty; but 1 think 
you allude to otheis, and I trust you will open the •» 
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U7 know yonr oOicere. 

O. Arthur, JqIt. — T!ie commander in chief first 

8 court of inquiry into tlie mutiny, and by a letter 

G. Hiimer, not tLrongh mu! Tliie was odd. 
: ft^ I am respomtiblu I must act by my own 
ttod iliert'tbi e enforced my own orders to try tlicsp 
y h ^neral eourt-martial : and I have deprived the 

of its colours. I did not know till a few days ago 
tilth have mutinied five times ! Hud I known 
t should have been disbanded, but ilunter gave 
unlified pardon, which hampered me, because I did 
K precisely the extent of it. I shall beg of Sir H. 
i to relieve me from all responsibihty of this nature, 
f in that the commander in chief has been misled 
ral I.umley, if tbe orders he sends are as General 
leserihes them. Hunter is very angry, and taking 

1 think with reason. He heard of the mutiny at 
the evening, and lias been reprimanded for proceed- 
le lines of tbe matineers ' at so unseaionab/e an 
Sly answer to this, for I have at once assumed all 
liliiy for everything he did, has been, that if he had 
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slain. There was h mutiny just befnre they got Sir H, 
Gough'3 letter ^rasting them bigLer aUowanoM, whtcli 
was concealed from tlie commHoder in chief by agreement 
among the officers, though the mutineers bad seized thv 
colours! The Grenadiers offered to charge them, whidi 
did great credit to that company. 

" ir. Genl. W. Napier. — Lord Ellenborongh sailed bm 
Calcutta the I4th inst. You may gness what a cliange ihii 
is to me, though sure that Hardinge will give me cvory 
support. Would that every insulting word Lord Ellen- 
borough used towards the Court of Directors were a thirtwn- 
inch shell. Their spite is because he kept their cousins loi 
brothers &c. of the civil service from Uie treasury. To go 
away now will please me. for J am breaking up fast. While tbe 
oooi weather lasted my recovery was rapid, but my legs a|tfun 
swell, from weakness they say. but weakness at sixty-wo 
does not fit a mnn for a campaign tn this, or any country r 
yet there is great rally in me when my blood gets np. 
though the re-nction is flooring. Anything like the Bc^^ 
riiity of tlie Bombay Times against me, and you loo, for 
you stung Buist to the quick, I never read, except tlie 
Calcutta Star which is as bad : in both we are ' /iar*. ptf 
jurert, hlachguardu, rillaiitu, whose apur» of knigktIiMi 
n how Id be hacked off" our heetn !' Tbe most infamous effoW 
are also made by them to drive my young friend Brown, mj 
secretary, into a quarrel. WeU, I laugh at them and ti^ 
every public opportunity to call them the lufamuun Preu ef 
India! And strange to say, two of iliem have written f 
pay me court, and say they have defended me and *i'' 
defend me ! This shews there are some good, ant] I K^" 
them it pleases me to find such sensible men ! " Mr. Mb'^' 
Kenna, Bombay Gentleman's Gazette, always justifieil ^ 
bis conduct tbc title of bis paper. 

" You advise mo to irj- enlisting the robber tribes. 1 »"' 
very willing, but ibey are uol ; unless it be to remato "i''' 

I their hills and be paid for watching their own fe^M 
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our protection. Even this I would rather do than 
inate them ; but one or t'other mast be done. Already 
villages have been abandoned from fear of these 
s; our caralry and jprass-outters have been out up, 
U at Shikarpoor is mutiny, while we have several 
iDd enemies hard by— the Cutchee predatory tribes, 
rer, those enemies are all Mahomedan, the mutineers 
odoos, who, if they do not fight will have their throats 
ibey know this well, so an attack would do them 

lenry Napier, June. — Scarcely was my letter to Wil- 
iealed, when an express came to say there is hopes 
be mutiny is confined to the 64th Regiment, and that 
lier four regiments will not join. Your account of 
ton is to me very satisfactory. The more a boy idles 
iiter. The studious grow weak-minded, nine out of 
nd if boys are made to study they never after look 
ook. I like all gossip about the young ones. As to 
fing money for boys, it does not do good ; they will 
work like men if they have a foundation not laid by 
dves. Talking of money, I laugh at the letters which 
to me firom strangers and even acquaintances congra- 
ig me on the ' two hundred thousand pounds ' they 
bave gained ! but I do not laugh when my tradesmen 
that notion for their charges. The fact is, I have 
d enough to secure at 3 per cent, what will give my 
ad girls about £120 a year each when I die; which 
ill not think much, considering that I am running 
y life ten knots an hour to gain it ! However they 
. be in distress with that sum yearly. You need not 
ticular in directing to me, I am well known as an 
se : only put Bombay. As to Fonblanque, or Fun- 
as Tom Moore has it, and Howick, why I only feel 
at such chaps for a moment. I know I have done no 
and feel no anger ; only I would shoot one of them 
(leasure when I read their falsehoods. It is my wish 
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to writ« to each of you every post if I crin, for lliou^ w 
are nil equally witliin Uie reach of death more dimgiironB 
events are about mo, and give a feel thut must Dol U 
rejected. 

" Richard Napier. — Don't mind any stories yon mij 
liear, for really the Indian press is so onxions lo kill me (hat 
if my finger aches tlieir hopes arise. My delight is to gel 
letters from you all, except when written close on sinking 
paper. I have a pecuUar difficulty in reading writiu){. il >■ 
very inconvenient, very painlul, and is connected with the 
complaint formerly in my eyes, now gone, but bronght buck 
at times by reading ill-written letters and worry. I »y 
nothing to you about Lord Ellenborough's recall. We shull 
see. Mark ! — /here must be a war in the Puiijaab. \t'a 
not we but they who will make that war. It is impossible 
to have a regular government tliere, the Sikh army woiil 
allow it, so the result is evident. If we are beaten in wbil 
will be a desperate struggle, every native prince will be upon 
us, and the coalition ornahed by Lord EUenborough irill 
arise again. If we attack the Punjaub I am all but cerwin 
we shall take it, but it will not be an easy conquest. Mj ■ 
impression is that Uardiuge will now liave his talent proTiid, 
and Gough also. The pubho hero give me the cuuiinud< 
but that is an error, and I do not wont it, nay, would tbk^ 
rather not, unless in supreme authority. Hardingu shonlJ 
command tho army himself, it will be a perilous war ani ' 
repulse dreadful iu its results ! 

" I am not going to fight Howiok or Fonblanquc, tfaoag'' 
I shall not say so, or every scoundrel will be upon me nni" 
they compel me to shoot one of them, nbieh 1 do not w""^ 
to do, having blood enough on my bauds and figbtJDS 
enough, to say nothing of what may be in petto fur f^^ 
before a year passes. But I can tell those bucks 1 du J^ 
belong to the anti-duelliug society, and am n derilisbl 
shot : 80 if they goad too far they may repent it boo li 
laugh now at their insolence ; for there are eevinilQcn tJ 
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■v% here ready to go through Asia, or fire, or water, with 
I and whal care I for Loril Howick or Fonblanque, or 
1 ! My want is rest, repose. I would rather have died 
deserted Lord Ellenborongh while able to serve him; 
now I atQ not wanted, they have plenty of better men 
£ngltu)d tlian such an old rattletrap as myself; however 
&awan Mall is saucy I could go so far as to batter him, 

kuoiv my work better now than last campaign." 
Idajor &[cMurdo had now been accepted as the husband 
Charles Napier's eldest daughter, Susan. 
" H. Napier, August 4ih.— Ab others wilt tell you of 
s nuptials I need not, you will havu pUnti/ too much. 
nrdo 13 a very floo fellow. I will try to get you a 
in cat. The old assassin prince Is my great crony 
ig not under my care but paid by me £'^000 a 
ye*r. Heis &god: his income immense. Hek'tsnoneof his 
wet kiss his hand under twenty rupees, and is the greatest 
possible : that is, a clever bravo man, but being a 
mokes a virtue of any sin he hkes to commit. 1 spook 
Then saying, that bis followers do not and dare not 
him any favour he asks ; wives, daughters, slaves, 
money, houses, furniture, all are his; and he does not lot 
iliu privilege prow rusty. However, I have put an end, per- 
MOptonlv, lo Ilia rights whenever any of his people choose 
in tesJBt bim, which is awkward for the divinity of the ' old 
nmn of the mountain.' He coidd kill me if he pleased : he 
Ills only to say the word and one of his people would do tfae 
in atwinkling andgostroiglit to heaven for the same. He 
iloo shrewd for that however, and ihey all have a great fear 
&e Binoe the battles. The Pudkhate they think bos 
secret art tliat nothing can fight against. Such is the 
itage of victory, it gives a man oredit for everytliing. 
*iU make this divine being gel a pussy cat for you. 
No man cau supply Lord Ellenborongh s place to me. 
igD must hurt mo : common sense tells mc he must 
Ids own plans or he would be a fool, whioh he is not. 
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Mine of coarse coase, and all will be dend Inbour wii 
mind being engaged. Lord EUenborough left everything 
military in my hands, and overthrew all opposition at Cal- 
cutta. This I can no longer expect, Bnd plans will now 
come to me to execute. A military govern or- gen era] is the 
worst person for me, but Hardinge the best for India next lo 
Lord EUenborough, for they must have a soldier. Lord Z.'s 
abiliijes indeed made up for his not being one, especially as 
he let me do what he wanted done in my own way. And I 
am here laying the foundation for great works, but am loo 
old to complete tliem ; and there is such indolence in all 
men of high rank that no one else wilt. They still talk of 
restoring the Ameers, This does great harm. Men fear 
their vengeance, and therefore keep fi-om joining heartily 
witli ua. However, I have so inoculated tlie poor wilh 
freedom and high wages, that if we hold the land anolhet 
year I will defy them to send the Araeura back, unless wiUi 
British troops to keep ihem on their tlirones. Men won't 
again submit to tyrants after being once freed : they may U 
ready to get rid of us because we are ClirislJaiis, but tliey 
will not receive the Ameers. 

"Journal, August 10th. Clifton. — I am sixty-two yeaiB 
old this day and tired of life ; tired also of referring for 
leave to do this, that and t'other, to people who kno" 
nothing about tlie matters. Oh ! Lord EUenborough yon 
are a sad loss ! Well, I must pull on tiU 1 drop. I hire 
been ill and low, and have had only cares and worries aboat 
public works. I have neglected my journal, having neither 
strength nor vigour of mind left to record my own works, 
which have been chiefly details, very laborious unlni^restjig 
and tiresome. I came out here with a fever. Why they 
call it Clifton is not known to me, its name is Ghisree- 
but English vanity gives it an English numo. I do 
not like being here, and detest a crowd of people. Oli- 
nhat a happy life a hermit lives! From my earliest youlli 
I did love to be alone, and hate now what people call aoaety • 
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<)int is to do DothiDg bU day but gabble Donsense, without 

"ti for themselves or others. I believe women cAn ait 

ii£;er witliont doing anVtbing ihun any Boimal in the world, 

inch makes them sucb good nurses. The dreadful nige 

[ murdering them here is however in progresa of being 

[ojiped. I have never seen human nature so outrfiged. 

■' This day received from Lord Ellenborough this most 

ilattering letter. ' General, — You will have heard that the 

Court of Directors has done us I expected. I am recalled. 

Fortunately Sir Henry Hardinge is my succesHor, and he 

"ill carry out nil my views, with the advantage of having 

military experience. I remain here to receive him. I fear 

he will not arrive before the 38rd of next month. I shall 

leave Calcutta about five days aJ'terwards in the Auckland 

steamer far Suez, It is impossible for me to close my cor- 

respondeaoe with you, without assuring you that the greatest 

BUiafaction I have derived from my position in this country 

hu arisen from the confidential communication into which 

ii has brought me with you. Your victories have thrown 

t lasting splendour aromid the period during which I have 

^ministered the affairs of India; and 1 remain thoroughly 

"ii-vinced that the province you have annexed to this 

Tr.pite will be the future source of wealth and of strength 

as it now is of renown. Pray write to Sir H. Hardinge so 

It lie mny find your letter here on his arrival. As long as 

I I sbftll, although not in office, give advice, which 

B be acted upon in any matter of importance. It will be 

iBcutl lo persuade native chiefs that my removal does not 

kcate B change of policy ; but all pivjper steps have been 

n lo assure them that it does not. Your faithful friend 

mboTOUgh.' 

^"Uia Sister, Aagust. — As to my reading English poli- 

i>I do not from principle, and could not from want of 

Why. the trials alone which I nm obliged to read are 

It tnoQgh for one raan : one has just been laid before me 

■ ODt faiindred and thirty sheets of foolscap! Well, I 
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coat bang the man vho is the subject without reading &11 
that is for and against him! Then there are four or five 
courts -martial, beside all the other military work, and ihf 
ttccompaniiueiits of seventeen tliousand men with Uieir Com- 
misariat and the Enginoers' work. The civil goTuminBil 
also. — Eefleot that I am supreme judge, and arbitrary in all 
pohtical relations; commnuder in chief with two odift 
commanders in chief, troublesome enough in their way : two 
governments to coixespond with ; an enemy on the borders: 
a people to keep quiet ; the troops mutinous ; a diiught«r In 
marry; and all lliis iu a sun so debilitating that no younK 
man even preteuds to do much 1 Work in Englmid uid 
work here are not alike. I he down alter writing a iMU" 
here! 

" I have irrigated a hundred square milos of rich lu^ 
never before cultivated from want of water. This in om 
place, by one canul twenty miles long which feeds littk 
fellows that I have made : as muuh more has horn irrignwd 
by smaller works in different places. The officer emplojfJ 
by me on this work has been five months in tlie Delta. ("" 
most dangerous district ; and he has been alone, no gau^ 
yet liis servant, a Belouchee, had three bulls put through Wm 
hy our men at Bubbn, and tliorofore has as good a riglit V' 
dislike us as most men^tliree good reasons at all evanW' 
This officer had large sums in bis tent to pay workmen, s""' 
there has not been the shghtest attempt to rob him. S* 
justly ohsorvea that ho dared not try tlie same experiment*' 
Bombay ! An Englishman may go anywhere alonfl '" 
Scinde. In the timo of the Ameera and politicals D*"*^ 
could go about without a guard. 

" The jicoplc in the Delta told Mr. McLeod. that o"*' 
seeing they can keep what they grow, they lavntx u> pl^'' 
mangoes and build: tlieyhave no houses excepting in to*'**' 
the villages are uluaters of mala. In Uie Ameont* lime ^' 
moment a man improved his condition everydiing **^ 
seized by them ; the little money he gained was takaafr"^ 
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\ and his cultivated land given over to some court 
farourile. No miui therefore cultivated: they robbed on 
i>ar lodiai) fruntter. along the Cutoh firontier, and all along 
die <]es«rt. from whicb they are now retumjog in numbers to 
settle 08 cultivators on tlieir native spotd. Tbe Delta, 
MoLeod tells me, ie full of slaves. He had no idea before 
at tbe extent to which slavery is carried: nor I neither. 
Hoverer, they Lave all now found out that tbey are free and 
tMt off tfaeii masters in eonaequence. We have red Ireedom 
bare wilbout any of the nonsense I heard in England about 
it: if any fellow is caught with a slave I pay him off sharp. 
^d tb« slaves from neighbouring parts of Affghanistan and 
Beloocbistan begin to &y to ui^, now tliey find tliat I will not 
jive tbem up. This is the order of Lord EUeuborougb, and 
MM 1 liave most vigorously enforced even to relentlessness 

Eds mascera, 
'here is a Captain Hart who, in some periodical, pub- 
R long story and not a correct one about Scinde ; ,but 
il* praises my great fitness for government, because I have 
loo much common sense not to suspect the operation of this 
DuaohievouB act of Lord Ellenborough, which would cast 
out the ' poor slaves to starve ! * Captain Hart says ibey 
dehght in being kidnapped in Africa: I am suio they do ! 
ttsy muat deUght in being slaves here : I am sure they do ! 
D oan for an instant suppose that children do, or can love 
> parents half so well as the captain of a slaver ; or their 
) well as the hold of a ship, where 'hey live six 
B so snug and warm in the sun I Pooh ! Then lliie 
t humane philosopher, in shape a Captain of Bombay 
■Dtry and one of Lord Auckland's politicals, finds out 
V art so kindly treated by their aflectionato masters that 
f vould only starve if released. This he says my 
e has prevented, and I keep them still in paradise : 
^ wuiUd Hot indeed take tlieir liberty. Bravo Capitauo 1 
* stupid niggers have however all token a diil'eruut view ; 
Blew thamtiolves away &om their tender masters, Mid 
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will perversely starve on Gd. a dfty, equal to very 
Wflges in England : how can I govern such foolish men? I 
wonder there are not nsings of freed slaves to resist tbift 
injury to their dearest affections, this filling of their I 
with food. 

" Well, one tender master hanged his slave in the 
of his village ; it was so common that it was only a 
tacle for children. I not being the convert tg Captain Hart's 
views, which he so fondly imagines, ordered the gentlentui 
to he hanged on the same tree. A slave or a womim is 
here murdered as readily as a cook kills n chicken ; it was 
a matter of diversion, but they now begin to find tie 
differ. Three days ago a girl was suspected of being 
unfaithful to her husband. She was seventeen, he wis 
thirteen ; her uncle killed the suspected lover ; her fatliet 
led her to the front of his house, she bared her throat, 
saying. ' // i« my fate.' The father twists her long haii 
in hia hand, and holds her on tiptoe while her brother haoki 
off her head ! This was ail done openly and I will hang 
them all. As to wives, a husband on the least qoarrd 
wliips out his knife and off goes the woman's nose, and ebt 
is lucky if her lipa and ears don't go nleo 

" People tliink I can govern these people by 
law, English forms, Enghsh quibbles, English ball 
It maddens one to hear such nonsense when 
hard enough tried by screwing up his mind to put hia 
fellows to death at all. For this, at times of lowness when 
the mind loses its vigour, I think hell may open its jam 
for me : yet I know I am right, though the grandson of ilwi 
marauder of the West Indies, Sir Charles Grey, and sou of 
that great master in nepotism. Lord Grey, does say I foughi 
the battle and shed the blood of my own comrades u 
well as that of others for prize money ! Well, my death 
is not very far off in the course of nature, and it will then 
be seen if I shrink from tlie inevitable consequences ; bs 1 
must do if 1 am the villain Lord fiowick pablioly ia tin 
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House of CummoD3 called me. Pope's epigrum would 
apply to him were he worth the npplication ; but if he were 
K top and I a whip, Jupiter ! how I would make him spin ! 
However these things only put me in a passion when I 
think of them, which is very seldom ; and thou my desire 
is to treat them as Lord Athlone told Litdy Athlone to trent 
ifao French revolution, if it came to Holland. 

■' My surveyors in the Delia have found immense fields 
of salt, pure and many feet deep, sulphur and hot springs; 
saltpetre we had already found, and I suspect from ilie 
appearance of a mountain travelled over last April that we 
shall find mineral riches there. There is no question of 
the riches of this province. Will you believe that your 
frjeod Lord liipon thinks it will not pay tJie expenee of 
^venuuent, though I have sent him an abstract of revenue 
and expenditure from April IS43 to April 194-1 : the enemy 
U-ing in arms up to September 1843, These shew him that 
the whole civil government charges, and upwards of two 
ihoasand police, one tlioueaud being cavalry, have been paid, 
lod a surplus of several lacs of rupees actually transmitted 
lo the Calcutta treasury ; his poor addled head canuot com- 
Ki'bend that thus, eveu in war time, we ore saving money 
'•r iho public I I know what ho is puzzled about. He 
iliioks that all tlie soldiers in Sciude are an expenee caused 
by Sciude; and forgets that not a man has been raised to 
ncnre the conquest, except the policemen, whom as before 
. tiid I pay. He forgets tliat the troops in Bcinde were paid 
msyte tlie conquest was thought of, and would have been 
ifBiIly maintained in India if Scinde had never been. 

" ML Genl.W. Napier, August. — Lord Ellen borough's recall 
' *sU knew, besides being a great public loss, would eniible 
I w jacks in office to trouble me : they begun immediately. 
[ ''q* u to Hardiuge. Events are here so interesting and 
' tm so mixed up with them as to become an egotiat 
I *<pite of myself. I am sure Hardinge will be pleasant (o 
^ UMad hope he will torn a deaf ear to Jocks in office as 



184 



LIFE OF CHARLES JA 



I^rd E. (lid. I sliall not like to go to the North, forKA^ 
too old and weak for a second in command. I can bonerer 
work up my energies for my own plans, and would try tc 
do so for executing the plauB of another, especially one lilf 
Hordinge who ia bo able a soldier. If we hare war my 
hope is that be will leave me independent: tben I shouM 
have no fear, but to be second in oommand nould be dis- 
agreoflbie ; uol from pride or ambition but tbat the lolionr, 
disagreeable labour too. nt-cessnry to make a good Becond— 
and to be a good one would be my ambition — would dvst- 
task my strength : Hardinge can get plenty as good as nt 
with more strength as a second. 

" In Scinde perhaps it would not be easy to replaoa mc 
at present : but as second to Hardinge I shall be no better 
than another, perhaps worse, becanse of the enemies i-realei 
by Lord EUenbo rough's favour and my own successos. In 
Scinde with an independent force I could do better: die 
mind works smoothly when following its own invenlioD, tM 
the body feels no fatigue till after. However fate settles «U 
these things, and my best shall he done wherever plftoedi 
but I told Lord EHenborough truly, that India, since ^ 
left the government, appears to me like au empty bouse. ' 
did not tell him it was full of cursed bugs also, but dare •" 
say he knows that well enough, and Hardinge will soon 6**^ 



" You know that in Scinde much land is given in jagUi**' 
and much remains in the hands of government. 9omp ° 
the jaghircB are sixty and seventy square miles ! The pO*' 
people try hard to locate ihcmBolves on tlie govemm^** 
land in preference to jaghire land ; this speaks plainly, »** 
one of my objects is, very gradually to withdraw the jnghi*"* 
and divide them amongst the ryots. But to do this roqui^* 
great caution, lest tlie jagliirdars should take alam» 
would not carry the system to any great extent, but n 
jaghirdar behaves ill his jaghire should be resumed 
divided thus. The tennre a militaiy servioe. I 
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to nboiibli that by subBtituting a low rent for a long term, 
thus giving a right of property iu the land which will render 
liie jnghirdars faithful, and ibrm a body of yeomen. The 
japhirdttr tells me be hue no money to pay rent. Well, give 
nje a atrip of your land in§tead, and the remainder is yours 
free for a hnndred years. This strip is divided amongst rjots 
at low rents, payable for tbe present in kind : and these poor 
pK>ple do, and will iudustriouely cultivate tlieir small farms 
aud t«acb the great jagliirdar to cultivate his large holding. 
I am making considerable progress in irrigation, but am 
cramped by want of workmen and engineers. However if 
tbe nuxi three months are not sickly to tbe terrible degree of 
last year we aball do much in winter ; and I have a power- 
ful assistant in Captain Scott. Yet these tlu-ee months 
» tremble : heavy rains Lave fallen and the inun- 
a is very higli, wbicb will produce great crops of grain 
i uS£enn. Lees revenue and more health would be pre- 



P Sir Henry Pottinger baa sent a message to me, through 
jl ftieod Captain Dl'1 HoMte, saying Sir Henry ' riei-cr iii- 
)d»d uor did it tier ctiler hi* head to ri-Jlect upon me.' 
»Te, says Del Hosto, ' a letter from him distinctly de- 
bg that snch could be his intention. Ids remarks having 
aice only lo the policy of the governor- general : that 
\ hod endeavoured to make tlds ae plain as possible and 
I most anxious that the fact should be made known in 



" I told you of my bringing two drunken surgeons to 

Tliey were convicted, but the court sentenced them 

I tenienUy as to amount to nothing ; and tbe soldiers are 

U to b« murdered in the hospitals beuause out of twenty- 

l officers, fourteen at least are no better than attorneys' 

Srks. TlieHe Beutence» have su disgusted me as to pro- 

diice a wish to pilch tbe command to ibe devil: it is too 

I'M tM dw! the soldiers thus uhuudoned by their own offioers. 

_£ihlitD coun-martiale are enough to sickea one of the t 
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vici>: from llie C.C. to tlie enBign all seem to be lavyen, 
Qaeeo's and Compaay's. One must ' grin find bear,' yet an 
emetic that stirs bile without removing it is not pleasanL 
We must have flogging restored or tlie Indian army will be 
destroyed. If the finest Sepoy in the army loses his temper 
with n brat of aa ensign he is diamissed the servico. The 
average number of good, strong, well-drilled Boldiera thus 
daily disciiarged in Scinde is very great, and we ought not 
to lose any in this way : the loss of a well-taught soldier for 
a trivial ofleuoe ia a great expence, and numbers of thorn go 
to Lahore I So much for the policy. And can it he ei- 
peol«d that the Sepoy will long preserve the feeling that bis 
regiment is his home when triiling misconduct tarns him 
out with disgrace ? I hear Dr. Buist and his wife are the 
constant guests of Sir Thomas and Lady M'Mahon ! Tliia 
accounts for many things ! 

" I have always thought Russia will take OonstantJuaple. 
She will then soon become mistress of the sources of the 
Euphrates and Tigris, the heads of the Red Sea and Poraan 
Gulf. Along the western coast of tlie former she will find 
ports, and quickly push her military colonies to Zeyla 
Bay in tlie south of Abyssinia : then we may look, sharp ! 
This appears to me a more probable course of attack thui 
by the Osus, to attack by which reqiures an Alexander; 
whereas by Constantinople and Alexandria there needs onlj 
patience and plodding. The moment Constantinople is 
conquered it becomes the capital of Russia, and her re- 
sources in ships and sailors will then be available against 
India. If England thinks there is danger to India from 
Russia let her look to Egypt betimes. The hill tribes tn 
now fighting with each other and I shall be able to i 
them in order, for the villagers begin to oppose them ; 
very day a village has sent me in three robbers taken i 
fight against tlie hill men : they have had 500 rupeee < 
ieward and the robbers shall be hanged. One of ] 
Moorad's lioutcnanta also has captured five chietiB e 
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Boordees. My cavalry, regular and irregular, neglected 
their duty about these robbers, and I expressed my displea- 
sure publicly to Captain McEenzie: the Delhi Gazette 
has of course abused me like a pickpocket: nevertheless 
people shall not be kiUed and those who are in fault escape 
censure." 

The Delhi Gazette was not alone. The Bombay faction 
strove to make Captain McEenzie one of their partizans, 
but he was too honourable. He asked for a court-martial, 
was refused, redoubled his vigilance and in a little time 
surprised and cut off a band of the robbers : he was then by 
the fiction accused of murdering poor defenceless villagers ! 
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Bereated of Lord EUenborough's support, the goven 
Sciuile liftd to sustniu redoubled enmity, countenanoed I 
encouraged by the home authorities. Sluuder wao coDiind 
in various forms, and cvon the Frencb press was emplOTO 
for the disaeminadon of falsehood. At a lime whenBr' 
Buiet was passing through Piiris, there appeared in tiw 
National, a forged report from a pretended committee il~ 
the House of Commons, containing a formal uondf 
of Lord EllcTiborough and Sir C. Napier, with an appf 
of Outram's conduct ! And in the Siecle, Sir Chi 
was denounced as a monster whose cruelty pnt the Alge 
Dara caves in tlie shade ! In fine, he was assailt^^ 
though he were a common robber and murderer, and tlu< < 
with encouragement from men in office, and more eHpecial'j 
from those who were profiting by his great actions ! Mew 
while ho 'pursued his ateady course of vii-tue, and was not 
found wanting to himself to his country or to fame, ft 
which there was still much in store for him. HisjoomaJ 
and correspondence now begin to disclose the state of bis 
oonijuest, civil and mihtary, and give complete and striking 
pictures of his government and of his own charact^jr. C^' 
tain McKenzio's exploit, in reparation of previous negligenC 
in repelling the robber tribes, is first presented. It was * 
timely one, for the first successes of those depredators h 
been by them magnified, and accepted aa signal <i 
the British amongst surrounding nations, 
" Journal, September 3rd. — OHvcr's day. 
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last month attacked three hundred robbers and put two 
hundred to the sword. It has been well done by McKenzie, 
ud my hope is will put a stop to these inroads. I must 
bowever go to the north myself to put things on a permanent 
footing by treaties, if a permanent treaty can be hoped for 
vith people so wild so faithless and brutal. Yet men are 
not born different, and these wild chaps must have some 
Ditiirai good sense, if one can only find the way to it ; which 
vith God's blessing I will do and so lay the foundation of 
dvilization amongst them. I hate civilization where it en** 
crotches on savage life, which is one of happiness; but love 
to see it encroaching on Eastern barbarism, where a few 
take all from all : in that state a selfish sensual chief tor- 
tores, not one or two but all for his own enjoyments. 

"H.Napier, September 14 th. — You ask about the Ameers 
Uliog their children. Whoever says they do not is a liar ; 
or bows nothing of Scinde. They did, and so do all the 
Scbde nobles — that is illegitimate children. Occasionally 
^ kill others too, if girls, but that is not the rule as it is 
^th illegitimate children. They first give their odalisques, 
or women, potions to cause miscarriage ; if that fails they 
<^p up the child with a sword, or place it underneath a 
CDshion and sit upon it smoking and joking ! This is as 
^^U known as that the sun shines. People may believe or 
rH>t bnt 'tis true, and so common that I am unable to pre- 
sent it In Cutch they kill daughters who do not marry 
qnickly, or if they have not dowries to give them : it is a 
dishonour to grow up unmarried and so they kill them. 
^*ow for my letter to those knaves, dated March 18th, 184*3, 
ii^acing them for their combinations with the Lion, which 
you say has been condemned." — The nine Muses of the 
Jwoae bad declared it to be unchivalric ! "The Ameers were 
placed in a large garden with a high wall, and I had been so 
influenced by that ass Outram . as to allow free egress and 
ngress there to his fallen princes. They made use of it to 
concert my destruction with the Lion, and one day when I 
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went to complain, tbey exclaimed with affected surpi 
' What people ? Wo have none ! We caonot cook our mm 
victuals ! We have nobody but a fen Hindoo BcrvanU; nol 
a single Belooch ever enters this garden ! ' Can you explain 
why this lie was told? I cannot! Their tent at the time 
was lull of, and liurroimded, by not loss than two hondred 
Beloochees standing about us, and pressing so close that lite 
offiocra with me were apprehensive some outrage was m»ii- 
taled. Bebeve me a Uar if you please, for whom can «e 
believe ? but there were six or eight persons there who will 
tell you the same story ; and this is just a specimen of iheit 
falsehoods hourly sent to me by letter or messenger until I 
wrot« the menace. In fact they liad seen and niunbeTtid 
our troops, and as Shere Mohamed was their best soldier 
tliey expected to manage in combination wiUi him to de- 
stroy us. I had a full right to put them in irons : yet they 
had every comfort and luxury, and were merely confined to 
a garden of great size. They were conspiring in tlie ceniifl 
of my camp, and after warning them repeatedly with civility 
and gentleness 1 am blamed for threatening rigid trent- 
ment. I run great danger: my excessive kindness to (1mm 
fellows was thrown away, and it has given me, for tfae 
dredth time, a lesson never to be gentle with a ty. 
yon get him down trample him well and sporo not. 

" As to the £nghsh chaps, one would imagine I gnV 
back the Ameers' six swords, each worth ^300 at the least, 
some perhaps worth i£S0O, for pleasure, and to enable tse H> 
insult them more afterwards. I begun by being 
man with them, their own conduct made me grow hi 
but to shew these villains in their true Ugbl you shall 
two anecdotes of my own knowledge. Three Belooch pifc 
soners, dreadfully wounded at Meeiiuee, were brought to ih« 
entrenched camp ; they were in our linepitals, about Mif 
yards from my tent and not so far from tlie Ameers' i ' '^^ 
We could not find a person speaking their langatu 
Attend on them, wherefore I went myself to the i 
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begged of ihem to send BeloochecB. Devi! a. bit ! Well, 
I grew savage and ordered them to do bo ; they sent one 
niRn at three half-pence n day ! The second day ho objected 
to stop on such pay ; we applied for more and the Anoeera 
answered // is too much. The man of course would not 
Stay and we attended the Beloochees : one poor fellow died 
ItecBQse he wonld not let his leg be cut off. 

" Story the second. — Old Roostum's baggage was all 
taken at ]hleeanee, he bad not wherewithal to sleep on, to 
change, lo dreaa, to eat: the poor old villain was utterly 
destitute, and the Hydrabad Ameers would not give bim 
ling, money food or cooking utensils : they would 
let him even enter ibeir tent. The white-headed, white- 
^Mrded patriarch of ibe Ameers, stood in their garden under 
the Bun, while t)ie others were in tents lined with silk and 
having all the comforts of their zenanas ! he would have 
perished bin for us. 

Who do yon think liss just interrupted me ? The 
sera fool ! Omram'e rival ! come to ask for employment. 
He is a very handsome old man, with milk-white hair and 
litard. and a set of perfect ivory teeth, very beautiful. His 
tiniJneBs was to abuse tlie Ameers ! 

" M. Genl. W. Napier, September 20th. — I suppose people 
»ill call me tlio Sinder. We keep quiet, and the villagers 
nen turn ont against the hill tribes : this spirit is of course 
nconraged. Since our cavalry cut two hundred plundurers 
ta pieces last month there have been no inroads! It was 
*sll done by McKenzie. There are stories that lie cut up 
"WW villagers who had turned out to repel the plunderers. 
1 *iu making the moat rigid inquiry; if it happened at nil 
It ou tiiime mistake, easily made though most distressing. 
Hut M far as yet appears there was no mistake. Our defeat 
*' Pooliigcc, and the killing of the grass-cutters, made the 
"'''bere and the frontier villagers think our hour was come, 
'W K short time would do the job; and this inroad was to 
ptumiiT AJi Mouriid's portion of the frontier previous to a 
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general attack on qs. Our villagero took arms to join tbe 
phiD<lGrer3, and when McKenzia charged sll wen lopethei. 

'■ The story goes, that these villagers threw down Ihdr 
3 on approaching our men : but McKenzie sste : ' I «w 
in t]]« luidst or ihi-u und not a man gave up liitt arms; 
died culling Rt my men, and behaved with the 
greatest courage.' Two hundred were slain. I have ordeiwJ 
Hunter to sift tliis matter to tho bottom. Thu mistake, if 
there was one, is a misfortune for which there is no ht^ip; 
but the flinging down of arms and no mercy shown must 
be cleared one way or the other, for I won't permit Boch 
work. If it happened it must have been in a part when 
Capt. McKenzie was not, for I believe be is a good mi 
honourable man. However, this fight has done good wha- 
iher villagere were killed or not : they were before in tho« 
parts, viz. the edge of the deaert, very insolent, and tried 
petty tricks to annoy the troops. Since the light all hu 
changed, the grass-cutters are guided, and villagers come iu 
with things for sale. 

" Amongst the hill tribes the Murrees have fought 
BhoogCees, got beaten and call on tbe Chnndibos fw I 
WuUee Cbandia being my subjeut asked leave, got It, i 
was beaten also. The lands of the Bboogtees, Bocirdees and 
Jackranecs lie together, and I shall offer them to tha 
Chondikas and Murreos, if with my aid tbey can drive 
those tribes away altogether. The Murrces are a superior 
people ; tho Cbuudikas an obedient people ; 
and Uhoai,'tet;H a bad set ; the Eujjueks are too far 
plunder uh but may be made allies through Uicir prince 
Khau of Klielat, fur he is shaking on his throne and 1 
to me for money. Thiii is our poHtiuoI table, but lim 4 
cannot be played until I go up ; wbicli will not he now, a 
troops can move from Sukknr to Shikarpuor until the 3 
dation subsides, Fever aJso has appeared iberg with j 
violence, and I will not risk myself or my staiF nniil | 
lutely ueeeasory : tills la not to my taste bat is i 
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? nchanatioD of this climate ie great. 1 loog to aleep, to 

lowii, to resi, and my spiriu flag sadly : some people 

'lot fiffbt ogtiinst lIjih luwncss at all. 

I hnvo tlie Daiac of being very forociouB, more so tban I 

-r\c S8 to civil gOTemment; but really tliingH bappen 

: lire euongb to drive one mad: only I never go mad. 

L;vaiiipl9. My collector here. Captain Preedy, forced the 

poor fisbcnnen to fish for pearls and they came to me, for 

ftlways I hold that door opun as n safety -valve. There 

uo no pearls at this season tbey said and we are only paid. 

for the number brought in : we get nothing, and our families 

BtsiTe when we could live by fishing for sharks.* Preedy 

tboDgbt this was a plot against bim, but I soon stopped his 

politicftl OJConomy. Here was a man laying a foundation 

for hatred and insurrection while thinking himself all right 

and wise. I was forced to tear his dignity to rngs before 

tlip canaille, hy telling the flsliermen to laugh at any 

collector, or any other aaht'h who attempted such control. 

1 am compelled to bo watchful to the last degree over such 

voU-meaniug oicn. Another collector has been at me to tax 

the importation of grain 1 All lor the ' landed interest.' So 

||I, but hating no debt, my opinion is tliat it is best to 

e oar grain too che^ for imporiers to thrive. Now for 

fejuly letter. 

I need not tell you I value a free press, and in India we 

[tbe want of it. I doubt SirCbarlea Metcalfe's judgment 

. this. 1 bold, that if gross falsehoods cannot be 

if all privale comfort and public authority are 

B outraged at the will of and for the interests of a 

iditor and his blackguard proprietors, it is not ireedom, 

fcboe press, but tyrunny. When driven lo despair one 

pnadi the life of a man tyrant, but not the lii'e of a 

t like a Uc^tious press. Despotism is fiu' preferable. 

t liw of the sharki there U enormoua. One cnsl on shore wm 
4 by Sir C. Sipier'a anion; il wu mom tliut slxlr ^t long, ud 
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Let ull I do and say be publislied, and if wrong abused ; but 
is every crime in the calendar to bo charged, and long- 
continued abuse follow ns if the crimeB had really been 
committed ? If these literary asaassiuB are not checked 
there is only an intolerable tyranny worse thaQ CaligulRV 
Then women suffer. People sny who cares 1 but if onei 
wife and daughters are insulted by ononymoaa villaiDs, u 
mine hare been, one does care. In short the press here Is 
a perfect tyranny. Three or four papers do take my pwi; 
but their being friendly doea not alter the ease : a tyraW 
may be your friend. All tljat we say or do bore, privnii^ 
or publicly, is assailed by anonymous writers, and people 
support those villains fmm fear. By the way. A Mr. 
publishes in the National, the report of n commil 
the House of Commons abusing Lord Auoklaod 
Ellenborough and myself grossly, and acquitting Oul 
How can a committee abuse me after the house has thaoked 
me ?"' — -This was the forged report alluded to before. Bnnj 
was of course a forged name. 

" My plan of defence for Scinde is founded on local 
difficulties, ns well as military advantages. The ba^agP 
animals of an Indian army could with difficulty be fed aniX 
watered. Alexander must have bad supplies wo know ddO 
of, and the whole country must have been highly culdraled^ 
If an army now moves aloug (he banks of the Indiis,«« 
immense ditches or nullahs bring it up every half mile^ 
eveu my small force could not get along nearer than eighcd 
or ten miles from the bojik : sometimes sixteen. Then^ 
the quantity of salt in the ground destroys water: there ar^ 
two wells near my huuse^one is salt tlie other sweet..' 
Heat, inundution, malaria and want of water, nil unite UCZ 
give a large army a bad chance in Scinde ; aud it is a djffi-' 
cult place to make war in even with a small ono. DecembeV 
is ever a doubtful month, but January, February, March ^ 
are good fur war; even in April I would not muoh few 
but May and June ore fatal. Be assured it required kU di» ' 
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{dock I could mnsier to decide upon attnckiug Sliere Mo- 
hnmed in June. Tbe Sepoys can benr tlie heat, but tlic 
EuropeniiB cnonot : a montli in tlie field would not leave 
B European officer in any native regiment. 

" Wlint you say is true, we must know our enemy before 
fiually fising a plan of defence. My plan is to sliew tliat 

Rode is the real trontier in oo ntradi a ti notion to tliat of the 
tern border of the great desert; and that it can be held 
fewer troops should aome great chief unite the Mussul- 
nuins of Asia against ns and bring down a horde. Your 
idf» of having prepared means for crossing tbe Indus at 
Hy dntbad has long occupied my thoughts, and I have had 
Hjel of Cffisar's bridge over the Rhine made under my 
k direction. Its advantage is this : if the river changes 
loarse tbe bridge ciui be taken up and placed elsewhere. 
f obstacles to any hut a Honting bridge are insupe- 
; we must u-ust to boats, build a fort as a //'fe ile 
at Kotree, opposite Hydrnbad ; it has fallen in 
I, andenuiued by the river tliough 200 yards from Lbe 
le day 1 00 yards went down on a stripe along tbe 
of perhaps a mile. I have defended the new one with 
1 and hurdles, but it end all witbiu it may disappear 
Old Indus is a devil whou he takes a freak iuto 
pbead, and there is nuibiug left but to float on his back. 
fttbere too he has us: a line of battle ship may be float- 

I in midstream at breakfast, and you may dine on tb<> 
le spot the same day on dry land ! I sent a steamer up 

tkkur with troops last week ; suddenly she was on dry 

I, «Dd Uiey arc now trying to cut a channel for Lbe water 

h we hope to direct against her bottom to sweep away 

Kdeposil. AW these things are great difficulties, but time 

II overcome lliem if men will but be patient and remember 
' Borne was not built in a day.' Tbey must work 

f or she will never he built at all; hut that won't 
J idlenees and nwiUing of boer are the great objecU of 
iiaa life A regiment has just arrived from Hydrabad 
roL, m. H 
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and requires seven Iiundred a.T»d sixty ciiuels for liaggigi; 
of nliich I venture to say four hundred carried the 'ngt- 
plKK ' as tliey call iliem, viz. beer and ctininpague I And ve 
call ourselves soldiers ! 

"Russia cannot attack IndiA nntil a man arises to leoJ 
her ; and if such a niiin dues arise in tlie present ago ha 
will probably prefer Egypt to Tartarj. At lensi I have 
talked myself into that theory; for though the route t) 
longer it is a far easier one, certain conditions being tirst 
fulfilled, viz, the seizure of Constantinople and Alexandni- 
Tlie retreat of Alexander was parallel to the sea line, and 
had he had the means and knowledge wliich Busaia hasnD<i> 
he would most likely have gone to India by sea, Aprtjpw 
to holding India. A writer in the Agra Uckbar haa very 
powerfully shewn that Lord Ellen bo rough's Somnauth gatet 
affair bas been most useful iu securing our power over Indta, 
and lias bad a very extended beneficial effect. He says every 
Maiiomedan in Indiii crowed over our destruction at Cabool; 
that everywhere their insolence had risen beyond the codItdI 
of the civil power and the Hindoos were likely to U 
crushed ; but the triumphant removal of the gat«s brougbt 
the Mahometans to their senses and restored equilibriuin 
between the two religions. So much for the ' i/ranii trrorl 
the ' horrible transaclion,' which made the iiitje hair (hat 
old Indians have, on what they call their heads, stunJ 
on end ! What is the first aut of the directore aS\et bii 
departure ? Laying upon three halfpence worth of salt nl 
Bombay, a tax of two shillings ! The people of tfiat prw 
deucy are furious, they cannot live; troops and steaniersart 
in requisition and a rebellion is apprehended" — ti sooo 
broke out. 

" Lord E. is not to be replaced. I suspect his gii)»f 
talent was smothered in England under official dotailB, Iju' 
when he got to India blazed forth. We are lucky lo Law 
Hardingo : had a feeble man tome India would bo so«ii 
convulsed As for acquiring the Ponjaub you may 1" 
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it Sppeiirs too far off; and we ought to put 

bad of interior princes, and establish one concen 

system for all our people before extending our 

ea interior princes get up a spirit of elauahip for 

■gainst us, but theireJnnsmen do not feel any real 

t to their tyrants. However it is no longer a 

choice ; we shall be forced to lake the Punjanb ; 

shall ' xhill^-thalli/' till millions of money 

led, or Mrike at once, God only knows. Doing it 

less expensive, but Hardinge should command 

Gough^B soldiers will fight him through, but 

find Chinese, nor have superior nunibera as at 

or. The Sikhs are brave troops, and there will 

fan mere fighting, it will be a campaign of mure 

*tUe. 

te Scinde quiet during that war will be a great 

I am trying hard to secure the f,'0(id-will of the 

make all the collectors and sub-collectors keep 

ill orders they issue, and records of abstracts of 

Siej write or receive: tbese I read and thus know 

on, and constantly find things to check. It is 

labotir, lidded \a ibe reading of all trials and all 

totjons of witnesses before trial to find whether 

sbould be tried by a military commission or not: 

i see where oppression goes on, and find plenty, 

>ljah but nntives. Kardars and policemen I smash 

Not long since a lieutenant of police levied 

I ft poor village ; the people remonstrated, be 

spokesman ; it came to my ears and he was sent 

to the centre of the village, where bis uniform 

id off and the two dozen lashes be bad inflicted 

;or wore repaid him in kind: he was then turned 

ither kardar of immense power and influence 

ed cheating; he is now working in chains, has 

fine, and lost his jagbire of eight thousand 

M) in authority, you ace, are milled very hard 
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by mp, but it is necessnry : and look at the result ; an Eng- 
lisIiiDim rides wLere he likes without an pscort. Our police 
are admirable ; a sharp discipline has made them as goti 
as possible, and they fight well. The vromen are all dfr 
lighted at our rnling ; they say they had do peace befon 
with the quarrels and wars of families, but now there i> > 
' bundibus,' a rule, and all is quiet. 

" My efforts are directed to get my engineer corps ei- 
larged for the arrangement of canals or nullahs. For ihe 
two great points, after covering ourselves from the sun, is W 
master the robbers and the river: the people will then turn 
their rich country to account for themselves and the re- 
venue. To get engineers is not easy. Thero is no expence 
spared to have abundance of civil servants with enormoae 
salaries in India ; but to have officers is less attended to, 
and there is a dearth of engineers for the works neoessarf lo 
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" The taxation here is loo high, though not higher than 
in India ; but too high, and it must he lowered. Tliis Hoif 
ever is a very delicate operation, for the taxes are so iU Inii 
on, that if you touch a bad oppressive tax before being 
prepared wiih a good one, you would ruin the revenne ew 
you were aware. The whole system must be revised : but llW 
cannot be done till we are fairly established. Matters mu* 
stand nearly as they are, except the relieving of the pW 
labouring ryot, from whom half the produce of his hvA 
is taken : my object is to bring it down to one-third : in- 
creasing comforts will then increase industry. At first 1 
thought a high tax would be a stimulus to greater exertioi>< 
and in some measure it is, but it must not overwhelm ! tli' 
labourers we first hired at high wages would not work, a**" 
wben checked went off. They have greatly improved ainC- 
and will even bear punishment rather than lose go**" 
wages : the more men get the more they want. As to w**" 
merce I have done nothing for it, let the devil take *■ "* "^ 
his own ; I am anxious to have the rroU well off; 
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I to build bouses and give up tliieving, Thoy havu 
D0<* bod 5Dcb a taate of liigb wages that it is not likely ilie 
Ameers could hold their ground if restored to-inorrow. 
Every slave has defied his master: freedom is a lesson 
quickly learned! 

"The surrounding tribes are 8 good deal fnghtened. Some 
ifaietes belonging to the Jam, or Prince of BeiJa, a cliicf 
of considerable power, had lately the insolence to miike an 
inroad and carry off plunder. >ry bill was made np against 
the Jam, tikking for items the word of the plundered ryots. 
The siitn was large, and AU vVcbar my moonsheo went in 
aa valteel with eighty of my Scinde horsemen as a guard. 
He demiiuded the amount under pain of my visiting the 
Jam In person, which would be more expensive to his liigh- 
ness : the money was paid, and Ali Aubar tells me the J;ini 
pawned his sword to obtain it. Ho said however the ryots 
charged too much, but that I was king and what tlie king 
did was good. He complained likewise, that one of our 
coromiesariat men bad defrauded him out of his taxes. On 
inquiry lliis proved irue, the man was arrested, the sum 
saftindod, and I sent the Jam a larger present than he had 

»lo me. Hitf account was then fairly made out, and ou 
rholc instead of losing he gained a trifle. 
WKli my horsemen I sent a huge grenadier officer, a 
wy clever fclluw, as my ambassador, witL one or two of his 
lilie in the train, aud my message was to this efTect. The 
''ui's iViendhhip was dcliglitfiil and freed me from sorrow 
'' I tliought it would have become necessary to plunder 
■'■ iln. which could only he a gi'eat vexation to me. Now, 
' 'ing heard he was at war with anotlier tribe, if his foes 
"i-wd otir land we would fall upon them. This was, under 
'''■') din-ction, tuld to him by Ali Acbar as a secret between 
'ii nod me, but told to him in confidence by AH as a 
■''■■lid, Ali believed it himself, for he had my orders lo 
'"tinnoiirtj the road as for guns. This Jam is the greatest 
''"l'>0(!h cliief iu tlie souili; my advice to the supreme 
"ivcnmient will be to purchase his port of Soonomeeivtuwi 
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tlie only one westward, hdJ where Binugglers, cliiefiy in 
opium, hurt Kurrncliee and tlie Jam also. He will I UubIi 
sell it with pleriBure, and we shall open a traffic with Centnl 
Asia without going through the Bolan pass: traders will 
then come down hy Khelal and the plains of Wudd, 01'! 
Lord I huw my foolish henil builds up cnstlcB in the nir, ii< 
if I was but roity years old and hiid no musters! instesdof 
being sixty-tlivee and tormented hy fnotiuus knaves. WtU, 
if « few good foundnlione can be laid the castles may conft 
and my memory not be cursed in Scindo. The people ml! 
then look hack on the battles as wholesome oltemtivcs wliiclj 
made them free, and comparatively rich, instead of misemble 
slaves with n pitiful existence from rnpine. I have befuro 
me spedmons of opium, cotton, indigo, and soda, all good, 
though the method of preparation is said to be wretcbfd, 
especially for indigo. Then our grain is very fine ; so is our 
eugar : the soil is a rich alluvial soil, but sadly abaniloncJ 
because of the thieves. 

" As to the Edinburgh Review article on Sciude, hero isa 
copy of what I wrote to Sir G. Arthur on the subject. 

" I had never heard of the Edinhiugh Review nelil 

your letter came. A more lying production I never read, or' 
more malicious one, For instance, they say, I settled ibil 
the turban was to go to the brother instead nf the son, bsA 
that the proper way was hy election. Now the writer kne* 
well that he was telling a falsehood; lie well knew dic 
question had been put to Outrara by the supreme govcTD" 
ment long before my time ; that Oiitram had witli care os^ 
diligence collected everjthing he could on ibe subject, ■O" 
reported to the supreme govemmeDt that Alt Moonid W* 
heir; thai the law and customs of the Ameors gave tlie ttx*' 
ban to the brother; that the supreme government approvioK 
of his report decided that the turban was to go lo ^^ 
Moorad, Tet these gentlemen coolly lay it at my door, ifc**" 
abuse me for it, knowing perfectly well that it was Oiitr** 
and Lord Auckland's doing, and that it was pcifM 
right. 
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"B-Nnpier, Seplember aStli. — The mornl efFcct of the 

great nteetiag has been uabiiiiDded. It lins clone more tljan 

ten tfaoasnnd additional troops. All the leftdera of tbe 

smiips of Meeoiiee and Dubba, nitli their snirmng wnrriors, 

cougregnled tbere from ell pnrts at t}ie mere word of the 

ner&l wlio had defeated them, doing homage voluntaril;-, 

1 confident in tbcir security : and all Central Asia looked 

villi UD inward feeling that no one of tbe courts of that 

s counti'y could do bo, or would be so trusted by its 

iplc My chiefs came treinbliug ; for many of them were 

tken by the audacity with which rumours were spread, and 

iliered by surrounding trites that my intent was lo 

massacre them "—these rumours were diligently promulgn ted 

niged hy the Bombay fnction. — "Then crossing 

» riror, with the concentration of troops, gave force to the 

: howsTcr, tlieir con6dcnee in my truth overpowered 

■r fears anil they met, They left me also in full con- 

I that each held secure possession of his property. 

I Ameers would iiot have dared to bold such an as- 

bbly. 

'•There were many other advantages also. Such as 
bg their allegiance openly ; for fearful of my vengeance 
Biy tint] never made salaam before. The Balanm is the 
oith of alk^ance, and to it they attach great imporlance; 
Wl (he grand point was the moral effect. Lord Ellen 
l>orotigb's genius seizes what most other men pass unob- 
'«rre(l : his war policy, as fools call it, has done more for 
I"-iM!o bore in two yuars than Lord Cornwallis's peace sys- 
ttm would have accomplished in twenty. Had Lord Ellen- 
liDrough bcN:u letl lu carry it through, a lasting peace would 
immboeD secun-d and a people's government commenced in 
IuLh. ilod Lord Auckland remitiued he would have made 
">di4 a slanghlerhouse, and he did make it a prey for 
IDbbtre. Tbe reason T am accused of loving war is very 
■ttple. TAe matt wlm leads an army cannot siircrrd, unhKX 
■it leluile mind is thrown into his work, any more than an 




acioi can vho does not /eel his part as if he te^re the « 
he represents. It is not aaying oomo and go tlmt wins 
battles ; you must make the men yon lead, come and go witli 
a will to their work of death. And this cnn only be dune by 
stirring them up, by making them believe that you glory and 
dehght yourself in your work. The man who either cannoi, 
or will not do this, but goes to war snivelling about virtoe 
and nnrighteousDess will be left on the field of battle to Bglit 
for himself." 

Let Napoleon's letters to his brother Joseph in the 
Spanish campaign of 1813 bo compared with this; tliej 
are twins ! 

" Therefore it is that my troops are by me made to beliere 
that I am longing for u Punjaiib war, wbiuli iu tnitb I 
dread. Utterly abhorring bloodshedding : but the soldier 
must not think so. Hence people say I love war, and so I 
do, ns a man loves gambling though losing: it is yery 
agreeable to command but it is not agreeable to fight « 
battle. If we have a Sikh war I suspect iliey will 6glit 
hard; they are very well armed, tolerably drilled, and IftTe 
lots of artillery. Hardinge says we shall easily tbraiih them, 
and he probably has good information from the wise men of 
the East. It is curiuns that Outram never saw the Duke uf 
Wellington at all. I do not know that he actually said be 
did, but be certainly gave it to be understood that he hod 
been much noticed by him. and received letters for Lord 
Eilenhorough and Sir H. Goiigli, desiring lliem to cmd 
him. 

" Henry Napier, Oct. I7th. — There is a row at Ba|j 
and they have sent for one of my regiments in uU I 
This is a fruit of having protected native princes within oof-^ 
Kjrritories, ns Sir H. Potlinger and Ontram wanted to hnvB 
done with the Ameers: that is, paying British troops for 
assisting tyrants to rob their people in a way they dare not 
attempt wiihout our protection ! This is tj-ue Indian work, 
and but for Lord Ellenborough the Ameers would u 
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been on Uieir thrones, grinding the Scindees and Hindoos. 
I'oor people ! and supported 1) j our soldiers ! " 

Thia was iho beginning of Uie troubles unticipiited by 
liiin in a previous letter: it would seem a stroke of Pro- 
iii'.'uce in rebuke. Outram and ibe Bombay faction bad 
1 -■■-'n Vociferously proclaiming that the people of Suindc 
were aniversaUy discontented ; tltat the assembly of chiefs 
was a farce ; that tliey sighed for their patriarchal princes, 
and were only kept from a general insurrection by the enor^ 
iiious force Sir C. Napier insisted on having under liim. It 
was fiaid also, and this was the real object, that if the 
.Vmeers could not be restored it was imperative to remove 
the ignorant soldier, to quash his military ruling and sub- 
etitulo that of tho "mild, gentlemanly civil gervaiits of 
Bomhay" who would instantly conciliate the justly -en raged 

Ile ! Such mildness as [ho Torture Commission has 
osed for example ! ! In the midst of this clamour, a 
-apread, long-sustained, and most dangerous insurrec- 
broke out in the Bombay presidency, and the "mild, 
lemanly civil servants" were compelled to draw troops 
convulsed Scinde to preserve their autliority at home ! 
Tlic Bombay government was a model of tyranny and mis- 

" The dirty petty warfare made on me since Lord Ellen- 
ferougli went is a matter of course, but I feel sure if 
*" come to open quarrel Hardinge will hear me through, 
'fo Las been staunch between me and Gough, or rather 
'"JUgh'a staff, for Gough himself is all right, only «panci>lled 
■":' his staff; they wanted to tie my legs too, but I kicked 
"-' pail over and spoiled the milking ! The Indian system 

for llie commander in chief to be yrand lamu, and do 

' 'tiling but sign tlt9 letters that his stafl' write. On the 

'■^tof August I paid into the Calcutta treasury a surplus 

^"^ueof MXiy-seven thousand pounds sterling ! So much 

' f" poor Sciude ! 

" M. GcnI. W. Napier, Oct. 31th.— AVc had a great dinner 

H a 
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for the 13th Begiment, anil I told them whut wns Imo; Uttt 
ffliilc they were fighting the Affghana at JellaJahaa, Dr. 
Buist and the proprietor of the Bombajf Tiiii« vere 
advising those Affghnns, not to fight hat to starre them 
into a surrender. On al! public occaaions I ihusjtilth into 
tlie Bombay Tinips, but never so much as last night whtu 
I justly attacked the proprietors. Kteiiniime T bnve mucli 
worry with Gough, who is however an honourable gooil 
fellow: and indeed I ha^e fought his battle more than my 
onn, for his Indian etaff wanted to put him in chains anJ 
lake my command out of my hands. It is a long stoiy, but 
Hardinge was staunch, nnd old Gough fair and h<>nest*.' 
the day: howevET, the safety of Beiude and of ihe wholf 
array were going to ruin, and if Gough had been my desnsi 
friend I must have acted as I did ; namely, writing to the 
supreme govemraent a declaration that I was no longiT 
respnnsible for the safety of Scinde. Ready, heart nnd 
hand, to execute Goiigh'a or any other measiin«, bu' 
positively refiising the responaihilily of measures whicli WK 
in my opinion ominous. Hardinge has put me in my riglii 
place again, hut much mischief has been done which cannot 
be undone. 

" Hardinge has of course a thousand delails to leaff 
which Lord Ellenborough had at his fingers' ends, at>^ 
knew a thousand times better than the civilian leeches wb* 
were around him ; he stepped on shore a giant in Inilf*'' 
affairs and was the master spirit. But during Ihe veof* 
Lord Ellenborough was studying India, at the Board ^^ 
Control, Hardinge was fighting and has now lu le»"* 
details, his labour is therefore ten times as grout in il»*' 
view. This enables all ihe curs to bark and yelp al !*■* 
and the world of little plagues opens in a wny to fnrt *** 
most patient. Here is one sample. They have at Boml>*3 
tried to make mo pay furiy pounds alerting for my brp*** 
fast and dinner, every day while I was on board a 8teai»J*' 
on the public service ! ! Having reftised, there wiH \ 
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world of lellent before this nttempt is repelled. I Lave not 
time for these bothers, nnd I much fear my friend Siv G. 
Arthur is not bo Bound aa I tiiouglit him. Since Lord 
Ellenborougti's departure roarks of a siuall spirit have 
appeared : he has once or twice hit at Lord ElleDborough, 
in B way which I have ao spumed that ill-feeling may be 
expected. The rest of the Bombay government detest Lord 
Ellonborongh, and are all in one clitjue with Outram : Wil- 
loaghby the secretary ia his bosom friend. I have sent an 
answer to Roostum's petition, which last PotiiDger baa 
tnJiea to the Queen! My answer went to Elleuborough and 
there wbb no time lo copy it for you. I defy and laugh at 
llitjse fellows." — This petition was a repetition of former 
^jjsetioods, and concocted at Bombay. 
^v" We don't Uke to call our battle Dubha, because the shins 
^Kjpwss in tliis country are called Dubbas. All tbo boys 
^W« horrified at the name, and McMurdo rode about, bleed- 
ing like a pig from his wound, after the battle, to find anothei 
villnge to call it after ; Lord Ellenborougb has settled it for 

tHjfdrabad. The natives here have it, that I am going 
tiie Cu tehee Hills against Beja, and expressions of faith 
Dgland, with presents, are coining in from all directions : 
from Herat and Candahar ! Also oilers from chiefii to 
join uie witli mounted followers iio. This fear or confidence 
iiuilulary, but it is not my intention to fill my camp with 
chips who would cut our throats on the least reverse. My 
"iMign at present ia to go up the right bank of the Indus, 
"' mber up the boaon of the river to look about me, taking 
''"! Suindo horsemen as a guard : the Moguls, or MoffuUae», 
** iliB peopio call tbem. 

"Journal, Outober 25th. — Our border hill neighbours 
"TO ImniptioUB, and must be guided by rough or smooth 
'"''ins, the last best; hut our villages and merchants must 
"0' W robbed and murdered by these fellows. The papers 
"y tliii Bombay insurgents are as yet masters in the Ma- 
iliktti tiountry. Bud Sir Thomas MoMaliou is gone to Bombay 
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from Poonah. How is this? Melliinks Sir G. Anhati 
dear civil government, which he tliinks so superior to ' i 
military goverameat,' meuuing mine, is put to its tratnps bj 
h few Arab insurgents ! So fur aa I can make oat this is i 
vile affair: these poor brave fellows are only Hlonding up 
against a tyrannical fellow and we help him! Myjounifj 
to tlie north cannot take place until I know what bnppens 
at Bombay. 

" October 27lh. — My barracks go on dreadfully slow, imil 
llio engineers' department fairly wear me out : some of th» 
officers are active, but the workmen will do nothing ; thnr 
idleness exceeds nil belief. One fact of ordinary oecurrence 
will suffice. When sick and sitting in my room at Xljdmbad. 
my attention wiis fixed on some workmen, employed to draw | 
bricks up a wall a little more than twenty feet high. Foul j 
men loaded little baskets, into which they put eight bricks 
and drew up one basket, roiud ! one basket in five miuulw j 
by rny watch : tlius eight men took five minutes to supplj 
eight bricks to the workmen above, whose operations were 
exactly conformable ! the idleness of both being dove-tailed 
and nicely fitted in by the putty of an interesting conversatioii. 
" November 3rd. — The Bombay troubles seem over and 
I may now go to Sukkur. Confound the luck that makes 
me a general and not a sovereign ! All the trouble, all llie 
thought of a sovereign, but responsible to fools instead of to 
God '. Oh ! that I could begin the world again with my pre- 
sent knowledge, he would be a clever ehap that could draw 
me from my plough. Well, such is our fate; he is weak in 
whom regret finds a port, Thero are two things necessary 
in this life: patience and perseverance. Some little of bolU. 
belong to me, and for ever could I go on if there was at»- 
object ; but there is not one, for the ruling of Scinde is DuC^ 
worth the exertion : all I do will be upset by fools nfVer me^ 
and the land will again be in misery. Were power vested ic»- 
me, a uivil government of its own people should be 
btished in Scinde, and in fifly years it would regenerate 
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Bple, if Dot squiishod by our guvenimeiit. However I 
HnJotu them as much as posiiible v.-iih justice and amour 
Bpre, this io time will do good." 

^Hbis long meditated journey tlirongh the western hills lo 
H Donh wit3 non undertaken : it was designed not only to 
H|mre the way for setltitig llie hill troubles by war or nego- 
^pioti, bat uisu to ascertain personally how bis civil go- 
^BmeDt bad been enforced in the wild country west of the 
Hhis. It was a journey churncteristic of the man, bearing 
■Baroiug sword in one hand and the scales of justice in 
Kother, and with strengib of heart to sustain both though 
Bp «i>b conflicting feelings. 

^P Jcuruu], Bazaar, November 13th. — I am two marches 
^bi Eurranhee, and now I need resolution ; fur Nowhut 
Hnn having been captured in his old trade of robbery must 
Bput to death. This is horrible work, and my wish is 
■ be clear of puhhc life altogetlier. Am I doing good 
^toeby ? God knows the life of tliis world is hateful to 
Hi and but for those in it with me should not be mine. A 
^pt and the desert, with little food and drink, is the life 
Hb which t was made. Let me to business, that is my ro- 

" Not. 1 5lh, Truck. — Letters informing me the directors 
niian to take Cuteh from under my command. Tbis is an- 
"iber fling at Lord Ellenborough. They say I must neces- 
5;vii]jliti entirely ignorantofCutch, and that the Rao cnn have 
»o coufideoce in me. My answer is, that I have placed 
'"looel Roberts there, who has spent twenty years in timt 
(onntry and was the personal friend of the Rau! But ar- 
^■uments are lost upon such fellows. As to the fact, it gives 
lip relief; the oorrespondcncd with Roberts was a heavy lax. 
"u my time. My only annoyance is lest they should oust 
iliilgidlnni and excellent officer from spite to mc; fur ijje 
''iisenft.s of the warfare against me at Bombay is indescri- 
t'sblii. In anawcr to the confidence the Rao is said lo have in 

'W Bombay government, I have referred them to the oonfi- 
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Beiiif oa tWamlillnmikotthelrUer-boofcof Jane 18i3, 
but k«T« s pafint ifeolbrtion of mj nmsom Caw writitig ibl 
dated SOdi Jane, «!uch, in des^e of ■]! I luve l)«ftrd la tie 
c onii w y. renain fr n c iecl y the same, uid id obedimM to 
TOOT order I make the Mlowiog renmifca on the letler at ibe 
UoDoonble Court of IHncian. 

" I*. Of Catch, its local bistoTT and its ctriJ goveinniest. 
I periups know little; but I know the tmUiea of MS, 
1619, and 16:)3, wbieb I imagine is enongb, as fiir as the 
Iiistorr of Caleb coocems us. I bad no visb to M» it 
attached bo Sciade, bat the contrary ; to do jastios to tie 
goTcmmeot of Scinde would be enoagb for a iar abler inn 
tbao I am. Consdons of m; deficienuit?, I tvas sorrv to baw 
any eooDectJon trith tbe civil guverameDt of Cutcfa; ooi 
tlie more so because I nas extremely ill at tlie tiiii«, aad l^ 
sense of duty alone prevent*^ my giving up ibe govunmieDt 
of Scinde, which I wns advised to do for a time by the 8^vr~ 
intending surgeon Dr. Gmy. I say iLls to abowr ibut Ij "" 
perfectly free from a desire to have any concern witfe 
government of Cutcb, to nitich I am obliged to ( 
more time than T can spare. 

" 2". Having stated my personal repugnance lo tbe a 
ation of Cutch to Scinde, I nevertbuless saw very clearly L 
wisdom of Lord Ellenboruugh'g conduct in this mVM 
because by ' its geograpliiciil position and features' Cut 
separated from the Bombay prcsidt^ncy and intimateljJ 
ncctcd with Scinde. The Runn of Cuidi U a 
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of dip Gulpb of Cuwh ; it connects tLat galph witli tlie Jcaert 
booDtlftry (if Scinile. Thna lliese throe slrong geographicaJ 
^fcitiirps isolAte Sci'nde and Culch, from Guzerat nud 
^^Bflift: Sciude and Cutcli nre in fact one province, as fai' 
^^Blheir geographical position is concerned. 
^^■^8°. As tothfirmoralposiiJOD, I hove to observe that if two 
neighbonring countries, under the goverumeDt of separnte 
princes nnd divided by marked natural features, are very 
ily connected by fortuitous circumstancesin the relations 
life, such connection is an nnomaly. I must lake leave to 
tbt the fact here ; for so far as my experience goes not 
corrOBpoD deuce relating to the connection between 
rb and Guzerat has had place ; but as to disputes much 
leoce of their hostile teelings, and the three treaties give 
lencv of tbis by providing against it, shewing that a boa- 
tile feeling exists in Ciitcb towards both the Gwicowar and 
Boinbny governments. However upon that point I would ad- 
a reference to Colonel Roberts, who. I beheve, is generally 
Itcd to have more looiil experience and more personal 
ledge of Guzerat and Cutoh, even to intimate kiiowleURc 
B inhabittinU individually, than any man in or otii of 
u He has lived twenty years of bis life in Culch, 
is the intimate friend of the Itao. 
Why the Huoourahle Court should suppose that the Rao 
mach confidence in the Scinde government aa in 
if Bombay I do not kuow. T shall be BUi"pri8ed indeed if 
ud any very friendly coimcciion between tlie two provinces 
of Cuiub nnd Guzerat; or any wish on the part of the Uao 
to return to his original connection with Bombay. Indeed 
I wn convinced that there is not, and that his highness baa 
tliofuIWt confidence in the Suinde government, because he 
l^M full confidence in his friend Colonel Roberts, who has 
**'*Itir«i bim with confidcJico in me — a confidence I have 
'^^tta nothing to forfeit. 

" 4°. Th&t some connection should exist between Cutcb 
""d Dombay is very natural. Scindu was hostile ; Bombay 
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was an ally; thai is, tlie Ameers of Scinde were hosu!<; w 
Cutch, but not tlie people of Scinde : on the conlrory ibej 
have innumerable bonds linking ihem with the people of 
Culch in private life ; bonds mcrcttulile, religious, and from 
marriage. This, among other ways of knowing, is seen by 
reading tlie trials of offenders, in some of which there appetira 
to he a complete and intimate connection in private hfe— 
not always I confess of a very honest nature 1 If nmihurv 
government has disadvantages, as it unquestionably has, il 
also has advimtagcs ; and amongst ibem is that the cliicr 
knows moat of what passes, and naturally acquires a gtvaia 
general knowledge of facts which are in cl^l government 
absorbed and lost in departments. Now I venture to bbJ 
that if the rooted hostility of the Ameers to Culch has not 
been able to separate tho people, and I assert that it bae 
not, the friendly intercourse now daily and rapidly increas- 
ing, will soon incorporate these two provinces in their ntonl 
relations as completely aa they are in their geographioiil 
position. 

" 5". There is also an administrative and therefore an im- 
poriant view to be taken of this subject. Since I have liaJ 
to do with Cutch, it bus come to my knowledgu ilmt the 
robbers of the desert tracts bordering the Runn are, many 
of them, Scindees who have defied equally the Ameers the 
Rao and the rulct of Guzerat: and yet each country be- 
came un asylum to llie pursued robber, for in each lie hn^ 
allies. These men I have by Lord El leu borough's iusljTic— - 
tiouH — bis lordship seems to have been quite master of Ui^i 
subject — endeavoured to conciliate. I employed Colom '* 
Roberts, who has long known these people well, and he h«^^ 
succeeded. Numbers had left the Delta of the Indus ancV 
settled in the Thurr or great desert as thieves, beoauss o^: 
the tyranny of the Ameers; these people have now retnmo*^ 
to the Delta and settled down as cultivators. Wlmt has tllS^ 
to do with Cutch being under the Bombay goTorumsDl •. 
ant deal in a country where barhariam has sc 
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" Tliestr will] tribes lough at the Bombny goverament. 
T3iey neither c!0Q6de in ita protection nor fear its anger. But 
the military governor of Scinde they do fear, because they 
well know he could, if they mere disohedient, he amougst 
them ill a moment ut the bead of an army I These people 
ore essealidlly soldiers ; they hold civil rulers in contempt, 
and a corpora] at Hydrahad would have more influence ihnn 
the governor- general himself at Bombay. I had proof of 
Those very robber chiefs all became submissive from 
day W(j won the battle of Hydrahad. Two days after 
battle I wrote to threaten extirpation if I heard of any 
pposilioD ; and from that time they have been quiet, and 
ome iif their chiefs, then resisting, surrendered. Before ihnt 
lime ihey laughed equally at the Gwicowar, the Ameers, aud 
govemmeni of Bombay. They ull know that Lieutenant- 
lloncl Roberts has great influence with the Rao and with 
i(i that I decide all references by the strictest justice 
so for as I am able. I have therefore reason to believe that 
the people of all that district, and of Cutch, and the Rao 
himself, liave full confidence in the Scindo government. 
Especially iis I have, once or twice, shewn the Rao that we 
considtr the paramount power to be so paramount only as 
rpfwda justice, and on other points are desirous to leave 
ttiu native princes independent: and iu fairness to the Rao 
'I muKt he said, he seems disposed to be Just in all ways, 
fliid to all people. 

" &*. A» far as regards administrative acts and references, 
'lie govenimcnt of Scinde is closer for cummunication than 
Ui«t of Bombay. 

I "7". On the subject of religion the Honourable Court 
™ Dirwitors does not seem very correctly informed. The 
"timW of Hindoos in every part of Scinde and especially 
"i iJin Delta is very great : the majority of the people are 
Uiudoo§, so far as I can ascortaiii. There is assuredly no 
lo a strict rt.'h(tiouship between Scinde and Cuteh on tbo 
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score of religion, the connection appears complete in this 
matter. Nearly nil our artificers are men of Cntch. wl" 
would not live id Scinde under tbe tyranny of llie Amms, 
but are now daily establishing tbemselves there. 

" 8". Now for tbe military view of tUis snbjeoL Id 
stating wliat appears to me the triitJi, I must premise, tb«l 
no wise man will in his political arrangements take forow- 
lain tbe peaceful ettite of a new conquest on wliicli lo bun 
his measures. I probably rejoice in the traoquillity of 
Scinde more than any other man, bcvauae I am in n great 
degree responsible for it, and no man bos more eoufidmw 
in its continuance ; but I am not blind to tbe fact that ac- 
cidents may break that pence. Wo have sboki-n liaitds nilli 
the Beloocbees, but vrith bloody /ninth .' There is scaitelj 
a family in tliis land that did not lose men in the Bnnguuiaij 
btitUes which were fought. These things are not forgoHen, 
though I believe they are forgivcm, because the Beluoeb 
glories in tbe death of relations who fall in battle. Boodes, 
I have given every Belooch chief all tbat ho possessed uudfl 
the Ameers. No chief has suffered in bis interests, mfiiT 
havegiuned; and the poor have gained enormously. -^ 
ancient chief said to me last May, as he grasped roy hnni 
after making siilaam. I come to make Balaam to you osntj 
chief, but I fought at Meeauee. Eighty of my own ftmij 
died in that battle, and now I am ready to die fighting by 
your side and under your flag! 

" Such are tbe military feelings of diese men. Biitwould 
not this old warrior in one moment draw tbe sword agiiiBSl 
us if be thought he bad a chance of victory 7 Ha i» ' 
faithful subject while it is convenient, nor can we expooU* 
otherwise for some years. To legislate or administa 
government on the basis of this obief's loyidty would] 
gross error : be bowed to me as a victor, and i 
returned to him all he before poasessed. Kcmova n 
let the operations of a civil government, or civil t 




WTfir.] KPOGH XT. PERIOD I.-^CIKD£. 163 

aSrnm Iiim, and he will take arms in au instant, but not 
again^t a general. I therefore repeat, that the present tran- 
qaillity of Scinde cannot be reckoned upon as foundation 
for tbe separation of the two provinces. I have given help 
to Bombay within the last month, but confess to doing so 
vith ixluctnnce ; not f]*om any doubt, having none, of being 
tble to hold Scindc with half my present force, but from 
f^r of tempting revolt and having blood to spill : for the 
Bombay Times is quite capable of telling the people of 
Scinde that I am compelled to send troops to Bombay, and 
that now is tlie time to rise upon their conquerors ; and this 
ought draw the hill tribes down upon us. 

"9^ Having thus rejected even confidence as to tran- 
quility, I will say, that the Delta is a district intersected by 
vater nullahs of all sizes, and is at certain seasons full of 
K^mpy jungles: there are also desert tracts of sand hills. 
The tribes inhabiting it, being thus protected, and having 
long had a retreat open to the great desert, or to Cutch, arc 
v^ wild and resolute, and a revolt there would be difficult 
to subdue. The state of the Delta must, tlierefore, for some 
^oe be a source of anxiety to the governor of Scinde. ]3ut 
if the force in Cutch be in good hands it would co-operate 
^th troops from Hydrabad Omercote and Kurrachee, and 
tlie rerolters attacked on all sides would lose tlie game. 
They know this, and that I can surround them. Take away 
^s power by putting Cutch under the Bombay government 
^^i a civil ser\'ant as political agent, and that frontier at 
once becomes morally weak ; for these people have no idea 
of the troops being under one person and the civil govern- 
me&t under another. These countries cannot be ruled by 
Ae mere official arrangements of a civil government. The 
nlers must be for some years military, and enter into frc- 
QueDt intercourse with the chiefs, forming the best judgment 
they can of the charuclor of those warlike chiefs and of the 
mode of dealing with them; and they form a tolerably 
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oorroct opinion of our chantctera. N&ture Euaiple, auJ 
militiiry iiuture, must be both studied io dealing with borim- 
riaos. Tliey will not submit to ibeoreticul arraiigemcnu 
made in tlie closet of non-military men, cros^ng their babiti 
and ofieuding tboir prejudices every bour of the day: to a 
soldier they readily bow in submission. 

10". Having aaid so much, lot mo add that I see dd 
other objections lo the restoring of Cutcli to Bombay. I 
did not try to get it separated, and shall rejoice in iis n- 
nunexatioD. I am accused of having been the CHOse of Mr. 
Lumsden's removal" — a iiolilical in Cutch. " Lord EUflii- 
borough will vouch that I was not. I never aougbt Mr. 
Lumsden's reinovd, except from the military command 
which he was incapable : that I treated Ms. Lumsden au- 
fairly is utterly false. I remember liiat ho was cousuni^ 
oijking for my Instructions, and I was uunble from mj, 
taut and isolated position to give him any, aud const 
told him so. The result was, that had a gutirilla war ' 
out in the Dtlta the force in Cutch would have 
less. And if the governor- general will call for my 
to the Bombay commander in chief, relative to the 
Cupiainit Davis and Blood, be will find there was a nam* 
escape from a great catastrophe at that period : this dnngu 
was produced by the political agent haviag the commnoJ' 
Had Captain Davis's detachment hueu destroyed we sbouli^ 
probably have had a protracted sunguinary warfare, if no' 
another general action in Scinde. 

"I am compelled thus to mix up private matter lo e^' 
plain why I wanted a military commander; but so far fro** 
being hostile to Mr. Lumsdeu 1 had and expressed gr^** 
respect for his zeal and activity, which were doubtless usoi"** 
and efficacious in bis own calliug, but very dungurons 
mine ! Nevertheless, while regretting that anything unpl 
aunt should give Mr, Lumsden annoyance, I see very clr»*^ 
the advantage of Lord Ellen borough's measure, atuii*' 
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Cntcb to Scinde : that master hand placed all things in a 
Bomid and stable position in India ! 

"11". Since Cutch has been nnder the government of 
Sdnde my confidence has been entire in Colonel Roberts, 
nd I am well convinced if war broke out Catch would give 
great assistance, which it did not during the last war; nor 
do I believe the political arrangements have suffered under 
the direction of the present able agent, but the contrary. 
I am very anxious that the East India directors should 
JQstiy estimate the ability and zeal of their excellent servant, 
lieoteDsnt-Colonel Boberts. Examine the results of the last 
year of Cutch administration, and compare them with any 
year of any other political agent under the Bombay govem- 
ineDt: tBen justice will be done to one of the most distin- 
goiahed men in the Indian army. 

* 12*. As to the ' History of Cutch ' I believe no man in 

^bay is more master of it than Colonel Boberts ; also, 

•w'M ali the circumstances of Cutch,* whatever they may 

**; but which I repeat are chiefly referable to our treaties. 

»Rth those everybody is as well acquainted as the Bombay 

pJTemment can be. Lieutenant-Colonel Boberts in my 

JodgmeDt knows much more of Cutch, ' its history * and 

iU peculiar circumstances,' than any government can 

*^ow, because his knowledge is the result of many years' 

Personal residence in Kutch. 

**13*. With regard to records: as Scinde and Bombay 
^loDg to one government, I am not aware of any advantage 
^lie information they may contain gives to one or the other 
^ocal government. They are mere deposits for rare and ac- 
^feital references on a few unimportant matters of detail. 
-Ab to my being ' necessarily and completely ignorant of 
^hit has been previously done, and of the peculiar cir- 
^^^f^mances of the country,' I will not dispute the very 
^ded opinion which the gentlemen who sign the letters 
'^^m to entertain of me, and which may be just : but I see 
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no reason for its being necessarily so ; because a litde 
energy and reading teacbes men wbat bas been done, aal 
informs tbem as to tbe peculiar existing circumstances, mi 
of wbat ougbt to be done. However I certainly agree to 
the propriety of no longer entrusting Cutcb to the ohuptt 
so unfit a man. But it is said that I am unfit ' eten iffef* 
ftctl^ informed ; and my incapacity for a long time k 
come J to acquire the confidence of the prince and people i» 
a degree comparable to that in which it is possessed hj tk 
government with which they hare been so long and inti- 
mately connected' To this I bave nothing also to objed 
I have nothing to boast of but my zeal for the serrice of 
my Queen and of the Company, and must leave this aseer- 
tion of confidence in the Bombay government uinanswerei* 
unless by the events of Eolapore and its neighbourhood'* — 
rebellion there raging — " which do not seem to prove that » 
long and intimate connection with the Bombay government 
is svnonvmous with * confidence.' 

" 14'\ It is my opinion that unless Cutcb is annexed to 
Soinde, the commander of the latter province ought not to 
have any control over the troops in Cutcb, for tbis simple 
ivason : in peace it is not necessary and adds to the separa- 
tion of the troops from the Bombay commander in chief; a 
s^'l^aration which is a great inconvenience, rendered neces- 
<(ary as far as Seinde is concerned, but not so as to the gar- 
rison of Bhooj. I conclude by repeating that the geo- 
graphical position of Seinde and Cutcb unites them in all 
n4ations of life, civil, religious, commercial and military; 
and that it naturally severs the Rao's country from Bombay, 
as regards its internal arrangements. That I am not aware 
whether his highness has any particular desire to be an- 
nexed to the Bombay government, but tliis point can be 
deoidtni by asking him. Finally I repeat that personally I 
am deliglited to have no further concern in the polidoal 
Illations with Cutoh. I rejoice to be released from labour; 



^ Ycwr.] 



BPOCH XV. PERIOD L— SCINDB. 



167 



Lt have nevertheless written what in my belief is true re« 
xding the annexation of Cutch to Bombay. 
** P.S. — It is curious that while encIosiDg this letter, an 
>plication came from several hundred people of Cutch, for 
ad in Scinde wherever I chose to give it them. They are 
lid to be expert cultivators and good industrious people, 
ad the deputy-collector tells me they are men of respec- 
ability." 
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The exploring; journey inttrrnpted by llie memoir on Cutcli 
is DOW to be resumed. 

" Heury Napier, November 1 7tb- — I ain as al.rong as Bed 
Rovor, and am going to settle Uie robber tribes, FitzgetalJ 
has caught one great chief. He was in a oainp sixty-E^e 
miles off, but Fitz in one nigbt reached him with the canwl 
corps at a moment wlion bis men were out plundering niiJ 
only forty with him. He fled with some others into a. \»I^e 
field of com. Fitz sent some jralicenien round and doaW 
into the field, where the police cut down the chief's son auJ 
nephew and look him ; I will hang him. This fiuisheaoos 
band of robbers and murderers of tlie poor ryols. Anolber 
great chief, who heads five hundred robbers, has dcVRstattd 
the west bank of the Indus for a year ; last month he plrni- 
dered a caravan from the Khorassan, carried off seventj-fivr 
loaded camels and slew six helpless camel men. ] otfd^ 
a thousand rupees for his head, and the famous old Beloocb 
chief, Wullee Chnadin, true to his king as he calls toe, 
brought him and another in prisoner. I think ti< 
make the right bank of the river as quiet as the left 
I must hang nil my prisoners and it is very painfoL 

" All the people are rtgoiciug nt the capture of these 
derous follows. A man placed as I am must hi 
his work, but it is very painful. May God make just n 
decisions, for my mind being once fixed I strike I IS M 
defence is permitted I am justified to kill these n 
struggling for life with an assusain ; this some tliinlcl 
trary to the Christian religion ; perlinps 
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^vernment must cease and ruffians rule, and Iiumiiu nn- 
lure cannot go this length. Hence, with a. heart free tVom 
all reeling but ihut of duty to society, I will put doivu 
the Scindiau robber in three inouLhs, unleas it be God's will 
iliBt I should fail. I labour indeed hard to do right : I 
could neglect my work oud gel more praise, but doing so 
6hould not see Sciude protiper; and even should it prosper 
mj conscience would be ill at ease : now I sleep well. Yet 
I please not the Court of Directors. They have taken Cuich 
from me to give to Ihe Bombay goveruuienC, which is a 
roltco one nud the present insurrecliun ia a proof of il .- by 
ftll nccoiints it is a gross and cruel affair on our part. 

" M, Genl. W. Napier. — I will answer jour questions about 
Dufabn, namely— Could you have menaced Dubba with your 
left, and pushed tlie cavalry of your right, sustaiued with 
K»n« guns and inianiry, jtowards the wood where you sus- 
pected the ambush; then passing the nullah with your 
I'ft and centre have driven the enemy in a confused heap 
upon Dubba, where your leil was holding ihem in check ? 
i'his is nearly what did happen, but by accident, though I 
ill first lliought of it, for Blenheim came into my mind 
-liere souielhing of the kind happeued. While examining 
the enemy's line I was under fire of gnus directed at my 
kigt staff, and one shot went close to my face aud into the 
betn of a 22ud grenadier. This did not help thought, 
tlxnigh it did not much disturb it; but what most annoyed 
iwum that the men were under a cannonade the moment 
** funned line, and il would not have done to go buck then. 
If), Qot for leu yards. Even a seeming hesitation would 
fJiivo been bad. All the houses of the village were loop- 
Wwi and perfectly conuealed in front, but were open to the 
"*<^r, and by a bold examination of iheii right this would 
''«>B been discovered ; an abler man would have doue so. 
'' *iu a fault that oost many lives, and would have given 
H^deep rogret bad it arisen from carelessness : but it wiih 
Ipdgr want of experience in command. 
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" Henoeforlh my care shall be to closely exMrnine an 
enemy's flanks. But had the doing this at Dubba obligBd 
mo to put off tho bnttlo for a day it would have been wrung 
to do HO, because the English high spirit would have been 
Wimkened. and the ISelooch spirit increased thereby; or. 
wliiit r very much feared, the Beloocheoa would liavo 
avoided a iight and thns delayed the conqtiest for a yea. 
if not longer. Ii is very hard to be a genoml. Some men 
grow escited in action. I do not, and at Dubba felt ean 
of auL'oess ; but I was hasty. Not suspccung there was a 
villagB, or that the Lion's right reached to Ihibba, 1 
attacked, hoping to turn him by rapidity of movemoM. 
doing wliftt appeared to me best at the moment, ll 
does not appear to me bi^st now ; but I hke to talk ii 
over with you, heoanse it impresses the various views gf a 
buttle on my mind and if we fight again I shall profit by 
our discussion : a hundred times during the day I wished 
you were there. 

" My time is now occupied in opposing all sorts of puttj 
attocks from Bombay and heiid-quftrters. Hordioge sup- 
ports me well, but those fellows do not fear him yet ; tliej 
trembled at the very name of Ellenborougb, and do so still. 
You will bdievo that I do not submit, but am hampered Iit 
the fear of adding to our friend Hardiuge's difficnlliea 
to make petty complaints is disgusting : hut my p 
changed. T am a hedge-hog fighting about noth 
ohhged to fight or he trampled upon, and allow I 
measures to ho assailed through me. The present il 
tion of the Mahrattas will show that Lonl Elicnbol 
hud so time to lose at Gwalior; and also how i 
Bombay people are to govern. By all accounts I 
people bave been driven into rebeUion, and the piq 
Sir G. Arthur has given full powore to Oatram lo s 
by bis magic name ! Had be been at J^leeanee th 
not by this time have allowed me to hove been Id t 
at all." 
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^Hilii* suppositioD was not extravagant. After the battlo 
Mtt Waicrlo", (lie editor of lliis biogrnphy liftppetieJ to enter 
tfie Duktf of Weiiiugtona operu-box in Paris, on Bome busi- 
ue93. The duko was sitting alone in an upper diirk comer 
of tbc box. tbc seiils in front being filled with liiati ion able 
]>ontl<)n men and wumen, nbo were \\'h\\ great volubility 
discussing the battle and naaigning idl tlio honours to the 
cavalry. The duke listened, laughed, and in a low voice 
' taid " I bave lold tht-m thai ilie British infantry won the 
tuuile, and all our battles, but it has been intimated to me 
[ k&uw nothing of the matter, and I expect soon to be 
I I WHS not tliere." To return to C. Napier who was 
r meditating a great project, namely the entire subjection 
l civilixiuiou of the Cutchee bill tribes. Carefully be 
r in thotigbt, for it was one of infinite difficulty; 
I 80 tlian the conquest of Seinde even, yet absolutely 
UT to render that conquest available for good govern- 
oaeDl. For these tribes were laying the frontier waste, 
bringing L'outempt on the Seindian government and likely 
. swell from bands to armies, and to produce a terrible 
Bui the strength of their rocky hills, their num- 
1 uid warlike habits presented sncli obstacles to their 
Ijeouon as were generally judged insurmountable: even 
t get at them a dcsart was to be passed, and they held 
11 th« wstcring places. At first be only aimed at licja 
Ihta, but by degrees tlie greater plan of operations took 

n in his mind and were finally executed. 
► "M. Genl, W. Napier. — As to my plan against Beja, 
} troops in the north shall assemble at Rojan, and the 
t of Klielat has promised to meet mo at Dadur, a 
!ng askvd for by mo under pretence of a conference on 
aflkirs. That place is only tun marches from 
"^aii. and instead of returning by Bugb, I shall strike off 
**> S«brM and Lheree, sweeping the hills, while the force 
rapidly upon Poolagee, Beja will 
B find ae on his rear beforo be suspects my intentions. 
I 2 
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Tbie seems simple, but ie in execution most difficult 
Troops must be movfd over n desert and llirougli mnuii- 
tains, witb much privniiyns, and my age disahk-s me aa to the 
peniionnl labour rcqiiirod to stimulate soldiers to cudurance: 
and wlien tliey lie down to steep I must writu. Prell» 
refreshments for an exhiiUEted mnn ! Som*? of ilic marcliM 
also are likely to be in snow, and cold is death to tlie pool 
Sepoy, while the lieal of tlie desert kills Europeans. Tli* 
passes also will be formidable, and if the Murreefl should 
turn out foes there will be many defiles to deal with. These 
Murrees are the men who defeated Clifabom and destrojied 
Clarke, and though success scorns to me certain, defeal 
would bo cijanlly so if want of cautiou gave those warlike 
men an advantage. One failure in such rugged pB»s» 
would he falnl; yet knowing my own caution I feel safe 
end if any accident happens to rae, Hnnler is aa good > 
mnn. In the Scinde campni^ it was difiRteni; then lilt 
common talk in camp wus, that they were gone if bum 
befell me. 

" 1 shall tnke foot artillery, being sure they are bert in 
moantains; they Jump off the gun iu an instant and on 
again, whereas tlio horse artillery have led horses (o mind 
while their riders are witb the guns: this where all at* fluD" 
horses and fight like devils is inconvenient; then nguD. 
more forage must be carried. If there are very bad past* 
the guns can be taken to pieces, hut the horses add ti) tin' 
delay, by as much as their number exceeds that of rv fool 
battery : this is n trifle, hut on such oceasions trifles wU 
heavily. Foot artillery nan move as quick ns horse artillafT- 
or any infantry, on a mountain road; the meu nlcraytiWtlK 
linlf the mareh, but the horseman never. It is one tliin? W 
jump off the limber and clnp shoulder to wheel; it ■* 
another to dismount and give your horse to a oomrade, I"* 
forward twenty or thirty yards to the gun, assist to pull ■' 
through a difficulty, and then with a great sabre and iff 
scabbard clanking nt your heels go back to remount ! N* 
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lounders for mo where OQly4-pouQders ai'e to be opposed. 

) Sepoy bos not muscular force for working 9-pounJei-s, 

f have iho little Arab horses weight for druwiug heavy 

guns. My pluD is to have light D-pouuders with a grent 

power of Jniught. 1 have fumished 125 horses to afoot 

butery; the Bomhay and Bengal regulntloDS allow but 

I wanled 135 but could only get 125: however tliis 

• OS well, to the great displeasure of the Bombay 

Miiaulerif Board.' 

f'l have not yet seen the Bengal artillery. I sent a 
Btbay battery to Sukkur somu months ago, and hear ila 
iDty Bad condition excited great admiration. The Bom* 
P troops are a perfectly diHerenC army, low caste, obedient 
tij, brave ; the Bengal Bramins, bmve enough I believe 
kfiu- from having good order; at least our Queen's officers, 
a h«ve seen both, speak of the Bombay being, except in 
; and stature, far superior. The Otli Bengal Cavalrv 
3 with me were admirable, so I am inchned to like the 
^lees ; but I know no other Bengal troops well. Tliey 
j gitwts, a European regiment beats them in breadth 
taps, but in height, hah ! The latter regiment in our 
trmy, Guards excepted, would average two iuches below a 
inll Deugnl regiment. The Bombay men are short. The 
Malimtta regiments even little, but active, hardy, daring 
.lisps, worthy of Sevagee himself, I am now getting some 
Diiiiiuiiun guns ready to put on camels or mules. It is 
nwytliiug in have u gun up, no matter if it carries but n 
l-ball ; it has a moral effect, and it is not common 
ie to apply rules for fighting a French force tu ligliung 
i AsiiMic one. I admit the superiority of a 9-pouDder, 
I >bowerH of grape and other advantages when a French 
be engaged, but here it is payiug too dear for 
b Khinle. As to myself I am conscious of having gained 
]| as to a battle : I cannot describe it, but feel myself a 
m, and able to nltempt, not more perhaps than 1 
'Ciloni), but with mure uuofideuco." 
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Tho a£tor of tUs voifc bnrd pndselv Ibe rame eenti- 
■iBt bnn ifae Doke <tf WeOiagtoa. Coovenin^ os i 
nifilvT qimdoo dw dnke Bwd. "I bare fbuglil nun 
hMtln sad bm ■eq aii ed m instmct abont tfaem which I 
enaat JwM rib e . tet I knov bnw to fig^t a batUo." ClinrtH 
N^MT tboB ooBthtaes — "Adalia love ■ positt»Q. Al 
IbeaiwB md Dabba ifaets wks no me»aa of maofBuvritig 
were aecTirB: bnl wliero t]» 
g ibnr flanks, my opinion la &a 
r be defeated by small cuia- 
Tk SiUs bare a powerful aititlerr, but if I bd 
I my efforts slinll be to malEe it atoTe nuder 
>, and I imagine it will be so slow tiiiit we mni 
force Ibeir infaDtrr to action vitbout fj^nns. This brings ni! 
to old GoDffa, who ^t <u mulled bj th« >fnlinill«s' gon^ 
at Gwalkr. He aod I qnarrel sadly : not pereoiinlly Im 
aboat the tnntinT. When it broke om I was ffoing to ms 
the ringleaders, to slioot t!i«m, and try Colonel ^^ose)T. being 
resolred to let no man esenpe, espc^iallv officers, who miglil 
be in fault. Soon I was interfered with. The lailiaii 
ndjutant-g^nerel was furious at my having llm inirafli" 
power of disbandiog regiments given to me by Lord F.II1.11- 
bomugh ; furious also that General Hunter had Iffi 
appointed by Lord E. to Scinde without his, the adjataiii- 
geDeral's, leave — be, a captain ! for ho is liButenrmt caionel 
only by virtue of hia office. The judge advocate genenl 
also interfered ; not liking me for a blowing-up I had 
him previously Moreover a Bengal staff jealousy 
for I am a Bombay general commanding Bengal 
this is Indian ! These things led them to push 
unwittingly to mischief. 

" The hill tribes are colkcting neflr Dadnr, ff^ 
tliat they are to meet the Khan of Ehelat. My opini* 
that they hope to find me there in an unprepared siato. 
mean to fail on me: my fnrce however shall be able to 
with all their tribes. Their recent defeat made me 
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bttt n native officer detached by McKeozie had 

I some poor cultivators, luid n atrict enquiry left it 

Nothing could be proved, so I thought the most 

\y to give a merciful tone to the troops whs to pat 

I that there was do reason to believe they had dia- 

hemsetves by killing inuoueiit men. My secret fear 

er that it did happen, but by mistake, which could 

i; for ibe villagere being armed tliere was not tlie 

erence between them and the robbers ia appearance. 

onihs ago four dragoons were left ibr dead iu those 

It recovered from their wounds; my poUco caught 

the assassins, and settrching for the other two it 

Kit that they had been killed amongst the ' innocent 

ors ' who had been alain by McKenzie's men ! This 

way of settling such matters, hut these border 

■ill BO linked together, and their acta so murderaus, 

lot rules of justice cannot be applied; the weak, 

9ted real ctiltivators would be driven away. 

1 Khan Doomkee, tlie principal offender, was I 

foully treated by Captain Postans : at least our 

say BO. The truth I know not: but that was long 

d he was only confined with honourable U'eatment 

bntbs in Bukkur. He afterwards entered inlo treaty, 

I in no way warranted to make ati luroad nud kill 

died grasB-cuitore, poor unofl'cnding people of Hin- 

Be is frighl«ned at my going up, and bis two 

nephews, lately went to Uunter to ask if Beja 

received to make salaam. My answer was. Give 

1 the necessary time to repass our frontier and 

caught, hang them as I will Beja when taken. He 

ilia said, devoted himself to Mahomet, dresses in 

od has divided his property, resolved to die a 

Bword in hand, I dare say he will find plenty who 

are him, but these fanatics are very dangerous ; if 

w llie least mercy they are upon ynu unawares. 

ton is one of those robbers that must be hunted 
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down ; and I feel very little disposed to treat the IJon munli 
betUr — he is tlie iusLigator of Uiese forays. My intent is to 
send bini word, that as n brave enemy lie is respected by me, 
but if he is fuimd amongst robbers and murderers he niDfit 
expect to be treated as they will be, 

" You will see. that though I have caught several moun- 
tain chiefs and am bearing heavily on the robber llie l»ll« 
is etitt ft very dangerous fellow, and roust he caulionsl; 
denlt with, especially in his own hills. Their trick, if they 
meditate war, will be to let me in between two passes and 
(hen ehut both : ihey have done iliia with large arauiea moir 
than once iu their history. These barbarian tricks are 
indeed stale, but not the less effeetnal if not prepared far. 
Tlio Emperor Acbar lost an army in this way ; bo did tlie 
Romans at TltrFiBimene. Four years ago poor Clarke <fii* 
thus entrapped in these very hills between Noofusk Utd 
Sartooff, and was there destroyed with all his men, save one. 
a cnmp follower : this man was allowed to carry the news to 
Major Brown, then himself shut up in Eohun and within 
sound of the firing. 

*' Doobah, Nov. 20th. — This was a dear day once. Thirty 
years have since passed, and now I know what life is aoJ 
that all is folly but death ! And then ? Well, whatever our 
trials are, 800 millions of human creatures have the same, 
and I am not a man to shrink from what fate ordains I 

" Nov, Slst, Guibee. — A good spot for a cnmp. Plenty 
of good water, which they say grows bad in December: bat 
non credo: it is full of fishes, and methinka Johnny FJsb 
would not thrive if his water grew bad. I tried to go up the 
mountains, hut, alas I a shortness of bre-alh has lately come 
upon me, and will he my death when the hour comes: well, 
everybody dies for want of breath, ao be it. 

"sand. — Still Guibee. Made two excursions: one to 
the Keerta range, the other t« Ahmed- Khan -KA-Touda. 
The youngsters shewed me the differenee between tliiriy anil 
sixty-three with a witness, going up the moiiQtain. Ofat 
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yoatli ! we know not what we are till age comee, and then 
(iKi late. Now, is il not loo bad of Dame Forlune to love 
me when I am loo old, having neglected me in youth ? 

" Pokmn, aard. — Good pince, fine WHter: but I am now 
drcidfd thnt onr sunalorium should be, not here but at Ma- 
uoore point, near Eurmehee, or at Clifton, where the cool 
aea breezes prevail from May till September. To eslahliah 
a sanatorium here would coat money which had belter he 
laid out at Manoura: moreover sick men require eheerful- 
Drt», and tlieee places are beyond the land of the living; and 
taineers at least could not he trusted. This country 
3 dead level so far as I have gone, that is, 
abiive a hundred miles. Running through it i\re parallel 
ridges or rather walls of st«ep rooky mountains, rising at 
on<!r from the dead le\'el : there are no valleys properly 
tpeokiug, but level plains from five to twenty miles broad, 
nod from twenty to oue hundred long. The rocky ridges rise 
ia aomo places one hundred feet, in others certainly three 
tlioasand [ and so strongly marked by strata, that more than 
iince I went out of my way to convince myself they were not 
mined walls. The intermediate jiloins are often gravelly 
1' ar the rocks, but the general character is a rich alluvial 
-nl. with plenty of brushwood itnd low stunted trees, chiefly 
ill'.' huliul, benr tree, peelu and tamarisk: there are many 
uiber sorts unknown tonie,hut all stunted. There is also grass, 
seme officcrssnwdeer.and probably there are hogs, partridges 
ia ' qvaiitita,' as ihs man siud to tlie pope, 

" I «tn now more than ever satisfied of the immense 

ix-wurues of this great country, and were I a king twenty- 

_ £v<i years old, and to live to my present ago, it should he 

BSBtd* D paradise and the treasury of the world. I would 

^H^**'u the Indus move Uke a child in a go-cart; every canal 

^ ■iiOBld have clean hanks with edges of cut stone; iliere 

xhuntil not be n marsh not & swamp in the whole land. The 

ItoQKs should ho high, with thick walls and enormous 

t*"'»iidftUB, I would defy iho sun by the style of building; 
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and when? no waler now is it should be made by dnmmini;' 
Then such railroads ! Tliere arc none such as conid be 
made in this panuake country; u few bridges wuii Id W bH 
the expence. When I any it is a dead lew] it is spealnii;; 
literally, having travelled eleven daj's wiihotit oncp hflring 
need to level ihe floor of my tent. We conld have plajrd 
cricket on every yard, save where cut by n wnterconrse: 
this is very curious. By the lime I reach Snlcknr Scimlr 
will be bDonn to me as well as to most men ; and liy lie 
time I get back better than to most rapn. 

"24th.— Halted at Pokrun. Here we found the SdnJf 
horse encamped. I have attached two light 3-ponndeTS W 
this regiment, and now reckon on it as n powerflil uiB. 
Jacob, its commandant, is an officer nearly spoiled by lifil^ 
with the pohticals, who all imagine themselves gennA 
Oatram at their head, and God knows he is far ennugi 
from that, having neither natural nhillty nor acquired kno*- 
ledge. When I called him Bayard I knew little of V 
and took the hltle on report. I have since leH 
secret of his popularity: he lived extnivngnntly, and i 
that in India is to he ' a capital feltoic' Fill ( 
with beer and you are ' a fine hogpilable fellow 
debt thereby, and you are ' tiobody's enemy but yoe 
In fine, live for the enjoyment of liquor, ask oth* 
drink with you, and you are a Phtpnix. 

" Outram boasts Chat he held high political employmflit! 
for twenty years, and was poorer than when ho hrpo' 
Why? because he lived extravagantly! I have bera oniT 
three years in India, with higher rank but not muob lliglier 
pay, and I have Bavcd largely, doing nothing ahabby IbOJie 
and certainly nothing disgraceful, I have not pliindcrwl* 
and have not token a present, though ofI5>red llionsnnda. ■■ 
could, had I done as many did that could he raeniionod, «i^ 
that all the world do mention, have put many largo sums i* 
my pocket by my conquest of Scinde : and cotild still tani ' 
pretty penny in Lord Olive's way, having all the afrang* 
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meats as to lorritories in my bauds : tlml is, with Ali Moorad ; 
with the Nnwnb of Bliawnlpoor; with llie Rnjnh of Jessulmere, 
ttnd the Ktittn of Klieint : a gentle liiut to my moonshee that 
a diamond is a nicer thing liinn a horse and so Ibrtli, would 
produce fniit, and the public be none the wiser. Nothing is 
&o easy ns tor a man in my high position to cheat if lie is R 
rascal. 

" Louisa tells me we are not to have the prize money, 
and she is very angry : I am not. Well, reluming to 
Outrnni : liis secret was to treat, and at Bombay he has 
Leon puffed off to make Sir G. Arilmr give him a place, 
-n" George is, I clearly see now, a too! in the bands of 
liie pTiffi^rs, a willing one I fear. The first thing that 
-^borpened my eyes about bim was, that when all hands 
were raised against Lord Ellenborough, after Meoiinee and 
Dubbn, he advised me to make it clear to the world thnt 
r only did liia lordship's bidding like a good soldier : wise 
and prudent Sir George! Sir George 1 I watched you 
then ! You gave me good and thorough support in the 
war, and I acknowledged it fully, thinking it voluntary : 
bat since Lord Ellenborough left India ! Well I will see 
more of ynu before condemning ; for if you are indeed a 
trac man you are a trmnp, and even if only a tool of others 
' not a bad man, and this is the tendency of my belief. Ve- 
dremo. 

" November asth, Mullaree. — After passing Pokrun the 
character of the country changes ; bills and rocky valleys 
saccecd tlie dead level ; the ridges of rooks close on each 
Other, the country is wild, and the tops of tbe mountains 
I castles in ruins. Tbo strata take tbe most strange 
as, some are burizoutal some perpendicular, and some 

Rular or rather oval, and the mountiuns no longer spring 

1 a levol. What bos caused tliis circular stratiflca- 

i in the midst of horizontal strata ? We are encamped 

t' Btony gronnd covered with petrified wood. Tbe 

ttf tlieie is a mine of alum here. We have no 
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savona, are all benighted Tellows, real sons of llie e«m\, 
yet unable to traco wbere the iron lies of wbJuh our swords 
are made '. 

" November aOtb.^Slill Muliaree. Sent some of tlie 
boya to look for a fcirt, said to be in the Ticinity. Thej 
had a difficult march of five hoars over rocks. McMariiu 
doHcribea it thus — 'a series of fortified bills connect^ ht 
lines redoubts and round towers, perbnpg fifWn milffl in 
circiimfercnoe and all built of stone and mortar.' The bills 
are called the Rennie range, parallel to the Kundoor nnge. 
Tiiis fortified position I will visit on my return, for ) can- 
not lose two days now, fearing things may go wrong in llie 
north. Yet I do not want to get there before tbe frva 
ceases, for if I catch it my plans will fail and my job in 
tbe bills become « very ticklish one indeed : hesitation, ot 
want of caution, or any mistake, will involve our ruin, lasit 
repulse io these nioiinlains is generally the forerunner of « 
massacre. The government of Scinde is indeed a tw' 
among rocks which experience has shewn to me. and il 
will not do to change tbe steersman till we get throupli 
ibem. No man will give me credit for this Iramjuillily nf 
Scinde, but I feel an inward pride in it beyond all tlie 
pride of victory. 

" His sister.— My march is a picturesque one. At this 
moment, behind me is my Mogul guard, some two hundred 
cavalry, with their splendid Asiatic dress and the bdu'e 
horizontal rays glancing with coruscntions of light (long 
their bright sword blades. Behind them are three linndrdi 
infantry, the old bronzad soldiers of the 13ih Regiment, ill* 
defenders of Jellalabad, veterans of battle : so are ihf 
Afoguls, for they charged at Kfeeanee and Hydnitid. 
where their scarlet turbans were seen sweeping thrwigl^ 
tbe smoke end by rbeit colour seeming to announcn tlw 
bloody work they were at ! These stem sunburnt men «ro 
therefore all tried warriors, and trusting to them I <*" 
threading theEO hills, fearless of attack ibongh swi 
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I robber tribes. On those picturesque liorsemen tbe 
s«n is gk-ftming, wbile the Lukkee bills are oBsiing their 
long alindes, and tile KeerLs range reflecta from its iTowning 
rockit tlie broad bcautirul lights. Belon me axe hundreds 
iif loaded camels with guards and drivers, nido grotesque 
people, all slowly winding amongst the hills. Soon a small 
camp will be seen in the jungle : my flag will then be 
mised, the long miLTching army will break and spread in 
succeflsion, and then write ! writ>> ! write I Such is royal 
life here, for it is grand and kingly to ride through the 
land tbiit we have eonquered. with (he men who fought ! 
Yet what is it oil ? Were 1 a real king there would be 
something in it— but a mere copprr citptain ! 

" Jonmul. Chorla, November 27tb. — Left the camp of 
pctrifttciious and marched through a conntry of rocks bills 
and valleys, apparently the result of some terrible convulsion 
of naltire. Never did I see a wilder country. The rond 
for the most part very bad, over boulders. Once 1 saw the 
low range of small dark hills which we passed for three or 
four days, running as they do along the fool of the large 
hills like a fringe. They are not above fifteen feet high, 
mill are of a stone so like a cinder that I should have taken 
them fur cinders anywhere else. 

" Peer Arec, November 2!^tb, — Here Colonel Roberts de- 
flated and look prisoner Sba Mohnmed, the Lion's brother, 
jnJune 1S43. Boherts heard that he was at Peer Arce and 
instantly surprized him, losing scarcely a man, He then 
croMMtd ihe river and menaced the Lion from the north, which 
steadied Ali Moorad, who was shut up in Sukkorrunda and 
from pnro fear inclined to join the Lion. He well knew, 
and so ilid \, that a general rising was in contemplation the 
moment 1 marched in person from Hydrabad, and he, and all 
the Beloocbees, ibought fortune was forsaking me; be also 
lim infernal crew of Patans, who would have taken any 
I on tho loss of a halfpenny. Poor Ah ! there he stood 
1 of me. iifraid of the Lion, afraid of his own ruffioos: 
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at once shivering nnd sweBling. Roberta had ordeTs Son 
me, if those Patuos were obstreperous lo pot them to ths 
Bword, for the time w«s very cnticftl and the fate of SciuJe 
not to be endangered hy such Affghan robbers. Better 
that five or six bniidred of thorn should be bnyonetted limn 
lose two or three (bousnnd good soldiers by n guerilla wU. 
This is war — I do not like war, hut being ia war I fixmj 
eye on success and stop at nothing to fttiaiu what is honnur* 
able and just in wrir. I see no way of governing victon 
hut by decision, or indeed governing anything. 

" It is very hard to be decided. People liilk of it m3 
pretend to he so, but they are not; they want to ba TffJ 
sure, very just, very good, very right, and tile lime is gune 
by before they mate up their rainda. Ob ! it ia a very Hi- 
ficult tiling to ho decided, and to he so you must run grwt 
rieks. When I resolved thus to massacre the Pntans, oU tlio 
horror of it was vivid, and nil that good people would bbj, 
and think of mo also, I knew also what my own feelings 
■would he ; but likewise I knew, if these men were to swagger 
and dictate another battle or two would be. required for the 
conquest; that if my operations failed my army would be 
lost, and perhaps a general war all over India arise. And 
for what ? To save the lives of an atrocious set of cut- 
throats ! All this passed through my mind like a flash of 
hghtning, and bud tbose Pntans played any of their tricks 
their hves were gone ! The fight at Peer Aree di?cided the 
Lion's fate, and the Patans became lamhs ! Many of them 
are now in my police, very nien, well-behaved, houoiinihle 
cut-throats; Dugald Dalgetty himself would he proud of 
them : five hundred handsome fellows, well mounted and 
ready to cut their fathers' throats if I ordered them. Some 
of them did good work lutely under McEcnzie against the 
hill robbers, tbeir own kith and kin, and sparing was not^U^ 
order of the day I fear. ^^H 

" In these hills sentiment is reduced to fate^ mrbid^^l 
greatly addicted to calculation. There is my fath^, In^^H 



piTcflr,] EPOCH XV. PERIOD IL-S(JINDE. 183 

g of rupees and no one sees us. I have a knife, lie has 
r«ai, it is my fate. Tliis is Patao reasoning. Such 
a must mit be played with iu war, NowLnt Klmn thouglit 
V nod fate were a mntfli for me : he Ims robbed and niur- 
dereil for years and I told him he had better leave off; he 
would not list«D, tried fate, ie in my hands and will iu a few 
dajr» be banged. He was right lo trust to fate, but not to 
pnt?oIte ber ; they ore widely different things : I trust fate, 
but do not def\' her, beiTlg loo much afraid of her! 

"To-morrow [shall reach Sehwan, where Alexander built 
his tower, and I shall stand where he stood, as indeed I have 
before, but not on the known spot. Vanity ! all is vanity ! 
said Solomon and I have never doubted it: and have so 
Utile tliat if I could at once undo my battles and destroy all 
knowledge of my name this minute it nould be done : but 
having etndied war and mischief all my life, tlie Move of 
trade' is in me, and I am not indifferent to success. Who- 
cver has power is bound to do good, and if I have done evil 
OoJ forgive me. He knows my best was done for what 
appeared to me right, and lime will clear my name from the 
aspersions of unprincipled men like Lord Uowick, who 
fiinded he could gain applause by atlaoking me, however un- 
justly. And then those vorlets Funblanque and Eastwick. 
jLi> t<)o bad to be frying here, and doing what these fellows 
^■U not do, and suffer their abuse besides. 
^B Sehwan, 29th. — Rode to the top of Alexander's lower, 
^fr do not believe he built it. It has circular arches of 
lirick and the Greeks used the fiat binding: the learned 
doubt if they knew of the circular segment in architecture. 
B is however nn enormous mass of brick ; nothing ever 
b my eyes before like it, so vast is the apparent solid 
J there are remuns of towers on it also. To-morrow u 
e examination if well, but there is fever in my blood. 
lom oomplain, perhaps only when most people would 
D bed. It is better that life should go sliding away and 
b ft sadden drop ; but while it lasts let mu be in hamesa 
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nnd (lie witli niy Bword hj my side like a geDtlemAn : 
victoi^' so besl. The people here come from nfar and sqnat 
down fifty ytirds from my tent to see ttieir " king.' Is this 
mere curiosity, or do tliey really think I protect tliera? 
They eay yes, and I work hard to make it true, Wheliicr] 
succeed is known to tbe good God and the Evil Spirit whosw 
struggle produces our faie. It is said Ood aflliclfi us to 
prove us! Strange theory 1 I believe in his endeavonrsW 
save lis from the devil, nnd that in death we shall belong W 
the power we best serve. Id this life tbe evil genius h«5 
power over us, he clothes ub with flesh and fleshly appelites; 
the mind siniggles, and if, with the good God's help it cca^ 
trola the body we are safe, and the body perishes: i£J^ 
hell has us, and knows what to do with iis own. 

" 30th.— Still at Sehwau, having hailed to find out 
The poor people came lo me with earnest prayers; 
never come without eanse, but are snuh liars and so 
explaining, that were their language understood by 
would bo hard to reach facts. Yet knowing well that at the 
bottom there is gospel ; that no set of poor wretches ever 
complain without a foundation, here will I stay till the trulb 
comes out and rehef he given. On all these oecasionsmj 
plan is a most unjust one. For against all evidence 1 decidn 
in favour of the poor : and argue against the argnnient of 
the government people so long as I can. When home 
down by proofs ' trrefrai/alle' like Alesander I cut llie 
knot, and give an atrocious verdict against the 
proofx.' My formula is this, Tuuish the goreranii 
vants first, and enquire ahuut the right and (wrong 
there is lime! This is the way to prevent tyratin] 
make the people hajipy, and render public servants h^ 
The lattorknow they have ' no chance of justice ' if 
comphiined against, and consequently take good care to 
the poor. If the complaint is thot they cheat govei 
oh ! that is another question ; then they have fioir trii 
leniency: we are all weak when temptauon is strong. 
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" Your ' doctrinaire." who is incapable of ruling men, 
y grave when Ihe poor complain : even mnj 
He bol<1s iJie scales willi the dignily of Minerva herself; he 
puis all the arguments of one siile — the lies of which he 
nnnni perceive, but which nevertheless exist, into one 
'. und all the blundering falsehoods of ignorant suffering 
other. But he loaves out human nature, lie leaves 
t the gross ignorance of the sufferers whose agonies break 
down vulgar power of compression and expression, and, 
combined with terror of the great, drive them to desperation 
almost convulsive in their efforts for redress. Their strug- 
H^ing ignontnre being met by the self- possession of power 
^nild edflcation, and practice, and habits of Intercourse with 
^^Mperiors, has no ability to unravel the tangle presented and 
^BUm to thitt resource of the weak, falsehood. Then your 
^BlKtrinaire condemns them. Well, doctrinaires have not 
Noting yet in Rclndo, tliere are no whig poor-laws here. 
Oh.' it is glorious thus to crush Scindian whigism ! and 
ihin'l I grind them till my heart dances. The poor fisher- 
men who are now making their lying howls of complaint at 
ilio door of my tent are right, though I can't yet find the 
irath in the midst of their falsehoods. 

" December and. — Still Sehwnn. I am by degrees coming 
III the truth about the fishermen of the great lake Munchtir, 
"Icich is between this place and the mountains. 

"December 3rd.— Marched this morning, having pene- 

''Wed the mystery. Formerly flshermen, and all people 

'"iiig on tho banks of the lake, paid a capitation tax for 

'"^nce to fish : this tax amounted to 8500 rupees. Four 

.'■BftTs ago Nusseer Ehsn, being here, found that the fish 

"**& Dbundant, and wild fowl also. The villain directly 

'w»i. Your cnpitntion tux is not enough, I will farm the 

**, and he did so, allowing the euntractor three fish out 

''^ ETwy twelve caught. The people were diseontented, hut 

■"O oouM speak agoinnt an Ameer ? Bah .' Well, Scinde 

^f^Mtoe oars, and I ordered everything to remain in statu 
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(]uo, except tlie tnmsit duties irnil slavery. My coUeflUm I 
went fnrtl), and five thousand rupees were bid for the foti 
contract on the liike. Tliia yeiir the contrtictor offerwl WD 
thousand, if the collector would allow liim two fiah oulof 
every five taken ; hut lie also inkea two out of five wild Innl* 
tilled. Now three fish out of twelve is aS per cent., and Mr. 
collector, Ctjptain Preedy, has without my knowledjie m«i 
it to4U per cent, on the very poorest clas? of the population; 
and he Las levied it on men already charged with the capi- 
lotion tax for right to fiah at all. Captain Pretdy is M 
amiable man. and so religious be would not cough on a Snn- 
day for fear of tlie devil, yet from sfaoer iguonmce ins 
done a de-ed of such cruelty here as is enougli to ruse ui 
iusurrection." 

Here a cross note, written long after, says in very strong 
terms, that Captain Proedy did not err from iguoraDCi.>. 

" This discovery of oppression is alone sufbuient to rep»y 
the trouble of mv journt^y. How bard it is to govern wid 
be just ! Not one bit of this tyranny and folly could I get 
at the root of at first ; nor should I at laut, hut for my filed 
resolve to be unjust to goverament servants in the first 
instonco. The poor people trembled at making a conjplnint, 
but finding I took part against the public servauta plucked 
up courage, and by ibo help of Gftptain Lavie I got at llw 
tnilb : henceforth the people shall give only tliree fish out at 
every hundred, instead of every five. They also lived on the 
lotus plant which grows on the lake, and two out of fivo 
were tliere again taken : the poor creatures dared notplack i 
weed to eat without being taxed ! This I Uave aboliahsd 
altogether. These taxes would, they say, have produced 
100,000 rupees yearly, but also would probably have call^ 
for two thousand more troops, and now 1 shall want twu 
tltousand less : thus my financial operation makes a dif* 
ference of four thousand, besides rendering the ptHipl^ 
happy and adding to the renown of England. I sludl hCT'^ 
a. fight to do all this, but the only way is to refuse to *> 
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/« rtnaoti (iNff common seniic,' Were I to do so the moon 
«ould be a cheese, fresh from Parmegiano. A man must use 
lis own n.ason, not other people's : if he does not he is 
anfit to rule. Oh the doctiinaires ! and political oecono- 
mistsl Well did Napoleon say they would ruin the most 
Hooiishing kingdom in ten years ! We are now come to 
where the villages have walls and towers of mud, heing 
dose to the hills wliere the Lootoos dwell. Loot means to 
lob, and these hills are full of Lootoos, hut I will tame 
tkem. My hope is that when I leave the country the poor 
raltirutor will be at peace and reap the fruit of his labour 
despite of Lootoos and Captain Preedy, who is a good- 
MtUKii mischievous pavior of hell as one could wish to see. 
"December 4th, Sha Hussan. — On Lake Munchur, 
skiniug the Hala range. Strong rocky grand, fertile val- 
leys, sleep and goats many. A great deal of cultivation, 
wild fowl innumerable. The villages numerous, large and 
Unified: we have left the howling wilderness. I feel very 
inivell and know not what ails me ; my spirits flag in an 
Dnwonted manner : perhaps my end is near. Well, my ruco 
luis bec'O fairly run and death can be met. 

"5tli, Sheenie. — T discover new villanics every day. There 
ISA poll-tax on Hindoos and Scindees, none on Beloochecs. 
This must be removed, but cautiously ; for the Beloochees 
^ so close to the mountains Uiat I dai'e not take them 
^aghly by the neck as my desire is : everything must give 
'Way to the preservation of peace. A privileged class cannot 
l« permitted ; but if a country is to be made the seat of war 
^removing the privileges, it is better to await a more con- 
sent time when my hand will be stronger : that is, after 
^tling with the hill robbers. These I ^ill press with all 
^^ power of civilization, and if instead of submission they 
^ fight, I tliink to give them a lesson of war that they 
^ not recover before Sciude is so far advanced as not to 
f* them. 
** December 6th, Joree. — Discovered that slavery is still 
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carried on here to a great extent. AH sorts of atrocitici m 
going on in Captain Preedy'e district. I must send a krad 
into this district. 

" Decembor 8th, Dreig. — My apirita are had. ThiDp 
do not please me, strange events occur of a dark nature: 
men receive warnings. I wont back to my liuine the 
I2Lh of November when one mnrcb from Kurrachee, at die 
beginning of thia journey ; my horse fell and how I e»ca|wd 
it) strange, for he rolled over me. I ne%-er quilted the saddlf, 
and one foot was fast in the stirrup, yet I got free becnuse 
my boot came off. Red Rover stood aiill. but he, mj fa- 
vourite horso,/p«/ Again I went to see the Sir C. J^'apifr 
s/etimer, I fell down the hold, and that from the cabin, where 
I thought I was safe! These things affect me. j\m I to 
fail or fall in the raid against the robbers ? If to fall »«11, 
of that I am not afraid: but am I to fail? 

" December Sth, Thubroe.— Mr. Howell, the man «lio 
commanded the Ameers' artillery at Hydrahad and Meeanrt 
against us, has been set free. My best has been don« lo 
effect this, fur his story is douhileas true, namely, ihiii 
matchlocks were placed to his head to force btm to act : he 
has been two years a prisoner. When taken his condnci 
pleased me. To give him an opportunity of escaping I seiA. 
You are it is undcratood an American and free lo go, 
lliongh I might keep you as a prisoner of war. General I 
will not deny my couiiiry, I am an Englishman. Than yoit 
are a traitor and I must hang you. I hope not general. I 
am no traiior. Eight matchlocks were put to my head, I 
hope you will not put me to death, I acted against my will 
but I will not deny my country to save my life, 
Howell I will not hang you, but you are a prisoner. 
EUenborough wrote about him to the home aulhoritica 
answer. Again Lord E. applied. No answer. Now, « 
appUcation, Hardinge has allowed me to dispose of lir. — 
Howell as I please, and 1 have let him ouL Poor man, b^^ 
has been in these countries since he was eleven years o 



t my will 
WelU|y 

IF, Qd^H^P 
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id can hardly speak English. If he had fought for the 
oneers it would not have been strange. 

"December 9th, Goza. — Slavery: these villains carry it 
on to an immense extent, and treat their slaves cruelly. I 
bave arrested several, and am marching them as prisoners 
ineanmg to punish rigorously : the whole country is in 
rftfm, i. e. the slaveholders. This is what I want. They 
talk of their property — they bought the slaves. In fine I 
bave a full dish of * vested interests * * rights of property ' 
ud all the cant of old ; but being a sensible fhan the right 
of the child not to be sold or bought comes uppermost. 
My answers to the Beloochees, who argue their claims to 
slaves as well as if they were professors of Brougham's 
London College, are handcu£fs, the scourge, and working on 
^ road. Vested interests are violated, but the poor girls 
^ saved from violation and let out of the harecms, and 
bnsbands and parents get back their wives and daughters. 
I bare a gang of rich gentlemen trotting along with my 
Mogul horsemen, who don't joke except at their pri- 
^Qers' ezpence, adding the slap of a sabre when they don't 
*alk fast. I know better how to abolish slavery in my 
^titories than the Whigs: it is only in this mountain 
^strict the slaveowners have defied me on this point, but 
«eir day is come. 

"My lieutenant of police. Jemadar Abdool Sha, is a 
fine old fellow. Abdool were you in the Ameers' service ? 
*cs Saheb. Were you in the battle ? To be sure I was 
"•^heb, but I am now your slave. Where were you ? In 
"*c bed of the Fullaillee with twelve of my own followers ; 
^ were killed in the bed of the river, and then, Bismillah ! 
1 nm away. What could I do ? Everybody was running, 
^ brave men of my tribe lay dead around me, what was 
^ use of staying ? I went off, and am now your slave. 
-Hiia chap will rout out the slaveholders. 

** I am doing a world of good by this journey. One poor 
^^^Qum told me a rich villain had taken her daughter by 
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force, and would not even let lior see her ; slie had becD s 
months with him: o messenger has gone for my Saeai 
Unscrupnlous debauchery was tlie practice of the Ameers, 
Biid their mrdars closely followed tlieir example : the ricli 
Hindoos did tlie same ; half tho slavebolders are Uiudoos. 
They dared nut touoh a Mahometnu girl, but ncce welcome 
to lake SB many Scindee girls as ihey liked ; and kill tbe 
fathers if they resisted. This was M^or Outnun's 'pom- 
arcfaal goTemment.' If killing fulbers and husbonils and 
mvisliing wi*es nnd daughters he so, then was the goTem- 
ment of the Ameers patriarchal in the . extreme ! And I, 
sinner that I am, have put it down I 

" These hill nihbers have increased Iheir insoh-ntv, and I 
buTB ordered all villages to have a red flag with tlie anme of 
the village on it in white letters, and when robbers approach 
the kardar is to hoist ibis flag and march against ihem ni 
the head of his people if they tliink tliey can light ; bnl M 
villager is to quit his TiUflge armed except under this flng. 
If they meet our troops they are to halt and the kardar is 
to ride up singly, when the commanding officer will leave il 
man to lead the villagers. The kardars and hc-ad man "i 
villages are al»o to visit the nearest outposts and see the 
troops on parade, that people and soldiers inny know eacb 
other: this is the only mode to prevent fatal mistahea. 
fact is that the frontier villagers arc all robbers them 
fur those who are not have iibauduned their villngt 

" I have had and work this day. A man was 1 
desperately wounded by nnoiber, who was also hrou^ 
the villagers bound band and foot. The assassin wii^ 
N<)weham>, on the left bank of the Indus. Ho s 
tbese men all do, across the river on n blown skin and ftol^^ 
a bullock ; the owner diseovered him nnd seized hie pfo — 
porty, the thief drew a sword and ripped him op, bat bi^* 
friends oame up and brought both men to me. The asaa*— ' 
ain was a thorough-looking ruffinn ; a coinmissioa seutDB 
him to death, and ha was by my ordOT liangsd in ibe vi 
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■Id have plenty of work at liigh wages, but prefer I'obbiug, 
ulUioagb provisions are very cheap. A fish of two poutJs 
coBt me this day only a balfpenny, and Uie liver swarms 
with them. The whole lake also covered with ibe lotus. 
which the people eat, and they have likewise wild fowl of 
all kinds : a man ean glut himself for a penny, while wages, 
since we came and that I took off the tariff, are for com- 
mon labourers sixpence a day. He uses no clothes and 
ale«ps in the open air, as we all do ; and in winter a but of 
leaves snppUes him with shelter ; he can gorge and lay by 
ilireepeoce per diem. Is ibis a land to allow men to prowl 
in, robbing and murdering ? No ! I feel cast in the mould 
t govemmenl ; nothing shakes or unnen'es me, and though 
I executions make me wish for private life I must kill 
Nowbut Khaa and Sobah Ouddee must die. 
PThe tribes are collecting. They can must«r sixteen 
wnd and T ^hall not have three thousand : these odds 
i Biifl', but tlie robheis must he chastised or ibis land 
mot thrive, and Uod has decreed that it sliall be restored 
■ Lomfort and freedom by me : this is fate ; if it is not I 
!.:J1 fall in the fight, or be assassinated, or die of feVer. 
i iji> people everywhere come out to meet me, and bless me 
- I pass: is this slavery or barbarism, or fear of the 
"' iiir, or honesty? People think I thirst for mihlary 
^■■ry ! Oh God ! I am not stone in my feelings. This day 
''ua knowest it. Every day Thou knowest it. No, I am 
't stem, I assume what is not in my nature to du my call- 

:iwiL 

•Dec, lOlh, Mflhcr. — The slavc-trnde is rife everywhere : 

k» nidco easily suotcbed hut bard to kill. Yet kill it I 

SeTerity, injustice, violence, smile! smite! smite! 

I oak is In he felled you must smite and not reason 

i vpoctntors. I listen lu nothing, and make prisoners of 

Kimlomn without proof, punish without mercy, 
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and before January IBIS, not a slave eliall be id Sonde 
if there are die owners ehall hang, and poa^bly the konlu 
of ihe village also. I will cul down my oak. God has gi«en 
man a right to freedom, aad no right which man has givtn 
to man shall, under rae, deprive him of God's gift. Shall I 
spht hairs with raffiaus about their self-aBsumed riglila wlen 
a thousand people are awaiting my decision in agonies ? He 
who is innocent must rejoice that he suffers for the good of 
society : Paley holds this doctrine on far leaa teuuble ground- 
I am sick. I hope fever is not coming on, bul fear it i^ 
feeling very sick: hourly I break, bul Uke a good horse 
mean to drop in harness witliout jibbing. 

December 11th, Nusseerabad. — WuUee Cbandia CRine 
down from his mountain to salaam. He htis a fine lieitd 
and face, and ia quite different from what be was vhen 
expectiug to be put to death. He is a fine old robbei 
chief as ever I saw, nothing wicked in liis look, yet resoluw, 
and very earnest: liia long snowy beard gives hiro a re- 
spectable appearance, and his high rank dignified mnnn<^re< 

"December 13th, Larkaaoa. — Did good work yeeitidBf 
at Dadur. Wullee Chandia and Hadjce Khan were ibm- 
They came with at! their under chiefs and followers to buj 
off tlie men imprisoned for huvlug slaves. There was • 
large crowd of poor and rich, I took fire in excellent sljlc, 
Kean never acted better, and the scene was perfect. I s"oK 
to bury myself and my army in Scinde or destroy slnvery; 
I made my interpreter roar alond, that the Queen wns the 
Falker of all the poor ; that every poor person should bb as 
free ns I was myself; and having thus laid down the Ib" iO 
H way that no man there liked to dispute— Lo! the pi*- 
fect freedom of Scinde !^I went off in a eulogy on iil»l 
Wuliee Chondia's high character, faiih lo goverumeiil, ant^ 
ended by giving him Nowbui Khan's sword and malcblook ^ 
which by the way I wished to keep myself, but thought i^ 
too hke thieving. 

"Muddunjee, 16th. — My resolution is to lower taxaf 
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Where we water the land the tenant pays half his produce 
in rent; where be waters it himself the goyemment ^/r^^r 
takes one- third, or two-fifths. This must he reduced, but 
irith caution. I have located about two thousand people 
on good land, with two years* freedom from rent : they were 
Mlowers of the Kallora princes and driven by the Ameers 
into the hills, where they have since lived as robbers, under 
the patriarchal government ! They will now be good sub- 
jects attached to us, being real Scindees, not Beloochees, 
•nd they voluntarily offered to come in. 

"December 17th, SuUeeanee, on the bank of the Indus. 
—The village has been swept away by the river in summer : 
this is a common occurrence on the banks of this wild river, 
vhich is now rolling within thirty yards of my tent, a 
mighty stream some six hundred yards wide. It is quite 
lQiet,aDd the moon glints on its calm waters, just showing 
thu they glide along silent and deep : all is beautiful and 
^(pi\— 'How beautiful is night T — and this is the cli- 
mate of Thalaba ! Is the destroyer here ? He has left his 
tnces in this noble country. More poor complaining 
people up to-day ; they got redress and crowds blessed me : 
I lK)pe their prayers are sincere. I do stem things for their 
*>ke, not unjust things for my own. Lord Howick called 
^6 a robber, adding murderer : base-minded fellow, he did 
^ to pretend he was with the oppressed, and never asked if 
'^ ^as true ! Had he said it over a bottle it might puss, 
^^X a deliberate charge in Parliament sitting as a legislator ! 
^h ! it was worthy of the grandson of the old plunderer and 
^fnser of quarter! Let Sottas Italian History of the 
^tnerican War speak for the conduct of General Grey. 

"Sukkur, December I8th.— This day in 1842 I left this 
'•ce as a major-general, having orders to force the Ameers 
^ respect existing treaties and enter into a fresh treaty, 
liave been plentifully abused for obeying that order : yet 
^ne of the abusers say how a major-general on the Indian 
^f was to disobey direct peremptory orders from a 
'OL. in. & 
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govenior-geDeraL Their idens of mililar; diiieipline must 
Ije very exact, I came to India at the age of aily lo pm- 
Tide fur my cliildren, and I wns irnturdiatolT to expose 
myself to be bruko Ijy a rourt-martiul with disgrace, ivftrt 
fifty years' eervice, because a fool IJlte Major Outrnm, and 
an abusive fellow like Dr. Buist, settled tlial barbarian 
robbers were to be allowed leisuro to prepare a massacre of 
tbe British army. I was lo correct Lord Ellenboroug)), 
get broke, leave the army to be destroyed, and go home Mr. 
Napior, with a wife and children to be starred, my boooHr 
lost, and tbe disgrace and blimdsbed which wontd have fol- 
loW(.-d in India all laid on my recreant soul! I hod mote 
honesty and more wit. and here I am, a^in hearing itw 
people rejoice in my conquest of their country. 

" December 19tli. — 3i;ul spies in all directJODS lo dit- 
cover BeJB Elian's wbcrcabouta. and also where his fiunJlj if- 
I have written to the Khau of Khelat to meet me at Gon- 
davft instead of Dndiir — sajing I was on old man ntisUe 
to journey so far as DaJur, and my soldiers are sicktj. 
Tins shall be followed by an ambassador to persuade liim to 
come to Gundflva, thus to remove any doubts or fears; for 
llifse chiefs have a wholesome dreiid of me, most of iJBffl 
ticmble from head to fool when they are first iutroduwJ; 
this is now weiiring off. but they still fear. Brown gets '" 
the Khan, who will be thus drawn to the south, for lie li" 
taken Poolngeo— a trick in my belief. He and Beja *p« 
in this mode. You lake Poolngee, Ehsu, I fly to the IiiU*- 
you tcti the general how you have chastised me ; he will 1< 
satisfied, you go back and I will gently steal to I'oolngW 
and ti/i righl coacUcj. If the Khan retires to GundB^* 
and bus really quarrelled with Beja, that chief will out l><^ 
master up in retreat, I shall thus discover whether tl'O 
game is true or false, and at the same timo will insist on ib^ 
Khan delivering his subject, Beja Khan, into my hands, t^ 
lie does not, and I know he cannot, Beja being a sort (r^* 
W:irwiok, stronger than the king, tbon will I tako Rojan ou^-^ 
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fee from him. For if a prince cannot prevent liia 

!cis plundering n neighbouring territory he must not 

tplain if ilint DPighboiir protects himself. 

^jaoth.— Beja hiia fled lo ibe Bhoogtee Hills : he ehall be 

I will seek an alliance with the Murrees, nitl bait 

I troops coming to me from Fenizepoor at Barra in 

nralpoor, make tbem cross tbe Indus and attack the 

igteee for having received him. 

^December 22nd. — Matters do not please me. First I 

iwe att bkel; to have another Sepoy mutiny, friim the 

i of he ail -quarters. Second, The Khan of Klielal Ima 

1 Beja Khan, which proves his loyalty but gives nie 

P 8«a.'urily for tbe future. However Brown sliall go to 

t to see how the land lies ; nnd if the Khan refuses to 

I it will be iusult, and there will he a quarrel. I 

■11 thon toko Bojan and Poolageo, and the former is really 

id of right ours 1 find ; [his will secure our fnmtier. If 

' Khnii meets me, he sliall occupy Poolagee with proper 

, and I will include ihe Murrees in our tn-'aly. 
' Decrmher 93rd.— Saw tbe arsenal: it is in good order, 
I ray little mountain guns are ready for running about 
hills. I would not go to see ihe prisoners in llie fort — 
I men ! And I was shocked to Rud that Hunter, who is 
btbeless a man of great feeling I think, had not looked 
\ those poor prisoners being cared for. When I spoke 
his observation was ' fPAat i:igtiifie» ? ' Sobah 
I is very ill and this way of running down one's 
Dcka me. These men are rourderere, it 
mry to hung some, and Sobah Guddee is one; but 
1 avoid unnecessary harshness. They have been 
J Dp to treat life as nothing, and to take it without 
|but we have not, and we should think with Bums 
in for n' that.' 
day. — Great dinner. The officers made me 
/>rd F. 11 en ho rough's health was given, and receivid 
iziary cpthnsiasm. I then got up, and in my 
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lent found the most kind nnd flntlering letter froiD his 
ship : this was cnrious. Superstiiitm about these ihmg:s is 
pnrt of my nnture. He, for the first time, begins, lly dear 
general, asking to drop the ofRciat style. He gires me n 
curious sword, a utraight Damascus blade: verr uBcommoo. 
His whole letter seems designed to rivet our friendship, as 
if he bad heard what I bad just said of him fit the dinner, 
which was simply this: 'Gentlemen I give you the grew 
man who found India in gloom and loft it in sunshine.' 
Shouts followed, and the baud played, ' There's nae 
aboot the house.' 

" a6tb. — Sent moonshee to the Khan at Chuttar. 
fail there, the Khan and Ali Moorad and the tnbes wHt 
join together as sure ns fate. 

" 27th. — Moonshee returned lost night. The Khan sctjJs 
me word be dare not meet me, as the AfFglmns would in- 
stanlly ho upon bim and plunder Quettah. which we Euplish 
call Shawl. He snys be must go back, but T ara welcome, 
on bis retreat, to fall on the rebel tribes of Doomkees 
Jnckranees aud Bhoogtees. This suits me, as I was resoKed 
to take that liberty whether welcome or not. He has evi- 
dently been worsted by Beja and dare not remain whore he 
is ; these robbers are very powerful and he cannot conlend 
with them. He said to moonshee. Ton saw the sirdan 
around mo, and amongst them Mahomed Shurrcof, who the 
general let out lately : if I aflront him ibe whole will leort 
me. I think I must thrash these chaps too, tbej, 
leagued with the robheni ; but it will be hard to catch 
in the mountains. 

" asth.— Brown off to the Khan to get a letter, 
authorizing roe to attack bis rebel subjects. I liavsj 
Simpson to organize tlie camp of the Bnndlecund 
which is at Subzulcote, coming from Ferozepoor : bo 
let me know what sort of troops tbcy are. I can pass them 
all over the Indus in a day and marob upon Deyralt, ud 
have written to aak the Mooltan man's pcrmiadon to 
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.flmall part of bis territory. If he refuses, another road is 
open ; but io that cose he will be tuld he must uot let the 
enemy into liia dominions. Tiio Murrees have also been 
written to, and if all these people play fair there will be a 
chance of catching Beja. But they will not, they will 
compel me to thrash them all, and my thought is I ean do 
it though others who tried could not. My game begins to 
arrange itself pretty well in ray head, but still great doubt 
remains of the possibility of doing anytlting decisive against 
these mountaineers. 

"2Ulh.— Heard from Brown. The Khan is off in fear, 
which pleases me, I want him away. My preparations are 
all made, and my thought is that Beja's bones will be 
broken if be tries a fight. 

" SOtlL — Going to call on Ali Moorad. 
"31st. — Kyrpoor. All honoiu-s from Ali Moorad and 
':\ i fat boy, Sha Nawaz, the copper- coloured Napoleon He 
liiis a small guard, got up by Curling, who tells me it will 
disband when I go : Ah won't pay lliem. I could make 
him, but um doubtful of the wisdom, as it is all but impos- 
sible to give European ideas to these Asiatics. Could I do 
so with Ali, or Sba Nawaz of Xhelat, it would make Scinde 
H rock. If we could couiide in them as allies, & good body 
of two thousand men well drilled would render it unneces- 
sary to keep a large force in Sukkur : but this cannot be ; 
(or if the least accident gave their unsteady beads a ebance 
against us they would turn. In this view Ali shall neither 
bo encuiirnged nor discouraged to form troops, but go his 
own gait, and if he has head to govern he will ace that it is 
^AcA bis game to quarrel with us." 

^fcSu ended the year 1844, but the state of affairs and the 
^Bnta of tlie Journey require some further illustration from 
^Hb priratfi correspondence. 

^V" IL Goal. W. Napier, December 18th. — I got your letters 
^Bblj btit very late, because, since Lord E.'s departure the 
^^^nbay government never sends a steamer to us, except it 
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wants Iroops; tliis is one of tlie ways tliey mtike war on tn. 
The mutiDy bore is a eerJous nffiiir ; it is uIupL up lor the 
present, but I fcftr llie Beogid iirmy is uol sonod. Ti» 
conduct of Pottinger I hold tu be ehamefuL He has U 
homo a mcmonol against me, from Ruostum, to lay ai 
MrtJBsty's ft-et: the governor- general sent it to lue fil ^ 
answer. I have no copy, it weul by order to Lord Ellni* 
borough. Half of what Roostum cumpIaJDS of was done 
by Pottinger hiiuself, the other half wna thi' result of 
Eoostum'fl own tricks ; and Poittngcr Uikes this hom« to give 
the Queen as a charge against ue, backed by bis authority 
on Scindian affairs ! T have kept no terms, bat handled 
him Tonghly. His Tiolent letter to Del Ilosle, which he 
afterwards declared was against Lord EltenboroDgh, uoi 
against me. required to be authenticated before I uoUceJ 
it; nnd then one allows a little for a man comuiitling lim- 
self in a priTiite, perhaps a thoughtless letter. In this 
mntler of the memorial he is dilibcrately bad ; a gentlenuui 
would have previously sent to me to say what he was nbiiuL 
"About the 78tb's sickness, nil you may see in the Bombay 
Times about quarters is miserable stuff: the real cause is 
drink. Tt does not give fever but inflames blood and bniin, 
and enables the dise'ase to take too firm a grasp to be got rid of. 
Why their rations are two drams a day, and eight makr » 
quart. So the sober soldier swallows one <]uarter of a \»xgt 
bottle of raw spirits every day, and you know them too irijl 
to doubt that the other three-fourlbs go down aher. Dr 
Robertson of the 13th told me that at Ji^llalabad no liquof 
could be got, watpr was the soldier's drink, and Iip liaJ not 
a man sick the whole time ! He says the great disunso «ilb 
officers and men is drinking, but the soldier gels ihenorsc 
liquor, arrack made with anything and everylhiug but rioft 
and thus the wholesomest of all Indian produce is sadl^ 
belied. It is made chiefly of bani/, a liquut: drawn from >li< 
date tree mostly, cot by djstillaliou but by iacjsjou of tb' 
bark. 
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*' Tlie mmonr of my journey brought regular ambas- 
uulare with letters of devotion from distant ports. In my 
ciunp DOW there is a prince, ambassador from Khiva, who 
has with preat danger effected his journey. He assures mc 
rh.ic the King of Ourgan or Khiva, liates Russia and the 
Khan of Herat; and if we will march against Herat iind 
Itokura he will work them from the west, and my success is 
certain ! And if I will attack Cabul he will, at tlie word, 
be at the AfTgliaua. He aaka why we English, of whom he 
uadersiood that we would avenge a dog, allowed onr army to 
be massacred and did not avenge it? To confirm liis good- 
will he gave me presents, which I accepted, made a return 
from our gifl depot, and sold his hy auction, which put ten 
rupees profit into the Company's purse. Well, Khiva was 
loo late. An ambassador fixim Yar Mohamcd of Herat had 
got here fii'st, and gave me a fine horse; — good beast! he 
is close to my teut asking for a biscuit: I bought him bow- 
ever Bt auclioD. 

" Tliis ambassador was accredited for the Bombay gover- 
nor, but on reauhing Scinde heard that I was the man to 
bribe. Ho ia a nephew of the prince, and I gave him a re- 
new, paying oil civility, but advised him to go to Bombay. 
There they afironted Iiim, and he is at AUeu on his road to 
Mecca. He wrote mo a letter of thanks for my civility, and 
abneo of Sir G. Artlmr, with a formal comphiiut of his 
UvutmcDt addressed to tlie governor- gen end. It ia very 
fooILnh to render ourselves uupoptdar with these distant 
objefs. I would veniiire to go alone to Constantinople and 
bo snro of honourable reception everywhere in Asia. The 

mo«t honour for them is to shew our strengtlt and disci- 
r rapid firiug. our artillery, I sent a troop of horse 

illery fiill gallop up a rocky height for tliis man ; it de- 

^tvd hiiu and he will tell such Eastern lies as will do 

ttU over Asia. I am now embued with a salutary 

i of what I am going to do. The Khan of Khclat is 

I meet me, lo deprecat 
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mr nnger he has assembled his mea nnd driveo Bi 
ialo [he hills behind Foolagee, which I did not woi 

"After a palaver with Wullee Chaiidia. before nil the 
I gave him Nonfaut's weapons, and on going 
pered You will haog Nowbtii I hope. By the Lord yesl 
On which the old felhjw's connicDance brightt'd up woudiT- 
fully, for Nowbut would kill liim ns sure aa f«le if begot 
out : he ia n thorough-going savage. The otlier great robber 
chief, Sobah Guddec, was only captured by a 6ght, and his 
Gon and nephew were killed. A \oung man named James, 
who speaks tlieir language, said to them Surrender and jou 
are safe. A chief immediatC'ly leaped forward aiid seizing 
Jameea bridle was by hira saved; wberetipon James saiit. 
You see I do not hurt him, surrender. I am Guddee's s<m, 
and I won't surrender cried one. I am Guddee's nephew, 
and I won't surrender cried the other. They placed iheir 
backs against a tree, holding sword and shield; but two young 
policemen, having swords only, instantly engaged tliem bdJ 
slew both. Guddee himself stood at hay until Alyff Khan, 
a glorious fellow of my pohce, rode up and said, Guddee 
surrender or I will slay you. Are you Alyff Khao ? Yes! 
Guddee flung down his sword. Alyff is one of the hand- 
Boraest fellows in Scinde and of wide fame as a swordsman; 
and it was his son, a lad of twenty, who killed Gnddee's 
nephew. Guddee has forfeited his life, but I am sorry for 
his brave hoy and nephew : Jumes did his best to save them- 
The truth however is, that giving no mercy tliey did not 
expect any and it was desperation more than bigh-minded- 
ness; even the man who surrendered very nenrly killed 
James afterwards. It is difficult to prodtiee right feelings 
will) these people, but perseverance may do so. 

" If Beja does not come back to Poolagee I can do Inil 
little; yet I have divided the tribes, and so managed 
he does not come back soon ho will not he able to coi 
all, I discovered a fortress called Mohun-koie, mari 
Walker's map as a little mud fort. It is of cut stc 
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mortar and nt least fifteen miles in circumftirence 1 Riding 
with n tjiltiug ppnsiint iit my side, my interpreter asked liim 
about Mohun-kute ; lie knew no such plnce; but lie knew 
Fort Rrniiie. Is it big? Yes! bigger ibnn Hyilrnbad. 
We Iniit^betl, he persisted, JTcMurdo and two others were 
started to look, nnd there it was, ten times ns big as Hy//c 
mbadd : so they pronounce the word. A stream of purest 
watCT gushes from the side of a rock inside, and becomes a 
rirer flowing into the Indus : and this now, in the dry season. 
My opinion is that the great Aliraed Khan resided here. 
The people eay the Ameers built it; but I made out by dint 
pf inquiry that tliey only rebuilt a part where there were 
it is probably the site of some of the old cities of 
ide. 

December 19th. — The whole garrison of Sukkur is 
fairly floored, body and spirit by illness. Both Simpson 
and Hunter write to me with great lowness, praying for my 
arrival: tliis is natnnil, they think my coming will do good, 
and so it will by the excitement. This misfortune will, it is 
to be feared, impede ray work against Beja Khan : I dare not 
tfmtore into the hills with a handful of weak men, and it 
HD not do to fail. 

W " Henry Napier. — The illness has been so general that 
two of my coUectora have been obliged to go for moniha to 
Bombay; indeed every one has quitted his post for a Lime, 
find of eourse robbing has run riot. These officers have no 
bnnsea yet. We are building grndunlly, as workmen can 
be got from other countries, but in the interior our people 
are seriously exposed. It will require two years more lo 
fnirly estftblish our real revenue ; yet we improve, and would 
more but for locusts; they are dreadful, the land is covered 
and grain disappears! The people sweep them into heaps 
and bum them ulive, which is very kind but too Inte, as 
befbn> this litlle attention is paid tbey have dined. Revenue 
goM OD for all that, 

■ " The criminal and other cases are so heavy that scarcely 

■ 1L^ 
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can I get through my work : ihe people love Isw now thai 
it gives them jastice, and I lei no man be condemned wIiom 
trial I havenotrend and signed : and often I revise. 1 could 
eosilv ask for Iswrers »nd get them, l>ul aguinst that Lord 
Ellcnborough warned me; and indeed my own fear is thai 
they would produce mischief. The people even in the 
commonest mntters are not sBtisfied without my signature. 
Lawyers would be an enormous expenoe, and they would go 
by fixed rules, without give and take. This the chiefs wonH 
not bear. Take two men, the same crime, everything ibc 
same in the eye of the law; hang une and rII the counlr)' 
will bow to your justice; hang the other and the coiinirj 
will rise in arms. Nowbut Khan will be hanged, nud all 
are content but himself. But suppose Wulli-e Chandiawore 
the tnan; my wholo force must bo under arms and God 
knows wliere it would end. 

" Now Wullee would handle A caravan aa readily »s 
Nowbut ; but Wullee is a holy man as well as cliicr iBd 
robber, and my friend. He conld turn out twenty ihousand 
men to mend the matter, and he took Nowbut prisoner! 
Were Wnllee in the hands of lawyers they woald condemii 
him and Scinde would be insurgent. It would never eniet 
the head of a civil servant to consider how fur our strengUi 
would go. I hang Nowbut because he deserves death, and 
because he would murder Wullee if he was not hHogpd: 
therefore all Wullee's men entirely approve of justice being 
done upon Nowbut Khun. But hero is another affi 
nianngenient. Wullee has slaves, and so have hie chiefii 
I touk advantnge of having done him the favour of bM 
Nowbut to make an oration against slavery in genet 
growing gruduolly more violent, sworu in the midst j 
great essembly I would have vengeance on any mai 
thus defied the Queen's orders — and then told WuUJ 
warn all the sirdars against it : I had ten of them prtSQ 
in my camp as felons, all his friends. He and another g 
ohiof, Hadjee Khaii, looked a good deal alarmed as I s; 
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[ broke up llie (isaembly, giving Wulloe the itrma of 

irlmt, which secures a ' blood fuel,' os moonshee calls 

I between ihe two tribes: iodeed his Qrresting Kowbiit 

1 tb&t; but haviug his sword, with ' Nowbut Khan, tlm 

mkis properly' inltud in gold oq the hlade, will seal the 

r and keep both weak and under my power. Hndjee 

1 WuIluB ore as guilty as My prisoners, only they treat 

r slaves ao kindly they made no complaint Had I mad© 

) powerful men prisonei's, at least one general action 

1st have been fought with somo foity thousand desperate 

, and slavery perhaps perpetuated. Now I shall dt)- 

«y it. 

■.**! am fortifyuig, building barracks, forming police, and 

' tlie poor so as to defy their cbieis : this they begin 

Don't publisli tliis, for these men, the chiefs I mean, 

|icad translations of the papers and get the pith of every- 

Kow no one knows my game, it all comes out 

lUy by my speeches, and a few observationB designed 

^connect matters. Were it known at once it would lose 

But my policy is so little understood that I have 

i had trouble to keep my liighest officers from making 

Ulee Chandift re\'o!t ; they class all natives alike, as 

ds, but they are not so : their robberies are their 

idfl and not in their eyes dishonourable; and I do not 

rust my nnger on the ground of any man being a robber, 

but that he does not obey the orders issued by mo, viz. that 

no man is to rob, therefore robbers are disobedient. I see 

this wrong feeling has place at Sukkur, and it has hunied 

me up. Our fellows do not perceive the way to treat these 

people ; the true way is that whieh 1 followed in Cephalonia 

—i.e. made myself the great chief, and thus commanded. 

Obey me I Do what you hke, rob, murder, anything that I 

Wve not forbid, all things unless I have said No ! This was 

nndemlood there, and is so here. These people do not 

r ruh» of honour and right ; they think me a 
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very sensible felluw, who takes lime by llio forelock. tnA 
tlial I ftin filling my coffurs ; anil as I hii liard in battle 
tliey bijw. The poor people bow also because I am kind lo 
them ; and as to the real Scindees aud Hindooa, tbey cao 
live well uow and in two years will be able to defy a relapse 
into misery. My opinion is that even now, if all ibe trwps 
were withdrawn and tbe Ameers lurued loose here I couU 
defuat ihera with the people only." 

Now befell a dreadl'ul calamity. The 78th Regitneul, 
designed fur the hill campaign, was nearly destroyed by a 
sickness sudden and temWe. The Bombay faction iusniutl;: 
proclaimed, — Oulram being foremost in the sliatnelea 
slander, " that Sir 0. Napier's ignorance and reckless disre- 
gard of the medical men's advice had caused the morialiiji 
and that he was their murderer." Tbe 78th being Higb- 
landers, letters and newspapers were sent to Scotland, dc- 
no tinting him as the " wil/ul murderer of t/te soldiers!" 
These infamous falsehoods marking the characlei of his 
enemies are exiwsed in the following letter. 

" M. Geol. W. Napier, January. — The 7Sth Regimeat is 
absolutely destroyed : two hundred dond. and tbe living in » 
sad plight. Of course I am assailed by the scoundrel fflc- 
lious editors: that don't pain me, hut the destruction of the 
poor soldiers does deeply. I am not to blame. The usuiJ 
course of fever is lo attack in September and fii-et half of 
October, after widch few new cases, but old ones are apt to 
relapse and very dangerously. I had orders from govemmeat 
to bring down the I3th Regimeal to Kurrachee, and send 
the 7'^ib up : this I did, so as to have the ISth away before 
the period of relapses, and the 78th there after the period of 
lirst attacks. Movement is reckoned good, the 1 3th escaped 
all sickness, aud the 78th reached Sukkur in exc«Uont 
health, aud remained so till the lat November, when tlie 
fover broke out with uulicard-of violence and conlinued till 
the end of the year! The 7Hth might indeed havo been 
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detained UDlil llie whole siukly sensoii had passed awuy ; but 

the fever was quilo unexpecled and unusual, aud the reasona 

^JOK seudiog them were 6tn>Dg. Every place naa licallhy 

^Bttept Sliikarpoor, where illness seemed local and dying 

HHky. The Bengal troops Lad just niuiiuied, had called for 

^fhrir o&icers' blood, and pelted General Hunter with stones; 

■ ■. Lion and the hill tribes were close at hand in hostility. 

'Wis I lo leave Hunter without Europeans? Suppose the 

M^mgalees had again muiiuied ! the 64th had twice seized 

Hiftir colours in the four preceding monlha. Suppose a third 

^^PniDy, European officers murdered, the treasury and maga- 

^^fcie in Bukkur seized, and the mutineers walking over the 

(runtier to the robbers, or to the Moollan Sikhs, amongst 

whom they have numerous friends and relations! 

*■ These things were all within tlie bounds of probability : 

my of the diebanded 34th Eegiment did join the Sikh 

py. What would have been said ? ' Was Sir C. Napier 

Bed lo leave that unfortunitte General Hunter and his 

rdered comrades without European soldiers, after all thai 

3 passed ! ' How could that have been met ? I must have 

I my heod for ihe rest of my life. Hence, while sorrowing 

ftiie 78th ibere is no conscioueness of error. 

"Tb© medical men are puzzled, and say it is an extraor- 

y endemic for which they cannot account : the natives 

• sDlTered here and at Iloree, and Kyrpoor, but every 

t place has been heiilthy. This is the true story of thi^ 

', for which I have been bo foully assailed by wretched 

Bllen, especially the Delhi Gazette: trying to make the 

Bids of tlie soldiers at home believe my negligence caused 

|ir deaths. I do not act without redectiun. I nm a man 

e doily occupation is to deal with the lives of his fcUow- 

I, and therefore standing on the brink of dnmuatiou : for 

I do not deeply consider ere acting murder is on my heitd. 

ny hourly lo be right and believe my doings are so in 

k Mghtof God, and if thoy aro not ia the eyes of man 
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let me be punished, for I repeat a thousand times that error 
in judgment is with rulers a crime. Nations are not to suffer 
because certain men are conceited. With God it is different: 
He judges men according to their lights. My position makes 
me deeply religious. Christ and Socrates eschewed pubL'c 
service^ and in nothing was their wisdom more shewn." 
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^AR with the> robber tribes was now JDevitable. Eobbers 
they called tbcmselves, spoliators would be a more correct 
designation; for what a Norse viking of old was at sea 
these people were at land, and had nearly the same code of 
honour. Their social circles were their families, their tribes, 
their races : they had no national feelings, and the world 
^88 their prey. They were nevertheless true to traditional 
^ftne, and were moved by noble impulses though in a 
^Dg direction. A perception of this truth made Sir 
C. Napier hope to turn their energies from destructive vio- 
Jence to useful pursuits, and it was the conception of a great 
^i good man, but only through war to be realized. How 
that war was conducted he will now himself tell. 

"Journal, January 2nd. — Yesterday I spent shooting, 
^th Ali Moorad : an idle day, yet I saw a good deal of 
^y maD, as I designed. Scarcely can I call him clever ; 
^6 is kind-hearted and unaffected, but thoughtless and 
without vigour of character. His son Shah Newaz has 
t^ent, and will, I think, make a figure ; so will the next 
^ho is a wild chap and has as funny a look as I ever saw ; 
^ a roguish one too, with great determination. The little 
feDow is as stem as Cato, or any such rascal ; but it any- 
^Qg makes him laugh his face lights up with a smile and 
^ look full of fire and sarcasm. They are nice boys of 
twel?e and nine, but disagreeably fattened. 

"My mind is now made up to abandon my designed 
attack, on the hills, from Eusmore across the river against 
l)0yrah| because the Funjaub commotion and the murder of 
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Heem Singh makes ii daDgeroua lu move nlong the Sikh 
frontier: a coiiision miglil lake plate aad war be lina hur- 
ried on before the governor- general is prepared. Moreov« 
the roads are difficult, mnuDtain roods, and though I bare 
great rehnaco iu Simpson lie has never coramonded before, 
(ind is shaken by fever : ho might fail in strength if lliew 
innuiiliiiD devils got him with troops be does not know into 
one of their mighty passes, which are pn.Hty thick in the 
hills. It is as well to have all under my own hiind. I will 
therefore bring the norlbem reinforcemepts down the river 
collect all at Bojan, and then move on Poolagee, 

" Fi-om Poolagee I will give my fneud Beja Khan L'hase. 
unless he is ciuighi there by i)ie following ruse. Hisdcadlj 
foe, Wullee Chandia, shall first advance alone ; from him Bys 
will not fly but defy him, well knowing WuUee oiimint sl»j 
above two days and cannot forco walls. But if the Chan- 
dian can thus keep Beja in Poolagee for a day, I shall be htinl 
on his track, and in twelve hours Beja will find himself ear- 
rouuded by 2000 British, with a train of guns that can bloi 
his fort to atoms ! I fear however ho is too clever a soldjfl 
to commit this error, uiid will retire to his bills. 

"After Poolagee I shall enter the hills, having made 
every preparation my mind can suggest, and being perfecllj 
aware of tlie gi'ent danger of this uiounlain warfare. 1 
have offered an alliance to the Murrees, and will give them 
the enemy's territory if they will come dowmipon them fVoni 
Eahun ; and us the Bhoogtees have lately given these Mar- 
reca a ticking, which has put the latter out of humour. I 
have hopes of their joining me : they dare not attack the 
Bhoogtees singly, though a brave tribe; hut with me at 
their back, and in alliance with theChandiau. they will ven- 
ture prolytbly. It is curious that Wullee Chandia wbu U^ 
lowed me up tu Mecauee as an enemy, dioutd ] 
marching as my ally and subject, perfect in obedJei 

"January 4th. ^ — Brown just come buck. Tlie I 
Kbelal is a beaten cock in tJie Cutcheo Hiils : he rejoid 
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my going into his country tu put donn ]jis rebel subjects, 
SDd I ttm now on the orthodox side of the hedge. Brown's 
description of the devastations of tbeaa robbers under Beja 
Khun is quite enough to reconcile one to attack ibem : all is 
d«9olatiot). The poor Cutcbee villagers everywhere implored 
him lo urge me forward for their protection, nnd all say they 
will come to Scinde. I shall now aaoertain where Bejn is, and 
6et Wullt-e to work against Poolagee, or some other fort where 
be may be found. If he is too cunning to stop be must 

|b« bunted in tlie hills and a troublesome affair it will 
Jaauoiy 6ih, — Bhoogtees and Muirees have had an 
other fight, the latter soid to be victorious. Ordered Fitz- 
gt-mld up from Lurkaaua, to arrange with Wullee Chandia 
for the (teceitfal advance against Poolagee. Jacob is to 
follow WuUee twelve hours after that old chief starts, and 
my head-quarters move two days Inter from Sukkur, when 
the communication will be cut between Beja and his spies. 
llien from all points the troops will move forward. Beja 
look out, the game is sharp 1 My preparations have all 
been made so quickly as to give no alarm; yet two thou- 
sand infantry, eleven hundred cavalry, twenty-three guns 
and two elephants are ready for Bejn, Amongst my ord- 
UQCV will be four mortars and six howitzers, nnd I have a 
^■Mig corps of pioneers and artificers for reparations of car- 
^Kb and the opening of roads : miners are also provided, and 
Bn<sinkcrs, with plenty of jumpers, and steel to renew 
lliem. for tliey wear fast if the rock be hard. Bags of lime 
also I have provided, which in blasting rocks saves powder : 
t have water skins been forgotten in case they should 
I the desert wells, which is probable. 
Deocmber ftth. — Plot thiokens, hut no impatience Charles 
No jumps to conclusions I Step by slffp work is 
hiugs must go on deliberately and settle down; one 
r Doust be well understood before another is issued, or 
vtUl be overloaded nnd asses crushed. Thought 
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first, arrangement next, and then fgr rapidity witliotit*^^ 
fusion; thus before Beja thinks I nm out of bed ho sliall 
find me on his track. This afTair m\l cost u pennv, bat h 
cannot he saved ; an end must be put to the pluadering 
system, and eo end shall be put. I am preparing sitpvr- 
abiindfiQcc of means, mid the wretched newspapurs will put 
forth their usual ahiise; but Beju is not to be pat doM 
a company of eharpBhooters. 

" My commiseari'it is all right : the drawing the snj|| 
will cause mischief, hut there h no help. The guns I 
1 (iO rounds each, my plan being to hammer the encn 
his position with a vertical fire, and not charge up lull 
many lives would thus he lost from stones, in the roUin 
which these people are adepts. Beja says he will fight n 
in the passes; but eight shell gnus can make a pass — 'a 
mighty uneasy beam, Mr. Lieutenant,' as a poor wild Pol 
said on hoard Bj-ng's ship, wliea we slung his oot to the 
tiller. 

" January ! Oih. — Bcja Ehan, as I expected, is not at Poo- 
lagee : he Js doing what pleases mc more, organizing resist- 
ance in the raouniaiug; a game I can play better than he 
can. The board is becoming inleresling: he can out-mnrcli 
mo, but my resources are greater and all elmll he put forili. 
I am anperior in drill, supphes of all .kinds, anus, null 
money ; he is anperior in knowledge of the localities, in 
numbers, and desperate valour for they are murderers con- 
tending for life : the chances are five to three in my favour 
if I am able to use my tools. News just come that 6i-j> 
will fight in tlie passes witli four thousand men: a batlle 
shall then make an example of these villwns, for ibry 
won't ask quarter and I won*t ofiTer it: a signal exmnple 
19 required. I will not refuse mercy, bat aseu»dly will 
proffer none." 

A reference to the map of tlie second volume will she" 
how the large area of clustered rocks called the Cutfhpe Ililh 
run from the Indus westwoxd, to the Ht 
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nutoiitB, vliicli, bcadiDg northwoi'd and souihward were 

I of wild tribes extending even to the AlTruedees, tlie Mo- 

mds and Kjbureos, Leyoiid Peshawur. All these cog- 

e tribes wore conneett-d more or less with each other, and 

h the Afighnns aad tlie Fu-DJacbees, To war them down 

B iJierefore n great and dangerous enterprize, requiring the 

most skilful movements ; for to escape would be to them a 

rk'iory. Their own strength was also great, tlipir rocks ter- 

nblu. their valour and u'^afidence great; and when Cliarles 

Napier's design became known a universal sliout of ridicule 

wns riii»cd by the newspapers. " He was an insane old man 

liiiwui (o lose all his troops ; was in utter ignorance of these 

lible mountaineers' strength; they would baffle, would 

Igb It him and tlien destroy. All experienced Indian 

s knew ho could not succeed." This feeling was not 

■fined to iacUons writers; many really able and experienced 

1 officers, judging from former failures, thought the en- 

iprixo too dangerous, and even his own army were so 

"(cicd thai M'Murdo only thought it feasible : all others 

» 80 hopeless of suocess that he left the matter vague, 

^ing liie preparations secret lest despondency should fall 

ltb« troops. Uis plans were hidden also in fear of the 

tohAj faction, who through Buist would have commu- 

iaied ihem to the enemy. However with mai-velloos art, 

i noftt imperious energy, he continued to push on towards 

bobjeot, deceiving both friends and enemies. 

mongst bis wiles wore these. He first moved Ciilmuns 

Bsuinj (linrouons iu Scinde, having only in view to raise 

I notion of a powerful army being prepared for some gR^aC 

me of oonquest in Central Asia ; spreading rumours to 

It dTcct, wbiidi were aided by the arrival of the envoys from 

Ka oud Herat This imposed on the surrounding nations, 

^ liero thus kept in auxpense, and thinking his force great 

t more iuuliued to join him in a conquering caiccr 

■ lo form a hostile confederacy : it also awed the Scindian 

1 to turbulence while b 
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was engaged with the robbers, six hunilred miles from 
rttchee, To this, as already shewn, he ndded the poll 
turning the inU^rnal feuds of the tribes to advtuitage b] 
ting some upou Beja Khan. He forced All Moorud also 
take the field, and bo secured the aid of his subjects the Bitot- 
dees — a tribe decidedly inimical to tlie British but thus 
compelled to aid them. He induced the Khan of Khelst to 
approve publicly of the enterprise, although liis chit-f men 
were all secret favourers of Beja, a fact discovered bj iW 
clever moonshee. Ah Acbar : so entirely indeed were they 
in the robbers' interests, that when Captain Brown whs sent 
to enforce the alliance and awe the sirdars, the Intlor sail 
secret notice of hia return to Bqa, and only by hard riding 
and the sagacity of Alyff Khun, the strong swordsman, djil 
he escape from a band sent to capture him, 

The Khan himself, first engaged to a conference el Dadur, 
OS already aajd, was subsequently entreated to change tlint 
place for Gundava, on the ground of the general being too 
old and sick to reach the first place : all the preparations for 
war were then being made with the utmost secresy nod dili- 
gence ; hut to aid the deceit on the sirdars a report was ia- 
duKlriously spread, that the sickness at Sukkur would, con- 
joined with the general's state of weakness, certainly cauEc 
the enterprise to be postponed until another season. Wih 
a clever policy also, a duplicate letter was sent through * 
channel Beja was sure to intercept, and thus his inteUigenw 
from the KheJat sirdar was confirmed from another quarter. 
In fine nothing that great sagacity could suggest, ince^mt 
activity prepare, or an overpowering will enforce, was W 
glected to insure success, and be was not even obeckAl lij 
the dreadful calamity of the 78th Regiment. 

"M. Gcnl. W. Napier, January I2th.— Wullee Chandi* 
and the Mugzee chief march to-morrow from Jull am 
Khunda upou Poulagee, and if Beja has been tricked bfiBj 
letter into stopping tliere ho is a gone coon : but he is 
old fox, 1 shall however, from Poulagee spread my 
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alnng tbe foot of tlie liilla eastward, and enter tijem myself 
with tho Oiandikas in front, with licence to plunder, but 
stroDg orders to respect women and cluldren. Having me 
at their back tbey will be bold ; and at tlie same time Ali 
Moorad is, from the east, to cross the Indus and marching 
H.W. from Shiknrpoor to cut in at Sangsa on my line of 
movement, vfliieh will be on Deyrab the capilal of the Jauk- 
mnees, I doubt Ali getting across the bills, but be will 
block that road, tlie only one by which the robbers can 
escape me if the Murrees act with me. In this manner I 
hope to devastate the robber country by robbers, keeping 
my own troops together under tight discipline. To-morrow 
I march, and have tliis day issued a manifesto to quiet the 
neighbouring nations and tribes generally as to my moving 
into Central Asia, which many of them have invited me U< 
do, and probably think it my finnl object. The manil'esto 
shews the real ground for pnssing the frontier, that my friends 
amy have means lo take my pari against the villanous news- 
papers, amongst which I do not place the Bombay Geutle- 
mao's Gazette, or the Agra Uckbar. 

"I shall secure all the southern openings from the hills 
into ihe plain by my cavalry, while working with my infantry 
and camel corps amongst the rocks ; and if the robbere fly 
northward to the Mooltan country they cannot take their 
cattle, and will be piUaged by the Sikhs. They say now 
ihcy will fight me with six thousand men in the passes, aud 
by all accounts Ibey arc fearful customers; but I will 
pound them with shot and shell until tliey retire, and then 
let the Chandions pursue sharply to the next defile. Tho 

ihant is of great use in war, but he is a queer chap. At 

'drabad a howitzer stuck fast ; Johnny elephant np- 
■htti, solid as a judge, gave it a hft, and then seeing 

It a bnllock drew badly, in a rage took hold of him and 
tumbled bullock and gun into a nullah : they regularly 
tbraeh the bullocks who don't pull hard. I have rheumadsm. 
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oavalry and my name I will pitcli into llie robliers, 
' Damned be lie who first cries bold ! enough ! ' 

" January 16tb, Ooch. — Marched all night, reached ibis 
just before dnybreak, and was abont to halt for ihe ligbi 
and then make a dash, btit found I had lost my column. I 
had come on with an advanced guard, the coluniu meaii- 
while strayed in the sand hills, and in seeking for it I found 
Salter. He had defeated the enemy in the nighl, killed 
several chiefs, and ibe whole connlry was full of calttc. 
About 10 o'clock some of the robbera appeared on ilie 
heif^hts near us, whereupon McMnrdo, John Napier, Byng. 
and one of Chamberlaine's liorsemen went out lo loo k it 
tliem. They fouud lots of cattle and sent Byng bi 
any the Beloochees were taking otfaer cattle away ani 
horsemen were wanted, for the enemy was numerous. 

" Before the cavalry contd get ihere McMnrdo and .Tolm 
were fighting with an expert horseman. McMnrdo Ami 
closed with him in single combat for twenty minutes, but 
then, being exhausted from having before ridden abore 
seventy miles, said, John you may try him I am quite lirtd: 
lliey were then al! three at full speed, careering in figlit 
John had not stricken while the match was fair, but wtii-ii 
McMurdo epoke he rode al the Belooch, who was tJitti 
Hying hut soon turned on his saddle and aimed wiih 
his matchlock at John, and he, only a yard behind, in- 
stantly fired his pistol, but missed, McMurdo thinking il 
was the matchlock, and expecting to see John fall, dashed 
forward pistol in hand furious at what he Uionght unfair, 
■ You don't mean to kill him ' cried out John, ' Yea by llw 
Lord' was the answer and the next moment ihe fielooeh 
warrior fell while in the act of drawing a second svnrl, 
AfcMurdo, seeking only a sword fight, lind become angry ■! 
liie matchlock being, as he ihoughl, unfairly used, sod wit 
now angry with himself for using his pistol, and both Iw 
and John were also sorry for the man's death. Vet all was 
right on both sides. 
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"Tlie rules of chivalry allow n man to use what«VL'r 
weapons he caiTies, Coloiidl Dnllna indeed was censured 
for ahooling on Indian wtvrriorwho had eliallenged him ; but 
it «aa snid, how truly God knows, that the Indian Imd sti- 
pulaied for a sword fight only, and Dallas was blamed for 
taking a pistol to the field. Here there tvas no agreemenl: ; 
tlie tnon's matchlock had missed fire and John had not in- 
terfered daring tlie sword figjit. One admires this high tone 
of hooour, but these robbers are assassins : push the prin- 
ple furtlier and I ought not to bring more men on a point 
) enemy have to oppose me ! These single fights 

I not the tiling and shall be stopped. I tried to prevent 
e boys going out, but they went ofi' at a gidiop and did 

1 or would not hear my voice; there was no honour or 
f ^ry. or object, and the ser^-ice might have lost two noble 
soldiers, leaving miserable widows. Yet their liigh though 
thoughtless spirit must be admired; and also the honourable 
way they behaved to tlio Bulooch, who expected to liavi? 
been snpported by his people and would have given no 
quarter. 

" Wo rested five hours, aud then a dispatch from Ja^ob 
lotd me he had surprised the enemy at Shapoor, at the same 
time that Salter had beaten iliem at Ooeh. Before lie 
leachod Shnpoor the chiefa heard the guns at Ooch, and, 
knowing they must bo English guns fled, leaving sixty 
maloJilook men, under two chiefs, all of whom were onp- 
titred. In all we have killed six uhiofs and oue hundred 
men, and tukeu seventy or eighty of less note. The whole 
army thought I was a goose to attempt surprising these 
'tibcrs. MeMurdo John and William indeed conBded in 
■ ■ ; yet 1 Uiink the two Inst were staggered by tlie consUint 
iui that we must fail. McMurdo has a good military head, 
imi is too fond of single combats : William was wiser. He 
Maid in camp till he heard the others were in danger, but 
ittvanua on his horse and olT before any one else. I allowed 
B I was alarmed myself and had half a miQd4 
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go U)o, but remembered that a general in chief coal 
i^ngage in combBt with half h dozen sCrngglicg tuffi 

"Januftry 17tli, Shapnor, — Cume here last night, 1 
tired after more thnn seventy miles' ride, but wrote mys 
patch before lying dowD. Old W"ullee took I'oolngee yta- 
terdny: how well all iny conibinationa have succeeded. 
Eighteen prisoners juat brought in. We slew forty men at 
Ooeh, and wounded forty-five. Deriah Kbnn, the Jackranee 
chief, is said to be mortally hurt " — false report — " and the 
whole operation has been brilliant. I have now decided In 
change my whole scheme of operatJonB. Magazines shall 
he formed iil Shapoor instead of Poolagec ; the cavalry shnll 
go to tile latter, and to Lheree, and Ooch, where I will wnil 
for the infantry, having laid a plan for a second attack if 
old Hunter will only come up with the foot : but until be 
does no more can be done for we are now in tlie bills. To- 
morrow all the goi^os will be plugged up by iho cavalry. 

" IRtb, Shapoor. — My chanf^e of plan is because I un 
sure Bejft is now on the south side of the hills, between « 
low ridge that hides him from the desert; and a high ona u> 
the north. I examined my good friend Ynrro KJiosa"— « 
double spy — " tbis morning. There is he says plenty of good 
water at a point behind the low ridge, but very little at w 
other places, and very had as well as Boaree, At a third ii 
is, ho eays, plentiful and excellent. Now it appcws vet; 
JTiiprohable that water should abound at the two places, wd 
be scarce and bad at one which is just between iheni. 
Wherefore I am sure Yarro Kbosa is in Beja's bands, tni 
that Beja himself is at the place said to be witliout wtf« 
and called Tonge. Yarro and I however immediaiely agnei 
that I could not march there." See plan vol, 2. 

" January Ifltb, Shapoor, — Infantry will bo Dpto-morr'«p 
and I will throw my force to the east, send the Mngzee ehirf 
up the Teyngn valley from the west, and make .Incob iriili 
two guns and six hundred cavalry hold th 
Poolagee, behind the Mugzee man. 
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posh Btrnight against tlie Gundooe pass. I have nlso 
ordered the camel corps Iwo guns and four himdred cavnlry 
from Oucli to Zuranee on the right, and Wullee Chandia 
shall advance from Poolngee ngninst TongP, nolwiihstmid- 
ing my frieDd Yarro's want of wnter. Wullee i« a good 
feelpr. 1 suspect the enemy is at Tonga in force, and will 
make for lli« pass of Gundooe, where Salter will meet liini 
with the oamel corps and cavalry: the camels can7 500 
infanlry, of whom two hundred are volunteers from the I:)th 

iment. Sale's veterans of Jellalabad: t.lie others are 

inch Sepoys of Meeanee and Diihba. 

If llie robbers have already gained that pass, which 
of provisions prevented my occupying sooner, they 
will only get deeper into the ' eiilde-soc' Meanwhile the 
^fngzees, having Jacob lo fall back npon, will sweep iip 
the Teyaga behind the high ridge, while the Chandikas do 
the same on a parallel line between the high ridge and the 
low one, having me in the plain on their right flank. These 
tribes will gather np all the robbers' cattle in the valleys, and 
all their detachments ; and Beja, then becoming desperate, 
will defend the Pass of Gundooe which is very strong. 
He will however be taken in reverse by the Mugzees and 
Wollee. and stopped by Salter if he flies. Ali Moorarl is to 
eome up lo Gundooe. and I think to shell ii well with mv 
tnoMftrs, then let drive Ali Moorad and the Chandika on 
each flank, and if that don't settle Beja's stomach we mnst 
tiy what our own troops can do. Carry it somehow we 
gkKll. They will I reckon have some six thousand men in 
kt there will be as many on my side, and two thousand of 
Imid good troops: but my hope is to bully them out. 
■ " 20th, Oooh. — Ail my stores and infantry are coming up, 
nt there are some hitches : what arrangements are without 
Bui2 Csrtainly none that I can make. I am not sharp 
^HHj^L^for that. I have directed that the families of the 
^HpilB Ukea shall have three-halfpence a day caih. 
Hhia' ind child. Everything is cheap, and this is what 
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the Ameers iillowed to a mnn for liis day's labour : I 
and lodge the husband besides, luid devilish eorry ihij rasful 
is that I do! Liko VoUuire he would ratbt^r his mnjesty 
allowed him to find his own lodgiuge : this sum is [here/ore 
ample for wife and child. Poor thin^I they suBvir sadlv 
lor the tran agressions of tbeir husbiuids, bat I will mak« 
them comfortable yet. Beja Khan shall die. My heart is 
steeled against these robbers, and they are now where the)' 
have put tliousaods^n their agonies ! 

" Ooch, 21at. — Compelled to make a general halt from 
want of provisions. This affects nie little, for as the enemj 
has httle, eud that daily decreasing while miue will in- 
crease, I think he must surrender : however he may maJw! « 
desperate fight. Beja is at Tonge, as 1 suspected, in a 
kind of stone punch-bowl, the only entrance to which is n 
hole. A stream of water runs from the top of the riiiije 
imd must once have filled the bowl, but the water worked a 
passage below, through the entrance hole, wJiere only •Mt 
man can go at a time. To get to the top outside is snid to 
be impossible ; but from the inside easily reached, and die 
refugees there have, as in former wars, tunieil the exit of 
the stream in another direction, fourteen miles from tirt 
entrance hole : besiegers were thus placed in the desert villk> 
out water. This place is celebrated in history. Armin 
have been ruined hero for want of water ; but I have btouglil 
abundant leather water-bags, and all the apparutus for siuli- 
iug wells, and men skilled in this mutter. I can therefcm 
supply more men with water than is needed to 8U>p iti« 
hole ; for if one man only can get in at a time one only caa 
come out, and my mortars may perhops chuck a few shdla 
over the precipice as notices. My grub is not up yet »iiJ 
tlioy may quietly eat theirs inside, but we have capiun'<i 
most of their cattle outside by our rapid mart^h and surpriio 
of Ooch and Shapoor. 

" I would move on Zooree Khushta and Zuranoe, the tva 
perpendicular passes to the eastward, but Jo not like going 
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too fast, &s some check may be sastained and oblige me to 

ictiogade, which would be dishonourable, and there needs 

no haste now : slow and sure goes far in a day. To push 

on a small force might cost lives without necessity, and 

erery life in my camp is as precious as my own, and must 

be taken equal care of. All the young ones want to have a 

fight of course, but they shall not be indulged if it can be 

prerented. There will be none if Beja is in Tonge ; but if 

he has gone to Gundooe he will fight, and well too. Ali 

Moorad ought now to be well on the road to Gundooe : he 

marched the 18th or ought to have done so. 

"Jan. 21st. — Wullee Chandia has done his job well: he 
iell in with a party of sixteen, they fired, but he killed six 
tnd captured 150 goats. I had sent some cavalry to com- 
mnnicate with him, but they had not arrived when his mes- 
senger came away. Tonge was abandoned yesterday by 
Beja; and his men were leaving him to go to Belooch 
Bwn of Lheree, who pretends to be our friend" — Jacobs 
fwoe was between him and Beja s tribes on the west — ** I 
4«efoTe sent Wullee back to Jacob, with orders to handle 
Bdooch Khan roughly, and even send him a prisoner to me. 
I most rasp these fellows well or my inroad will be useless. 

"Ooch, 22nd. — Sent four guns and the cavalry, with the 

<*niel corps under Colonel Geddes, to Zooree Khushta, and 

4e well-diggers followed with four days* provision. I could 

^y have caught Beja Khan, and I can now catch him as 

Be passes by a fiank march across my front; but as he 

JDarcbes with his families it is most probable he would cut 

^ throats if menaced, and I want to avoid such a dread- 

fcl catastrophe ! News comes that Beja is now at Zuranee, 

•nd the Bhoogtees have joined 4iim: if so we shall have 

A fight yet. I at first thought of sending Geddes at once 

igaiost him, but now think it wiser to go leisurely, as it 

till give more time for the women and children to go off to 

their distant places of refuge ; and I shall not risk a repulse 

by being over hasty. It is also as well to be witli my 

1. 3 
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snUMen in a figlit- I am cool, know my work tolorsblr, 
it would not be graceful lo let my troops engage wiihoui 
mc, unless I nm more reijiiireil elsewhere : moreover being 
very ignorant still, both at the posiiioas and renl strength 
of the enemy, it is right lo delay until all hands ore np. 

" Ooch, 23rd. — Ali Moored ought to be up. Hniitcr 
has Brnved with provisions aud tlie eecond Europenns of 
the Company's service, one of the finest body of men 1 
ever saw. I gave them a blow-up for talking under anus, 
and ibey gave me three cheers in return ! Some rain h«^ 
fallen, I hope it will not last, though It may be good hi 
filling our wells. Colonel Qeddes sends word from Zocree 
Kluishta tliBt thero is no enemy ; that the road is heavy satnl. 
ihe water bad, and scarce. I don't mind this : tlie well- 
diggers will soon get it good, it is only bad from a sulpbui 
(nste, and boiling will put oil right. Wljere you find onf 
well you are sure of more ; where one is a hnndred mnj 
be. I was prepared for this and know tliese deserls, 
having had enough of them : hence when they gmmlle mil 
rry out ' wo water ! ' I answer, dit/. When tbey gio»l 
' had.' I say boil : and I will go on, bad or good. Provi- 
sions for sixteen days in hand, and though the animals iii* 
knocked up the worst is over. Plenty of a wild bush which 
L'amcis like much, and there are tufts of clover grass wliich 
serves the horses. Take care Beja I have been an awkvtfd 
customer hitherto. It is your own fault John Robber! ii 
is your own fault I 

" We shiJI probably find the enemy at Zuranee or Gm* 
dooe. Simpson shall therefore move with the Biiudlecuaii 
k-gion up the Teyaga, where the Mugzeea went, so as to y' 
ii) rear of tlio passes in ray front; if be does the rohl>ef* 
will be in a scrape between two fires. So far as himmn 
(Viresiglit goes these robbers are not a maUih for us even m 
cliis opening of their warfare ; yet tbey must Imve believed 
I. hey were or tbey would not wantonly have began it- 
_^^rom the first I reckoned on pushing tfaem into 
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a cattle, furniture, women, children — more helpless then 

I a rtigiilar nnny, being without the resources of one, 

Wandering natinn! Thus the strength of tlieir hills is 

■ned against them, and their active wild endaring habits 

mish. There is, it may be ettid, a risk that ten or twelve 

IDDsand desperate men thus crushed together mny destroy 

r families, and breaking through Uie cordon defent my 

lumcs; but calculating on this as probable, I have, nud 

provide that each of my columns shall be compact, 

rong in all arms and as close together as the nature of 

B country will admit. I will never allow of detachmenis, 

lounirj shall be explored by patrols nud spies only, and 

» positions are aa strong for us as for them in defence. 

pJTen together the tribes will quarrel amongst themselves 

1 fight a desperate action or surrender. Would to God 

jr bad no women and children, it makes me miserable to 

; of tbcir sulferings and danger. I much fear some 

we hid here during the fight in the caves, which abound, 

and have been starved. Seven old people I have collected 

nod sent them on camels to Shapoor, where a Bvud or holy 

man holds a jaghire expressly for the relief of the poor. 

Ue would lose fame if he neglected them, and they are safe 

there. My detestation of war is beyond all description. 

" Ooch, a ith. —Waiting for supplies. Tonge is uot what 

i said to be. it is strong, but guns can go in. This 

lert of sand is full of life. I dropped a bit of butter, and 

I a moment a little animal, an aldermanic insect, was upon 

^Doe, two, three, it is covered! these creatures feed birds, 

s feed men. and men die to feed vegetables, which arc 

kin eaten; the world is one self-consuming, self-creating 

Mil ! So much for matter: but for mind ! The grosser 

lilea belong to matter, they exist for its reproduction. 

y aro wholly material, and have no apparent use except 

( reproduction. It is easy to see so for: but then the 

Eaa of Uie body and the spirit ! There is the insupembtc 

fioulty. unless wo admit that two powers are at strife, the 



228 



LIFE OF CIIAELES JAMES NAPIER. 



evil labouring for matter, tlie good for spirit. Bad inind^ 
whicti seek to give puio belong lo the dark spirit of evil, 
whose very essence ia cruelty: iLose who ublior tlie inBio- 
tioD of pain to eitlicr mind or body of others belong to the 
brilliant spirit of light, ever on the watch to recdvp oni 
adoration ; not from vanity but pure benevolenc«, for uf 
what could siich a being be vain? Merciful spirit of light.' 
I in all this work of war labour to do right in yonr siirht 
and abhor giving pain. Self-defence, and social order, and 
harmony, are of thy own ordination and for Uiem aloned 
1 in war. Yet I feel the vain desire of doing my work 1 
Can 1 without that desire do it well ? 

" Zooree Klmshta, 25ifa,— Arrived here this day with'fl 
whole force, except the legion, which, this day at Pooloi 
will to-morrow enter the Teyaga valley, and the i 
thereof will fly like the wind to Deyrah. My march lo- 
has been long, twenty-one miles through heavy ssnd, tm 
hours, and the camels are knocked up ; however a day's fl 
iloes no harm as it will put Simpson forward two inai 
To-morrow Geddes and M'Murdo shall reconnoitre the | 
in front, but with orders not to fight unless aituckedtfl 
would go myself, hut if, as I expect, tlie barbarians del 
the pass I would not choose them to imi^ine that the E 
.Tung, as ihey onll rae, could be checked in person. If || 
f-top, I shall march on the a7th and instantly attack. 
wavered, or rather delayed, it is very probable the BhoogI 
would say they had defeated mc, and the Murrees mlghla 
found on the top of the pass as enemies instead of friends. 
Such vicissitudes must be calculated on in deoHug with 
these tribes : they only side with us from fear and aeit- 
interest, and as they are very credulous and wish for onr 
defeat, they will readily believe any report however iiilo and 
absurd. They may be ten thousand, but my belief is t 
more than two thousand will be there, and however nu: 
their mettle shall be tried. My force is as good i 
which won Meeonee, and the game fftr belter; £>r iTj 
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^^Ktrd, who shnll sar he will be victorious, I have a wide 

^^Pkn, gnus, Hud a superior cavalry. 

^" " 26ili. — Animals still tired, and we went to get provisions 
up ; there are twelve days' store in camp, but to have less 
than u moDtli in hand I do not like. The necessity of 
secrecy, especially against Biiist and the traitor clique at 
Bombay, prevented ray making sufficient prepRrattoti, and 
we Lave consequently had great difficully. To this may be 
added, that to provision an army in a desert is no joke; we 
are. soldiers aud followers together, not less than twenty 
thousand. However all goes on well ; the surprizes at Ooch 
and Shapoor produced what was wanted, terror, so none of 
our convoys are annoyed. I ahull occupy nearly all the wells 
and am thus ve:cing Beja to the heart. But I do not like 
ihe^e short commons. If there be no fight in the pass M- 
norrow we must hall for supphes. Damn it, why do soldiers 
want to eat! it is as bad for war as being married: yet 
somehow we can't get on without women and sheep. By the 
nay, we find manna in ibo desert! Mosea was a proper 
clover fellow : how he managed to get bread I know not. 

" Zuroneo, 27th. — A dreadful march, twenty-three miles of 
deep heavy eaud; every animal knocked up, but the soldiers 
all splHls, especially the Europeans. The cold braces us 
but kills the poor Sepoys ; it has been trifling, yet three have 
died of it. Mid-day is very hot. Wo have however got 
the two passes of Lallee and Jummuk, one behind the 
other: this is a drawing of the first, with three little speor- 
meu of my army at the entrance. 
It could be turned by a march of 
liiiriy miles, but we went through 1 
without a shot. The other is five 
uiilea off, through a much higher I 
runge, hut not steep and va^U] 
turned. Not being defended bd! 
JfcWBiiMhtuul my camp is betwi.'. j 

M^M|^^k all is right. Sittipsot 
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will be in two daya al the Tomb, nnd the robbers be 
drivea eastwurd. We octupy from Tomb to Zooree Khnshta 
in the pldiii of Mutlar, or Mutb. that ie a line thirty miles 
across the Bboogtee couotry, driving Jnckronees ftud 
Doomkees upon the Bboogtees, who have not niuch to I'W 
and will not like lo have visiters. Barbarians are hot Ir-m- 
pered and jealous, as I have ever observed, and ia my booli 
on Colonization have said tbat we thiuk notbin)? of dnTing 
one tribe back upon another, though they are more jealous 
of such an invasion than civilized nations are : now I lum 
tliis fact to acoount. 

" Several pieces of information convince me that the rob- 
bers are not at Gundooe. 1". As Geddes has found plaity 
of water near the Jummuk pass in our front, there must be 
plenty all along the foot of that high range to U»e east : he 
has also found much grass. 2°. Tracks of many cattle niQ 
east from Geddea' canip. 3". From Gundooe and otiiei 
watering-places there are no roads to Deyrah, but rhere are, 
to use my guide's words. ' Mountiiin palh» Jit /or rohhert 
where your army catmul iju! Now this valley between the 
two ridges seems fertile, and leads to nothing for the mti- 
bors ; for at the upper end it opens into tJie Mooltan wimitrj, 
supposed to be bosliie to thum. This then is a phice to cou- 
ceal their cattle and famihes ; and they think we shall naW- 
rally march on Deymb, and intent upon the pass in front be 
too happy to find it open as the imly one leading to Dernt. 
Not so robber, I shall to-morrow pitch my camp at the fwt 
of the high range, the top being already occupied by an 
advanced guard ; next morning, instead of moving upou 
Deyrah, we will follow your cattle tracks eastward, betwMB 
the two ridges. Meanwhile tlie camel corps shall move nlon^ 
the top of the high range to intercept your fiigitives making 
for Deyrah : and the cavalry sliall skirt aouih of the lo'i" 
ridge along the plain of Muth, to out you off on rJial side. 
ButuU my calculations may prove erroneuna; probably w^ 
fur how can regular troops catch robbers among mounwi'*' 
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deserta ? That I hnve done so much is more surprizing 
tbftt no more cnn be done. 
January astb. — I am quite throngh the first pass, and 
a ilcvil of a one it is. My posiuon between the two passes 
ia very dnng'srous, but I know my enemy, and hold both 
defiles. I sent a eoswd to Simpson to tell him he may push 
us the passes are mine and no enemy iu front; and I 
ie myself eastward up the valley with four troopers; nn 
rkward ride amongst rocks where matchlocks might have 
played. We saw nothing, hut on iiiming heard shouts and 
come on ! come on ! then dashing at speed we gained the top 
of tlic high range : from thence I saw two lights, before 
seen nl night; one seems to me to be Ah Moorad's camp, 
the other nn enemy's picquet. I am too old for war, my 
health fails me; there is I suspect water on the chest, a 
morlnl disease, but I am ready when God pleases. 

" 30th,^Runiiual«d oU day. Yesterday made another 

murclj in force up the valley eastward, suspecting the enemy 

■ ro tliere ; we found cattle tracks and a murdered uamp- 

; .Ilower : poor fellow he had gone a mile beyond our posts 

cat grass and was killed. Many more will be so, for 

orders or example prevents these men wandering. 

urdo's liorsekeeper, coming through the Lailee pass, 

also murdered. MaMurdo had. just before passed ! My 

ill was about five miles and pi-oved my conjectures were 

came upon the site of a large camp, not less than 

thousand people. There were fires still smouldering, 

two cujavas or camel litters for women ; many mats 

which mark that chiefs were there: they had seen our 

rh from their rucks. 

I' From Poolagpe and Tonge run, nearly to the Indus, 

rocky ranges, walls they may be called, and I am 

recR tliem. The lowest, on the south, is of sandstone 

rising from SO to 1.^0 feet perpendicularly, and through 

wall the first entrance from Zuranee is through the Lai- 
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lee pusa, and tlien llirough the Jumiauk to Deyrali;] 
Bhoogt«es filiould hnve defended both. 

" In ray innrcb up the vnlley, between tbe ridgea, I a 
at another enirnnce through the sandslono wall, namely flw 
Giintlooe pass about six miles eastwnrd of the Lallee. Id 
this situation I am anxiously looking for Simpsoo'e arrival 
atDeyrah: for hia march, being beyond the second range, 
is very important, as my object is, not lo defeat only but to 
destroy the robbers: I do not meac kill them, but to root 
them entirely out of their rocks. Their wanton murders of 
the two poor followers has provoked everybody, and tliey will 
get no quarter from the soldiers ; I will do my best to have 
prisoners taken, but I fear it cannot be done where ono side 
is so atrocious. This is not defence of country : tbey first 
invaded us and murdered evei^body, the right is with ^^^ 
but slill my boat shall be done to save them, not out of j^H 
but from prineiple : their ferocity destroys pity. ^^H 

" Well, I chew the cud very much, and it has come flUB 
my bead that we must have left men behind us in ihe IiillS; 
for some of our people have been killed on the liiiu of com- 
munication. Wherefore, three hundred infantry aliall try 
back, and a squadron of cavalry akirt the ridge along the 
plain, searching : both to meet at Tonge. I offered tliis 
command to '" • * ■ *. but he had been infected wiUl 
camp nonsense. ' Oh we can never catch these JeUi 
Our two surprizes of tlie- robbers surprized these tolkei^ 
still many hold this tone; and so I cut * 
saying, 1 see you have no confidence and a man shall fl 
maud who has: — get your corps ready. I sent John Nd 
who bus zeal and spirit and head ; very likely nothing B 
he found but I will have my own way. The more wrong 
everybody thinks me, the more resolved am I to carry bio 
eficcl my own opinions. I do not form tljora on light 
grounds, so to-night Jack marches, resolved to du all 
he can to succeed : it will give him the habit of couimunl 
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' come from Simpson who is only 



tn a ni^lit march.— 
one forced march c 

" Jftnunry 81 st. — Jack has come back: he saw no robbers 
but has brought in two thousand head of cattle, which is as 
good, it starves them. This proves that there were lurkiug 
bftildB behind us, and that all their cattle could nut have 
been curried off. We have now taken six thousand catile 
Kod a vast quantity of grain : I aiu a good robber at all 
erents. I have sent McMnrdo with a troop of cavalry to 
It Simpson at Deyrah, where they have probably laid up 
for the winter ; thus I go on quietly but un- 
lingly, and with hopes of another Ooch. A crippling' 
blow at the Bhoogtees will secure tlie Murrecs, to which 1 
attach much importance ; bat the war is a very difficult one, 
«ad to win it will make me very glad. By winning I mean 
as to produce permanent tranquillity on the western 
itier of Scinde ; for then with a clear conscience I may 
that my conquest is complete, and happiness witii 
freedom snbsiitai^d for wretchedness and slavery. 

" February I st. — All sorts of bother with General Hunter. 
He is a good-natured excellent man but has no system as a 
[ier, and puts tilings into confusion. Yet one cannot he 
ood soldier in his way and I like him much. 
rascally camel men, to the tune of DOO, have refused to 
bring up provisions past Sbapoor, and I am fairly put to uiy 
inunps. Well, exertion must augment: I will use the 
i-amel coq)s and dismount half the cavalry if need be; I 
will eat Red Rover sooner than flinch bcfoie these robber 
tribes: my people murmur but ihey only make my foot go 
deeper iuto the ground. We will advance somehow when 
I have fortified the pass of Lallee, for that is the key of our 
operoliona. While ihat pass is held I can enter tlie hills 
and come out again at pleasure, can oomraunicate with my 
onvAry, and receive my convoys safely : my position is 
ihorofore aai'e, but very critical, and a single bluudur may 
cuuse failure. I am now on a line across all the Doomkee 
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"February 4lh. — Tiie FuruiSing of Lullee pass gel 
on : ii will tsecure my commuQicaiions and prooure cameU 
for me. Yes! Camels! for I Lave loid tlie Khna of 
Klielftt thai I meuu to stay nl Deyrali six inonllis, aoiI Uir 
vakeel lias seen Uie Laliee works and will isotUirm tlii; 
belief: betio'b, seeing ibey cannot gel rid of me tliey will be 
lerrified, and my demands for camels will be attended l«. 
Ti will hIbo faciliuiie BeJBS surrender, for be never dreamed 
of my sticking in tbis pass, like a bone in his throat. TW 
lurking rascals killed a poor came! man auO yards in roar of 
my tent last night; but one of our puUuIs caught five of 
tbem in a nuUnb and shot tbree, tlio others escaped 
wounded. The cumel miin's comrade bad his arm cut off; 
the weapon went tliruugb both bones and entered his side : 
the Belooch sword is terrible. I am bringing up 300 
cavalry from the south plain, to enable Simpson to ruvngn 
the plain of Deyrah: he has reached tliat place. Mean- 
while Fitzgerald is gone with the camel corps for a niglil 
attack on Tallar, where some rubbers are ; be will tlten con- 
tinue his march on Shapoor to bring up suppbes. 

" Malet writes that Ali Moorad says he is sure of Bqo. 
I am not, just because bis boastiug highness says he is. 
I would not believe a barbarian h word, except when knocked 
out of bis mouth by such a kick as would make hidf Ids 
tongue come forth with the sentence. No ! no ! dear Ali 
Moorad ! YeBlerday you asked six days to get an answer, 
you got these six, and now yon ask eight I Wherefore I shidl 
urge my march upon your friend two days sooner, which is 
as ' remarkable as * the Planxty Step that cast tke matker 
a crown' These two more days to settle a plain question 
looks Bs if Ah was secretly giving Beja provisions. 1 will 
look sharp, and if he is detected I will pull Midet and John 
Curling out of his camp, and send a volley of grape sllot 
iuto his tent in exchange. This danger has just ocourrwl 
to my miud. I will keep cavalry in bis frunl, yet doubt 
^.8uch a prank. Jupiter Ainmun ! \i he ^vt». ' 
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blow him and his myrmidons to nComs. He dares not ! 
Wl, I will keep Lim in such a position lliat he cannot 
ipe me if false. 

Febroary Oih. — Waiting for provisions, this delay is 

Simpson in the dismals, so nm T, but that won't feed 

_ Twelve days* supply has come up, and on the Slh I 

win abandon these passes and skirt ttie hills by tlje plnin of 

Muth until we rench Dooz Kiislita, from whence n good 

road it is said leads to Deyrali : cutting thns the puss 

ther I save a cavalrj- post, have 200 more horsemen at 

iposiil, and no defile in my rear. 

February 7th. — March to-morrow. My line across 

territory must bo preserved, but I could not sooner 

;e this move from want of prog; nor had I knowledge 

of the route in advance of Deyrah towards which I 

advancing. It is said the robbers are absolutely starv- 

imd ready to give up ; but they are so tricky that my 

lUi is withheld until the thing is done. If it is true it 

will terminate a war, tlian which a more difficult one cannot 

well be. I shall then take ray work easy, and spare my 

declining health. I am weak and unable to stand long, 

great cares weigh me down. 

8th. — Marched for Sebree and Hassed, and past Ali Moo- 
's wild camp. He entreats me not to advance, as it will 
firighten the chiefs and make them disperse ; my consent to 
halt until Uie ]4th has therefore been given. Is this rightV 
Ud one side there is hope of a glorious bloodless termination ; 
"ti the other danger of some scheme to gain time : but even 
tlien I am as strong as ever, and somelhing must be risked 
save blood. At Sebree I will wail. 

Yesterday evening our dak and a sergeant with 
e inen wore cut off, and six men killed. My belief is 
Ali Moorad's Boordees did this, because tlie killed men 
of the Oih Irregular Cavalry who killed many Boordees 
^oKenzte'8 action. At the time this news came McMurdo 
in a dungurouB direction with only twel 
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wberefore I galloped with my escort to Ims oii]. We met no 
of his men, one having a Uorse woiindi-<l. McMurdo bad 
ultackod a small party, wliiuh tied, bat wlieti reluroing wilb 
i^npCured cattle tbruugli llie jihss he tvtis assailed by u 
luatcblock fire from the rocks. He retired nnd iLus drew 
the enemy towtirds hijn on lovf but ruiigb gronnil. and was 
jii3l going to cbnrge when unotber band came op io his rev: 
then bo made a Hunk moTemeDt iind tbo biiDila joiDBd; 
wherenpon be charged, seized the pasa, sent the men wo met 
to Bei'k aid, and ordered two utbcre to drive the luMly 
llirougli, wbile be aguin cbnrgod, drove the uneiny bach and 
came off safely. This affair waa very gnli&nt, tutd the sucmm 
entirely owing to MoMurdo's intiupidity ; for on the first 
discbarge hh men flew nbont frigbtenetl, and be was going 
to aboot one, but finally tliey rallied and behaved ndiainU'lr: 
tliey were men of my Scinde Horse escorL Tiie cattle tbey 
brought in sold higb, and I gave them the money." 

Here, wliile awaiting the result of Ali Moorad'a negoaV 
lious, which finally failed and produced a new aysitm 0/ 
operations, tlie general gave Lord Ellonborougb tbe follow- 
ing review of all that bad passed, which, though neceswnlj 
repeating some facts, puts the whole operation in Bucli < 
clear bght, and adds au niauy interesting particulars, lli^^ 
compressed extracts will be woU introduced: estraote uol^ 
however, for it ranged over tbe whole policy of Scinde U<> 
India, and waa a most remarkable document. 

"Lord Elleiibnrougii. Febnmry 8th, Sebree-— Oa tin 
I3tb of JiiiJitary my campaign opened. I had a week before 
taken advantage of the sickness in the 78th to write a bUiir 
to tbe Kbnu of Klielat, saying my iivops were too sicklf W 
take tbe field till next cold HetttHiu : but the hill men sbiw 
not escape, hs WulloeCbandia and Ali Mnorad would atHK^ 
against titeni. Tbis letter I caused to fall inlu Brja'abaiids- 
and knowing he had friends in the Kbchtt durbar, wiit 1 
duplicate there tbol Bejn might have the same story l*" 
ways ; tbe Uiuk succeeded. WiiUee Chondia vceut sb**^ 
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kini Foolagee, Jticob fullowed by forced marches and 
kohed Uujua tbo some moment that I reached Khaiigur. 
it I fouud tuauy of Jacob's horses had died of fatigue aud 
n>t, aud so, haviDg nutice tliuC the enemy oecupied Sha- 
', it entervd my head ihiil if Wullee was inie bo would 
night uUauU Poolagee ; itnd Jacob, uo longer able lo 
I that plaeo In time, might be sent nguiust Siiupoor 
»id of my marching there myself. The eutimy would 
I driven eastward, while I moved upon Uocii, a 
ering-pltiue in the desLTt. 

"Well, ]f Wullee entered Poolagee and Jacob assailed 
Mpour, it folluwed, thai unless Jacob was beaten tbe 
B)y would fly lo the nearest watering- place eastward, tliaC 
[I Oocb, whicli WI18 forty miles off aud there was no road, 
L being loosu uund and after a sbower tbe best guide is 
: neveribeloBs in balf an hour after reachiug Khangur 
1 Salter started with cavalry aiid guns to Ooch; and 
' orders went Lo Jacob lu ntlack Shupoor ibut night. 
Salter had nut been gone an hour when intelligence come 
that many chiefs and a strong foree were at Oouh ; wliere- 
Upou, fe&riug Sailer being overpowered I sel off iifler him 
I two guns and '400 cavalry though they hud already 
esixtcen miles: however we made tbe uddiliomd march 
Bibrty milcii Just before daybreak. J3eJiig a little lircd 
1 riding and incessant thought from daNbrnik on the 
I till duybroak on ibe IClb, I fell asleep on my horuo 
1 WBS awaked by his stopping: then I fouud thiit the 
iDced guaitl, with which I was, saw hghts nm jiir off, but 
1 wft looked for the cavalry and guns they were lost ! 
I very awkward, for we were but Gliy min in u 
;, close to a numerous enemy. Still we hojied lo find 
Day broke, McMurdo rode to the top of a suud 
f sad returned to me, saying he saw llelooulices firing in 
f plain bolow. I drew up our hiimirul of troopers, in 
) pluck it must be confessed I had not much coufi- 
f would atiidt by ti» 'tab«b»' of Haa 
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staff. Having removed out of matchlock fire from the 
clttf ve awaited adventures, and at tliat instant our emint 
guns and main body came round anoilier hillot-k of sand.' lo 
my no small satisfaction, for fifty tia'd mpu and horses were 
not in a state to give battle to mnay hautlreds of good 
swordsmen quite fresh. 

" Officers were instantly sent out to osoertain wliat the 
shooting before us was, and they found it was from Suiter's 
force. He had gallantly engaged and defeated the enemy 
in tlie night, and the firing was between his videtl«8 anil 
single robbers, who were lurking about to get back their 
cattle. He bad captured more ibon three thousand, and 
double that number would have been taken but for llic 
fatigue of this very rare march with guns over a sandy 
desert ! Soon a horseman came nt speed to say Shapoor 
had also been surprized. My letter had deceived them ai 
both places; they thought when they saw our men comiug 
on that they were the Chandikns, and fought until tbs 
vigour of the attack told them who they had to deal 
immediately remounted and reached Shapoor tbni 
tired enough : I thought I should never wake again. 

"After a few days my infantry came up, and I tlioo^ 
that by pushing the cavalry to Lheree and Poolngt^e, on the 
west, the tribes would be enclosed in their hills and driven 
eastwards as 1 wished : but instead of moving up the Teya(,'8 
valley to the most northern of their hilla, which were menaced 
by their enemies the Murreea, they moved south of all, alimg 
the edge of the desert. When I found ihey had abandoned 
Tonge I marched by Ooch and Zooree-Khushta : tlie infantry 
of the Bundlecund Legion were coming up, bat I uould 
wait and left orders i'or them to proceed under C 
Simpson to Poolagee, turn there and move eastward 
valley of the Teyaga, while I forced the pass of La 
frtmt of Zuranee. That pass was abandoned to m 
also the Juramuk pass beyond it. My com-ietiun the 
_aad now I am sure of ii, that the enemy thought I 
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lieedlessly tbread both passes lo join Simpson and murcli 
upon Deyrali, when he would have seized those passes with 
five or aix thousand men and cut mo off from my magazines, 
and cavalry. I might have regained them by force, but if I 
failed all my infantry would be lost. 

"My plan was however not to fight, but to Btai-ve the 
tribe.i by occupying lines across their country which they 
coald not force : hence my camp was at once fixed between 
ihe passes und occupying botli, and in this camp we halted 
undl we had gatliered above 6000 head of caule altogether. 
I then moved in advance, but dui-ing my halt two things of 
importADce had occurred. First our camel men, hired at 
Shiknrpoor, took fright when we entered the passes and 
deserted with five hundred camels: the government camels 
were then nearly exhausted, my supplies were thus stopped, 
and there was little in camp from the rapidity of our pre- 
vious marches ! Amongst many expedients to remedy this 
hwvy blow I diamomited half the camel coqis, and in one 
mnrch Fitzgerald brought up 44,000 lbs. of flour from 
^hupoor! I am still in great difficulty, but have taken 
vi,Tj active measures to relieve myself. Twelve days' pro- 
TiaioQs are still In ctimp, and more coming up, and there is 
M weeks' snpply at Shapoor, which on emergency can be 
linttight up by dismounting half tlie cavalry and the camel 
Ritps : at the worst two forced marches would take ma to 
%^oor, but my expectation is to get GOO camels from 
Otdnr. 

"The second occurrence was that four chiefs, viz. Bejn 
Khan Doomkee ; Deriah Khan Jackranee ; Islam Khan 
'Ihoogtee, and another great hill chief little known, called 
A!i Sha Klioso, have sent terms lo ask for surrender. This is 
^"'■ry opportune ; my own camels ore foiling, and Uie enemy 
'»fis betn allowed, contrary to the pretended orders of the 
-Nlt'olton govemment, to enter the Mooltan territorj'. This 
'tjikcs mo feel now very generously inclined lo do what 
ices I might refuse. Siill I do i 
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inclined to treat tlicse men. nocordiDg to tbeir own fc 
ratlter than mine. Robbers tlie^ are, but have beea mftde 
so by circumstances, and had I been a Doomkee I aliould 
hnvc been aa great a robber as IJeja Kbon ! My offer to 
bitn tlierefore bas been, to lay down bis arms at ilie head of 
his tribe in my camp, and then live in Ali Moorud's terri- 
tory on the left of the Indus in quietude. To the Jackra- 
necs I hAve offered gronnd in our t«rrilory, also on fbe Irft 
btink ; but if they won't go, extermination ! To the Bhoog- 
I«^, to swear on the Koran and write what Uipy swenr 
therein, never again to plunder our frontier, and to acknow- 
ledge allegiance to the Khan of Khelat : I think their chief 
will send his son as hostage to Ali Moorad. This was pro- 
posed by Ali with some object not clear to me, so I refusoi! 
lo notice it ; but I hear the Bhoogtec will refuse fealty to 
the Khan, in which case hfl slinll be excused if be sends hi* 
son as a hostage. Vet, if the Khan sends me 600 cameU 1 
will make Islam Bhooglee bow before bim. 

" The Murrees have not acted against me, but have not 
belprd as ibey promised. They shall therefore ^ve ilp Af 
fixir guns tfaey took from Clarke nnd Clibbom and hm 
put ap in R mostjae ns trophies. I have now turned llniir 
strt>ng defiles of Noofusk and Sartoof, and we commsod i 
gwHl cannoD road from Dcyrab to Kalmn. their capital; llicy 
an- thereftHV in dreadful alann. and have sent ilieir wooeo 
tanr miles to tbe northward. My new line across lb« 
Bhoogtec rotintiT is in the sketch I send, and there ii * 
mitrk halfway betwwn Uiis place and Deyrah, where tiro 
hundrvtl CATalrr will be oo the IStfa with orders to scour 
tho^ Tnlleys : tliis day also, fi>nr compatiies, sent toward' 
that piiint t»' scour the ravines between tts. hare killni fi«" 
robbcn uid bmnght in fiOO cattla. Foiir other conipiuii<c 
^ to-morrow to »cour the rocks and rallvra between llii* 
cuup a»d Huuier's, for I \th trim with a detachment in tb> 
pw*^ Meanwhilo til tbe tribes in front are sntfeniif 
fimtD Mting only SeA, tot Ibeir givtD depots wore csptoRi 
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Lbere«, Foolagee, Sbapoor and Oocli : it is a war iu all 
vays detestable, but my Lope is to eud it with less blood- 
sited than could be expected. We htive lost but one ofGcer, 
Aiim Kliftti of the 6lh Cavalry, a verj- noble soldier. Ilia 
dtiatb was very fine. He bad been mortally wounded in 
Salter's clinrge, aud beariog of his state I went to see the 
dying soldier und tried to give liim hopes. General, 
aaid the hero, I am. easy, I have done my duty, I am a 
soldier and if fate demands my life I cannot die better. 
Your visit to me is a great honour. He was perfectly com- 
posed and fearless, and his death took place almost imme- 
diately; an affecting and a glorious one, but it tries the 
of a commander to see such men expire. Accursed be 
nrlio, in the House of Commons, accused me of mur- 
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"All Moorad is positive tbst one thousand Doomkeeswill 
Uy down tbeir arms on the 14th, and the general opinion is 
su amongst all ranks. Hon these general opinions arise in 
» camp cannot be said, but they are generally correct in the 
mail) ; if so here, my return to Scinde shall be mpid to 
imt an end to e.\pence. Napoleon says that war amongst 
deserts is the most difficult of any; and really it is exceed- 
ingly cm barrassing. To get supplies is dif&cult; to move 
il difficult; to find a road is difficult : in short it is a chain 
uf diAiculties lliat no other country presents; and we have 
bert the agreeable addition of mountains and rocks, alt 
Hfltiti utd wild, and full of passes: desert behind, rocks 
Itfbre! Well, it teaobi's a man his trade, though with me 
too late, for I grow perceptibly weiJier, priuoipally from 
Wnme anxiety lest I should blunder. 

"Since your lordship left India I have had to endure 
Biueh pttty annoyance from Sir G. Arthur's government, 
nd bat for Sir 11. Hiudinge should have had a great deal 
Qi'>re. I am sure that if any otlier person had succeeded 
vnti I should have been driven out of Scinde by the Bom- 
liuy people. All Moorad behaves very wcU. He at &m 
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tiled, of course, to upset me with Hardinge. He nosfihiid 
lie vould apset all jour lordship's men, but was sadly taken 
aback to find his secret vakeel was sent nwny from Calcatta. 
He lias a fine body nf troops here, and the people sent to 
trace the slayers of the dak party free his men from blame. 
These Vugijeet, so they are called, are very clever, ihej will 
trace footsteps for days with certainty. 

" I am puzzled how to treat the Khan of Khclat. Brown 
tells me he is a handsome youDg man, with the most en- 
gaging dignified manners. He said. You killed ray failia 
and took all my treasure, therefore I am weak and my sir- 
dars do as they please. He is in fact a prisoner, and if I 
give him monev he will be a milch cow : no good con come 
of thai. My wish is to pay for him a body uf troops witl 
English ofBcers for a certain number of years : his revenue 
will then be large, for the rich countries about Bngh, Llic- 
roe, and Gundava, now laid waste by the robber tribes, will 
when the latter plundering eonfedemtion is broken up by my 
present enterprise become one sheet of cultivation. I hiifo 
frightened his sirdars ; his vizier's brother plnyed tricks vaA 
got lliis warning. ' In six weeks I can and will take nny mao 
that offends me between this and Candahar, hence if yo«J 
Mohnmed Ameer do not behave well you shall be hanged a. 
your friend Nowbut was, even though you fled to Bokanw— ' 
The effect was that the Khan himself, who had hitherto kef** 
iiloof, offered to meet me whenever it was my pleasure t*^ 
appoint; and he added all sorts of offers to co-operti^* 
against his rebel subjects in these hills." 

This letter, whioh in its extent embmced i 
variety of subjects, political and military, and grasped d 
whole government of India, was certainly a remarkable n*" 
Stance of mental vigour, being written in camp in the midi^c 
of very perplexing and vexing negociatioos demanding tb*) 
nicest judgment. It was written also under the pressurt of 
sickness, fatigue, and age overtasked. Yet he is (bund »t 

t time soliciting the Jam of Seila for fruit tnX^^J 
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it Dt Karrachee, and strange ta say, composing doggrel 
les upon fieja Efaan, which, though of no poetical value, 
icas verve and point enough to shew Lis mastery of mind 
vivacity amidst the difBoulties and dangers o! his posi- 
. Wrillen when expecting Beja to come down on hia 
^t they expressed also that fierceness of spirit which 
'liim 80 terrible in hattle, against his milder nature. 
" Come on aloul Bcja, lo the alrife ! 

Kor you nar I will spare a lire 1 

UnhoDODred war I of mercy reft. 

And hopes aloDe id rictorj 1«ft t 

Bubuiaiu, vhom no pity ties. 

The vicWr kilte, the bMten dSea I 

So be It B^a I Staod or run, 

We dum't both see the selliDg aun I 

Ifyuu beat me. acarpae I'll lie > 

If I take j'ou, I'll hang rou high ! 

Fur you, shall he no burial titea 

SniDging in air you'll feed the kites ! 

lieelno less poetical than merciful! However, I really 
• niesu to hang Beja if he plnya foul." 
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The negocialions with the chiefs only h'd to t 
operations, more difficult and dangerous than those alreajr 
executed ; yet the first port had been very reniarkiihle. The 
mareheB across the desart to surprize the enemy would aloai 
huve won the applause of a nation, if ibe general had no' 
been ohnoxious to faction: and the hardiness and spirit of 
the soldiers were astonishing. .Tncob's column marched fifty 
miles, Salter's forty milee, through deep sand ; and througii 
that sand also worked for forty miles a body of the ScinJe 
police under Lieutenant Smallpage. so entirely had they been 
imbued with the highest military qualities ; bo pushed if 
ward also in the cause of civilization, for these men M 
been brought up as robbers themselves. Tho Reneml's "W 
column marched fifty-six miles; he was in the saddle for 
thirty hours, the last two iu a riolent land stonn of tlio 
most oppressive nature. Less hardihood, leas miliuij 
genius, has in other limes called forth the orator's buminS 
words and a nation's gratitude: but when was faction nny* 
thing hut base ? 

" .Tournal- — While awaiting the result of tho nogociatioi" 
I will explain the cause of my halt for teu days between ths 
Juromuk and Lnllee passes. Tho terrible robber tribes w 
Doomkeea, Bboogtees and Jackrnuees were feared in all ll^* 
surrounding countries, and bad been so for centuries; b"' 
they were not on good terms with the Sikhs, and ray hop* 
was, that my own request and the demand of the politic*' 
agent at Lahore, Major Broadfoot, made i 
the Lahore government should preserve neutrality t 
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■Btuai. Moreover the entrnace of thousands of these 
ibere into the Sikh territories, pursued by a British army, 
il B thing for tim Sikh inhnbitaitts to fear, and therefore 
Iwlieved they would oppose it. 

HsJam Khan baa married a daughter of the Keytrian, 
Ujee Khan, whose territory is northwards, touoliing the 
bollnn IVoiitier, and Hadjoo told Islam he would receive 
M if in distrese but not his tribe. Of courae, with this 
W of tlie British, he would not reuoive the other two 
pes, and hence my convielion was tbat they could not 
iftpe mei this Teconciled me to halting, but want of 
■naions vas llie cause : arrangemcats had been niiido 
Hbrm a principal niagiizine at Shapoor, and to forward 
■pliee from theuce to the active Golumns. The first 
■vuys rapidly followed up the more rapid marches of 

■ troops to Shapoor, and that niQguzine was well stored 
lltHO moDtbs when we moved to the Laliee and Jum- 
K passes. But suddenly the robbers shewed themselves 
I'oui line of convoys, and Beja sent threatening messages 
llh« coutractorti and camel drivers, causing a panic in the 
m, wliioh waa atigmenled by a belief tliut tlie army was 

■ to bo defoated is the hills. General and troops il was 
I would be destroyed; Shikorpoor would he plundered, 
Hrengeanoe fall on all who had assisted in the war against 
HEIioq : and this belief was also industriously iuculualed 
^mt Bombay clique uud tlie newspaper. The coutractors 
^B not then fulfil their contracts, saying they could not 
^Htuels ; the camel men refused to enter the hills, saving 
^^Uiired not: the officer commandiug at Shikorpoor 
^^L(I tliem, and held out promibos of greater gain, hut 
^^^ and in one night uU tbe camel men went olT with 
^^^tinnls, just when the rapid marches bad outstripped 
^^1 tlius all was slopped ! 

^^His not well able to see a way through tliis difficulty : 
^^^Uuugers were. 1°. Checking my rapidity of upcra- 
^^^Bwluch uU my previous preparations bad been made. 
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2°. This check would induce surrountliug nations to 
tlie British hnd agoin failed, as tJiey had before done in tlie 
hills at Seebee, at MooBtung, nt Noofusk, at Sartoof, and at 
Kbftheree : for six hundred years it was said no force had 
entered the bills and returned unscatiied. nnd tlie iribt* 
being thus unconquered were hy all Asiatic nations deemed 
UD conquerable. 3°. This opinion might easily turn the 
Murrees and the troops of Kbelat against us ; and Uieu 
a finme of vm would have been kindled in all the hill 
ranges, for the Cabool massncre was a source of pride will) 
these nations : there was a burning zeal to repeat it, luid 
firom ail the mountain tops keen eyes were bent upon tlif 
British force. This danger did not alarm me, I knew mj 
troops too well, nnd was forearmed against it as a probabii: 
ooeurrence; hut my object and hope was to attain suc-ess 
without bloodshed. 

" Worse than ibis check however was to be apprehendisii. 
It might be necessary to go back even to Shnpoor for »ub- 
tenance, and there is no saying what misfortunes wntit 
of carriage will entail on an Indian army: success maybe 
within its grasp and yet he lost in a moment. Had 1 re- 
treated, a shout of victory would have pealed along tbo 
Cutchee Hills to Seebee, would have reverberated in the 
Boiau rocks and echoed along the Hala rtmgc to Sehwan; 
— and then a wild storm of swords shields and matchlocks 
would have swept the plains. Again; if the spies ani if 
aeived about the Keytrian chief's refusal to receive the liilM 
the line of operations would have been much leugthMiedi 
and with little time for action, which from the heat caimot 
be maintained beyond the 1st of April in tho desert. Mj 
troops are fiill of figlit, but young ; and when did joong 
soldiers like baiting and half rations? The camp gwesip 
also was bad. Btya Khan could not be eausfhl; l^ 
thing ica» impomiihl^. And truly llie rocky peases anil 
strongholds presented by the defiles furnished excuses foi 
»ach lunguage. But my great fear was, ibnl doi 
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Bfijrits as to what appeared a wildgaose chase might pro- 
duce fiickcess: some coses did occur. A last, ihough 
least source uf disquietude, was the swarming of the 
rubbers round the camp in small bauds, killing stragglers. 
Against all these e^ils I made head as I could, resolving 
Dot to retreat happen vfhat would until the last gasp : 
when every advantage was gained it would hare been hard 
[u foil merely from want of carnage ; a thing that ought 
never to tiappon, and never would with on Indian army if a 
baggage i^rps such as I have projected were estabhshcd in 
every presidency. I am now awaiting events. 

" 4tli of February- — Can there he treason going on 7 Are 
they getting a force from MooUan ? If so we shall thrash 
them, for I have 800 European infantry, 500 Sepoys, 10 
guns, COO cavalry here, and 1000 more at Shapoor in 
reserve. No ! Tlierc can he no treason ; but if there be 

1 trill make another Meeanee. Ali Moorad must he an 
absolate idiot if he is a traitor ; if he is staunoli Lis two 
thousand men are of my army : my opinion is that the 
enemy has some intrigue with the Mooltan people for 
leave to go into their territory, and if refused they will 
euiTeadcr. 

■• l2tU. — Ali Moorad still confident that Beja will sur- 
render. I took out the troops to-day and studied my 
ground. It will do: should twE<nty thousand attack me. 
We shall beat tbem ! So come on Beja ! 

'■ Feb. i;3tb. — Hunter's camp has joined mine from the 
puses, and Simpson is in a strong post at Deyrah. 

2 o'clock. The chiefs arc coming, and have sent their kins- 
to feel the way nl Ali Moorad's camp. Now if I give 

as I ouglit, ID cut their throats the chiefs will decline 
lor nltentions, but if received decently the grandees 
will follow. The kinsmen have done their bidding, and niy 
answer was. Come all together oi not at all. Give us one 
iltfitiUga, Not an hour 1 to-morrow I maich, and morcy 
with my heavy baggage to Shapoor. 
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"]Jtb. — Tbe kinsmen sb^ the chiefe did nnt iindt 
they vere to come in persoDally, and hHve gone bark to uU 
tbem. However my word sboli be kept, and to-morrow I 
«ill maicb in pursuance of it lo Dotixf Kunhta, tbe most 
eastern entrance to tlieir rocks: 1 have given tjiem a longer 
day tboQgb. as the kinsmen ^ay the distance would pn4>lDde 
their appearing sooner. If I could asoertiun exactly vliere 
ihey are, I would this night surprize them instead of giving 
more law. 

" 15lh. — Still here. The kinsmen were ready to surrender 
in the names of their chiefs, hut were by me flatly refiiaed. 
This put tbem in terror and tliey are gone off, hot with mj 
promise to wait unul the 1 !)th at Bouze Ktishta, beiraasf 
I heard that Beja was sick, and that his wife was dmd. aod 
I would not press on bis affliction. My word that leilh 
God'x hIeMinff I would march this day has however hum 
kept : for God would not let me mnrcli ns I intended : soil) 
heavy rain fell that onr tents could not be cBrrind, and per 
force we remain here to-day and to-morrow. Of this I im 
glad, for it will fncihtate the surrender of the chiefs. Thm 
why did I not order a halt ? Because, if my promise w 
march had been voluntarily broken there would have boon no 
end to the barbarians' tricks and negociations. TbCT itnnl'' 
have painted pictures in their vivid Eastern tma^nalioD!; 
such as that I could not march from want of camels, or»l 
provisions, or an order from the govern or- general, or Lli»t Ali 
Moorad overruled me, and so talked themselves into luai[i' 
resistance. Ali Moorad has said he also will march loPoui* 
Kushtn, despite of my orders lo the contriu-y: he has V 
got a letter that will, it ia hoped, make him comprelicDd wW 
is master here. His delay in ;noving on Gandooe when ' 
was at Zuraneo, enabled the cliicfs lo escape eastwnnl wi'' 
their families, and so prolonged the contest. He nov p^' 
tends to cross my march and interfere with my operniioDS- 
If he does not obey and is found encamped by the watf."' 
Douze Kiisbta, a six-pound shot shall go through biateo'' 
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for a word and a blow is mv rule with barbarians, and I 
insist on gratitude for not following their own custom and 
striking the blow first. 

"February IGth. — Last evening we were again gasping 
for water, when down came from the hills, through the middle 
of our camp, a river some sixty yards broad and two feet 
Jeep I I expected this Fiumnra, knowing them of old in 
Portugal, Spain, Italy and Greece. The soldiers were de- 
lighted, and a miracle could have been made of this by 
ndiDg towards the mountain awaiting the torrent, and then 
galloping back at the head of the ixishiug stream from the 
pass! How many phenomena there are in this country ad- 
mitting of a miraculous gloss ! In the desert, Ali Bey, my 
orderly, brought me a handful of manna, saying, Look sir, 
this is a miracle, it is on the bushes, it is food ! it comes 
from God ! Down from Heaven ! Ali was quite right : it 
does come from God, it is food and it is a miracle — but one 
that God works all the days of the year. All that comes to 
feed man is miraculous; reading and writing are miraculous; 
It IS a miracle that we are bom, one Uiat we live, one 
that we die. Whence we come we know not; what we 
io we know not ; what is around us we know not. Merciful 
God ! what are we ? 

"Bat we have a part to perform in this drama! yes ! so 
has the bug that bites us ! Which has the most important 
part of the two ? We both act by the direction of our na 
tQie, and who shall presume to decide ? the bug may pro- 
dace a sleepless night for the body, and to the ingenious 
mind thus kept wakeful some (preat invention may occur. 
Who is the originator ? The bug which sucks blood, or the 
man who unwilUngly lies awake under the operation of bug 
grazing. Tet the invention may overturn the order of 
things, perhaps enable us to reach the moon ! Oh! vain and 
miserable man ! Take a beautiful horse and place it along- 
side of a fat red-nosed bumboat woman of Portsmouth : 
woman is divine ! but if this be our divinity what is her 
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adorer, mna? Is not tlie beautiful horse at Iier side 
divioe ? more beaiiufiil, more clean, more geDtlo, more inni 
cent ? Look at the elegantly- formed gnnt tlint 6tings het: 
he not more dmne with his light glistening wings ? But !w 
liites! Yes! And ask a hullouk what she doea. Now pm 
her beside a luxurious bishop. Where is the difference? 
lie is full of wine, as she is of gin : is the vine n fiaer plant 
than the Juniper? She dresses lier ovra beef-steak, obtiuQed 
by her labour: bis is dressed by a skilliil coiik, and paid foi 
by others' labour ! Oh! vain miserable man I "we deceive 
ourselves aud the truth is not in us!' Well, I am only 
l^tughing at the absurdities of the vanity which claims su- 
l)eriority in ilia eyes of God. 

"February 17th. — The second anniversary of Meeane«, 
iind I am agnin in the field 1 Am I doomed to war and blood? 
Well, this is at least a righteous war, but so wus that ngainst 
Pottinger's friends the Ameers. This day two years what 
heaps of dead were around me ! How many friends were 
dying ! The shrieks fironi the hospital tent where men wcra 
suffering nniputatton ! Pence be with all. for nil behaved 
nobly — those who died and those who survived that terrible 
conflict. 1 am still awaiting the robber chiefs, and it i? 
curious that the name of the place, Douze Eushta, menn^ 
the tbiuf a death in the Belooch tongue. I have been ar»- 
liorseback from four o'clock in the morning until tvro of th«^ 
afternoon, and without food; it ia not every man of sixty" 
ihite who can do that, and work afterwards. 

"February I8th. — Salter, just come from Deymta « 
confirms my secret intelligence that no surrender waa im. — 
tended; but Ali Moorad has made me lose six days; aii^J 
liimsejf too, for I believe he was deceived as well as me t» ^ 
hi« fiuartonnaster-geueral Knmmal £han, a black crookec^- 
iiiccd smiling old knave who shall be paid off some da~^' 
This place is covered with petrifactions of sea ahells, and • 
sea crab of great size has been found. Iron and snipli »^' 
extend all over theae hills, very beautifal 8peoiiiit!n& Bi 



«SrdYear.] EPOCH XV. PERIOD IV.-CUTCHBB ROCKS. 253 

close to the Indns this might be tamed to account by enter- 
prize: bat India belongs to the ' Honourable Company of 
Merchants trading to the East/ which has as much idea of 
good goYemment as it has of honesty : agents of the devil 
to make men miserable. 

"Nothing of the chiefs yet! I have now done all that is 
possible to prevent their being slaughtered, and this night I 
will march in search of them with an edged sword ; the 
soldiers will not give them quarter, nor will they ask for it : 
they are brave men, but will when spared, if occasion oflfers, 
kill the man who spares them. However they shall be 
twned, if caught, by hard work and the comforts produced 
l>y labour, good food, good houses ; and if the present men 
cwnot be broken to civilization their children may : it 
IS worth the trial. How impatient I feel ! it is a want 
of soand sense. Which is worst, impatience or dawdling ? 
koth mark weakness of mind, dawdling the most so." 

Patient as Issachar while he had hope of peace ; when 
^at vanished, he was again the Lion of Judah. 

"Shore, 20th. — Beja did not come, so I marched, hoping 
to surprize him here but failed, because, contrary to the 
strictest orders some fellows lighted a fire and we were dis- 
<^vered. However we have taken 150 camels' load of hag- 
?>ge and much wheat. I have been twenty-two hours in 
^ saddle, and am sadly annoyed at missing the robbers. 

*' February 21st. — Slept tliirteen hours without turning a 

kwr! One robber chief, Ali Shere, has come in. He is 

9Qite a lad : his district, Bushoree, being in the midst of 

4e others he could not come before. He shall have some 

employment in Scinde, for it is idle to punish vice unless 

you give food to virtue : the lattejr may be its own reword, 

bat will scarcely be so accepted by a tribe of robbers with 

empty bellies. To chastise these knaves is but half my 

work, and the most disagreeable half. I want to reclaim 

them, which is very hard to do, and none in this camp but 

my three sons-in-law believe it possible. Yet there are here 
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clever and good men. They doubt the native character, lad 
perhiip3 they lire right : yet much nonsense is tnlkeil abiiul 
the ' native chnracter ; ' it is human character, mudiB^d by 
political and religious influences for centuries. In a long 
miUtary lite I have been iutimately acquainted witb innity 
nftiions, English, Irish, Scotch, French, German, Spanish, 
I'ortuguese, ItaliaDS, Greeks, Turks, Aniericnu Negroes, and 
East Indians — Hindoo and Mussulman. The human cba- 
ructer has therefore been to me as a much-read book. This 
is an advantage attending military life ivhich bus not been 
noticed; our acquaintance with many nations, principally 
the military and peasantry of each, enables us to see ilie dif- 
ferent characters of each, because there is a great similarity 
of mihtary laws and customs, and therefore the military man 
detet.-ts the national character with ease under that disguisH. 
" The constant study of human nature enforced by miK- 
tary life gives the old soldier more knowledge than nlher 
professioua do ; for the more Uberty a man has to folloirhis 
own way the less he knows of mankind. He may be shrowd 
and know much, but liborty makes him a prince, he does 
what he likes and that is death to a knowledge of human 
nature. The soldier is always undercontrol ; he muststml]' 
man, and long habit gives him taot to discover the trae cha- 
racter. Now this enables me to be sure that the Sepoya of 
India are like other soldiers, with some difference of religioa 
and customs. As a recruit he is vaunting and eagortufigH 
so are Europeans ; as a veteran he is cool and daring, su uo 
Europeans; both are vain of being soldiers, both will nm 
away at times, and both will fight desperately when »eH 
drilled. He has been for ages a slave, and therefore a liW' 
So have Europeans been, but as they grew free told nion 
trutji, and so will the Sepoy: thus I oan believe snnie of 001 
native officers, I cannot believe a man in Ali Moorad's cauip' 
If wo look to causes for variety of character we oan gencnJ'T 
trace those varieties to govemmentandchmate, notto JiHi*' 
ence of race. Let children of many races be hrouglit nf 
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[ether in a country foreign to all find they will all be as 
( men of that cooiury are. 

" Toosoo, Fcbruiiry a2nd. — Left Shore this moroing, hut 
itm not venture throngh the grent Goojroo pass in my 
from. It is about twenty miles long, with perpcudicular 
aides of rock — n long stone trough ! Flanking parlies could 
not move nt top because of the numerous mtrrow deep cross 
clefts; and for twelve miles no water could be sent up to 
lliem: yet without such parlies the enemy would kill us with 
stones. We are encamped near to, hut north of Meerza-ke- 
Gurree, Rud mv chance is now tu decoy Bcja into his final 
rofu^ at Trukkee, a place the robbers and all Asiaiica 
B impregnable. We must now find out where Truk- 
We are in the dark. I have one good guide, who 
B it is two marches from Reyrah, where we shall be to- 
morrow. The hist day's march was through a terrible 
couiitrj-, armies have been destroyed here, and no wonder; 
bat I have hold of the pass into the plain of Deyrah, and 
Eterald not lot it go for all India! I also hold the delile of 
^■ec>}mo : All Moorad has that of Lootee. Hunter has 
HlOTed back on the Lallce and Jummuk passes, while my 
^krch ia on Deyrah. We have thus complete possession of 
^pb country, and now I must make the Murrees say whether 
^Bey will accept it ftom me. 

^L" Deyrah, 23rd, — This is a beautiful and fertile plain, a 
^hh soil and fine streiun of pure water, with a strong mud 
^■rt flanked by eight round towers : it is the robber's haunt 
Hid denotes bis trade, fur thera is not any cultivation ex- 
^ppt jnst round the fort, This vale, by nature rich, is a waste. 
^Mero is grass, running water, wood, and the finest air I ever 
^■jVathed ; nature has been prodigal, and the place could, 
^Bd should he made by me if my mastery were real, one 
^HRS of luxuriant produce. Oh ! it is grievous to see it the 
^■f of a robber, with his fort enclosing mud huts like Irish 
^Hnna to hold his women and his plunder 1 
^V^ThoMurrees have sent tosay they are coming to ealaam : 
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tliey are in terror. So liere am I receiving bomngi 
Konqiieror from the very tribe tlial defeated our truopa 
took our guus four yenrs »go, when the politicals 
precious inventions of Lord Auckland ruled. They wei 
vented by Whigs to put down the military, and down 
did put them in the Tezeen valley ! there Sl'teeu thi 
skeletons, victims of Lord Auckland and Sir Wi 
McNaughten, are grinning nitli ghostly mirth &t 
Alfghaa hills! Here lie the bauee of Clarke's detacl 
within sight of my leut, and hard by is Noofusk, wii 
near neighbour Sartoof, the scene of Glibboru's defeat; 
both, like the Tezeen valley, are drenched with the 
our soldiers, whitened witli their bones, landmarks of, 
shame and dishonoured arms. Well, I have in some 
sure wiped out these stains : the colours of England 
over my tent iu defiance of the rugged pusses through whi 
they were then dragged in the dirt. Uouour however he U) 
the memory of the noble soldier Clarke ! He fell with las 
men gallantly fighting, a sacrifice to the incapacily of 
Auckland for governiiig a great empire. Let me be 
stood literally: governing a great empire. The opil 
siiid to have been propagated by Sir A. Bui-us, is rift^ 
namely, that his good feelings and good scnao were opposed 
to the war, hut his counsellors, especially Sir W, McMat 
ten, overruled his judgment. 

"February 25th. — I am like a galvanized body, 
mind makes desperate efforts and spurs the body to coi 
tiive exertions, and then both sink. To complain would lodt 
like want of tii-mness, but the overwhelming weakness of ni; 
limbs is beyond description. I am growing uneusy also 
about provisions ; we have been on half ratious for a we«l> 
and in two days shall have none : tliese Bengal comnus- 
saries, of whom I have heard so much, appear uut \aj 
good, and these lost few days' operations have been rnpiJ 
and perplexing." 

They were not only rapid and perplexing but uf tlA 
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Ugbest order as to military decision and calculation, la 
Uio Adminisiraiion of Sciude they are explained in detail, 
with drawings of the wild defiles. 

" We had no knowledge of the enemy's positiouB, nor of 
the country : he had spies everywhere and we could get 
none ; ull persons were terrified, and thai as much from the 
efforts of the TiUuinous newspapers as fj-om fear of Beja: 
eren my own servant, who has been with me ever since my 
landing in India, was I firmly believe a spy : he was faithful 
in other respects, but reported everything I said to some 
one; perhaps Oulram, or some friend of his in Bombay. 
Well, be that as it may, t could get no spies; but being 
confident that llie tribes were driven together among the 
eastern rocks, and having an iotimation that they were 
St Shore twenty-one miles off on the edge of the Mazaroe 
Sikhs' district, I resolved to surprize ibem; and my force 
was fit for the exertion, I having then reduced ray baggage 
to the smallest quantity that was possible consistent with 
health; perhaps below what any Indian army ever volun- 
tarily marched with before. 

" It was said that the robbers were encamped absolutely 
within tlie Sikh frontier, and I reflected on the inconve- 
nience of assailing them on neutral ground ; but as those 
neutrals had broken I'uith by admitting them, and the 
country was so wild and savage that the exact line would be 
hard to ascertain I resolved to march. Accident prevented 
the surprize, and finding myself in the midst of terrible 
raouotaiu rocks I took a detachment to explore Goojroo, a 
ilcsperiitu pass. Riding in it a mile I sent officers with 
B to tbu summits on cither band, who saw the enemy's 
pa few miles off. My first thought was to daali through 
Hm; but my troops bad been twenty-two hours in 
Muent, it was nearly dark, and the danger of being de- 
r«d in the pass decided me to halt for the night. More- 
^X tbea knew fur the first time exactly where the 
i that he could n.'ti'eat no further and would 
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likely push fnr Deyrali U> regaiu his rocks ; or Uiat he woi 
throw himself into Trukkee, a celebrated stroDgbold, its &il« 
unknown to me. My position wna very critical. 

Expecting battle all my troops Juid All Moonul's bad 
been coDccntrated nt Shore; and my tieBign, failing of a 
batile, waa to entice Eeja to enter Trnkkc* rather tlitin ho 
elioiild move westward, where however Jacob was still posted 
with gTina and cavalry lo bar progress. But Beja being 
beyond the Goojroo defile nortliward, could ^l before 
to Deyrah westward, and my bubineas was to forestal, 
Wherefore, leaving the Bundlecund legion at Shore 
reaohite soldier, Captain Beatsou, I sent Ali Moorad 
Lootee pasa behind Beatson, Hud ordered Genernl 
back to the Jiimmuk defiles, which, leading Lo Bi 
are secured by the fort I had constracted there, 
while I moved in person direct upon Deyrah, to baffle thp 
enemy in effecting either of two coui-sea open to him. Odo 
was the turning of my left by Doytah and forcing the Jnm- 
muk pass before Hunter could arrive: the other, moving 
down the Teyaga valley and breaking through Jacob's 
posts ; these were desperate measures for him to ati 
btit he was in a desperate stats and so to be walcl 

" My new dispositions were calculated to meet oil 
possible events ; but my communioation with Shapoi 
now very long ; not less Umn one hundred mlliis of 
dillicuJt and dangerous ground; and yet all my supp] 
might be even water, were to come from thence by 
and there were well-mounted bands of robbers Inrl 
cut them olT. It was to secure this line that Huni 
sent to the Jummnk pass, for he was there to meet the 
voys, turn them back by that pass, and so enable them Id 
gain Deyrali, thus shortening the line of communicatiuo, 
which he was also to guard. I was very anxious fur hit 
arrival, but he lost a day. We are now so placed, ibalif tfai) 
enemy attempts to descend into the plain of Doyrab "« 
shall attack Uim when in a confused enormous mnss of incii 
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wooien children, cnttle and baggage. This would be a 
drendful slaughter, and I had avoided such nn nttnck before 
on tlie I8th of Jammry- Beja was then moyiiig from Tonge 
Hcross my front, btit I would not fall on him, wishing to give 
time for the women and children to escape into the hill : 
thus I lost tuy blow for their siikes. These poor ereaiurea 
Ibwever have never beheved that we spare life : some cliil- 
Hbd fonnd here, have regularly asked every day WAc« are 
Wm to be killed ? The poor little things thought the good 
frtod given to them daily, and whiob they enjoyed exceed- 
ingly, was preparatory to their being killed, and of course 
by the Kaffirs! I have them close to my tent, and 
re fbund two of their own women to look after them, and 
are as merry as grigs. 

I long for rest to my mind : to get up and feel that 
ibere is no work, and that there will bo no neglect of duty. 
Now every moment that the traces feel stack the whip of 
science cuts to the bone, and convulsive exertions follow. 
not make the most of my Cools either, for all my life 
ides of making soldiers do what I did not do myaelf 
been odious to me, and hence my own weakness is the 
measure of exertion. As a yoimg man I would not ride on 
a inarch, and often carried a weakly man's musquet, some- 
158 two. Young oflScers always ride now, and heap their 
comforts upon the horse-keeper who runs on foot at 
horse's tail. Such men may he very good follows but 
«ru incapable of leading men ; a commission puts them 
it the head of men, but ihey do not lead tliem; nor will 
they ever distinguish themselves in history : it is an ig- 
jman nature which is a veto on their ever 
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■sr days, but those men of other days did not distinguish 
mselves ; I mean those who preferred comfort to military 



rThia love of ease appears more general now than for- 
erly : there arc very few Spurlona in India. Thi'ir bodies 
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MV less IiuJj, tbev curaot moke war without the necea 
of life, and to a man who iudalges in luxuries Uio^e luxn- 
nes beoome necessaries: bo la then nofit for wur. The 
berd of young tu«n appear to tbiok being what they call 
femtiemamif is fine ; n&il tbev Utink lo be geutlemiuily they 
shoold driuk a certain quantity of wine, and as much beer 
as thcTcui bold : that they should be insolent to bliick ser- 
YADis and have alt comforts in great order. This is the 
officer of all ages, but not the one who makes a grent 
commander. Their talk now is all about promotion, hut 
they never seem (u think it necessary to answer the ijuestion 
Sir John Moore put to bis young cousin, Simpson of the 
ISrd. who askt'd bim for promotion, ' I am desirous of 
serving you. but lell me what you have dooe that gives you 
a claim to prumotiou over others ? First distinguish your- 
self as a good officer and tlten you may claim promotion at 
iny hands ; ' this is the veal secret. 

" There are two essential qualities necessary to moke k 
soldier — courage and zea! : and rather would I see t 
without the first than the second. Posilioa, disciplii 
huodred things may remedy a failure of courage ; hut % 
of zeal is a floorer: it is at one Jump to reach the point 
where age and long sei^-ice places worn-out men. To this 
point it is absolutely disgusting to see a man arrive at twenty- 
five, nay, some at sixteen ! Tliere are boys in this uomp who 
require and have more luxuries than myself, who am 611 and 
governor of Scinde ! The want of heer and wine is absolute 
misfortune lo them. These men, or hoys, are unfit for war, 
the essence of which is endurance ; and not only tliat but 
a pride and glory in privation, and a contempt for co mfort 
as cfieminaie and disgraceful. The private soldier c 
have luxuries, and if he sees his officer des^tise thd 
does the same : but if his officers sacrifice everything U 
joynient, ho is not a fool and holds that officer in coulempt 
Every reprimand lie receives from the gcuilemauly Sybarite 
disgusts him, not only with the fop bat with the sorTice._ 
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H«giiiieDtiil officers shuulil not bealloTi'ed horses on the 
10 ride on a march ; it is offensive to the men, aod 
It to be so to the pride of the officer himself. Sir John 
Toore forbid it : Frederick the Great and Napoleon did not 
allow it. The Duke of Wellington did permit it, but I 
believe be repented : for he said, after two years' experience 
in Spain, that it deprived hira of 10,000 cavalry on account 
of their forage. It ia therefore probable he was not satisfied 
with his plan, but could not easily do away with his order. 
No eerrice but ours permits it, and we shall in time allow 
eergeants and corporals to ride, and then privates ; and so re- 
tum to llie dark ages when all were cavalry. This is the 
of human nature. One man is allowed to ride though 
»luty does not require it, why should not another? " 
The Bagnctty of these remarks has recently been illus- 
trated. General Beutinck, when before the Sebastopol Com- 
mittee, is reported to have said, that he thought it would be 
n wise (economy to allow every officer to have a waggon ! 
Being in the Crimea he had caught the spirit of the ancient 
Scythiaoa, who always went to war with tlieir families in 
waggons. 

'* February SGtb. — Provisions have arrived and all is right. 

'Sliall now occupy Tomb, and stop up the valley of the 

A vakeel has come with a letter from Islmn KJian 

Bboogiee ; no one can read its contents, but the vakeel lells 

us the robbers are starving and desire to surrender. The 

ttftler is gone to All Moorad's camp to be decypliered, and I 

'6 fed the poor messenger, whose appetite confirmed his 

ry of Htarvalion. Thus by perseverance the robbers are 

ight to their last shift. To-morrow the Murrcos will 

and if they will accept Deynih I shall advance : 

that shall he at any rate, for my provisions being up, 

net may he drawn lighter until it becomes one of bayo- 

. The robbers have but two courses open. To wait 

gJTO battle at Partur, where they ore now eocamped, and 

icb can bo reached only by a difficult road or ra^^_ 
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crack in the rocks nonh of this plane ; or to throw £ 
selves into Tnikkee, ramous all over Central Asin. 

"Let me now review my past operations. I be^rt 
coopiug the eDeioy up in tbeir hills, cutiiog tliem o 
water, and making liourg to catch their cuttle as tlioj- stol? 
dflwu at night to drink. Then guarding tlie plains along 
the foot of the liilU east and west wiih cavalry, I drew a 
line of infantry and guns across the hills, north and soutli, 
and sent small parties to scour the ravines, pick up cattle 
and kill the lurking fellows who infested our c&mp. For a 
time I halted then to let my operations tell, and to get up 
my own supplies ; but when tliay arrived I moved my chdin 
twenty miles in advauce eastward, brought up my right 
against Shore and Goojroo, and immediately aflenvurdstook 
post here at "Deyrab, thus formiug a new loop towards the 
nortb and eucIoBing the enemy. If he is not io that loop 
be has given me the sbp somehow, but this I doubt: if he 
has he deserves to escape for his ingenuity and bulduesa 
But where can he escape to ? I have only to retrace my 
steps westward, knowing now every inch of the ground, 
whereas before, when coming eastward, my advauce was in 
the dark ; now every step also brings me nearer my mnga- 
ziues and increases my force by the detachments on the linf 
of communication. Hence my pursuit will bo rapid, anil 
Beja will find Jacob and Jamison in his front: ho will 
therefore be lost, 

" The gist of my operations is patience, slow oonsuniiog 
time is my weapon, the robber's food is limited, mine m'* 
inexhaustible. He hves on Ids capitiil, I on my iBH<rest; 
he writhes io agony, I am on a bed of roses: that is, «va 
since we discovered that he had been refused entrance inio 
the MazKaree and Keytriau countries, the one on tlie etS 
the otljer on the north, while we are on the hotUIi on^ 
west. Were this war to do agiuu, with my present ««< 
local knowledge it should be finished in three weeks, "nd 
indeed would have been so without that knowledgti, hai 1 
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',A lo follow my first plaa of advancing from tlie east as 

as tbo west, to join here at Deyrah. Even as mnlterB 

it WDuJd have been fiuisljod at once had Ali Moorad 

true to time ; hut lie delnyed for the Mohiifum feast, 

and having gorged himself sick remained still. I am now 

hiiiiling my strong net closer, and the fishes leap and dance 

cannot get out : yet I shall feel no confidence till all aro 

To-morrow night we will pnsh the enemy close, and 

a little more active than lately ; hut dash is not the spirit 

this war amongst the rocks, The newspapera say I am 

following a ' Will-o'-the-WUp.' We shall see. It is my 

nature always to think something has heen forgotten, hut 

afler much thinking, notliing occurs to me. I wish 

brother William was here with me. 

February 27th. — Heard from Ali Moorad. I wish the 

iglorious fellow were away, he does more harm than 

i, and hia camp is as full of traitors as he is full of folly : 

be means well. He and Beatson have got their orders 

lOve by the Goojroo passes upon Fartur while I march 

>agli the rocks northward, to unite and fall on the enemy 

that place or on the Marwar plain, whichever the enemy 

Mipiee. 

'' Feb. 28th.— On the 24th I had ascertained tliat Truk- 
' wae in this neighbourhood, and felt sure that the 
pbers would finally go tiiere, where they could he shut 
; tlie exact locahty was not known, but I would not 
t any detachments, or single men, to go in the direction 
I it should prevent the enemy doing what he wished. 
nwhile all was prepared for the march northward on 
•, when this evening, while alone at dinner, a trooper 
jne in at full gidhip saying the enemy had attackiid a con- 
f irilhiu three miles of the camp, and the escort was 
igod. Out I sallied with my guard, ordering a regi- 
irreguhir cavalry to follow, feeling assured the 
pbera bad at last got into Trukkee and that tlio game 
tnieiB wae iomw fifty robber oavalry betbiB m, 



264 



LIFE 07 CHABLES JAUB3 NAPIEB. 



who retreated oad were foolishlir nttacked by mj sUff^^H 
txrs before I coald restmin lliem : bnlf woDld have bem 
cut doWD if the euemy bad faced abuut, for nil were riding 
loosely, lly imger was great, il was allogelber improper, 
and ID this instance especially ; for my object was to entiw 
the enemy to stop and shew what sort of men, of arms and 
horses were before me, and to know if their people would 
come out to support tltem : in fine by letting them alone ti) 
ascertain what they were. Suddenly they disappeared in a 
chasm amongst the rocks, and my guide exclAimcd Trnk- 
kee ! though be had before said it was two marches off. 

" The cool qnict manner in which these robber borsem^ 
vanished in the cleft convinced me that Trukkec was indcrd 
there : wherefore placing tlie cavalry at the entrance to goad 
It, I returned to the camp and gent three hundred infantrr 
lo support them for the night, resolved to mnrcb there «iii 
the whole army at daylight. On reaching my tent I fonud 
a spy, who told mc all the tribes, led by Bcja and maTcb- 
ing from Partur, had entered Trukkee by a norlhem ni' 
trance, and that tbey had three thousand men. Insiaodi 
I sent a swift camel-rider with orders to Beatson and AS 
Moorad to force a march over the Marwar plain, and block 
that norlhem entrance ; I also despatched the camel cofpe, 
taking on their animals three hundred hardy veterant oF 
the I^ih. Thus in a short time Trukkee, one of ibe 
Blrungest holds in the world, will be beleaguered to the i"> 
small suiprize of the enemy, who does not belie\'e we c*" 
get to the northern entrance. I find here also tbeMoB 
chiefs, who confirm my spy's story. 

" Trukkee, March Isl. — I am tired with ascending a 
rock to examine the robbers' position, and a devil of ■ 
is, yet I think lo work them out. If we get in upon tl 
Lljero will he terrible slaughler. I hope lo God their km 
and children aru not there. 

" March 2nd.— Examined the grand entranee, and si 
betterway of attackingtbomthan byescalading then 
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fill the Europeans Lave volunteered; but I Imve selected 
rHz;,'iraId and 250 men ; it will be a stilF job I fear. 

"iliirch 3rd. — No uuws vet of Eeatson and Ali Moorad 
b'-in? at the nortli entranee : until tliev are I eannot attack. 
Udving carefully examined the rocks, it appears that 1 
uiibt i^'et on to tlieir summits far to our loft also and then 
vork on till the pass is suiTounded. Lo ! the enemy cry 
j*icraci. An ambassador is come. Such is tlie fruit of 
ffoihl military operations. I knew tbey would be gradually 
Jttflti-d if the neutral powers were true, and they have been. 
And now fear of the * S/teila/i-ka-Bhaer' is great. Glory 
W to the Prophet. 

"March 4th. — Beja Khan Doomkee, Islam Khan 

Blioogtee, Deriah Khan Jackranee, Hussein Khan, and 

wjother chief of small tribes, came to my tent with the 

Kuran on their beads and fear in their hearts. Beja is a 

^t-'O'fine looking old man of great size. Islam is also a 

"itidsome man. I think I never saw a set of bigger fellows. 

l^t'nah is not so, but has a good countenance and is called 

^good man. My terms were explicitly laid down, and they 

^ent back to consult their tribes, who aj)parently are not 

^J»posed to accept them, for they have sent new proposals. 

^^eir real leader, Mundoo Khan, is the bearer, but I refused 

*'*'^n to listen. 

"March 5th. — Deriah has come in, the ice is broken. 

"Oih. — The other chiefs refuse, because Captaiu Tos- 

^'ins betrayed Beja: yet the latter knows my character. 

*^ow thill for a shaq) attack from all my posts, and I have 

Hnt 3(Hj men to open my communication by Tomb, west- 

^^arJ of Trukkee, with Ali Moorad and Beatson, who have 

'Attained the northern entrance by great exertion. At day- 

M<,'1it small parties shall force the defiles and pursue with 

^re and sword all they come across, and those who have not 

Surrendered will bite the dust before to-morrow night. My 

liope is that the women and children may not suffer : I have 

done all I can to save them hitherto, but can no longer 
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endanger the expedition; aod as a]1 our people are anxHWa 
to save tliem they are not in much danger from us, 

" March 7th. — To-night I expect to henr of Beja's lieiiiir 
killed or cnpUired : dead or alive I must Lhyc iho old fox. 
All this difficulty is owing to Captnin PoBtnns; it shall b« 
reported to the governor- general and Postaits may dcAnd 
himself." ^^H 

Captain Postans was one of those whose talk was^^f 
the iujustice done to ihe patriarchal Ameers ! ^^| 

"March 8lh.— Not a word of Beja yet! His broth* 
Mundoo and both their families are captured, and my pflrti** 
pursue him in all directions. Wc have heard firing W il'f 
westward ; it must be Hamilion's horse, or Frushard ; iJiit 
suspense is disagreeable. Every horsemnu of my oainp, 
escort and all, have fiono in pursuit! The camel wiijs 
ones Beja a gnidge and if Fitzgerald overtakcB him be is 
a dead man : that will uot displease me, ttie old villain his 
been the cause of the vnr. 

"March Bth.— Beja has been captured, the oampaigni! 
ended ! Great has been my anxiety and labour in this liiffl- 
cult wai'fare, I know not if I shall get credit, but tbiiiti' 
has been well done. However the play is over and Hiird- 
inge and the public must douide on my work. I have Jour 
my lest and want to hang up my swurd and live quiiilj- 
To he in a public position is uot my ileHre, I am dead lind 
of the scoundrels who abuse me ; and of tliose who iis6 ni' 
to abuse me. I want nothing but to live qiiivUy 
quietly." 

This wish was tost on the winda. bat prophelio 
anticipation that fair fame would be denied to an 
whiuli Napoleon or Wellington might have envied 
surpassing skill and hardihood. His dispatoh, gai 
India, was at first suppressed by Lord Ripon ; sud 
Lord EUenhorough forced him, in the House of 
acknowledge and publish it, it was so done aa to 
the public even noticing this feat of arms, thougli 
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sarably more difficult, atid jmrnoEisurably more beneliciiil 

tlitiQ thai of Uliusnee. for wliich a peerage liad beea so re- 

twDtJy pven. Lord Rijion Biiid be liud furgotten it! No! 

I tiitd nol forgotten it; he had obeyed his masters the 

Ktors. It is dangerous for ualions to hnve the 3ol- 

it's galluit spiiit tbaa damped by small capacities re- 

Qilig in the ignorance and insolence of office. Mean- 

ihe ill-used man nas with cuuscientiuus energy, 

kining every nerve, sacrificing health and risking life itself 

ken danger from war wfts over, to save the purse of llie 

mtafut Uunipuny be served, He was ill, milking under 

>igutt, and the plain of Deyrah nns delightful, with purest 

flir and limpid water: a beautiful aud curious country. 

There he could have rested in conteut, avoiding fatigue, beat 

^jUid business for a time W recover health ; yet the moment 

^Hjb had aeoured bis captives his orders were issued for the 

^^■irub buck over the desart, to save the Company's govcm- 

^Vmoc from expence ! 

What Lord Hipon's real molives were will be seen by ibe 

following extracts from a private letter. 

, " il. Genl. W. Napier. — Lord Bipon has written to lue a 

ailly letter about your publishing extracts from my 

Wttte letters, wbioh he says — ' have attracted a great deal 

I sltentiun, aud no small degree of uneasiness has niani- 

, itflulf in Leadenhall Street.'" 
■These extracts were only used to repel the falsehoods 
Sy promulgated to run 8ir 0. Napier down in public 
■ition ; and were necessarily therefore distasteful to the 

KtOTB, 

"Lord Ripon says "I am qnita sure I sbidl be asked, 
ke^er 1 behcva that you have been cognizaul of, or in any 

jr cooccroed in the publication of these private letters, and 
IJs Uierefuro of importance thai I should know how the 

CctAnds, ol as early a period as possible.' I have lold 

a iberc is nothing injudicious in anything you have puh- 
ihnl from my letters. That I am sorry Her Majesty's 
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government should bo embarrasifd by Rnything snid Ipff 
nnd published by you, and I would desire yoa not lo pnhlisli 
any criticism on Uie Indino government. I wiis very ftngry 
Ht first, and was going to tell him I would not submit tii be 
brought to book by the Lcftdcnball men, and they had 
bytter got nnolher governor: but recollected tbst as I lua 
tlieir servant while here, they hud a right to call an me uotto 
publish strioiures on their government: therelbre I did noi 
send my letter in that form, but niaioCained that you bad 
pubhshed nothing injudicious. 

"My own opinion is that he is sore about jour mention of 
Adam's business. However I know the Leaden Arrn^ people 
are lonchy about the matter ; they know the rotteune^s uf 
their system and dread an exposition. Whether ihey vrili 
displace me God knows, they may please themselves. " 

The victor's description of Trukkee shall now shew din 
character of his campaign, and the projected plan for slonn- 
ing the entrance drew from the Duke of Wellington swoiiU 
expressions of approbation, nud of his belief that it would 
have succeeded. 

" This famous hold is about twelve miles in length, filf" 
an average of six in breadth. The interior ia a ma^ "^ 
small rocky hillocks with precipitous sides; so tliat in aor 
part a strong position could be occupied in tliis enurmux' 
erater, for such it appears to be. It is enclosed by a hdl "' 
perpendicular walls, and no minute examination could ^^ 
made of that, because the whole country nmnnd was, for * 
great distance, one mass of loose stones which destroyed ^' 
shoes BTid fret of tlie horses: thirty-two siiillings wns i*'' 
for shoeing one ! Outside, the rocky belt of Trukkee cuold 
notbe ascended, but from the interior it could; w hero forr tins 
great rude natural bason could only be enti-red by the passOi 
or rather passages, for the rocks met overliead: they *" 
splits in the well. This was the southeni »do- Oo die 
northern the insido is precipitous, the outside acoessible; »"' 
when BealBon's men got up there, they saw the enemy u 
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to move from one part to another by swinging their cattle 
down rocks and bnuling tbem up otbure with ropes, shewing 
the rough nature of the ground, There was abundance of 
wnl«r inside, and a minernl spiing, hot yet good for drink- 
ing, issued from the southern entrauce; but it naa not for 
us, being commanded by tlie CDeuiy's fire from the over- 
hanging rocks. The supply of water for my troops was 
tberefiiredifBcult, so it was with provisions; and as for shoes, 
tbe men and horses had mai'cbed day and night over rocks. 
Hence, without any of those terrible hardships which de- 
stroy whole armies at once, tbe force which operated in the 
Cutchee hills bivd as much of troubles and of pains as could 
well bo without destruction; and the cheerful spirit with 
which all was borne suEGuiently iudicnted that they were re- 
solved to encounter any danger or difficulty, 

" My plan for storming this natural fortress, if Deriah 
I surrender bad not disconcerted the defence, was 




e enlmnce p is approached by crossing a rocky 
a the high rocks of tlie bason, and itself diCQcuIt 
Kim the looeo stones heaped about. It was perbi 
1 the screen of rocks forming it, 
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sition to the Trukkee precipices, is, Liiough lower ihan tl 
ubout 000 feel high. These two walk of rock run pnrajy 
to each other for about tnenty-tive milca westward, but Uie 
Tnikkee rocks are prolonged eastwnrd to Shore, pre 
iJtogether fifty miles of crags, 

" In the narrow valley a mortar battery and OD6 of I 
guns were to be placed at E. The loot lu play oo thu 
trance F, the mortars to tlirow ebells upon o, which •* 
drive away the men perched on landing-places lo cast 4 
rocks: these sheila would also have ctisL down Btonea,J 
some have fallen into the entrance before bursling. 
fantry in line were to have formed on ihe left of B, &rin| 
the enemy along the crest of the heights B c D : but uof 
man was to go or be seen to the right of ibe bntlery. A 
detachment was also to liava gone early far to the left, to 
climb the rocks there if possible, as a diversion ; and if it 
could pet up was to work a way along the ci-est towaftis 
us. Meanwhile the real storming party of volunteers uudiS 
Fitzgerald was lo lie perdu on our right, awaiting or^^H 
The party on tiie left was to shew first, making much^H 
play ; it was to skirmish, retire, breakfast, dine, and d^| 
every disposition of intending mischief^ while our artillerj 
was being drawn ostentatiously tlirougfa the chasm in tb? 
outward screen of rocks and plaoed at E in ballory. Towurf* 
evening the infantry were to form out of matchlock riuige- 
Now the hill A, at first occupied by llie enemy, had !it«n 
secretly watched by myself. Simpson, and our slaff, f"' 
several nights, and we observed that the fire tliere barueii ■' 
first all night ; but, as I expected, the enemy being unJiwi- 
plined soon got tired of sending a piequet up there tnij 
night in the cold, and after some nights the fire waf 8 
seen : the time for storming was then come, and the □ 
were issued. First the guns mortars and infantry n 
open fire with all possible violence, the design hdug thabi 
direct noise and reverberauou of sound, and tJio si4 
wid din, should attract the eoemy's whole attontion to ibofl 
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Irance r, and prevent his hearing or obsemng the ascent of 
Fitzgerald and his volunteers at H h. 

" No one miRccustomed to the reverb era lion of musketry 

■gainst even a small sloping height can conceive Low great 

it becomes against perpendicular rocks ; it would have been 

deafening there, the vuUey would liave been filled vitlt 

smoke, and then the storuiers would have been launched 

Hgiiinst A. They were too far off to bo disclosed by the rao- 

mentar)' flashes of the guns, and the stones they might roll 

duwu by their ascent would have been unheard. Every man 

was to have been sworn to silence, even when wounded ; and 

tliey would have kept their oaths, as the danger of discovery 

was strongly impressed on them. If discovered ihey were to 

push up strongly and fight; if not observed, to liglit a fire 

and then attack, reserves being ready to support ihcni; and 

at that period the entrance F was to be stormed or not 

kccordiug to circumstances: that is, if Fitzgerald gained 

the top and could hold his footing the whole force was to 

file op after him. If he was beaten, F was to be stormed 

before the failure could become known along the enemy's 

line and give him heart. 

I " That this storming would be difficult and sanguinary I 

Hneir well, but to attempt it was necessary and my troops 

MWie men capable of anything: the whole European regi- 

bwDts were eager to go at A in broad day, and while the 

HDWny were on the lop ! My intent was not to order the 

■Bonn of K, but to let the soldiers advance voluntarily, firing; 

^■r I judged their natural ardour and the excitement of noise 

^■Boku and combat would get up their blood, and they would 

^fc degrees approach and finally dash into the chasm of tlieii 

^Km accord. Meanwhile tlie attack was to have been aided 

^■vtbe diversion on ihe lel^, and by the simultaneous assault 

^■T All Moorad and Beatson on the norihern entrance : nut a 

^Hw atUtck, hut one with a will, led hy three liuudrKl vo- 

^■puenof the I3th, Jellalabad men, the veterans of Sale 

^Wt JhHTlf* f T*]" ooild b»ve tamed tbem back? -vhtt Btmd 




bis officer nnd the main bodj beytmd. gntii 
they sav the enemy above ; they mn baclu 

he thought it wns to go on, nnd dt once th 
climbed the rock. As they leaped on to i 
enemy, eighty in number, fell on them awoi 
the fight was despernce. Seventeen hill ree 
of the soldierii, and the rest, wounded and 
dRshed over the edge and rolled down. S 
soldiers ! Where mortnl man cnn Binnd in 
Every man of these had a medal, two of the 
their breasts ! They died glorionaly but u 
sad cliff in the Cutchee hills : never Wft( 
order so honoured 1 Their deaths have caai 
round that order." 

These were the deeds Lord Bipon forgot 
of these gallant men are recorded in the 
Scinde Administration, and their enemies, i 
of generous emotions, thus tesufied to 
Amongst the tribes, when a varrior d 
bravery a red or green string is tied rou 
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with electricity in the sand storm we encountered ; the sand 
adhered to the horses' eyes and nearly bhnded them, the 
officers' hair stood up, and as there was little wind we con- 
cluded the sand was raised by on electric influence. None 
of us had ever before witnessed a sand storm so extra- 
ordinary : the feelings were aflfected by it, and everybody 
much distressed. Dust storms are things of daily occurrence 
in these countries, but such a storm as that of the 16th 
January no one had before known of. 

"Joomal, March 10th. — I ought to have hanged Bej a : 
hut when a man surrenders at discretion, my own dear 
brother, Satan himself, could not hang him unless for some 
pwuharly atrocious act, brought home personally and recent. 
Had they killed their women every man should have been 
bayonetted. 

"Poolagee, 16th.— Issued from the wild Bhoogtee and 

Doomkee rocks into the vast plain here, naturally fertile but 

destroyed by the robbers. Met Jacob, who tells me that 

"*« rejoicing in these plains at the capture of Beja and 

putting down the robbers is great and general. Poor people, 

^bey will now thrive, and should do so if I were really the 

faster; but I strike in manacles and run in fetters. Were 

1 the real king they call me, how short should be the time 

*^fore this vast plain was one mass of grain ! But I am 

^ only to do harm. My authority fails me, the rules of 

^^ government cannot be broken, and cannot be perfect : 

*^d I have not good tools to work with. 

"I have examined the mud fort here. Alas! there should 
'ave been no failure ; one well-led attack would have gone 
Jn bodily : it is not a wall but the shell of a wall, about six 
inches thick ; the men might have loopholed it with their 
bayonets and shot down all within; they might have jumped 
over and closed with the enemy. Why Fitzgerald did not 
accept the responsibility of making a second attack is 
strange. Fate overruled ! His doing so would have pre- 
vented this expedition of mine, which was to be, and there- 

N 8 
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fore Tait's suocess was not to be : so morlsl oouM pro 
my bt'ing lUe ' S/ieilan ka Bhae«' uiioiigat tbe Cotchee 
Toi^ks. 

" Slmpoor, 16lh. — Tliis ilny two mowilie I left litis plan* 
A wnr terminated in two rauntlis is nol iad ! The young 
Khan of Khc^lnl is here to meet tne — a nice lad euouKli> but 
not of calibru for tbe exigencies of his poniUoa ] fesr; 
however one cannot judge well lliroiigb an iDter[iretvr. I 
bave given bim a letter lu tlie uhiefo of Ciuit)a)inr, advisiut; 
theiu Dot to attack him, as be is our ally and ii wnulU di^- 
please me. He eays it nil! t^ave bim, tliey will not dare <•<• 
oBeod me : they ilu nol know bow little power I havi> nii" 
or tliey would disregard me ! I have ordered Shapoorw bo 
placed in a state of defence, to nupport tbo Kiinn, ituil iliv 
Kaharees whom I have resiorod to Poolagee. ]is gtirri§oii 
will also take llie rubbers in rert^ree if tlie dehrii of t)i» 
tribes attempt tiiiscbifr, as uo doubt iht>y will. Tn my bn" 
I swore when iu Gre«;e lo put down banditti iliere if GikI 
permitictl, and in Scintle I r<?peali-d thai oath. The S[Miii 
pf Good refused permission in Greeoe, here He hMperuiitw) 
it; and as if some outward power moved events til m* 
minutest projects have come to pass. Krror^ negkot, «iJ 
sound aalcutations, all have turned out right in tbe end' 
Can I then feel proud of my ability ? No ! it is a poinr 
unseen, though lo me evident, that bus guided rael Wlien 
1 have condemned myself for going to the left instead of ti' 
right, it has suddenly answered llial tbe lufl was the Way Id ^'• 
bave I not llien a right to say tlte unseen power is eviileo'- 
I have been guided eatber by the Good Spirit or the bid' 
Yet why say the bad ? Do I nol pray from the \\eai* 
depth lo do good and help tbe poor ? Am I not reckle» "f 
tbe viob and coulenin tbcm? Do I seek for ridiee? <" 
bigb command ? No ! No I No ! 

" A fHitfttst of events eoioes over uie, a ibonsand ihoiiplj" 
collivi and bring ooovictiou iu an utiaceoun tabic niiini'''- 
1,0 ! au exaoiplv ! Some days ago a convicuoa cune *l^_ 
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^■bb robbers would go inU Trukbee : it was nuL renson, ilieie 
^Kfore as many rtjasons agaiost as for, but ii sort of spirit iold 
^mMB so. On ibe 26cb February my mind was en^ossed niiL 
* IBy iutuodi'd movement northward, wbicb was ordertd fur 
ibe I&tofMarcb: wbilu ruminating a man came hastily to 
8«y my uonvoy was attacked. My thoughts were then 
f isUiDt on how to force the enemy to my purpose in the 
wbeiher by skill, or by riding upon them; but sud- 
oly K voice seemed to repeat Trukbee ! Trukkee ! it bud 
n si> before. Tbey cannot be so mad as to go there, I 
Tially repeated. They are, replied the spirit! What 
i but a spirit could it be? I walked about irresolutely. 
leware ! beware 1 said the warning voice, and suddenly, ere 
f thoughts could settle, I called out almost involuntarily, 
in^ my horse ! and in ten minutes we were cantering 
mtlda tbs scene of combat. My staff attacked the retiring 
my. Trukkee, said my guide. 77*# ffame is mine, re- 
ihooi the inlemal voice. My heart was wratb with 
tfcMurdo for pursuing the robbers like a recruit ; I 
tliuitgbt be bud done me mischief, yet still the voice whis- 
pered The ffame tK 1/oiirn. It was not my mind that spoke, 
a a child in the hands of God ! 
"Shapoor, I7lh.— Stiil here, settling little plans of a 

t policy, with my little Kban of KhelaL 
*• 18ib. — Oh, the dawdling of Eastern diplomacy ! I tind 
ibe fail of Trukkee spreads my fame all over Asia. 

"JagUD,Slst. — On the march I, as usual, got into ajaw 
with the soldiers. Those glorious men who fell at the 
Uortltem entrance of Trukkee have not bad justice, but ihcy 
Blikll by Ood 1 

" Sukknr, SSrd. — The Napier and Meeanee, steamers. 
VaitUlg fur mn. Spoke yesterday with the brave men who 
Qscnped with life from tlie Trukkee precipiee, where their six 
gluriouB comrades died ; I am not quite pleased with their 
ofQocr: n gallant Sepoy of the camel corpa went np with 
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"Mai'cli 24ih. — AQiiiversary of ihe figbt at Hjdral 
Bed Rover wenl down tlie river yeslcrdny, or he slioulil 
liHve hnd hu fxtm feed nf outs. We linve Itowc^*er Lere lo 
feed, Flihherly Gibbet who waa in the biiltle, aud Fiu- 
gernld's whito liorso Gliuctcorm ; Pelley's horse died in tljc 
Bhooglee liills. I give r dinner niso, so there are a goodly 
company of bipeds nnd qundriipwls g^iing lo eat in Imuimr 
of the fight. I bavK utikt-d Ah Moonid also, in honour of 
a buitle wliich hurled bis kinsman to the ground. Ko, I (liil 
not do this, he naked liimself find be did right. He well 
knows that alt bis friends, nil his family, all of his religian, 
all Asia, will regard it as part and pan^el of a decepUou trn 
Europeans, 

" 25tli. — Snt up Inst night. Dinner disagreeable. OW 
Hunter ohose to compare tbe relative value of Sepoys and 
British troops, and I soon saw bow little any of my com- 
pnny could reason on human nature. They could not make 
out the difference between courage and muscular fonre in 
Ii-pops ; or that ibo foree of armies depends upou mifflT 
things. We English do not study war as n scienoe. An 
army's strength depends on the physical force of the soldiff, 
and on his physical courage separate from his force ; ou his 
luonil eoumge, on his discipline ; which Inst is in my b«lic^ 
capable of winning campaigns in fnce of superiority in *U 
ibo other points, except, moral courage. 

" 1 could not persuade tliem that in courage one nnti"** 
is equal to another. Oh no ! heoiiuse Europeans ore tb* 
strongest they must be the bravest. That I deny. Th^ 
strongest men will generally win, but all nations exhibit 
courfige in the highest degree, though ull do not exhiliil «' 
in cnojunction with rausculur strength so much as il'*' 
Enghshman and Yankee. This springs from mond caow^» 
nnd without entering more into this deep study, my advii* *^ 
ihcBP gentry is to study the matter beitcT or they will ok**"' 
command troops well." 

The journal of tlje bill campaign terminates here, mi i 
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thp extracts from liis long letter to LrrJ Elleuboroii^'li fur- 
iii>hed a pithy closing illusiratioij for die firj-i part of llie 
oponiions, so a like one to Lis 1:-U,rr Williaru shall here 
end the second portion. 

"Tomb, March. — Mv eterrr ftil?. I kiiiw ixot if oth-.-r- 

tliink so, hut I feci it. and ' *. »*^-ifr.' I dv hm ::r-: of 

tliiiiking over matters of iiLT".'-.Li :-. "■ .: ;.f :':.r tv-: -f tJ.v 

details and correspv'uderi'-: l: •■■:•: -_-_£-i-i. I: i^ :..: r- -a! 

▼ork.it is a mas^ of c-tilil c f-'i-lr l:.: .'.r-T:.:-: !■•:!• 

from Bombav at evT-rr •_":_: i:r ■':;:.• r'rri ".l-rti :: -. i!,j'.:eT'. 

excus-e. Hurdintre 1 u^ r.--i v.-'t. .--c .t :▼. rit:- ::. ::.■; 

face. Tliev sent l.iiL. Uj •'• -:.ui . ^ t. i:.t:7 :'rl--: *■:-: -r 

of matters, mesLiiir '• r-*" ii- r.r.. l '^i-tj'T v.-' ,: •:.- 

nmnicating with lu^ t«'J" m-'* t---- -_':_• li-v-.v-I — '1:. 

governor- general ii. '.• 'Uii-:! --^niii ' *r-r vi- -J..- 

becu snbmitt^-d : '.t:- r --'n: - .: -:■::.:- 

to le forwards '] :' -• i..- -z.-.-'.^-r,. " • j-/.- .i Z 

Dot perhaps tL- 'i.u-" "«■ '_•• •_— .. ■ ::' -•":.■; r'. 

niLid at ihes^r I'lii*!*"- u i.- '.z Iz^jt' i.^"- • .'.-'' v ; 

feel safe v:il l.ii. Y..- 

btinir drivr*. i- -il •■ :: - 
"Ali M ...na :. - 

uOrc b*-ChUSr !•• T 1 

full '.'f iriiiv.>r»- : -J .- ■ 

I ex J"?*:-! r 1 M J '. '.^.- ."-■- 

sure of l.i- V .itT-i "i-*: 
vanitv, r^ii-Ti'-'i "- " j 

piid'.d. H* -• "•' : 

Ijim. "wi.^ 3 i:l i - . 
followerr. UL • '■ '• 
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war is. imd their enemy is always ihe man they cnn plun- 
der; the chief ouly in wboeo service lliey enter is exeiii[ji. 
Bejfi's renuwn was great, and haviug pliiudered our Troniicr 
successfully Inst summer, he noiihi have been far more dan- 
gerous next summer ; for he would be joined by ihese roTiOg 
kuigbts. He would then buve threat4.-ued .Sbilcarpwir, anil, 
if there ha^ipeued to be an epiduiaic at tJie time would mas- 
sacre a sick garrison. We should ilien sea strange tUiiig^ 
and a second Cahuol, even on a ^luall ecald, would do luort 
damage than can well he conceived. 

" I buve told Lord Fitzruy that my conviction is the duke 
will approve of my doings; for well he knows what on 
army of robbers is, and these cbaps are a very bold race. 
Five days ago twenty of lliein on foot met twenty-fire 
Sciude horsemen in the dt-sert, they fired their maieiibck^ 
drew tlieir swords aud charged the hoi-semen; a hot liglit 
followed, the cavalry offered quarter, it was refused auil bU 
the robbers died under sluold, side by side : nut » hub 
flinched. In another action, a liill rubber fought dispiTUclf 
when fast on the bayonet of a European soldier. A eecuad, 
three days ago, being run through with a bayonet wreuubeJ 
the Englishman's musquet from bim, and drawing ^''^ 
bayonet from liis own body severely wounded the owner uiil 
then dropped dead. The English soldier survives. He lui 
two more are still alive of the nine who attacked tlie rockj 
platform, where they killed mora than their own ouuibet: 
gallant fellows 1 each had two medals : the tliouglit ul » 
vexes me sadly. 

" The sulphur mine is not worked. Merchants take luof 
to consider before they make an iuvestinent, A compWf 
undertook to send out wine and beer direct from Fram."* »oi 
England, aud a year and a half bavo elapsed irilbuui i 
single bottle having yet arrived though the sale is offW"^ 
Now, if swill and guzzle take snuh lime aud caution y" 
may judge tliat a mine will take years. The salt discofww' 
toquires no working, it lies in beds on tlie surface serff*! 
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■ -ftet ihick. These things must be left to time. The Aichi- 
incdt-oti screw of [loltei's irork fur mising water I diil uot 
iry, a» ilif coiDiiiua Persian wheel is chenper. We liave got 
two puiDpa otii from Englnnd, and thoy are up, but I huvc 
Dot y«t heArd if they tiDswer. At Eurraohee I have suc- 
ceeded in getting giirdens rnmle. Mnjor Blunkins, my com- 
missnry, is one of tliusu Rubinsfin Crusue Fellows gifted with 
lliG power uf Uimiog a wilderness into a paiftdise. His 
operntioutt are magical. He anived at Hydrabad after the 
balile of Meeauee, and before DuLba was fought bis house 
was built, and all domestic auimals that ever entered Noah's 
nrk were in his rornpound. lu two months more he hud a 
mugnificent garden which supplied the whole army with 
lege tables. 

" Wlien I reached Kurrachee 1 found all my orders for 
fimning nod improving n garden there had been neglected, 
tngh the means were at band. I hrought Blenkius down 
1 Hydrabad. In one month bis house was built, imd a 
) of laud, before filled with weeds though called ' ihe 
7in>ent garden,' was by him instantly tilled with camp 
lowera at work. The government of Bombay were per- 
sisty rupees a month, and the garden now 
B eight hundred rupees a montii, furnishing quantities of 
f kind of vegetable ; for one rupee you may buy 1 « lbs. 
light of esculents! This is magic. The garden, my girls 
', is perfectly beautiful and the fashionable evening pro- 
ide, full of trees in avenues which already give shade, 
npidly have they grown in that astonishing soil, for all 
I lias been done in six mouths ! Bleukins is making it 
kntific gnrdeo as well as a useful one. and finds he can 
prodni* vaiious things which they cannot grow at Bombay. 
He is going, under my direction, to moke a large farm, and I 
nropuBu to have some of my robber prisoners there to tcacb 
at the end of a year, when they have acquired a 
i for vejjetikbles, they shall havg houses and gardens; 
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nail tlicu tlicy will no longer sigh ofl^r Llie 
their children will not. 

" When I first landed at Kurrachee, there was bad t 
and bad niont, and not a vegetable cutild be bod : a t 
of medical men reported that aix out of every seven raea 
of Ujo 22nd Regiment were infected nith scurvy ; yet tUe 
government of Bombay was feeding lliem with salt pruii- 
sions, for feur meat should spoil ! I wrote instantly to Sir 
George Arthur for vegetablea and lime-juice, which lie 
poured in promptly and so saved the regiment. At tlj« 
lime nlso the troops bud to wnde fVom ships nnder u burn- 
ing sun to the shore, up to their middle in mud ! Yet wt 
bad been four years in possession ! Now I have made » 
pier, which, when finished, will be two miles long, und 
already everybody lands from boats at once. To bring tiiB 
river Mullaree into the pluoe, from about fonrteen miles' dit- 
tauce, is another object; the water of Kurraubee is M 
good ; for this I have not yet got leave frnm Calcotu* 
though eight months have passed since my plans anil esli- 
mates, thelatteronly £12,000, wentiu. If allowed todoliii* 
it will moke Kurrachee delightful, and I will give Blentins 
fountains in his gardens, and everybody shall be comfurt- 
nble as to water. The slowness of Indian work is post <i»- 
durance. Want of engineers, want of artificere, 
government sanction doors me. Bleukins' garden h 
has destroyed scurvy, there is not now in my belief t 
in Scinde." 

Ho could never obtain even on answer to bis letters d 
the water, nrtd linally cholera came to send thuusn 
souls to the judgment seat, testifying to the neglect tl 
destroyed llicm ! 

" I wish I could give you more iurormaiion, but ih* 
enormous mass of papers in great disorder, aocumulsw' 
while in these rocks, prevents my getting nt what I *■"'■ 
— This letter was written in the hills, immediatelj after ^ 
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fell of Trakkee. — "The negociations with these robbers 
odIv kept me from civil business for a few days, and already 
tbe pile of trials is about two feet high on my table ! I dare 
My not less than thirty cases, some being from 50 to 90 
slieete of foolscap, and life or death involved in many ! 

"I am likely, thanks to that wise man Lord Ripon, to 
bate a fight about my letters to you, in which case the 
directors will probably supersede me ; for they are, like all 
civil rulers, extremely violent and unjust. However so in- 
different is it to me whether I go or remain, that lefk to my- 
Klf it would be a toss up : yet if the coming heat is borne 
pretty well, to remain for my five years would be agreeable. 
Tkree have already passed ; in two years more my lamp will 
^ very low, and it may as well flicker in England as here, 
^ily strength I still have. Take to-day. I was up at 
**<> o'clock in the morning, the march was twenty- two miles 
"^d We did not get to the end before twelve o'clock ; I then 
wept under a tree till the baggage arrived, and it was half- 
P*st two before my breakfast was ready. People here say 
^bat you have set Buist mad with rage : I don't read him. 

** Sir Robert Sale told me I ought to have had my whole 
P*y as general and governor in batta the other day ; but 
^bey gave me only that of general : the first would have been 
^en thousand pounds, the last is only four thousand, which 
•Ppears to me plenty I confess. Sale said I ought to me- 
morialize, but that did not meet my notions, though had the 
money been offered I Aiould have taken it. I have just 
beard from Bombay that your book is setting the enemy 
mad there : it has touched their livers worse than the sun. 
That is right, *very moderate' writing is not to my taste: 
it is writing which will not call facts by their names; it 
takes the starch out of men's deeds and leaves the world in 
doubt whether they did right or wrong, or whether they did 
anything at all ! Our father was abused for using strong 
language ; everybody is at the moment, but not afterwards 
if borne oat by facts— if otherwise, such language is dis- 
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creditable in proportion to its strengtb. You say I know 
' enough of silly government men.' Don't I ! but it is not 
very hard to bear, and there is no help : it is like a disease, 
and must be borne as one. 

" Hai^inge has not taken the slightest notice of my dis- 
patch about the surprize at Ooch, though written two months 
ago ! It was a formal public letter to the governor-general 
in council, and I also wrote a private one a day after: that 
night I could do no more from fatigue. Our movements are 
not in the Gazette, and all has passed as if nothing had 
taken place ! This is curious, but I see Lady Emily 
Hardinge is ill, and I fear, poor fellow, that his busiDesa 
pressing on him, together with anxiety about his wife, ia 
getting into arrears. I hope the government will approve of 
what has been done. If not I shall be sorry, but maintaia 
that I am right." 
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^confedemcy of llie hill tribes was now tit an end, but 
Ktlute security for tlie Scindian irantier was not expucl^d 
r ibc conqueror. Islam Bhoogieo liad escaped from Trukkee 
itli eorae hundreds of followers, and there were straggling 
imds thiLt never entered that stronghold. Rejected by the 
iikhs, and by the tribes wbioh bnd not engaged in tbe war, 
lieie men, tbe general foresaw, would ulUmately be compelled 
y want to recommence depredations in Scinde. Therefore 
' Was he garrisoned Shapoor and distributed bis cavalry 
Oder different ofBcers so as to enable them to meet, or 
■ the worst to intercept the marauders on their road from 
'y foray. How he disposed of tbe captive tribes and 
u«f8 may be seen in llie Hietorj' of the Scindian Adoiinis- 
alion, and will be occasionally touched upon in bis letters 
id Journal. 

Having by his great enterprize secured Scinde from ex- 
WLal disturbance, be again bent all his energies to its 
>leni»l advancement; but he was no longer tbe gover- 
oi for good he had been under Lord Elienborougb. 
'ttiKies and vexations and insults bo bad now to sustain 
ron m«a, and hard visitations from nature, fur his was a 
fa originally destined to terrible etnigglea. His power 
'W wautog ; the support be bad a right to expect dimi- 
iiilied; the enmity of the directors augiuented, and ihe 
iHoliinations of the Bombay ctiqite were multiplied in 
roportion to the eucouragemt-nt received from England, 
lie abu&ive language of the press became absolutely 

ptfai; and Outram was now having a book composed-^ 
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lie wns loo illiterate to write it himself, but obtiUDcd,TO^ 
eaid on good nutliorlty, the aid of Mr. Willougliby ilie 
secretary, who to avoid detection as to liis oimfillciiT. 
employed an anmniicnsis in his oira family to irnnscfibo 
his con trihu Lions and revisions. The work hod howeva 
but a poor effect, being filled with false osseriious, wis- 
quotations, and even forged quotations. 

" Journal, March 26th. Sukkur. — I am working about 
an exchange of territory with Ali Moorad, and I was not 
before aware how easily men iu authority con on lliese 
occasions enrich ihemfielves. Ali himself boa gitcn hi« 
own servant, Sheik Ali Hussein, sixty thousand pounds 
for negociating with me about the turban ! Too haJ 
nothing to do with that negociation said Brown lo d'e 
Sheik. No ! but I went between ! So carrying messages, 
about six times, cost Ali Moorad six Iocs! Brown mi I 
could therefore have feathered our nests well, and noMj 
could have produced proof of our raseality. Well, miicli 
as I object to the politicals of Lord Auckland I do belicw 
they were all clean-handed honorable men ; Uiey aqtiand^reJ 
the public money in a most abominable manner but look 
no bribes. What civil servants would do in such siiualioua 
I cannot say ; but believe that generally ibey are honest un 
this point, though they all squander the public money. 

is said to have taken presents; so did ai'l 

; and did the same notoriously : but these 

recipients of improper gains, female and male, aro sa 
spoken of as to mark them for exceptions, and ebew 
tlial honesty is the rule : my belief is that bribery i» ^"^ 
more common in India than in England." 

The Sattara parliamentary papers go strongly lo ooninwi'' 
this favourable opinion, so far as Bombay was coucemed. 

" 27th. — Letter from Hnrdinge. He is pleased wilt 
hill campaign : this is sniislnctory to mc. He t 
leave to emasculate my reply lo tlie secret < 
minute upon Cutcli: be may do as be likes. 




J Tcir.] 



ErOCH XVI, PERIOD I.-SCINDE. 



2H5 



angry at tlieir dirty attnck on Lord Ellenbo rough, and 
gave ibe writers, who were only ilje directors iioniiiinllj', wliai 
tWr deserved : it was certainly comjiosed by Oiitrani's 
:.n lion nt Bombay; and if I am not mistaken much, by 

■[r. L , for it is just like bia wiahy-wasby nonsense. 

liNwevcr fat a eunuch Hardinge may make of my paper 
ii will still floor their arguments. 

" 28th. — These robbers will be more difficult to deal 
with in peace tliaa in war! but I shall manage them 
yet. Hardinge indicates war in the I'uiijaub next cool 
season. I shall not like to go there ; my strength is gone, 
and the idea of making war in a litter Uke Marshal Snxe 
is hateful. Another campaign on hor^ieback I might 
Kcbieve perhaps ; but it is not fair to the soldiers to put 
a tnan at their bead who can no longer dismount to lend 
lliem up a hill sword in liniid. That is not a general's duty 
siiy your wiseacres. No ! (u do it is not, but he ought lo 
lo able to do so, However God decides these things, not 
men. If I am destined to lead an anny again strength 
will pcrhnps come, and if I go as far as I can and then 
dfup what better end can be wished for ? 

" 20th, — Worked out a draft treaty for exchange of terri- 

iiirv wiih Ali Moorad, and hope ilie govern or- general will 

ctiiifirm it ; our respective possessions will thus be separated 

I ttd unbroken. This treaty may be said to complete my 

Maquest and settlement of Sciude, and my work may now 

W left (o a successor; who viU be an ass if he dues not 

' Oftirj on the government with a flowing sail. I would slake 

*T life OD the tranquillity of the country for fifty years to 

■^me if common prudence is exercised. I mean serious 

"iMorbance; for that the rascals of the bills will always 

'ivo little pic-nics we muel expect : hut no bands of tbou- 

"Hnds with sword and shield will fret the bordor agaiu, as 

^na the case before I quelled them. 

^drabad, April 4th. — Bad passnge. Had up two 
t jnghirdars, louk their immense jnghires i 
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ihBin, left them in irona, ordered tlieir scrvrmt lo bo fl<^^> 
and will luing llicir five friends, This will coiil them in tie 
neighbourhood of Sncciirunda for Home time. I have alw 
inflicted a heavy fine on these villnins, and I Ihink they will 
not forget the Bheitan-kft-Bhaee. My intention was to Imre 
strung up these two jaghirdars nt once, bal as five men niusi 
he hanged the effect wilt he snfBuient aiid my wish is not 
to take more iivGB than are acitially necessary : ihey deaerve 
hangitig however; and I will brenk down llieir system of 
robbery and murder though it cost a heoatomb of mercileBS 
Bcouiidrels. I fear I shall never tame my captive* ; the life 
of R robber is too pleasant to be ubandonett; bat if tliet 
get hanged their children will be more manageable. I oiiisl 
however be Hiicceeded by a fellow who will follow up tiie 
work, and not be bullied hy being called Sheiton-ka-Bhaw. 
and all tho other niimea heaped upon me. All else goaig 
on pretty well here; but the works of tbo entreuebed vantf, 
made by the engineer, are not to be compared to those imdt 
by Fitzgerald nl Larkaana. Tho engineers of India hmid 
to mc more of builders than military engineers: and they 
get on slowly. However, Hcott end Maswell and I'esti) Ut 
very active clever men ; and perhaps I lay lo their slownew 
what really belongs to their workmen : Scott nsed to go li«Jf 
mad with those fellows, Waddington would be a capit»J 
engineer for Methusalab : he is however a first-rate wlilitT' 
and few would suit me bett^ for a siege, being clevH 
resolute and up to his work, which be tinully does betnu- 
fidly ; so does Scott, who is a trump : he is n nephew of i^ 
Walter Scott, Indeed, when I come to antdj-se, my rointrii* 
are not just: the laziness of ibeir workmen not tlic wp- 
neers' slowness should certainly be blamed. Scott liiU uu 
slowness; Maxwell is all energy, and so is Pento: yetwrn 
goes on like a tortoise. Well, patience is the rei 
have lost Baker: he is very clever and very aotii 
a great loss for Scinde. 

" Bih, Kurnicbee, — Working at Ali Moorad's inr«t] 
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IB I bdicre ihe first treot.y ever made in ludiu thai took tlie 
poor people into oonsiderntion: it is made to protect them 
fmm tyranny. God knows whether Hiirdinge will rutify it ; 
li'* onglit, and will if he consnits his own feuHugs, but ray 
r iir is that his civil councillors will upset it. 

" April 2 tst. — This day I gave my daughter Emily to her 
■ uisin Wilham. How life floats on, and approaches the 
r-Fit fall ! I am in the rapids now I I hear the roftr, the 
liiial secne comes on apace : I ciin meet it like other men I 
Mippose. Both my beloved daughters are now married ; 
two good and true soldiers have them and my mind is easy 
for their future. 

"Captnin Kennedy, April aist. — This day I gave away 
Eraily to William, They are both good, and I tniat reh- 
H^oas. withont which there is no good, and no power to sus- 
tain the blight of this life, which strikes on all more or less, 
" I got down the robbers without bloodshed. This was 
crlonous, and delightful to me; and now my hope is to do 
- ime good in this fine cnmiliy. Would that I could but get 
vnnr agricultural schools to work here. The difficulties arc 
I fear not to be yet Burmounied, 1", Very wild men. 2". 
>fahomeun tfligion. S". Language. The religion I would 
not lonch, hut they would not mix with us: it is not con- 
version ihey fear but contamination. The language is the 
worei obstacle: many dialects ore spoken in Seinde, but 
ni.-ither Persian nor Hindostaneo by the poor, or even the 
rich. I am giving all who will cultivate fresh land two 
s^ars rent free, and leases for 14 and 20 years. I have also 
Jraftpd a treaty with Ali Moorad, one artlclo of which he 
gn-ntly reaiais : it provides that no man who flies for protec- 
tion from one state to the other sliiill be given up, except for 
murder or for troasou; and then the state so claiming a 
^^dprit stiiill send proofs of d'.'linquency satisfactory to the 
Hk« under whoso protection he is. It also provides that 
^^bjBMo nay settle in either state at pleasure. Ali says his 
^^H^BIrU then be a desert. My answer is, ' Trent your 
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toumt, vfho renson nod facts tell us ia our dead); enemy. 
He alwnys muet be, foi ve gtep into liis plnco ; he dosceuds 
in the Bcule of eodety nnd we stand on his head, Tbe 
rjot is nuned by us, though willing to he our tneod. Vet 
he is the man to whom we imiat tnist for keeping Jndii. 
and the ouW one who can take it iiom us if ne ill use him. 
for he then joius hiB hated natural chief! The ptril at- 
tending strangers and conquerors of one hundred and eighty 
miUions of people cannot be wholly put aside. Yet Fitg- 
lish and Xndiaus may be amalgamated by Just and equal 
laws, until we are no longer strangers ; then, having power, 
we shall never be attacked before all distinctions are worn 
out by inter-marriflges and blended habits of life : llie groat 
operations of nations work changes wliluU man cannot or 
at least does not command. The final result of our Indian 
conquests no man can predict; but if wo take the people by 
the hand we may count on mhog India for ages. Justice, 
rigid justice, even severe justice, will work miracles: it has 
its basis in the desire of man for protection against cruelty, 
and cannot be shaken : India is safe if so ruled. But sucli 
deeds are done as make me wonder that wo hold it a year I 
Well I will leave my teiid theories, as old Indians would 
coll them, and answer your letter. 

'■ Hardinge writes to me in delight at your book— first 
pan of the Conquest ; but he wants me to write a letter ex- 
plaining my meaning to the civil servants, in regard to mj 
letter which you have therein printed. This I will »ol du. 
I did not mean my letter for publication, because unablit to 
fix upon any fact with proof; hut I maintain what 1 saii 
' Certain cicil servants.' ' Tkme men.' ' General opimn^ 
are words which should clear me from the accusaiiun «f 
attacking the whole of the governing powers of IndJi- 
However they have one and all token it upon Uie 
and I suppose will get tno removed. They are weloom 
will not explain away one word. Wliat I have said I 
said, and repeat it; repeat ' the it' as Cobbetl saja. , 
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t it, is what you linve publiebed, tind refers only to tie 

Ity, not to the good, and it is the guilty who are furious 

I course. I nm able to meet and mantige their fury; but 

I BotnbikT fellows Cftn paralyze my operations here, for 

idepend on them for everything. Ouiram's friend Wil- 

^bby 18 secretary, and 1 am told keeps Sir G. Arthur in 

r pocket: this may or may not be true, but everybody 

Butat also is his friend, and is all day long at his 

Ibse it is said, and I have traced one or two lines in the 

ubtty Times against me, word for word nith those in a 

r of bis lo me; only in the letter it was as a question 

Kch prerenled its being an attack. Then the beads ol 

mente, and that soft little silky man, Lieut. -Colonel 

tfviUe, hrolhor to the Melville who rules the Indian 

jjitise: if you bring all these upon me it will be difficult 

f ibold Scinde. Buist is I am told, anxious beyond mea- 

B to make up with me : he is afraid of you. 

''I have put new people and frieuds into Poolagee, Ooiagec, 

jnote and Bushoree, on the frontier, besides my garrison ni 

jor, to overawe the fragments of robbers, for I expecl 

Be puriinl roliickin<f. I have however just heard, that 

pac robbers who would not surrender httvo come over the 

lertwilh their families to join those captured and settled 

; they having now seen that we keep faith. Captain 

s had ruined our reputation by his conduct towards 

■a. uid I have laid all the papers of that affair before 

rdioge for I'ostans' answer. He was a political, turned 

ft by Lord Kllenborough, and may be good or bad ; but I 

I liere to uphold the honour of our qitqs, and determined 

t to lot wrong-doing be passed over. Poalans' condncl 

[ great weight with me in pardoning the giant Beja: it 

1 mo ranch trouble, and the robbers' confidence in my 

li oonld hardly overcome their distrust from Posian^' 

, but Ali Moorad was useful in removing the dif- 

Blty. 

!* A earious fact is known. The robbers left faiibful ser- 
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VDUts with tiieir families when tiiey Dianned the i 
tiglilnl Trukkfe, giviui; tliis order. ' Cut the tliroata a 
women asd oltildren if the dny goes against ns, uuless^ 
can see the general himaelf ; then spare, for he has t 
the women of llie Ameers with all respect nod will do so with 
ours.' True or false this story coraea from natives and is on 
earnest of feeling towards us, for it is certain they directed 
that their famihes should be destroyed if attacked by AH 
Moorad. 

"You and I agree about the Whigs, and Sir Charles 
Styles writes to me thus. ' I fear I am not a good Whig, 
iiud think they should be only let into office once iu fifty 
years, to hold for seven.* My answer was ' for three.' just lo 
gain ground for impeaching tbcm. I have tried lo explain 
to Lord Ripon, who is evidently nervous about Scinde, the 
causes, there are several, of the loss experienced by the 7Hth 
Regiment. Their officers are furious if you say the men drink ; 
but I know they do, and bard too. It was the fashion 10 sat 
no man could stand Scinde four years, yet here am I at sixty- 
three, strong for my age and with trials enough : but mj 
brain and liver are not overheated by wine and spirits, and 
Rttflcks of fever do not bold me fast. The natives get fit^^l 
and violently, but recover because tbey do not drink. ^^M 

" Your views about executions are exactly mine. ll^| 
indeed very low and distressed at putting so many men U> 
death; it makes me dishke public employment; but it must 
be done or we should be one sheet of blood wbich th6 
inundation of the Indus could alone rival. It is vtond^^H 
how the poor people rejoice at roy success over Beja an^^^| 
associates. The Bengal Sepoys call me a spirit, not a l^^l 
I he papers say, a Deota: what that exactly signilies I donof 
know, but it does no harm amongst these wild fellows, it 
frightens tbem. I am working now to alleviate the taxstioo 
on the poor; and also preparing for a Punjanh war, hi 
forcing on the organization of my baggage corps. 

" I send you a copy of my real dispatch aboot the bjU 
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campaign, but you must only print what Hardiuge !ms 
priuted : he has curtailed it for good rettsons no doubt. 
[awc-ver it is a paper to gbew you ihs whole ibing. The 
liratiees are as yet going on well Rioog the frontier, they 
I settled aa cnltivatora on the tenure of repelhng all 
(Hys by the robbers who still remain ut large. The 
logteeB of Meer Hussein's tribe there will be trouble 
He is himself a prisoner without any conditions, iind 
D onglit to have been hanged ; for he it wus who betrayed 
both Clibbom and Clarke : the Murrees told me all about 
those affairs. He says plumply iiis tribe shan't work, so 1 
put him in chains and told him he shall remain chained 
uotU ihey do work, and if they rob he and they shall be 
banged. Meanwhile I have heard that Islam and hia 

Iogtees, who escaped us, being pushed for food plundered 
Mazarees, who pursued them, retook the spoil and slew 
Bhoogtees. Islam then assailed the Murrt^es, who slew 
mdred of tliem : tliis added to those I brought away and 
« we killed has nearly destroyed the tribe. 
Sir H. Hardinge, April. — As to my letter, which Wilham 
published, I of course never dreamed of its being published : 
but I atond by what I said, I heard the general opinion of 
iboso I met on my arrival in India, expresr^ing just what I 

Ire stated. And as regards certain person*, who ibey 
re I do not know, and of course should not have repeated 
B opinion hud I imagined my letter would ever have seen 
rlighi; ihnugh I beheved then and believe still the fact 
be as Blated. Dut not as regards the ' tchule citil servivi-.' 
tod God ! I must be mad to suppose that a whole body 
of men could ait so; yet I am perfectly satisfied that some 
li.l, and that Ireachery was practised towurda Lord Ellen- 
liorougb. Well, it was to tlieae some I referred : csrtaiu 
a was my expieseion. As to the teanle/al euptrndttun. 
1 well known and spoken of by evcrjbody I met ar 
ubay ; and when I came to Scindc, I myself, uu receiving 
D Uajur Oatram the political department at Sukkur. rt- 
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ilaoed the expencu in one dny hy Bixty thousand i 
atinuin ; and could beneficially Lave redaced it still e 
oanolsosbew, ibalmycontiugentbill averaged from Iwei 
iliirty rupees; wbereas tbose of my predecessor- 
were, I believe, not seldom less than ae many hundreds, 
thousands! Was not that a waKtrful expenditure t 
public money ? And I have heard of one biindreil and I 
dozens of claret being ordered up to A (TgU an is tan fori 
politicsl, at government's expcnce '. These tilings I iniif 
gave the tone to the general opinion. It is true, that tin 
Ross Bell was a civiliiin Outram was a mibtary n 
Poltinger ; eo was Buraea, for whom the claret was senlfl 
to shew off before a people who do not drink wine 1 but 
ibey were all acting hs civil servants. I dare say they ^tut 
the money believing they were acting right : but that d 
make the system less ruinous to lite state. 

"M.Genl. W. Napier. May 7ih.— The Bombay Tin 
trying two things. One is to make out thai I attribol 
the deaths in the T8th to drunkenness, which is a lie; tiit! 
second, that in my dinner speech, in wiiich I called Buisl 
the 'blatant Biiixl' amidst great applause, and 
speech he has not got ; that I disclosed the whole pla 
FiiTaugemenl of a Funjaub war — which is another lio." 

This lie proved a most pemiciooa one for ilie publid 
was douhlless so intended. The false version of 9 
Napier's speech in the Bombay Times was rend 
Sikhs, and more than one writer has affirmed that it ron 
that people to hostihiies, as thinking tho English wore 
going to attack them ! 

" What I said was. The fame of llie robber tribes snc- 
cesses against us last summer, and tho hope of plundtriDg 
Scinde, would have swelled tboir number to an army, and * 
very large one ; su that next year we might have foriv w 
fifty tliousoud of those men encamped in the hill* t,\ua^ om 
western fi-ontiei-s. Now suppose, that despite of tho pcncefiil 
poUcy pursued by the governor- general, which God prosper' 
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1 there is danger of a wnr in the north, ns ever)- one mny 

p; ODd if such were to befnll, it would be impossible for iis 

BiBRh northward to Bssist the grnnd nmiy while we litid 

u) enemy as the robbers on our frontiers. I dare soy 

will be listened to in Lcadeu/jcrttf Street, and that I 

1 gel some worrying letter of inqnirles. This India 13 

1 with idle men, whose ocoupation is to attack through 

woiious press every public man: not for what he has 

) hot for wtiat ihey invent. I must however say that 

t Qenlttunan'ii Gaztlte has justiQed its title, and tlie 

Uckhar has also behaved well. 
"What you say about death punishment coincides with 
f views, as indeed all your opinions do. I do not shrink, 
1 the question is easily settled in Scinde, 1 urn one wlio 
[ it oaunot he abolished in any country without pro- 
ing greater Buffering and greater injury to society than 
f its uae. After many years' reflection, my opiiuon is that 
I control nature by doctrines is bad : the murderer in 
prison for life, or even for many years, becomes an object of 
pity to the moss of men : tlie crime is forgotten and the 
culprit becomes a martyr. Society, no doubt, has the right 
of taking its own measures to disable him for mischief; it 
has a right to take life or leave it ; but it is doubtfitt how 

twB have the right to preserve it in misery. Be it so 
ever. After ten or fifteen years he is repentant, a worn- 
good man but a miserable one ! The feelings of men 
liim from his prison, but the doctrine holds him fast 
till death and human nature revolts. I do not mean how- 
ever that executions should bo as they were in England, 
\ a man was hanged almost for sneezing. My con- 
e is clear as a ruler, but I do not like being a judge ! 
luld rather live a private man ; yet being here I must 
( what is necessary, and these ruffians can only be put 
down by severity. Even Deriah Khan Jackranee, who has 
for ymrs expressed his hatred of the robber life and at once 
closed with my offer, and whose countenance tells of 
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natural ^oodoess, Iries every villaiDous fraud and lie and 
trick to rob us: and he does rob his own men! 

" I am occupied la fonuing a boggage corps of camels. 
Id the hills a large valley was quite choked with baggmge on 
the 22nd of February. We had marched at daylight Tor 
Deyrah, and llie baggage followed a guard trhich went for- 
ward to secure a difficult pass. I remeiued on hor^bock 
from 4 A.M. until 2 p.m. before the baggii^'u bad passed me. 
mid from my place to the camp, a valley of three miles, wm 
BO jammed that hardly could an order get sent to the troops ; 
and the cavalry, with a battery, were forced lo take anollier 
rout« 1 Such fixes are formidable closu to an enemy. Wiih 
a well-regulated baggage corps I could have cleared thai 
dciile four or fivo hours sooner. Had au attack been made, 
and one was expected, the confusion would hove been very 
dangerous. My organization is tills. An elephant is lo 
carry a large flag by day. and by night a large lantern, 
fixed in a liowdah. Each company is to have a camel with 
its own smaller Reg of its otrn colour, and a lantern of 
some colour; and all the trappings of all the nnimda of 
each compFiny are to be of one colour, that of their i 
The drivers are so to be dressed also if I find do incca 
nlence as to transfers which may possibly bo. 

"This forming of baggage in regiments will 
more wieldy ; and by arming and drilhug the drircrs, anil 
giving every camel its driver instead of one man lo three 
animals which is now the practice, I sboll get rid of ihu 
great baggage guards; oue man will lead two camels, the 
other man will flank them, and both will load and unload. 
I also attach five elephants to apply their foroe to baggage 
or guns as necessity demands. My general order of march, 
where possible, is to have the baggage on tlie reverse flank- 
With this new organization the lumber may go to any 
plave, and tbmi a living redoubt defended by ilio drivcni 
Hgiiiiist the wild cavalry of the country, which sweeps rouud 
■.ou like a storm and settles on \t 
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^^Bkdeed do the same, for in tlie hills we lost above tliirty 
^l^eoplp, cut Ui pieces ihe moment they passed our seotriee. 
B "You shall have deUiila of our revenue, but osk Lord 
EUonborDUgh about publiahing them or you will involve mc 
siill more with the directors; their jealousy at aDytliing 
)i''iug made known it] inconceivuble, and I am bothered 
(i'Ugh without more quarrels. Buist republished your 
i -"■k in his paper, and by that act of open piracy hurl 
Uio sale, 
^^r "May ISth, — I am working to ameliorate the labouring 
PBilBO'a condition ; and if I succeed, it will attract population 
' from the neighbouring countries, increasing revenue and 
diiiiinbhing imposts. KuiTacliee has already enlarged ko 
thiit the walla no longer contain the town ; streets ore 
springing up onlside; this is much in two years. We shall 
do a great deal in the civil administration this summer, hut 
ii is for all that very slow work, because I am afraid to re- 
move an unjust tax until it can be supplanted by a just one : 
u uew one, even though just, may give umbrage to theae 
wild people ; they would rather bear a heavy unjust one that 
■ liiid always been' than a light one if new. I am writing 
ir you a paper on the state of these people when we look 
iijo conntry, hut have no quiet time; alt 1 do indeed is wiili- 
'<ul quiet. 

" in the late operations the patience of the troops and ot 
iKc camp followers was really admirable. In one hunt 
liter ir«y, OS tlie Beloehees call plunder, two hundred of 
■lilt beuutifbl regiment the 2ud Europeans, marched in- 
■ *«antly for fifteen hours over such ground us I suppose 
ihe world cannot match for ravines, except in places where 
ii i^ impossible to march at nil. This is a section. 
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witle, full of rocks, and the ublc land covered with bouJ 
nil ihe horses lost their ehoesun them, otunbers were t 
iLcd iDiiny died. The sphts were from two to three hioq 
feel deep, and when the party came back the men wero ^ 
beat, and all without shoes; yet all laughing and dcU^ 
for the uiuff waa sold in cnnip and the money dislrihj 
amongst them on ihe RpoC: no prize agents ! 
gave their shares to the men. If wb have a PuDJaiih % 
hope to have that regiment again : it and the 86ih Qxu 
which is in magnificent order, would make a bole in a Silih 
line of hntile. Did I tell you the 22nd vrere not all Iri^li. 
only half exactly-" Ho bad said all were, and the error 
crept into the History of the Conqnest. " This like all uij 
letters has been written by fits and starts, and probably bus 
ten times as much words as matter : you have all the rubyi 
as it comes up." 

Ac tliis time a memorial against Sir C. Xaplec by a 
civil servants of Bombay was being hawked aboat, audi 
menaces made as to its ultimate effect. 

" A night's sleep on the civilians memorial has brd 
me to laugh at it, and it will be laughed at in Kn\ ' 
tliough here in a small society much connected by mar- 
liages, and with a preas at command, they make a grenl 
fuss I however all I said is true, fuss ur no fuss. If I ain 
called upon to prove my words they slinll have some vmb- 
tion ; for my first demand shall be for a list of their salaiics, 
and their contingent bills, and all that will be most inoe 
nient to he made known. I will bring forth Ibe c 
Captain Fostaus' bouse, a political agent, soma fifty t 
sand rupees ; and Outrnm's extravagant furniture for h 
L'xpensive house. I will have the pay and nllowADSil 
other governors compared with mine; and their peiijofi 
also : I having none. When it comes to details ibvj 4 
hke the hot potato in tlicir mouths. 

" June 4th. — The civilians at Calcutta ore iilso ii 
and BI'o^vn and I are struck with t])e li/ll/r tilings J 
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everr small detftil is cavilled at, but I take no nuiice os 
there is no change in Hnrdiuge. Jack Kamsay tells Johu 
be was in a society of civilians who were abusing you and 
me, and adduced lUe matchlock bet at Foonah as a proof of 
what /iam we were. Now I have you said Ramsay. I saw 
the whole affair, and heard Captain St. John say he bad lost 
the bet, and saw bim pay : this was a floorer. Your book 
sil8, as a writer in the Gentleman's Gazette says, ' Like a 
nigbtnmrc on the editors of papers as they doze ia tlie edi- 
iiia] chairs.' TAe letter is the only part that has not done 
; but I have told Ijard liipoD that I owe an apology to 
I jackals for comparing them to tlie certain civil ser- 
: jackals are good beasts that only seek their lawful 

" A number of prisoners, criminals, here pleaded starra- 
I in excuse for robbery, wherefore I sent queries to all 
Hectors as to the comparative prices of labour and of food. 
r reporia are clever, and shew that the robbing gentry 
starvo from idleness, and rob from habit. As to revenue 
we have placed £100,000 in the pubbc treasury since we 
look Scinde, after paying all the expence of civil goveru- 
uieni and police. This will cover ranch more than the bar- 
racks yet built have cost; and I have oiBcially offered m 
t Scinde with 5000 troops, which was the number as- 
pied by Lord Auckland for holding Kurrachee and Sukkur 
J before the conquest. This however is without reference 
ft Punjaub war. Hardinge must then determine my force : 
■never mentions the subject to me, but I shall to bim. If 
nter Mooltan 1 ought to have at least filleen thousand 
: odda like those at Meeanee must not be the rule, or 
»t mischief will befall. Meanwhile all our frontier is 
„ not a robber to be got for love or money ; Cutcbee is 
i4ting into cultivation again, and will it is said be one 
Vast aheet of grain, adding two and a-half lacs to tlio Khan 
of Khelat's revenue. My settled captive robbers are work- 
■iiifC bard on (heir lands, and are said to be all delighted. 
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esci'pt Beja, who is Bulky, and compliuued that Ali Mcwi 
wuiched liim too ulosely. Ali aiiswcrod lims. ' To mttli 
joii ooat me iwo lacs ; to let you ijsoape would com mc 
more.' The MuiTeea, who refused to have the Jtickraneti 
uouuiry when I offered it, write tliat ihey have fought the 
Bhoogtees again aod killed sixty, taking much spoil : if 
half this be irae the anuient proud Bhoogtees are 
cootut. Troops are being collected on the Sullege in 
nuiubera, 80 I suppose Hardinge meaus to atuiok; '■ 
may be only a protective force. 

" My beautiful sword from Lord EUeaboruugh ia come; 
'1 niaguiliceut blade and straight, such as the WuhatieM 
used ; BO mooushee Ah Acbar says, and he counts hiiuwJt 
It dab in these things : a straight Damascus blade such as 
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ft very rare weapon. 



"The robber chiefs would as you say have gone iotii 
MooJtan, if I had not been beforehand iu writing lo tlie 
Mazzart-es, menacing them if they received the fugitivi^ 
The Mooltan man wrote to me, saying one Mnzzaree tribe 
were Sikhs and he bad ordered tliem to aid ub with provision 
and bar entrance to the rubbers ; that the other tribes yietr 
guards of Beja. worse robbers than him, and the more I 
killed of them the belter: but they wore the very mem i 
wanted to be my friends, for their country was barren anJ 
rugged, and to fanve invaded then would have tinonnuusly 
extended my line of com muni cation. By good fortune tli« 
Bhoogtees had not long before plundered tliem ; and that, 
with fear of my vengeance which I always kt*]) in vivul 
colours before the barbarians' eyes, made item sead ohicfe 
to me as hostages for their loyalty. The Mooltau or River 
Mozzarees also kept true, but some rich Hindoo mer- 
chauta brought the enemy supplies, soiling at a ceuL per conU 
lit Qoojroo we captured their goods and shot the ownera — 
ligbling however : this made Ihe iper. loo hoznrdoQB D> ht 
eoutinued. The principal man behaved boldly. Oar fii¥t. 
volley killed all their horses, the men tried to caonnu aplj 
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Bide of a defile, but our people came on tliem : tbe chief 
ivould not run. liut stalked a^vay witli tbe stately Boloocli 
lounge, until shot nfier sliot brought him dowu. I was 
sorry for him, yet cuuld not avoid giving the order iv kill 
all who did not Burrunder. 

" It is reported thut the Eiihiirces have aided tlic 
Biioogietis uuder Isluoi sgnitist the Murrees; if true, but 
I doubt it, they shall be visited with a rod of iron : they are 
so liated by Burrounding tribes that to witlidraff my prolec- 
tjon would be a bignal for their destruction; tJie Murreea 
Hlone would be my slaves for ever to let them kill all 
the Kaliarcea. — luterrupted by plans for eslablisbing n 
Hheep farm ; we have mouutaius hard by for summer, nod 
plains for winter, and I have sent for Meriuo slieep to Bum- 
bay— tliey are to be bad there. My two indelnligiible im- 
provers, Bleiikins, nod McLeod ibe collector of customs, 
itro beginning this fuira ; Guinea grass and luceru are 
flourishing already, and in another year forage will be plen- 
tjful at Kurrachee, though it bus hitherto all come to us 
from Ciiluh at a great expenco; money going out for what 
wi5 ought to abound lu. Did I U-U you that in this oouniiy 
of niousooos there are no wind-mills ! We are getting two 
op and expect them to pay us eight or ten thousand pounds 

" Outram lately quarrelled witii the Bombay govenimeiu. 
by resisting orders and saying they wanted to niuki- a 
Mtt-anee slaughter in the Mabratta country: they recalled 
I iin, but Colonel Ovana being captured thoy left Outram : 
mi when Ovans was liberated Outran) poluHlerred to assiftt 
11 ibtB second Mteanee slaughter at tlie head of a light 
>rpB, first making the amende to goverumont. Ovaus then 
I --ignod, and Outram was put in his place with a lorga 
iliiry and tlie direction for the war. So muuh for his prin- 
!]>[(»: all right if he had nut volunteered. This 1 know 
:!<>ia Uir George Arthur to be the true story ; but the papers 
irv to cover him, saying he had m> ijiinnel with govcniincnl. 
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Tlie Bomliny Times liiiiliea about it, and WiUoughby 
writes for the Bombay Times; and as he is Ouiraint 
bosom friend is likely to be rlie milbor of most of thf 
attacks on me. I detected him in one, though he dues nut 
think so : he is remarkably smooth-tongued, aud in ooncwi 
with Otitram is getting up a book against mc 

" Henry Napier.— Constant riding in ibe liill campwiW 
hns Iftmed me, one of my ankles has given way, 1 was not 
in much danger from stray robbers. Ali Btrg, uiy ffuardi- 
man, with four Suiude horsemen always keep close to me, I 
could never ask the birds how tlioy fared in a wood wiUiuai 
Ali and his men, carbine in hand, protecting me. No fello* 
approaches me witli a petition but Ah Beg closes half be- 
tween us on guard ; some fellow may do me n mischief bat 
his dealh i> diffht. There is great fear of my Magnh 
pronouncing it Mogulafs, the accent on the first syl- 
lable. 

" Jouiiial, June 10th. — The robbers aro nil taking kindlT 
to their agriculture. I was quite right : man does not likei 
state of warfare, he tires of mischief. All is quiet in Sciuls: 
but there are forty-eight princes of the TaJpoor family livinR 
with AH Moorad ; they have all come in from Rojan : drimi 
away I suspect by the Sikhs of that part, who were nlarmc)! 
lit my progress among the hills. All. from vainglorr. 
nothing else, has received them. These men will, if I »m 
obliged to nmrob against Moollan, make an insurrecHnu in 
Scindo, which may be dangerous or not according to iln' 
quantity of brains in the man I leave in command. 

" The Court of Directors has shewn its usual folly and su- 
preme ignorance of government, in allowing tlicse dethrcno) 
princes xo return. They, the directors, liuve my npinion »d 
this matter, and having given it I wash my hands of all 
culpability unless I neglect to watch these peopio. wiiii* 
assuredly will not be the case : even ns n cot watcbcB ID>"' 
will I watch them. Treason Imweve* aeis watchfulness »> 
fault nine times out of ten, and I must ding into the 
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B foola tlie dftnger they iucur. ' Put down insurrection; 
■ ! bni (he Uiing is uot to let it get up ; to put down costs 
I lives of lirave men on both sidea. But when did civil 
9 CKK for the lives of soldiers ? Never in all history." 
Tie Crimea hns home fearfiil tesiimony to this truth. 
Bamiy coosigued hy vain-glorious incapable ministers to 
r Bnd death, with n heartless flippancy and self-laiida- 
I sickening to the souls of honest men— the excuse 
mg, that after a long peace war had found ihem unready ! 
Sdid not find Florence Nightingale unready, and sublime 
Ibice and feeling was the poor sick soldier's expression of 

-"May she tfo to Ileavpn heforr sftv dins." 

" Civil rulers, especially republicans, have always been sun- 

Ruinnry and wasteful ; they talk of war's evils, but always wage 

^without care or scruple ; and thoy create the necessity for 

I Tbia is however hanian nature. The military ruler takes 

lleaet into consideration bis own pei-sonal sufiering and 

Mger in war; whereas the civilian makes war by proxy: 

• pomforla are undisturbed. Lord Auckland sent men to 

toU'actioD without personal discomfort, and won a coronet 

f the destruction of an army. Tho Whigs, false as usual to 

Pglaiid's honour and the welfare of the poor alike, made 

un earl: and the Tories were silent! If such 

tcom of disaster and disgrace is to be glossed 

', treated with what the Italians call ' riffuardo,' adieu 

Aition, tliat glorious ' fault of heroes and of gods.' 

Kdieu patriotism and welcome obscurity, for if wrong ia to 

tie landed what is praise worth ? 

"Illh, — Young Harding of the 82nd Regiment, who 

I GO wounded at Meeanee, is come, I got Simpson 

i ftppoiut him his A.I>.0,, and every one thought, ax om' 

IBiaunication by sea was stopped ere Harding knew of his 

i fortune, that he would not come till after the monsoon. 

y man better, and here he is, in defiance of sun, 

tag'le fever, everything! 1 am delighted with him. 
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" June 21sl. — Letter fix>m Loni Elltmborough, in imsmt 
to mine wriilen after the sarrender of Trukkee. He seemi' 
deligliEed, and tells me of llie duke having expressed him- 
self very strongly od Ijettring of the surprises ill Ooch anJ 
Shapoor. Lord E. eays, I shewtd yonr first letter knd 
shall shew your last to the duke. He told me he wu 
charmed with wlint you had done; with your zeni uiii 
energy, and that of the offifers under you. You biiTe pm 
the right spirit into them. So he goes on." 

It must be recalled lo memory that these ^ulogiuw 
from a statesman just come from governing India, nud fnira 
the Duke of Welhugton, were bestowed upon operations 
which Lord Ripon thought so insigniScnut that he " rraWy 
forgot to publish the dispatch !" 

" Lord EUenhorougb snys with regard to the Puujnub :— 
The state of preparation imposed is ruinously expensive, 
I said to Hardinge a year ago — * tfouT Jinancea teUl devlait 
war whether you like it or not.' 

" I have had a sharp attack of lirer, I bad one last yc»r 
just after setting off towards the hills. More abuse in tlir 
newspapers. Sir C. Metcalfe Beema to nie lo have sougbt 
popularity. Wh&t people do these papers represent ? None! 
they are mere organs of vituperation. With a few exoeptioiiK 
the editors are men whose vileness has driven lliein frt>Ni 
good society. One ^ns driven from the church for BOib"- 
tricks with a child ; another was broke for stealing a pearl, 
and for cowardice. It is plausibly asked. Why mind wIihi 
such rascals say ? But if sodety, hy sustaiuiug aud i-onn- 
tenanciug such papers, evince aj)elief in what they puhlisli, 
then we must cure. Suppose a set of rnacals bum, by force, 
deserter or thief on a man's shoulder or cheek, would hr 
not he annoyed to be so falsely exiiibited to the worldl' 
Would he not publish the truth ? We cannot. The rascnl 
eiiitors assert the grossest lies, and you can't get them rtin- 
(radicted. I have boon called ' Triii.ji', murderer, tJiieli 
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^■Dwanl, liar, perjurer, tyrant, epicure, — and balf the good 
^BjK^Ie of India believe every word. How con 1 enter into 
Um, controversy on my owu clmraoter with such miserable 
wretches as Bui»t of the Bombay Times, or Cope of the 
Di-Jhi Gazette ? " — since arrested for tliieviog. " When we 
are dead, myself and my brother William may be discovered 
to have been honourable men; but in the interim we are 
bmnded by these fellows, and their worthy coadjutor, Fon- 
bUuque of the Examiner in England. 

" The Engheh journalists generally have the decency in 
stata facts and reason on them according to the bent of 
their pohiios ; but tliese Indian ruffians, for they are neither 
more nor lees, invent itie most atrocious fitlsehoods, anil 
then pour forth abuse as if tlie things had really been done 
which ihey have asaerwd. Take one of a hundred in- 
BUmees. The Delhi- Gazette and Bombay Times dis- 
tinctly state as a known fact, that' a medical board repre- 
sented to me the danger of sending the 78th Kegimeut 
to ijukkur; and that with murderous wilfulness I refused 
to listen to them. This is simply a fabrication of the edi- 
tor's, and without a shadow of foundation in truth, This is 
frocdom of the pfess ! 

"July 7ih. — The Mazzarees fixim Rojan on the Indus, 
iutve made an incursion to Kusmore, which belongs tu 
inde. It will not do to be ' jiaHent Grizzle' with 
; barbarians. I have therefore sent Major Corsellis 
400 men in steamers to Kusmore, witli orders ui 
tab these Sikhs if iJiey again violate our territory. I 
Ipt clear of their ground, but will not quail under llu-ir 
insulcnce. Beported this to Hardinge, and hope he will 
approve ; if not it will he vexing, because 1 am certainly 
right. I want much to know his opinion about the coming 
vwr ; he has sent for all my bridge boats, all my pontoons, 
tent tvlls me nothing. Now, if I am to co-operaia he ought 
B» nitke BrrangemunUi in time. God send that he don't 
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treat the Punjatibees too ligtuly I I do not see wby Bm- 
diuge, who has ull the Rrsenals in India nt commftnd. sUonld 
lake ray pontoou train ; I pot it frtim Bombay aiiil eWl 
want it even more than he : for all the rivers come togelber 
where I shall have to act, if I act at all. 

" 10th. — The Miizzarees are gathering: titey dare notd" 
this unless pushed on by the Sikhs, but if so Uiey will come 
on. Corsellia, an excellent officer, will hold his own ; if Doi 
I shall soon be willi him to iroiince tliese Sikhs. I couU 
meet them in Scinde with 8000 men, hut oould not qait 
Scinde with so many : yet still with enough to trouoce 
them. 

" 13th.— I have jnst got a copy of the Bombay civil 
servants' memoir to the Court of Directors, praying of lliem 
to call on me to answer for Wiiham's book I This is bx- 
L-ellent, and the directors will doubtless make themselves (la 
ridiculous as tleir civil servants ! The old story is easil; 
told. Lord Ellenborough turned Ontram, a little man, out 
of office. The httle man is the dear friend of Willoughby. 
secretary to the governor of Bombay, a fat, oily, cunning 
man, leader of the Pombny clique «j(«i»st Lord Ellen- 
borougli. Outram was cried up by ibis clique as a ninth 
wonder ; and I having been put in his place was run ilown 
as an idiot. Lord Ellenborough had therefore turueil out 
the greatest man in India, for war or politics, to put a 
noodle in bis place. I was obliged in self-defenoe, after 
the battles, to shew what a vain ignorant little body tiidr 
idol was. At first my folly was pitied, but sown J was con- 
sidered a mischievous ass that must be put down. The 
Bombay Times is dependent on the Bombay govemient; 
It is Willoughby's paper, and was set at me beadlouK- 
Lord E. wiis then reoullfd. and the first part of luy bla- 
thers work, the Comiuesi. of Scinde, came out with mj 
pnvate letter : this gave a vry for Ontram s parly, whidi ii 

^'gish one, bcoause his creditors desired to get a gwJ 
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Bilary for him : they have got Sattara for him, and I dare 
Bty will finally get me out of Scinde, for all at Bombay is 
foulness and intrigue." 

It will have been seen from the foregoing extracts that 

Charles Napier's thoughts were intent upon two main ob- 

]Wts, namely, the advancement of Scindian prosperity and 

die coming Punjaub war. Two public letters selected from 

liiny of the same nature shall now disclose his activity in 

fozvnit of the first, and the long forethought with which he 

(npaied for the second ; a forethought by which all his 

military operations were distinguished : no general was ever 

BKRB cautious in devising or more rapid and daring in 

oecotion. 

"SirH. Hardinge, June. — I am now able to send you a 

wnect sketch of the ground between Sukkur and Shikar- 

poor. You perceive that the Indus, when at the flood, 

motored by the north and swept along the line marking the 

'units of the inundation between Sukkur and Shikarpoor; 

vulthat it made a lake about three miles broad and twenty 

>ttile8 long. But from each side it branched out through 

mdhhs even to Sukkur and Shikarpoor ; and observe also 

^ the southern part of this expanse of water rested on 

pound below the low water, or cold weather level of the 

lodns. Therefore, when the inundation abated the lake re- 

l&ained — it had no exit; but the smaller nullahs, having 

t higher elevation, returned their waters into this basin, 

while those which had a lower level remained full until the 

son dried up the whole grand quagmire ! Then came fevei*s, 

and as the wind blew fever raged. Last autumn it began 

S. and S.E. and Shikarpoor was all fever I at the end of 

September and October the weather grew cold, the wind was 

N.E. and Sukkur, till then healthy, became full of fever. 

'• That most able officer, Captain Baker, made the map I 
send you ; but after his departure two things occurred. 
Kret the river made a fierce attack upon the bank, and 
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ibreatened to lake a new course, runuing between Sliikarpoor 
and Siikkur. Second, one of Baker's aaaisiaiiis bad mktBik«ii 
some of Lis lnvels, and llie deluge of water tbol poured in •nvi 
so great, tlial Captain Scott, who is a worthy sucoessot of 
Baker, found our new road would not give passage over the 
flood wiiliout great additional expence, I therefore decided 
upon what has now I hope been completed, namely, to fonn 
an immense dam — shewn m the map by a red stripe, to ml 
oft' the river altogether, and tlms secure the country between 
Sukkur and Shikarpoor. Next winter I mean to exomiDe 
tiiat piece of ground marked with a cross, and think I cm 
reclaim it : a bad spot, hut to leeward, no it ia not y«j 
dangerous unless the wind blows fruin the north, -which in 
the unhealthy season does not happen. Sneh are our ^on 
for combating the Indus. 

"The same, June. — There are various reports flying 
about, or, as they say. Iota of gup in tke juttffh. Aniongei 
others llmt the MoolLan folks have come down from Bujan 
on tlie Indus, and occupied some of our territory at Eds- 
more. I shall know in a few days, but do not give mttch 
ca'dit to the report. The moment I hear I shall srnd 
an eKpregs to you, slating the facts. I now waui l" 
ask your orders in case of a war ; and it will perhnps b« 
lis well, to save time, that I state my views of my Jkis- 
tion. 

"1°. I assume that you would wish me to cntate > 
diversion towards Mooltan, conforming to tlie moventDO 
of your left wing. 

■i". To do this I propose to divide my force in two poi" 
tions, leaving six thousand in Sclnde and marching "it)) 
ten thousand. I should form my magazines at the Ooi^ 
whiob is near the confluence of the Chenaub and Sutl^. 
Hud would then move the chief part of my force to Blian*!- 
poor. There I would form an expence magazine, and tlisi 
march in two columns upon MuoUod ; thoy vould he witliii 
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I of each other, and tinite about Sboojuabad, which 
t be taken. 
•"a*. The siege trwn would go in the steamers, protented 
' left column, moying nlong die left bank of the 
Cbenaub. 

"4". ir tho Nawab of Bbnwalpoor proves staunch I 
ootild evacuate that place aud occupy Sboojuabad. 

" A^ Moolton should then be attacked and I hope taken. 

" 6*". With Mooltan and Sboojuabad, or Bhawalpoor for 

my base of operuiions, I could advauce in whatever direction 

yoQ pleased, for HooUan is in the centre of a circle, the 

fire rivers being radii. 

** 7-. At three hundred miles from your head-quarters I 
oould not expect to receive very detailed instructions, espe- 
cially as the line would be tlirough an enemy's country; but 
yon would probably give me general instructions to execute 
aa I best could ; and those instructions, I Imagiue, would be 
HP oo-operate with your left wing. On this point I think it 
^HU be well to give me orders at once in case of any 
^1^ of the Sikhs. 

^^Bo*. I now want you to decide upon this question — With 
ttfiat force ought 1 to enter the Mooltan territory? It is 
three hundred miles from Sukkur to Mooltan : a long line of 
operations ! I must leave a garrison at Ooch, and one at 
Stiooiuabad i possibly one also at Bhawalpoor : deduct these 
garrisons, und the men killed and wounded in capturing 
Slioojunbad and Mooltan, and what would remain out of 
lO.OtIO men '/ Say fiOOO. aud we know what paper men are ! 
the troth would be 6000, but say COOO : would this be a 
mt force to enter the tield with ? You alone can 
t tha). 

. 1 have not now force enough in Scinde to take 

poasaad men. I have by last return nearly fourteen 

Hid rank and til«, with eight hundred sick; and in 

Vber we shall have a very heavy sick list. In 1643 it 
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was above seven thousand, In 1I*H it was above 
tliotisimd. Wliat next November will produce I know 
hut it will be far more than now: nssiintdly not under 300'1 
men in hospital. I cauQot therefore calculate uti more 
than eleven tliousnnd men, and it will be neeessurj' lo 
send rcinfureemems from Bombay if I move. I am reddj 
to hold Scinde even with 5000 men. but calculate thot li> le 
its garrison in peace. If n Punjaub war rages, I tliink iti 
thousand is the least, viz. 2000, KurrHchee; 1000, Hvdrabad; 
2000, Shikarpoor; 1000, Sukkur. I donoi say ihaiwiiliB 
smaller garrison we are to lose Scinde : on tL« oonintry, I 
ihiuk it will he perfectly ijuiet, but it would be impnideoi 
to have a less garrison when war was going on ; when Sboe 
Mohamed is in the enemy's ranks, and 48 piiuoes of the 
det)ironed dynasty at Kyrpoor. 

" 10°. Leaving 5000 men in Scinde gives me but 6000 
on paper in November, but at the end of that month, foe in 
the beginning of November you may double the sick list. 
Say I march witli six Uiouannd ; from that must be taken 
the garrisons of Ooch and Shoojuabad, saying uoiiiiog of 
Bhawnlpoor : these cannot he less than a regiment, or 600 
ench. Say nothing of our loss in storming Shoojuab«d, 
which I hear la fortified ; 4^500 men are left to besiege 
such a strong place asMooItan ! All this in but an approii- 
mate calculation, but forms the groundwork of operaUODs. 
Now for a little local eiilculatiun regarding detaiU. 

" 1 1°. First, in ibis climate we must look out with sharp 
eyes for epidemics ; hut as these affect both armies let o* 
leave that as a balance, though to do so is dsng:eroua. lo 
the next place the Sikhs, like all other barbarians, ore stnmg 
men and very dangerous behind walls. The style of figtitiiig 
amongst all these nations Is the same ; and their arntE *rf 
the same, which ia the best proof tliat their mode offighling 
is the same : tbcy are oil fatalists also, more or less: SiU>> 
Hindoo, Mahometan, all refuse quarter and expect DO miMCJ- 
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^HP^Maharajpoor qutirter wn» indeed given; but our Sepoys 
^^ften; fought wiili reltvtives: it was a special case. I have 
^^Men three years in Suinde, eighteen monllia of which in the 
deM under canvas, and tliiuk I know enough of tbeii 
>n>-tliod of uiaking war to say, that though we shall manage 
ihe Puujimbees in the open field, when it comes lo storming 
H breach the resistance will he desperate. The men I have 
had lo deal with were full of personal courage and bodily 
strength. In ihe field these failed before musqiielry, but on 
the breach these qiiaHties reassume their full vigour; fur 
disoipline is tlien no longer opposed la undiscipline, but 
mas to man. 

If I judge correctly of their courage, it would 

: that 4W0O men would be a very smftU force with 

^ch to underialiu the siege of Mooltan. The walls are 

I to b« from forty to fifty feet high, and I know that to 

Ike R breach in their walls is very difficult; at Emaum 

r we tried in voin to effect it with 24lb. howitzers. Shot 

I shell went clean through without shaking the wall in 

I slightast degree. 

. Such are the difficnltiea to be prepared for, and the 

t preparation is tlio discnssion of them ; and I ihiuk, if 

|ftrgniiient« are just, thnt you will enable me to march 

I at least ten thousand men, if I am to march at nil. 

Krever, I need not tell you that I am ready to march with 

tornl's guard if you think it enough 1 The fuie of India 

f at any moment hang upon your sword ; and it is the 

jr of your distant lieutenants to tell yuu what they want, 

1 what they think (hey can do. My plan is always to 

ndei every possible difficulty well, and then lo work 

3 hnnd to overcome them ; it is only vthen not fore- 

1 Dot prepared for that diffiouliles become really 

i lad insurmountable. 

^^If tberc be no war in the Punjnub I can spare four regi- 

nts with ease from Scinde at Christmas, viz. iwo rogiments 
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of cavalry and two of inPantryy or even more : bat if there 
be a Funjaub war, I can spare none ; and if we are to take 
a part in it I shall require four more regiments. These are 
the best views I can give of my position here : if thev are 
erroneous you can set me right" 
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I embassy to tljem be found both detilea defended : but 
r forgot that 1 knew of a road to Kahun, their eajiitui, 
li turned both. 

* If I go into Moohan I think to take ji thousand Mur- 
, bm these tribes arc all so wild. AM these nialters give 

• anxiety and trouble ; and for whom ? A eet of men who 
nothing but abuse me ! I welt know thnt if I bad siif- 

I s defeat, or even a cheek on the bills, Ali Moorad's 

f and the Court of Directors, would both have bi;i-n 

u|Hin me at once; and a very well-appointed anny 

B'b was. If I had fjeod masters, or no master, I could 

e the Bboogtee bills a valuable province ; but as matters 

B the preliminary correspondeiiee alone would put mc in 

) grave. My plan would be to quarter two Sepoy rcgi- 

a the Ueyrah plain, giving them the land and forming 

Kmihtaxy colony of picked men and officers: in ten years 

^irould be a beautiful garden. Trukkee is full of white 

biei and nccollcnt water is to be had with good an'ange- 

Water in these countries is gold I The hills are full 

B minerals, and for al) produce there is a close and 

kly run to the Indus. 




' I have just finished a great work. Dunng ihc iuundsi- 
tioo ncry year the Indus passed in at A li> the plain B. But 
betwtx.-» U und C the levels are below the bed of the river : 
benoG the wat«r lodges in B. and in all the nullahs, n. u. a. 
B u about thit^c miles broad and twcnty-tive long: ihe 
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dotted tints nurk tbe vstent iif in dh tint ion, aiid tlic nnUk 
add five or «x miles on cUbcr side uf btaiF-vd vra(cr. 

" ^Then the iaondation sabsidcs all iliis eipanse is Wl 
still under nvter, whirb euoo pntritira DDdn- tlic sun dnnriE 
August, but becomes dry tnwnrds the end of Norwnber. 
AMicn tbe «iDd blows from tbe S.E. Stiilcu-poor becomn 
sicklj : when from the X.W. Sukkur bt<comcs eicLly. My 
design, tbef^bre, founded on tbe reports of Scotl nnd Baker, 
CompsDj-'ft engineers, was to cat off tlie Indus frmu It, and 
since March Scott has done it br a bank A, C, D, smie 
thirty miles long. I nwnit the resnlt, for by tfais timetbr 
inundation is at its height. Loss of revenue wilt cotuc 
certainly, for two years or thrve ; but health will be gaiiKil 
for the troops ; and also fur tbe villa^s which cover Hie 
vast plain thus cut off, and which will suffer some Ion 
of producG before the inhabitants will dig wells to lop- 
p]y the want of inundation : they are very angry, bconuc 
they laugh at the idea of hralth gained by human meaa*— 
with them all is fate. There is do doubt of the whole track 
becoming healthy, or I have made a great miatake. To 
remedy the want of inundatiou I have ordered sluice-g»t«i 
to let small quantities of water in for cultivation, which will 
not make a marsh. These two cantonments were bceom^ 
8u deadly that some greater rumedy wna absolutely neccwuj. 
uiid this is mine. The rich proprietors threaten to cut the 
hank, but I have placed cavalry guards and we shall see : iBe 
work fed all the poor folks — labour and high wages. 

" All here arc wild to see that part of your book wW 
Mr. Boone has fawured the Biimbiiy Times with. I liMt 
the editor is trying to set the troops against nic, bat hf 
won't succeed. His remarks on your book I liafe ootwli 
but I have read in his paper your account of the two h 
ties, and felt as if I was again in the action. Yoi 
{jTiven the soldiers of eiicb presidency their due and a 

{ilettscd stopped tn laugh I McAlurJo won i 

[lie battles and got into such a slate of c 
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iiearing some workmen outsiilc who were raising a beam 
-j\c a cheer, he thought it was the ahout of battle and 
i-hed out like a madman. I iim getting very weak ; my car- 
-s dnigfl down my mind like a large alone tied to the tail 
I a kite. The duke at seventy-three has more strength 
: :ian I hnvc ; hU body and mind seem to have made a com- 
[jrict for work : mine nre like cat and dog. 

"July 12th. — Among the captured hill chiefs was Toork 
Ali, He had been our bitler foe, but when some women, 
''ken in the caves nearOoch, wore sent by me on camels to a 
i: >1y man, bis wife was one and he was so touched, though 
!iow he knew it we are ignorant, that he was the first who 
Biirrendcred. He was a robber, and now mark the love of 
the Ameers, the 'Patriarchs' for their women, from the 
description of a whip found in Nussecr'a zenana avowedly to 
flog the women of those fallen princes. The whip-handle 
is nne foot and half an inch long, covered with brass wire 
fur two inches at each end, and silvered wire in the middle. 
I each end is an ivory knob, and there are two laehe^, each 
• foot five inches and three quarters, exclusive of tassels at 
t end of each lash. The lashes arc made of plaited wire 
eighths of an inch in eireumference, and capable of 
kling s tcrrihic fiagellation. 

I* Journal, July 24th. — The whole style of the civil and 
f correspondence in India is had and vulgar, and nut 
iDcas-like. Instead of pith, half a sheet is filled with 
s and references and dates, where a liorse Guards' letter 
nld at once touch the subject; and when you wade 
mugb this stuff you come to nothing comprehensible at 
'kst, and you have then to refer to other letters for cxplnnn- 
ijon of Ihe one in your hand. Society in India is not above 
n third-rate English town, so far as manners go, though with 
enlarged knowledge perhaps. Amongst the civilians, 
many eKCi-ptions however, there is an aping of gn^iit- 
learing out that which marks the really higli-bom 
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geutleuian and lady, kindness and politeness to those 
them. 

" July 28tb. — A long letter from Lord Elleiiboroiijtrl 
one from Lord FitEroy by order of the duke, both j 
flattering and Iregging uie not to rwign, aa Wintam I 
them, they say, he advises me to do. He advisca r 
thing. He was indignant at Lord Ripon, and had 1 
mudc Lord Eipon publish the dispatch I would hni 
signed. 

" M. Genl. W. Napier, August 2nd. — A message fro 
duke saying he heard from liord Ellenborough that youfl 
advised mc to resign, because 1 had not been sufBcientl 
warded for my services. Lord Ellenborough writes i 
same strain. I send you my answer to both. The i 
also wrote to Gough about officers writing loose ophaont^ 
Ciiurse this meant my letter which you jiublished. He said 
it embarrassed Her Majesty's government as regimli the 
officers' interest. This I believe refers to the refimal of the 
directors to let me be commander in chief at Bombay, but 
no names are mentioned. The m(!morial of the civil servunts 
is gone home. The object is to get me recalled, ond there- 
fore I will not go. If an order removes me it eaniiol be 
liL-Iped, but nothing they can dn shall make me lose tcmprr 
or resign, or do anything they want of that nature. I cannot 
get the Batta as governor. I did make a return as advised 
by the paymaster here ; but if I naked it would be refused 
and give them a laugh against me. 1 ask nothing, bol 
what comes I take. The most perfect coolness and caulioo 
is the only safeguard against the directors, who do ns thq 
like. They wish to make mc resign, but 1 am tlie Quren'f 
servant, obey my orders and give no hold. 

" The civil servants ai-e in official matters moving ksW 
and earth to thwart me at Calcutta and Bombay : my wiwi 
therefore becomes more laborious ; for where there wei* 
formerly no letters there are now dosens. Of this tlKj 
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1 time, it ia a temporary effervescence, and ray pay 
goes on, though not so well earned, but that is their lass 
not mine. Tlie Engliali government are friendly to me, the 
dake say» so in as many words, and I will furnish no ex- 
ruse for them to ehange an opinion thus guaranteed by the 
duke. They cannot get rid of nie, unless I lose temper, 
which I wUl not do till I want to go home : then what I 
(ay will tell, for I am in position. They want me to answer 
for your book to LTUsh me, but I see what they are at. 
Yiiii hn»e laid on your blister, let it draw. They can take 
ti'i vengeance on you, but I am in their power, and if tliey 
eiiidd get my name into the firm it wonld be just what 
tt ey want : — hence my rqily is. All right, but I am not 
^^nmcnble for my brothcr'a book, what control have I over 

" Their power is immense, and Lord Ripon will be with 
Utcm, bo. h their paek-aas; still I do not think they can 
do much : I am too passive for them, and hia conduct arises 
from itubedlity as much as anything else. I have written u 
noleut letter to him, but will not send it as he has now 
[iiihlinhed the dispatch and said he was to blame. "Why do 
.'lit think 1 am ill used by the Queen's government ? I 
"iilv complain of the ra-scally clique at Bombay. I have 
li;id no ill usage from government, and a peerage I would 
rather not have. If we are refused the prize money we mx- 
all Ut treated alike; nothing in that personal to me, tbei-c- 
.drc make no figlit about me. Ixtrd Elleuborough has 
KAmoi ill treated, and I would rather Bee him without the 
H^Dldoni than nut supported." 

H TbtM letter demands some explanatory remarks. Lord 
Ellcnborough mi sconce ivcd the purport of General \V. 
Napier's letter to him. It was simply that Sir C, Napier 
^ mold do well to decline serving governmcutH which evidently 
^■■Mnt to cast him off when his genius had secured success : 
^^bd this view was just. ,Pur at the time. Lord Fitxroy 
^Hwinenet told the writer, on the part of the duke, that the 
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latter "wisLtd the second part of (hu Coitqueart uf S 
should not be published, as it embarnissed hint in d^ 
Sir C. Napier's battles with the directors !" The b 
then out, but in any case should not have been witUj 
for it treated of actions that needed no private protectio 
tions which belonged to the nation not to the dircctor&. 1 
ihe work was doubtless offensive to thetn in the ext 
Hnd the fact marked their character as a bwdy ; seeinj 
iheir anger was aroused by glorious service i 
England, though it did not immediately conduce I 
profit of their nepotism. A high indisputable antha 
well acquainted with their proccedingH at the time, i 
that " it liad set them dancing mad." 

But was the Duke of Wellington's assertion, tk&t ihf 
(iueeu's government were friendly towards the conqueror of 
Scinde weJl founded ? Let this after fact, added to the with- 
holding of Parliament thanks and the ecanty honour con- 
ferred, be the comment. At a dinner given oiv the opening 
of the King's College Hospital, Sir Robert Peel, eulogisinp 
the British army, instanced in proof of its sustained merit 
the then recent battles on the Sutlege, naming as dit^ 
tinguished supporters of its fume a string of names, de* 
scending from the governor- general to on nide-ilc-carnpi 
Captain Wood : but he did not recollect the name of Sir C. 
Napier to add to them ! He, it would appear, wa» mil ma 
iif those who had upheld the ancient glorj' of Kuglaiid ! Vet ii 
F'liall now soon be shewn that when that war on the Sutlfg< 
was menacing disaster, the man forgotten nt the fca»t,«w 
called for by the army as a sure leader in the fray I 

.\s to tlie publication uf tlie Conquest of Scinde, Sit 
C. Napier was not even cognizant of i^ being andcrtaken 
until the first part was nearly ready for the pre** r it w*" 
commenced to meet the infamous attempts then niakiiif; f 
ruin him in public estimation, and wbs not cveo aponlsneotu 
on the part of the writer, who was pushed to it bji t' 
urgent remonstrances of a common friend. In t 
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as much an act of self-defence for the general as hia coii- 
qncst waa oue for liulia : both imperative. At this vciy 
time Oiitraui jiublishcd a letter, addresacd to General W. 
Napier, libellous iu the extreme aa regarded Sir Charles : 
aiid he was being aided by Willoughby, secretary to the 
Bombay council, in the concoction of a book which accused 
Sir C. Napier of falsehood to LIh governiiient ; of malvcr- 
v.ition; of gross nepotism; of ignorance in Ins command 
that would disgrace a suballenij of the murder of the 78th 
-ildiers. And when thus infamously libelled by an officer 
iirider his commnnil he will be found appealing to authority 
iir protection, tlie answer being to appoint the offender to a 
lucrative po^t ! 

"M. fJcnl, W, Napier, Aug. 4th,' — I have just got 
Oiilram's printed letter, which shall be answered by apply- 
ing for n court-martial upon him, I totd you Arthur bad 
annoyed nie about a commissariat officer; but I am now 
pretty certain that Sir George was himself deceived about 
the matter. However Sir H. llardingc has twice or thrice 
overturned, most justly, the decisiona of the governor in 
council at Bombay about this very officer. Sir George is 
-lid to be ruled by Willoughby; of this I know not, and if 
It be Irne God only knows how far he may go; but he is 
^-cuemlly fair, and has given me such sound support on 
^reat occasions that I must acknowledge obligations to bim. 
As to Outrom caliiug mc a correspondent of the Bombay 
p 'Xiaca, here is the fact. When the papers were calling my 

rch to Emaum Ghur a wild googe chase, I was justly 

rfttl, that as my chnracter was unknown in India tiiey 

niH shake the confidence of the troops under mc. 

" Nott, after Itykukie, had in his first anger, esdainicii, 

1 defend me from Bombay troops and Horse Guai-ds 

Now Nott was a man of great mind, and Oe- 

hl KnglAiid's defeat bore his exclamation out strongly, 
deaert march was incomprehensible to unmilitary 

b(b, and there was therefore fcur of the spirit of the 



822 



Lira OF CHARLES JAME9 >'APIER. 



trtwpa suffering ; in my army also were regiiai;iit« i 
had been defeated, exclusive of the Cabool an 
disgrace. Henre, being acquainted with Dr. Kennedy, 1 
lougbby's brother-in-law, a geutleman of talent who | 
command of the Bombay Tiines, I wrote to him the 
for my march. Outram ought to be broke, but prob^ 
will 1m; protected. I am sick of self; but reinembfr in f 
fliiswer to Outram, if you write any, that I In 
charges against him. 1 have told Hardinge that if a g 
ill command is to be libelled with impunity by a cap| 
wi- must command with duelling pistols in our gird]e;d 
vertheleas he will no doubt be supported, uud ev 
tented rascal wilt be encouraged to libel his commander. 

" I lately wrote to the governor-general about the flo- 
tUln, the officers of which were qmirrelling with Gi-neni 
Hunter. I, and my friend Powel, who comuands it, ugreed 
that as wc should not quarrel the matter bad better 
drop : accordingly my letter was never sent. It was how- 
ever copied in the secretarj'a office, and yesterday appeared 
ill the Bombay Times at full length ! This is, I think, 
proof of the press being in league with subordinate official*; 
the editor bribes the clerks. The original letter is in luy 
desk, it was never sent, never of course received, aud there- 
fore is a. forgery. 

" The directors are now aiming blows at mc by iojoi 
officers who are nscfid and favourites with me; this i 
testubly mean and Bhameiul: I give you nainen, but J 
uiuat not mention them or absolute rain woiUd foUoi 
was going to remonstrate on one gross ciue, hut the p 
entreated me not, as certain destruction to hiui would i 
result. There arc no tricks too low for Outram and] 
clique. Apropos! Boone did not send your hook I 
Bombay Times ; the one designed for nie was atolcn J 
went there, and I am yet without uue I Being a kifl 
cannot hear truths, nor can ray princes, John and WiS 
and Montagu JVlcMurduj but we are told thai Out| 
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ter liu given the ntinost disgust. My sugar-cane plants 
a Egypt, with which I designed to estiiblish sugar tiiltiiie 
I Srinde, have been stopped at Bombay until they fottcil I 
ia their style of warfare ! 

1 fear Lord Ellenboroagh is sadly shackled by persimal 
llingB of long association ; and the more noble a man's 
iltugs arc, the more difficult he tinda it to deal with such 
1 grow to care less for men every day. I even feel 
tempt for Diyiielf, that I do not give up my post and 
Ml one of these scoundrels, retiring from all puhlie em- 
ployment with only one regret, namely, that I hail not shot 
ft doien of them. Outrani is a base wretch and as sueh I 
^■ffl yet treat him." 

^^Bflc did so in after times, and found hJni a ishrinking op- 
^pBent. 

1 " Ilardiiige, who is all kindness, only delayed noticing my 

fimt hdl campaign dispatch to gft my second, whit-h he felt 
noiE was coming: his notice of the whole was done loyally. 
Uc in Rood and true; but cannot be expected to nianagii 
his men hke Lord Klleohorongh, whose mastery appeared 
in every letter: the one has to learn, the other was able to 
t«trb. I will now speak moro of these things in a letter 
which mav be, uud I hope will be read by the respectable 
Bombay clique. I can prove that a letter of seventy pages 

KLord Ellenhorough, was picked up after the Shimnmi 
wrecked; and a person seeing it contained important 
er, for the cover was gone, brought it to Willoiigliby. 
■aid, give it me, and then put it in his pocket insteail of 
.ntly sealing it up. 
Uardingc tells me he will put me in point of pay on tlie 
lame foi>ting as the lieutenant-governor of the North-West- 
cm Provincei. I have told him 1 am quite satisfied, but of 
ing to take anything voluntarily given by govrm. 
, which is the best judge how It chooses to piiy its 
: were I Uardingc, I would not raise the Scinde 
f but pull down all the others. However, after being 
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s(j iU-UHcd by the Indiau public, and members of tlie C 
pany iu Eugland, 1 feel no coinpanction at being big 
paid in Sciude, where Eurnpcau life ebbs apace 

" After much thought I caunot believe that the i 
iind Feel are false, tracing no symptoms of it. Ripon ic^ 
imbecile, and I put my foot in it when I accepted his offert 
neon ciliat ion. I have no faith iu Graham, thinking hittf * 
wcaV and silly, although with plausibility enough to huuihn^ 
the herd for awhile. But to Peel, the duke, and Harding, 
I look with perfect confidence : you aeem to do the aamc. 
1 am sure the duke is honest iu saying he is holding mc up 
against the directors, and I am glad you feel the anme con- 
liJencc in him that I do : he is honest as he is grand, and 
ivill die so. Peel is too able a man to play foul ; but fancj' 
lor a moment what a precipice he is riding on, with wilf 
whiga on one side trying to jmsh him over, and torics hang- 
ing about him like chains ! He is honest, but he tnnat hold 
his path of policy steadily. Wellington sits on a throne of 
glory, and the world cannot shake him ; but Peel is onW 
on the rise, and surrounded by treacherous people. I au 
afraid however that he prevented Lord EUenborough brinf;* 
ing forward the question of his recall, and that ayjiears to 
nie wrong. It is cautious, and perhaps wise, but it ia not 
i^innd ; and when finally all comes out, and all will in lime 
CDiiie out. Peel will he accused by history of timidity and 
lear of the Leadenhall folks. Tell the duke if you have any 
luore con-espondeuce with him, that I never wanted higher 
rewards than those given : others said so, hut yon know tlut 
1 never did." 

The following extracts give the pith of Sir C. Nnpier'a 
nppeal against Outram's hbej. 

" The Governor-general, August 3rd. — Captftiii Ontram, 
hrevet Lieut. -Colon el in the service of ttie hun. Company, hu 
published a libel reflecting on my character as governor of 
Scindc; and has added the monxtrous accusation tliat 1 
caused the destruction of the 78th regimrnt, I bave i 
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I:' 

^HpUiCT by word or deed, publicly or privately, given to this 

^BfAccr any cause for hostility. Hia libel professes to be 

^Pm BnBwer to a work piibhsheJ by my brother, Major-General 

NapiiT. Now I, in Asia, am sssuredJy not answerable for 

what another man pubbahcs in Europe. I niny consider such 

m pnbbcation to be good or bad, eloquent and true, or vulgar 

Wid falie ; but I cannot be responsible for it. Not only was 

I Onernl Napier's book written at such a distance as to be 

^ond the reach of consultation j but it has only been read 

1 within forty-eight hours, and the work altogether 

ntaiuH a mass of matter on which I was previously but 

npcrfcctly informed. 

" My whole conduct as re^rds Lieut, -Colonel Outram is 

:plained in the two Parliamentary books on Scinde. It 

I direct, open, otHcial and public. In short, I can only 

attribute this ofGcer's hostility to me, and the untiuths which 

he states, to that malicious blind vindictivcness which we 

frequently si-e arise from disappointed self-sufficiency acting 

(Ml feeble intellects. I had pi-cserved an army, and the Par- 

lianicutary books contain the proofs that had I attended to 

the advice of Lieut. -Colonel Outram that army would have 

Ijccb annihilated. 1 therefore, formally demand through 

your utcellency in council the protection of Iler Majesty's 

jp>vernmeut, and that of the hon. Court of Directors against 

e libels of Lieut, -Colon el Ontram. 

" It i» impossible for any man to command a military forci', 

f ■ captain in the army, of which that force forms a portion, 

tlins openly and foully to traduce and hold up such 

1 officer to the scorn and contempt of the troops under 

' liis orders. 

"I do not complain right hon. sir of the effect of Lieut.- 
Coloiiel Outraui's publication on the troops generally, be- 
cauHC thry know me too well for such falselioods to do much 
harm, or produce any other result than contempt for the 
writer. Yet in paKicular cases it may do much mischief; 
far what are the poor Highlanders to think, when in thdr 
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barrackfi at I'oonah they read the gross falstboods atlduc 
as haviiiffhcen uttered by me to the dispanigvtnent of their 
noble ivgimcnt ! ami wht-n Lieut. -Co Ion tl Outmin (elk 
tlieia in print thiit their genertil is more ignorant thao M 
subaltern of five yearn' standino; under hi» eomnuindi^ 
that he recklessly destroyed their coairndes ! 

" Lord PitKroy Somcwet, Aiignst, — William ha» i 
advised me to resign the govcrotnent of Sciade; on the 
contrary no one has been mare aiuioiis for nic t» nmsin. 
He was angry at my dispatch from the hills not being it 
unee published, and he appears to have thoiu^ht that goveni* 
iiient had determined to Bujiprcss it. With that idea hit 
feelings were exactly what mine would have becti. But the 
dispatch being published, he offered mc no lulvicr, u the 
motive no longer existed. Lord Ripou, personally, uppuin 
to have meditated the suppression of my diapatch, but no 
one else, I understand he says he forgot it. The cxcuwdocs 
not appear more gratifying than the fact. 

" With regard to reivards for ruy services, pray araorc the 
duke of my perfect sincerity, when I say that at no tiniG did 
it enter my imagination that I had not l>cen amply mnudod 
for any service I had or could perforni. The affeetion of 
friends, ur the enthusiasm of soldiers, may caose some to 
think more of what a man does than he hlmsdf thinks, and 
this I believe has been the case in the preaent instance; 
but my own feeling has been that I have been amplf 
rewarded. His grace's s]ieeeU when the vote of thanl* 
passed in the House of Lords was to me reward enough int 
ten times any service I ever did ! 1 repeat it my dear LtinJ 
Fitzroy, that I consider iriyself amply rewanlcd ; and .J 
neither wife nor daughter, uor frienil, unr any hongH 
being ever heard mc say otherwise. I never thou^i^H 
receiving any other : William will tell you this. -^B 

" Assure the duke that nothing but loss [>F health cO i 
make me quit my cummand white my services sre nppm™ I 
of hy Her Majesty's government. And losa of hefillb (W I 
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!>t if the duke tells me to remain. I do not mean to run 

ir&y from climate more than I would from any other 

aemy ; only if I should be wounded by it severely I am 

nie the government would not compel me to die here. 

Think God ! I am not ill now, and am able to do any work 

I have to do ; not the less so for the kindness of his grace's 

Vttssage, and your own flattering expressions ; for really the 

cnmds of rascals who attack me in India, and have done so 

bom tbe first, seem likely to persuade me I am a knave ! 

So many crimes do they accuse me of that at times I fancy 

myself the little old woman whose petticoats were cut short ! 

I bivc not yet begun to cry, but William has made them do 

^ and the vagabonds are writhing under his lash, and 

"otring lustily. My silence worries them too ; for I have 

*^ in a single instance put pen to paper in my own 

orfence, except in one case : — that of the zenana, which con- 

^^ed my companions more than myself. 

" M. Genl. W. Napier. — Your conversation with the duke 
1^ me laugh ; God knows what I said in my journal ; 
wever he must take things as they come, if he chooses to 
'ttd what I write to you.'' 

The duke, having read extracts from Sir C. Napier's jour- 
nal of the hill campaign, desired to have all that could be 
given of his correspondence. " But there are many queer 
rough things in his correspondence your grace." So. much 
tie better, that is what I want, was the reply. 

" Yesterday I received two hostile chiefs, one being be- 
yond our frontier ; but he says I am his king. He stickled 
hard for a life due to him by the other tribe. If I would 
let him have one Noomree to kill, their accounts would be 
iqnare. To this the Noomree chief said no ! He had no 
objection to give a life if due to the Chotn tribe, but 
ttone was due ; the Chotas were even in debt a wound fi-om 
1 sword. They were very ferocious, but were brought to 
agree that four chiefs on each side, >vith my moonshee. 
All Acbar as president, should agree to a wTitten treaty. 
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Thpse hostile chieft tiiialty came before me and 
friendahip, but protested that it wns only fnim resj 
the PadishHw they did so. 1 gave eni-h a scarf 'if 
aud the Chota took leave oa sulky as a bear : the Ni 
being our subject, remained and chalted, telling 

fidence, he would if I consented destroy Uis new fi 

no time. They are both Noomrecs, a Chota branch miA 
Bulfoot branch, which last is the eldest and therefore called 
Noomree. The Cliota man is the other's nejtheir, hnl llx 
does not bar throat-cutting. They both pretend 
anger at my making up the quarrel; but as I hi 
Loondee two daya before they thought it brat not to 
blood-fuel with me. 

" This Loondee, whoee tribe had Kfuel without just can* 
with the Rhinda, met a poor fellow of the Lhugarea 
travelling with his wife daughter and son-in-law; xht 
Loondees were eight in number, and he said, oh ! here is i 
Rhind, I will kill him. 1 am not a Rhind but a pom 
Lhugaref, though I live in a Rhind village. Oh said cbr 
other LoondeeG, he is a poor devil of a Lhugarce dou'l hurt 
him. He is not a Lhugart^e but a Rhind said my friend, 
and immediately shot down the old man and cut him op 
wilh his sword. I hanged him for three reaaonn. 1". flt 
carried arms. 2°. He lulled a man cruelly « ithoat a jiirt 
cause of quarrel. 3°, He gave that man's tribe the right «f 
having the life of a I.oondee. So I gave hia to them willi- 
out their asking, an<l the account is square, tlad I 
the Dmgarees would certainly have taken the lifc 
iunoccnt Loondee. 

" I have hanged four atrocious murderers thi> 
this Loondee was the least so, but he had no clium' 
Rhind's life; for the original cause was that a Rhind 
hired as a guard to a traveller soon after MeemiRC, 
tacked by Looiideea, and fell covered wilh woutidx, hnrii 
killed a Loondee in self-defence. He did not die, 
Lwndecs, my ruffian eicepted, claimed no life. Hih 



EPOCH XVI. PERIOD II.— SCISDE 



32d 



k 

^Hpi getting tbeui into order gradually, tbey find the Engliali 
^Hll]c just; all the women are plcaaedj and women, though 
B|B-tued, have gre-nt influence. This plodding through trials 
u great labour, hut gives me some knowledge of the peopli:, 
uid I find them very noble-minded, that is the Mnbonie- 
daaa : the Hindoos arc vile compared to them. The Hindoos 
li.*ve been crushed, and are sly, cheating, cruel and base, 
' far as my judgment goes ; and it is the Mussulmans who 
ii;ive made tbem so. Their nature is not bwl, and they will 
niiprove under equal protection, being clever and indus- 
tnotis. In thejw last qualities the Parsees beat us all in 
Indi*, and seem to me very like the Greeks, Rich, ac- 
tive, during, they are made for merchants. As to prin- 
ciple, they have as few scruples as our own merchants, 
ihongL more than the Americana. 

" I am a treasure for the Indian editors. My persecution 
of a native apothecary, a half-caste, is now the theme of 
abuse. This monster being on board the Zenobia at- 
tempted to outrage a sergeant's wife when she was in the 
last stage of cholera. He was tried, but the two men who 
caught him died of cholera before the court could be as- 
sembled. Her husband is in the 28th, and if the villain 
gets near tlie rcginit-nt he will find them worse than me. 
9 1 I will continue to persecute the monster, who is quite 

ing hero and saint for the Bombay Times. 
" My opinion is that we shall now soon be able to make 
L'Mi inimense reduction of taxation, but it is a serious matter. 
In it not too bad that my time should be occupied by such a 
fellow as Outram, when there is so much good work to do ? 
_Jt nn better, but I was very weak and thought my hour was 
iHBliilg fn^t about a fortnight ago. I have sent a Be- 
^■peh child's sword home for the Prince of Wales: it is a 
^■BOtu and pretty thing, and in shape and furniture per- 
^HUy Beloochee." 

^^HRu: home government seem to have demanded an ex- 
^HhWtion from Outrnm. There vrera aome in the govern- 
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ment who wished to call bim to account, but they went] 
borne by others : one of the minietera at the time a 
the writer of this, your brother^a enemies are U^itm. 
Sir Cliurlcs Najiiei-'s appeal against Outram abcwi, 
no mauDcr had he assailed that person save by the official 
exposition of his conduct when called for by t^ie govcn* 
nicnt; but it suited the cunning of his eiiemi^ii to r 
up with the publication of the Conquest of Seindt 
to say that gave to Outram a right of reply. The falll 
obvious. Sir Charles had nothing to say to the pulil 
of the Conquest ; and that irork did not aswitl Oatra 
yond the historical bounds set by the Parlianientury p 
it therefore gave no right whatever to Outram to avuil £ 
C. Napier personally; still less could it give a right to pub- 
lish wilful falsehoods injarious both to the general aud In 
the service, let the directors rewarded this brunch of dis- 
cipline, of decency, and of tmth; and the home govero- 
mejit permitted, if it did not absolutely applaud the pn>- 
ceeding. 

"Journal, August. — I am quiet, uot from humility 1 
am ashamed to say, but from feeling so strong, so tho- 
roughly houest that I defy all India and England to boot I 
What have I to fear f Notliing I 1 have been scrupul(in»ly 
honest in every transaction, even to thought : if th<Te is • 
charge on my conscience it is for being so angry and via- 
dictive as these people make me for an hour or two. This 
is wrong, and I will try to crush my anger : but as to fbr, 
Poob ! I have done all that I thought right, and so is 
been successful ; if the government turns foully treachenrat, 
what can it do to a man who wanta nothing beyoQii ' 
house and food; who is honest and stern; who has pO 
vided honestly for his children, and taught them rrJigioii 
and honour ? I laugh the whole world to scum ! I luni 
and am loved by those I 1o>l-. My brother Williun liw 
rceordi'd my victories, and fame is mine, though 1 care littlr 
about it : so let dnith coinc when it will. 
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" I kuow I am like all others mortal ; I do not expect to 

ive for ever; and the clock has given its tick ; it will soon 

itrike, and in snch a state of mind who can bend me or 

Weak me ? I am a rock. I have won victories^ conquered 

I great kingdom and ruled it, and work with heart and soul 

for the happiness of the poor. I have a wife and children, 

biothen and sisters and friends, and a grandson to carry 

dovn my lineage. A bad fellow I am in many ways, but 

I feel no intentional wickedness on my conscience, and 

fc»Tc a sincere conviction of mercy. My worst sin is the 

wish to shoot Outram as he deserves, for he is base to the 

^ degree; but that feeling never lasts with me against 

My man for more than a week. It is however good and 

^ to be thought revengeful ; it prevents evil, and need 

^cr be so at heart. Never have I wronged woman in my 

"fe. I have kissed away many a tear but never caused one, 

"August 10th. — Sixty-three complete this day: the hour 

comes on sharp now, and the battle where all fall. Well, I 

P> to good company where my best beloved are gone. I 

^poae we shall all meet ; if not we sleep and are at ])eace. 

AH will be love, as all will be peace. 

''August 15th. — Napoleon^s birthday: he too is gone 
ind may be met with hereafter. I am at war with half 
India : were it the whole I would not care ! I laugh them 
lU to scorn. Nothing have I done misbecoming an honest 
oan, and all their malice cannot make me out a knave! 
ly conscience is pure enough to defy the world, and I do 
efy it: had I done a single act of dishonour I should 
"emble! 

"Aug. 19th. — Letter from William who advises me to do 
cactly what I have done — cast him and his history over- 
oard, and refuse to answer for his writing. They are sore 
I skinned eels, writhing and furious. 
''August 29th. — What am I accused of? Three main 
icts. l*. I carried into effect the orders of the governor- 
eneral as to military operations. 2". I wrote a private 
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letter, saying the getieral opinion was that certain ci^tT 
vanta were ruiniug India. This was published by my brother 
without my knowledge, or intent j yet ccrtnii] civil sen'ants 
were ruining India, and such was llic general opinion »nJ 
generally exjiressed. 3°. I wrote a letter, also pubUsbrd 
by my brother, saying thai raw spirits were a tnortai piBr 
paration for malaria I Thia is the sum total of my c 
and on these facts every sort of falsehood is built i 

torrents of personal abuse poured upon Die ! It gin 

little care, but \e.t a eosmopolitc, let even a Yankee, fullof 
free press and license, say where is the sdvniitage to ilir 
public that a man holding a place amongst the rulers "1 
the land should be so abused; nut for wroug-dotna:, not for 
niiKchievous opinions that he holds or promulgate*, not for 
failures, for I have been singularly 9uepe«sful ; no, for none 
of these things, but in wanton malice without cause? h 
this just? is it right or wrong? 

" Ought I not to have defence? Can I defend mywlf 
against a set of anonymous ruffians ? Ought not editor* tii 
be made by government to prove the truth of their mm- 
tions or suffer for their lies ? As glorious old Cobbett, furs 
glorious man he was with all his alleged faults, said, Iriilli 
or falsehood should bo the test of libel. Then I conlJ 
prove to India and England that I have aerved buth witli 
clean bands, clear cunseienet^ and with an honour m pun 
that my motto, ' sims tache,' should be given if I had il wA 
My sons and daughters and nephews may blush with npf 
at my treatment, but never for shame at uiy deeds. Ttict 
do redden with anger, I wish they did not, feariDf; it wU 
get them into quaireh with fellows like Oulrani, who i 
has had the jiluck to put bis name \o fnlseboods. I 
others had at least the shame to conceal lbniiseln» j 
acting infamously ; but the Chetmlicr tana peur I 
prachf, as William justly christened him, has not ( 
So ends my philosophy. 

" August 30. — The native regiments hero want i 
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bich the Bombay people don't understand at oil, aad 

tell them. There are however two reasons. I give 

iblc Itavc of absence ; they give five men leave and 

Again, my men are never allowed to be on duty 

one day in the week, except in presence of an 

their soldiers have but one or two nights in bed! 

iers kiipw well that I ain always watching to save 

id I have always fonr or five hundred men with their 

this weakens my army numerically, but gives it 

:e ; and if we had war two-thirds of those absent 

>uld reach me before a battle, for they are full of 

pride. If volunteering was allowed 1 could run off 

the Bombay troops. What put this fii-st into my 

that when iwo or three regiments went away crip- 

||iy fever 1 thought they would spread terror through 

hMidency : and they did so with officers. Hence, 

fg in mind a remedy, I thuught of letting four or five 

!i healthy men go home, who would scatter good ac- 
of Scinde; and they did so with great effect for the 
have all saved mnch money. Then I diddled the 
who desired to raise a military cry against Sciude 
lace of death; — Golgotha was their word. 
GcnI. W. Napier, September. — Take u sample of gra- 
I Mr. Edward Towusend who ia now secretary to the 
n! government, made two calls on my wife in the Ma- 
Itwar bills, just after Meeance. The first was to tell 
Anne" — Mrs. Richard Napier — "was bis mother's 
ifriend and had got him his place from Lord Clare ; 
owed everything to your husband's family Lady 
: and I can never feel sufficiently grateful.' Soon 
the report that we had been cut off to a man, 
t I was killed. Mr. Edward Townsend hastened to 

Ewife the agreeable news. The three girls who, 
eard it were in agony, placed themselves between 
all visitors but were thus addressed by him, 1 gup- 
know ijaiir fiilhrr ts killed and the whole iirmy (/e- 
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stroyfJ. So ended visit the Bccond I Now this Mr. Etiwiinl 
Townscnd has bceti one of the tiist to si^ the tuemoriil 
against me, A fjreat many hove refused to Bign il, and il 
has been got u|i cutirely by Oiitrani's dique. Mr. Twni- 
sriid might thn'efore have avoided lhi»: liud ic hwa ^crel 
he might have felt bound to go with the otlM^rs, aiid if hciail 
written to say so, whatever I might think, aa fault doulil be 
found. This marks the kind of men I have to deal with: 
and I must have constant official correspond en ce with Mr. E. 
Townseiid ! 

" Sciiidc suffers from the inccsMnt attacks madr openlj 
and in the dark upon me : they Ukc nji my time, Thi« ii 
one way. A Eiunjican soldiei- was murdered at Sukkurand 
I instantly ordered a court-inartial ; before the proceeding 
could eome down to me, the adjutant-g;eiieral Lnmlcy, in 
terms disagreeable though not absolutely impertinent, snj* 
his excellency the commander in chief has seen in the re- 
turns that a man has been murdered, and demands whal 
steps have been taken ? Xuw, why was Gough — hut ii mt 
not him — to suppose I allowed my sohlirr:^ to l>e mudcrcd 
without taking proper steps ? To write thna to an cn«^ 
might be excusable. The report made to me of the tict, 
my orders, the trial and return of proceedings, could uot by 
any possibility have been completed here before the 30th uf 
July : yet, on the 15th of August I got this letter 1 bo im- 
patient are they to know if 1 permit my soldinrK to he inii> 
dered with impunity I All this is from hostile feeling. -, 
Mr. Currie, one of Hardinge's grand secretaries, pUyj 
same game in a way that mnkes me tliink he h 
too much in his name ; but my resolutiou is to lose ti 
at nothing; and though thoroughly disgusted, to do n 
fur Scinde and let events work their way. Willi [ 
to bear l shall beat all enemies, 

" There is no material error in your hook ; I 
were preneut at the fights all agree as to its porb 
and wonder how you who were not tliere could : 
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t s description, The Bombay Times in hia last issue 

I that BfJB Klian is at this motneni jjunderini/ the whole 

itirr at the head of his tribe ! And that I diil nolhiny 

\the hilln .' Will India believe his lies ? and what can 

I tbia? Beja is however a prisoner with his whole 

, and the roblicre arc quietly cultivating the lauds I 

1 them OH. Three did rob the other day : one was 

kI, one csca|Kd ; one remained prisoner aud my intent 

9 to bang him, but the ofBcers who captured him tried 

I aenteoced him to perpetual imprisonment; aud as my 

II ta to cDconragc humane feelings with the ofBecrs I did 
! their sentenec, telling them why, The robber 

iht gallantly, he knocked over the soldiers and was only 

I when desperately wounded. Be assured these civil 

inta ahall not buUy me ; my only real vexation is that 1 

e neither pen nor sword in my own defence just now : 

igc has forbidden me to answer Ontram in tln' jiapcrs. 

r meant to do so till the govemmeut shewed what its 

c as to protecting me, and I feel jierfect confi- 

! in Hardinge here, and the duke in England, it is 

sely poasihle for government to let me go by the board 

kbiaway; hut no man in power can be trusted; their 

' would have been another puzzle for Solomon ! 

f The aamc, September 24. — I am trying a curious expe- 

bnt. 1 have launched Ucriah Khan Jackruuec against 

I Bfaoogt«e8, his lute allies. I e)(pected a good deal of 

ndecing this summer by hungry people from the hills : 

rever not one robbery has occurred, and the season for 

ations hait passed away. Lately indeed seventy of the 

Jtrmnvui' cattle were driven into the desert, beyond our 

, by nine Bhoogtecs, and I allowed the Jackranecs 

r own request to go after the Bhoogtees, supporting 

B with cavnhy, but forbidding my men to enter the hills. 

li fwl' will then begin, niid my uneasiness lest the 

ItnuieuM sliuuld return to their old life be at an end. 

|Ki) I firal alluHud ihcm to settle ucui' ihe frontier I felt 
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sure the Blioogtees would come iluwn for plunder and pro- 
dim: this retaliatiou; nad as uaoy of the best Jackractct 
ure employed and paid by mc in diS'ci-ent poits 1 tbiak the 
iVijatier job is now nearly settled ; and already all Cutdwr 
is covered witb grain and cattle. The robbers are down, 
and if tlie Court of Directors so love tbe tradv of tjnumj 
und debauchery and cruelty as lo set up tlie Ameers ngaiil it 
iii not my fault. 

" Old Indians say ' There is tw reject for you in India 
vil/iout magnificence and show I ' A greater fallacy does not 
exist. Trumpery and humbug are our enumiea in India, w 
they were and arc the enemies of the barbaric prinwi. 
Such folly ruined them and will ruin us; for if wc conlinue 
to imitate the EaBtcrn style our offiecre will deteriorate, aud 
the native officers will take the empire from us, A radical 
reform of the Indian army and an increase of Eoropesn 
officers is absolutely necessary. Some years beuce, for tile; 
will not iuerease the officers, my woi-ds will prove prophetic 
The Sepoy now lias no European officers, to look to, no cap- 
tain I mean ; he is devoted to us as yet, but we take no psJus 
to preserve his attachment. It is no concern of mine, I 
shall be dead before what I foreaee will take place; but it 
will take place. I would give this opinion iu writing if it 
w ould do tbc Company any good ; but it will not, for every- 
thing I say or do is looked upon as war against them, >ni<i 
1 will Dot play Cassandra for the directors to Jeer and laiigJi. 

" Now take a fact. On the 10th instaut six Sepuys de- 
serted with arms and ammunition ( no Indian officer 'nrr 
heard of such a thitu/ before.'' That is a step in the niarct uf 
mischief. The commander, foolish and cowed, did tinl n- 
port till the 1 lib ; he could not believe it and thought llicv 
had gone shooting, an irregularity which had befure »c- 
eurred. The police tracked, and seeing the men at s Ji"- 
tnnco changed their own clothes to join them as traiiJIfi 
tlii'y thus passed the froutier and went twenty miles bcrvO'l 
tthi'n un opportunity offered for sciiting the deserter*' w*** 
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adsecuriDg their persons^ which was done though the police 
rere only equal in number. Now for the fact: the men left 
i letter to be opened and read to the Brigadier Douglas^ 
mder curses on the finder if he failed to do so. It con- 
iiiDed a statement of oppressions by the native adjutant, 
Ditive captain and native sergeant major^ and finished 

thus, * We bid adieu to colonel and to our European 

officers, who were always kind and good to us ; we love and 
boDour them^ but they do not know what goes on ; we arc 
not allowed to complain. We are high caste men, our op- 
pressors are low caste, and we will not bear the gross abuse 
they beap upon us^ and on our wives who are good and rc- 
V^Ue women/ 

"One or two very young officers tred to interfere with 
tke native adjutant in this case, but the colonel stupidly 
^k part with the native officer: the same thing had 
Ittppened with Colonel Moseley when the G4th Ucgt. 
mutinied. Thus we find native officers taking the command 
^t of the Europeans' hands. Now certainly, in both in- 
■^ces they angered the men; but suppose a jifptxl and 
«ver native, of whom there are plenty, d^xis thf! hanie 
^g and has the whole corps with him ? Suppo-r; he 
loeva them what useless negligent people the Kur^'pfan"* 
^? Suppose he points out some corp<i with a knavf: anrl 
yitot, and savs, behold what thev are I Then wh^re is vo'ir 
•old of India? Here two voanjr *ubalti;nj- -howd vr-ii-". 
«t where were the mass of .Sepoy- Vj hftjk for pr'^t^cti^n ? 

10 man had a captain, the e<>tabli'(hmerjt i- f,iAy paid f'/r 
n companies: could the thin? hav<: \i^\,ytizi''A ix r:j: T'-'j:- 
ent had ten, or even six captain* ».:?i trj^r.-i ? 

" Experience telU a* that voir;? r/.'-ri r.ar ^rsiiv i:-: viii 
avoid the detailf of a cryTr.parjy, »:,.'.-:. •.:-«r.' fio r.v. •::.:•:- 
ind and see &bifi«d aVyat ir<:* o.-.t */, zz.'a:.^t. Ti.t 
itiTC officer if readr v> tilw: rL',*^ c*r*i. • ..-. :..* :.i.-:i»- i^- 
it recent deaertica L« a d«vd^ r^A\.\. ::-* -i'^ '- "»^:- 

11 on m brger icak aapczi Lse^yr.^ Tzjh I'^.y^^^ : 



»«a^ 



5S-S LIPE OF CUABLKB JAMES NAPIWl [IMS. 

K loved by the Sepoy, for he is honourable &ad jnxt pt- 
oenllj i he is the man (o lead him in baltlt^, luiil lliiTKfuff 
tkc msn to keep tbeoi n discipline: — he is copnble uf 
Baking like Indian amy march to Mofcow, bat he mu&t 
kan fair pky. Coon^, teal, ahiUly, uud a whitt.- hee he 
kv; bai be rnut aim bavc experience, which can unlj be 
gnia by keeping him with his rv^iineut., iiot by pving 
fharge of two companin to an ensign, who waa ihe month 
b^wv ia vulgar firartiotM st Addiscombe \ That ynulh 
nun- lead tkem ia a storm, but be cannot command ihem m 
a battk; mach len in a gay cMitonnicnt nith tromrn, 
balb attd races; saying nothing of beer, which I dart not 
DOW speak oil I hare in some remarks on military la<r, 
•ad ikcir new artKle of war smt to me for my opinioD, 
told tken all this. 1 said, give ten captains, if not gire 
Stt, bat call tkem grand dirisktii captains and let ihrai 
hare the division?, that the Sepoy aiay have a captain (« 
kwk np to, and be protected by a man who has taught hnn 
to be a aoUier— not In' a bay whom he has taught. 

" ilx ojpinioo will be disregarded and I will give no 
nore, bat the pnrscnt system will have a bad result some 
tine day as sure as God made Moses ; and ibc Coart of 
DiiTVtors will sell the grandest empire the world ever «». 
Tu give laT|:e salaries to civil servants and rrfnsc cnjitaiiu 
for Si-poys : this is their economy ! Yet tlicy and thctr 
abi-tUirs fancy ihey arc St to govern such aa wnpirc, aiiJ W 
organise an anuy of three bandred thousand meii ! I hwv 
dot-ply coo«id<-ivd and well ob»rrvi.-d this superb army, ud 
I think the officers are all that can be wished for; but 
withuut a proper sysieiu they cannot rule this iuiueniK 
force, cocnposcd from different nadona: — a cirriuusUuiK 
that with good n^ulations gives strength and power, h"! 
with bad caoM^ weakuesa cvirn to tlisKtlution. Wert Lon 
£IK'ubiiiuugh at the Board of Cunlrul something tni$ht t* 
done, Uardingv being at the same time govcni(ir-£<!U>^ 
and commander in chief; bnt with Lord Ripoo what OD 
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Iw^donc! And then the directors I Wtat do these lueo 
know of a military Byatem ? atid yet on the military system 
India depcndx. 

" It may be asked why do I then take officers from their 
eor\m for rivi] emplojTnent in Scinde? Because civil acr- 
nuits of the Company do not work, and as yet the revenue 
eoold not sustain their expencea, A civil servant turm^ up 
bis nose at 700 rupees a month ; a soldier jumps at it ! 
Would cifil iervantB come to this climate, which their Press 
calU M finlgulhti, for 700 rupees, thus quitting situations 
p«id in India with nearly as many thousands? \Vhy should 
Ibcy ? Your high-paid cinl servant in India thus deprives 
a repimcnt of its officer and I cannot help myself. Would 
it not also be hard to see high-paid civil servants come to 
Scinde, and the men who won it remaining with compara- 
tively low pay in the ranks ? Bah ! for the Company and 
its nepotism ; I will do my best for the soldiers. Yet my 
opinion is that the soldiers also are too highly paid in some 
citantions. They should not however be pulled down till 
all (he present ownern are done and gone; you cannot touch 
Iheir allowances. Civil aervanta should bo ]iaid less than 
the military ; there is no reason, that is apparent, for giWng 
them higher pay. However India will be Inst if the army 
he not pff'ectnaUy officered : it is now like a great balloon half 
filled with gas. 

" The robber tribes say that t am the first hing that 
■ viT SAW the inside of their hilts; but now the chann is 
r-jkcii and the tribes are ruined. They say Ahmed Khan 
.ml And knows how many ancient kings tried but all failed 
: Tonif* : none ever reached Trukkee, none ever even gained 
r rn- panHcs of the tirst ridge of rocks; detachments they admit 
liiivc, bnl all were finally obliged to retreat and most were 
destroyed. My name in conjunction with Tnikkec has been 
bntilcd through all the Astatic world. I long to hear of 
^AAb^espcdition after the cattle: his Jackrsnces are 
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LoivlandtTs, tUe Bhongtees Higlilanders. The first aam- 
tomcd to figlit in plains trust to their courage only ; tlie st- 
cond trust to their activity and tbink nothing of running 
away, being always ready to 6ght on another hiU: ji-t the 
Lowlandcr seems to me the more rrsobite goldier. I na 
going to read the hon. Mr. Shore on Indian affairs. He^^ 
hear attacks the eivi) servants furiously, nnil is a iir*t-^^| 
authority. W^^ 

" The Punjaub may be quiet, but I do not know mhafe^H 
think in this matter; my fear is that our having two chief* 
will do mischief; the real citmmnndtr has nhiUty and ponir, 
but is not the chief general. The possibility of failnrc vrith 
thirty thousand men and one hundred guns does not reuhze 
itself to me ; yet if anj-thing can produce a failure it will 
be two commanders : if any misrbief should happen it will 
be troublesome to repair, and then will arise events of » 
very punzltng nature, and no plan can be formed hefotr- 
hand by me. I should however have to consider 1°. Tlie 
defeated army's line of retreat; whether towai'ds the Gangja 
or the Indus, for it might not be optional. 2°. The Kisir 
of the countries around me. 3°. The enemy's forces whifh 
would probably be between me and the retiring anny, sup- 
posing it to retreat on the Jumna and Ganges. 4*. That mT 
force was fi\'e times what I eould leave in Scinde; for tlw 
Mahrattas and the Nijiam would be up in Bombay. 6°. M'bil 
way the folks here would take mutters. 7°. Whit .Mi 
Mirorad would do. All these things and their inealcaUblc 
contingencies are matters of deep import and perfect unw- 
tainty — though they would determine whether I ought to 
inarch on the enemy and try to give the grand a 
rally; or if I ought to hold a position for myself at Jlot 
Ooch and Bhawalpoor, or retire and defend Scinde. 
last would be cautious and safe, almost certainly » 
sueh a ease the safety of India must be cared for and n 
thing trusted to fortune. These are all matters w 
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in xay position cannut fore-determine, yet he must be 
BpKTcd to act upon any of thcni. I am doing so by 
bdriing oar rule here popular — a great matter, 
'** Kanlinge seems to hold the Sikhs cheap, probably 
^tly so as he has great oieaDs of knowing. He expecta 
march over the country at once; it would be inJelieate to 
kx suggestions, and they never do good : his position, bis 
pcricncc tu war, and his coui-age are all such as to make 
t diffident. If I have time to give Iiiin hints about the 
OViQg of Indian baggage it shall be done : he will find it 
It a little embarrassing. When he sees it, he will feel as 
'did at first, helpless and hopeless. I cannot however get 
y biggagc corps formed yet, though two years have been 
pent in praying for the means; it will do great good to 
C lodiau armies; but I must have support in forming it : 
Q^ey will not give me money, I can do nothing, and am 
much embarrassed. Hitherto my action has been without 
gular aanction beyond Lord E lie nbo rough's leave; and 
uw the civil servants are on the look-out, and if they can, 
U charge the expences on me personally to my utter ruin. 
:irig perfectly aware of their power I have been silently 
ing clear of all charges against me, to the tune of sixty 
rrenty thousand pounds sterling. For some time I was 
uneasy; but now, being safe, I shall do nothing without 
ftuthurity and of course the service will suffer. So let it. 
iny plana must be dilatory. I have had no answer yet 
the Slullarec river, thovigh in the thirteenth month of 
lued application. I will not risk the execution on my 
responsibility, though only f 12,000, I will not again 
farthing to save India, these people have taught me 

So much for philanthropy ! 

Ilardingc succeeds against the Sikhs I shall have 

ig to do but stand sentry on the frontier ; or possibly 

along the Indus to attack Peshawur, as a flanking 

If bis op|Kinents know their work they will with 

Ithuuaaud good irregular hoi-scmen, which they have. 
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do up Ills baggage and llien his army will suffiir dreadfully, 
unices they liave woods for sheltfr against tJii^ bui]. Tlie 
great point in our favour is the people's batrt-d of the Kalw 
anny. The hundred guns Gough has arc gocid if biwiighl 
into action, but that requires a deal of method, which nuy 
be waDting. One day on the hills, when on march, I aaid 
to [he colouel of Bengal Artillery, and he was an exctllCDl 
officer: — there is a height less than Trukkee, throw eomc 
abelU DD to it to let uie knoir what yon Bengalees can ilii. 
They took a position, but could not get their shells into the 
honitiersi If this happened with fifteen guns what niiiy 
not happen with a huiulred guns ? The heat had meltrd 
the stuff which fastens the shells to the toiupioa plug, and 
scruping was required for the sheU to enter. 

" I had suspected we might have some Biuall difficulty of 
this kind, and thcafore thus dnllcd Colonel GcddL'«, wliu 
has all the qnalitics of a first-rate artillery officer. Ue hw 
since been taken away from nie, and all my pontoon tnin 
&lso; but I have fine batteries and have given each 12j 
giiod horses. Of these batteries three could go with lue, 
perhaps four : hut if Hardinge wint a great buttle tw<i diyt 
after passing the Sntlege and so reaches Lahurc, we ia 
^'indc shall have nothing to do. I mean if he docs hi* 
work well ; if not there will be a far tougher job than Le 
expectH, for these men arc not to he despised ; and if Goufili 
gets the troops into a diffienlty, Haidiuge, who nner eom- 
mauded a regiment and has been thirty yean out of piictirt 
as H staff officer, will hardly get them out of it. ^^Tiat bU 
other geurnds are I know not; they may be very giWi 
1 dare say some are, but they do not euoimand. 

"October 24. — I hope Hardinge is not uffroiitfil at b>J 
appealing home against Outram. I did ao becauBe Outniu 
is an outrageous eucuiy of his brother- in -law. Lord Ellt^u- 
iMjrougb, and I am an old friend of bis own, and I thougl'i 
lie noiitd like to have the matter settled ut home. 1 ba>« 
had nmch trouble about thi» matter and ulisil liar« n $n»' 
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tel inorr, unleaa Outram ia dealt with properly. The 
influx of people into Scinde is great as the following report 
Crum a frontier post shewn. 

" ' Perfect ti'auquilUty eiista here ; the only occurrence of 
; is the popnlatioii of Cutchee crowding into our te.rri- 
For some days past 60 or 80 familiis, with all their 
goods and cattle have daily passed my fort, with intention 
to settle in Scinde. I have not ohserved a single armed man ; 
tliej' all appear distressed cultivators seeking iin asylum 1' 

KThis shews how well my ordei-a, about carrj-ing 
Sj is known beyond our frontier : the only subject of 
«t is that my poor boy, the Khan of Khelat, will be 
sd by this emigration. We first killed his father and 
idered his capital, and then set up an usurper, but soon 
cd down our puppet and restored little Nuasecr to his 
throne. He has been perfectly faithful, but too poor to 
rule his wild chiefs: his faith enabled General England to 
retire safely through his Bolan pass, and now all people 
west of him are his enemies for being our friend ! The 
Ciiudahar chiefs would have attacked him last Christmas 
if H warning letter from me had nut deterred them : now his 
own chiefs, ami probably himself — for what can the poor 
boy do ? plunder their ryots, and they eonic to Scinde ! 
My desire is to subsidize him, and take Cutch Gundava 
and the Bhoogtce hills in repayment. We could thus set 
biin np in Khelat and Shawl. Cutch Guudava would in 
1 years repay all disbursements; and as there is doubt of 
I poor boy living long his successor might be cast loose, 
r obligations being personal and springing only from our 
I Lord Auckland's time, which made us so 
^uileiit 00 the Bruhooe Beloochces in the passes, 
r* I have written a brief suggestion to Lord EUenborongh 
I rendering the Indian army less numeruus and mure 
; but with all the internal native principalities it is 
t to hold India without an accumulation of debt 
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Sir C. Xapier must not be mistaken here, 
was to remove tyrants and govern the people humauelr: 
Lord Dalhousic's recent pohcy of annexation removes the 
single tyrant indeed, and so far seems to coiiieide with 
Charles Napier's \iews; but the people arc dcIiTercd ova 
to a worse tyranny, and the mode of annexation has bren 
oppressive, fraudulent and violent ui the extreme: andvilh 
respect to Oude hypocritieat even to loathsomeness: the 
policy remains to be pnivcd. 

" The Nizam's territory ought to be consolidated with 
the Bengal territory, aa u grand base from the mouths of 
the Gang^ to those of the Indus; and the army shonU 
(hen be organized in four grand corps, vii. 

" 30,000 on the Indus : head-quarters aud civil 
meiit at Lahore or Mooltan. 

"25,000 on the Godavery : head-quarters and civil go- 
vernment at Ilydrabad. 

"25,000 on the Bharamputra: head-quarters and 
government Calcutta. 

" 50,000 at Luchnow or Agra : head-quarters aitd 
seat of civil government in India. 

"20,000 for connecting posts. 

"This would give 150,000 in all, and each corps must 
be concentrated as much as possible. Thus we should 
hai'e : — one commander in chief and govemor-geucral it 
Agra; three commanders of corps and governors at otlirf 
places : and ut my salaiy, which is less than half uf 
Sir George Arthur's. With this immense reductiou of 
force the sriny would still be far more imposing, ss four 
large armies, each concentrated, would make a show tu 
frighten all Asia : but our empire must be one empire, niit 
broken by internal independent princes; and the principlt 
of concentration should be rigorously adlicred to, Thf 
civil servants should be greatly reduced in numbers nnii 
pajincnt, the number of n^imental officers increased, W 
the military disbursements would still be vnstly rrJi 
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I an-angeini-'iu would be difficult no doubt, but so is 
rery great scheme, and all who are likely to lose would 
Ippose it tootb and nail : yet it could be done by sueh » 
mail aa Lord Elknborough, and it would double the Com- 
pany's dividend in London. It would not dirainiah the 
patruDBgie at the India House either, though that patronage 
would be chiefly military. I think 30,000 men could hold 
the Indus, from Attock to Kurraehee. What the liharam- 
[jutra would need I can't say; but surely leaa than the 
Indus ; and good government would render Icsa than 25,000 
necessary on the Godavery. I am sure ten thousand instead 
of thirty thousand would do for the Indus under a good 
goTcrnor; Will answer for half the hue with three thousand, 
the Punjauh being ours ! 

" I am sorry now at having appealed against Ontram, my 
first anger being over : his budget of lies could do me no 
hann, and the loss of time it has and will cost me docs 
great harm, taking me from better work. These are evils 
which no power can stand against, except the highest ; and 
we have seen one governor-general crushed by them. Other 
cfoSM-'s arise. The head-quarter staff are hostile to me, be- 
cause 1 look Hunter's part; and now he tells me he con- 
fesaeit he looks upon my saying di'ink disposed men for 
fever as a personal insult .' He behaved admirably at the 
mutiny, but he never obeys orders and is not clever : how- 
ever I will not give an inch to him or any man in India who 
attacks openly; and all smaller things may go as they will. 
Meanwhile I am trying to get information about Kloollan 
from a political, but he docs not, very properly, like to give 
^Htovitbout leave, and I cannot get an answer from Ilardingc. 
^^Hbicd 1 fear he is overwhelmed, for scarcely do answers 
^^^pe to any letters, and my belief is he appUes to home for 
^^Hen about everything. The greatest inconvenieuce yet is 
^^^ uncertainty about Ali Moorad's treaty; it shakes his 
^^BBdencc in us: and then the MuUaree water so much 
^^■Bti'dat Kurraehee for health] I thought Hardinge was 
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a capital man of business, and if lie is so thts lilcnce If 
difficult to account for. About my own house, a persinJ 
afTmr, he answered me at once, very kiadlj' : gorcninieol 
will take it off my bands. I did not ask this, but £;iid 1 
could not finish it,«iid did not think it right that a governor 
should sleep in his dining room ; liut if the gorcnuucia 
would finish it a fair icnt should be paid, otherwiie< 
must continue to sleep in my parlour. 

" My Boldiera are getting sulky with the Boi 
T!me«. Assuredly I have no disfavour to drend fniui the 
troiip* here, DOtwitbstanding all my imputed villanit« 
towards them, if a judgment is to be Fonucd from the mcii'i 
shouts for me when I go to the theatre, and the reception uf 
my health at a large dinner lately where 120 officers sat 
down. I am not fond of these dcoioustratiims, because thfy 
are in fact against orders and may be used both Trays; but 
what can I do ? It is this feeling (hat etmblca uie to do 
what I like with them in the field. I pay no couit to earn 
it, and am rigid in chastisements. Two officers have btCD 
broken since uiy return from the hills, and two soldiers are 
to be hanged; but the mass know it is just, and that I 
stand by them iu time of need. I snve tlicin from duty »* 
much as possible, iio needless guards arc allowed; bulb 
ofGcers and men have more leave from ntc than from au; 
other governor, and I do not plague thciu about dress. 
Wlien taken out, they are moved rapidly and not kept 
standing while people ore peddling about souic nonsense or 
another. 

" In the field I work very bard, but it tries me sorely, anJ 
I am luld not to do this : but yuu, William, know it b IIm 
great secret of aucce.is, for if a chief is lary cvcrjbody Ik- 
comea so, ' }f'&en I see that old man iiweasanify on Hi 

Aorse, haw can I be idle who am yonnff ami strong ? R\/ 

/ would go into a loaded cannon's mouth if he iirdrred mc' 
This was the speech of a young officer on the hillii, and when 
told to me was auiplc reward for my Kork : be felt, and 
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"Hho board him felt they had no escuse for disobedience. 
Thi: great art of eommanding is taking a fair share of the 
work. Men in power can easily avoid this share, and 
tcrally do so, and thus spoil the spirit of their ti-oops, who 
B that fair play does not go on : in tho.hour of trial tiitir 
kr is imknown to them, and benee an old man does not 
i for w«r. Muley Bey and !\Iarshal Saxe won battles from 
litter : but solitary examples will not shalte a principle, 
s must see their commander and that he takes as 
I rest as they do ; then mattera are done with a will, a 
spirit not easy to stajid against. I know not why I write 
all this to you, except from a habit of writing to you all I 
think in opposition to foolish things I hear, and which show 
me how few men see the real causes of military popularity 
and successes, independent of movements which may be ill- 
esleulated. 

" Deriah and his Jackrances have come back after making 

a desperate march. Some. cavalry and police went with 

thrm, and they say they marched two hundred miles in 

three days ; yet the Kulpoor Bhoogtees were too much ou 

the alert : however eighty head of cattle were brought in, 

Lieut. Hamilton has been thrown into a fever by the CKer- 

tion and i have no report yet. The effect must be good, and 

show the Bhoogtces we are on the alert : it is said Islam 

has, in consequence, gone into the Keytrian country; and 

daUy accounts come to me of the ruin of the tribes by my 

^^;peditiou. The Bhoogte^s lately persuaded the MuiTees 

^Hat I wu meditating their destruction, and their terror was 

^^B^nMt they fortified their passes, abandoned Kahun and 

^^BBt their families northwards. They wrote however to nie 

to ask if it was true that the Bhoogtees were under my pro- 

U^ion, for if so they would not war on them. My answer 

—The more Bhoogtees you kill in war the more honour 

^the Murrees; and with this a supply of powder. These 

gible argimients have more weight than protestations and 

like the Murrees much and wanti-d them to 
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" Our revenue U improving. The Bums I have set 
for you are extracts taken from the office archives, and 
a revenue of nearly tfaiity thousand pounds a mouth under 
all the drawbacks of war, locusts, pestilence, and ignorann; 
of the sources of taxation and its projicr aDiouot; which of 
course enabled kardara to defraud us to an immense nmoaol. 
But here is a net sum averaging twenty lacs, or two hiindrnl 
thousand poiuids sterling suqilus. Be assured that in ten 
yeai-s it may be doubled ; but here are .£360,000 revenue 
already, ii200,000 being clear surplus, after paying a civil 
guvcrnment. A rough return for charges of public works, 
ordinary and eirtraordinarT, and repairs for 184-li being 
taken from our surplus, leaves still tweuty-seven thousand 
jiounds in our favour for that year ! ! And recollect Sukkur 
and Kurrachee were ours before the conquest, and would 
have been a dead lose. 

" The same. November 22nd. — You say your book has 
brought nothing but annoyance to me. This is not so. Tlr 
same attacks would have been made in some other form, and 
without your support. On mc the \'ile clique of Bombay 
were resolved to fall] and though the government might 
have kept me here and approved of my government, thai 
would not have made it appear in its true lionoumble hstt 
to the public. Sir Hudson Low was supported by the 
government, but that did not clear his character. There is 
some difference between ua indeed, and time would isTi 
brought about truth ; but meanwhile, probably, to reaigu, p 
t<i Bombay and after fighting some of those fellows to ^ 
home if I escaped, would have been my fate ; and I »houla 
have been persecuted for the rest of my life, with no oikt 
consolation than the having shot a rascal, which, bavin; 
steady nerves and being a good shoe it is likely I should ii»" 
done. Make your mind easy therefore, aa mine is ; ihoi*'' 
nt times, when not well and other cares press 



1 



I Year.] EPOCH XTI. PERIOD II. SCLNDE. 319 

Wive private cares and troubles, I am low. The Lot winds 
here relax the man from Lead to foot, aud theii the firmest 
mind feels almost incapable of doing its work. Years also 
press heavily, age cannot consult with youth, I am aloue and 
at times, throwing myself on u couch, I wish the whole story 
to wind up and end ! Then your book rouaes my spirits up 
to finish my public work and make it worthy of the 
beginning. 

" Sir George Arthur and I keep on good terms, which is 
atntige, fur he gets plain language from me. The 25th 
N. I. arc my favourite Sepoy regiment: it went to Bombay 
lately, expecting to be received with honour, after five years' 
service and being victorious in three actions. ^Vell, the men 
were Inndcd like dogs, no one even to show them where to go 
to ! After two days Sir George asked Colonel Woodbum to 
dinner, V/ilh nnij officer who had called ! He sent a refusal, 
and the officers are furious, the soldiei-s taking up the 
(jiiarrel. Sir George had written to me. He feared the 
■■'.introvergy, meaning Outram's afiair, was producing partizau- 
liip, and the strife would do harm to the service. "When 
1 heard from my fellows, some of whom cuiue here from 
Bombay, how the wind blew. Sir Geol^e's letter became 
intelligible and my answer was. Strift ! Controversi/ ! I 
know not what you mean. WTiat strife between Major- 
Oeueral Sir C. Napier, governor of Scinde, «nd Cajitaiu 
Outram of the 23rd N. I. No atrifc. You seem not to 
kate the dignity of a governor as high as I do. I have 
fcidcB of strife. The captain has been insubordinate, be- 

rcd ill, and the major-general has reported him to higher 

Biority, whose decision will appear in form of a fiat: no 
Nearly all the 25th officers are men who respect and 

Bsk well of me, and my belief is that this afi'ront put upon 
a and their men is solely because they are my favourites. 

r George tried bard, and does so still, to make me answer- 
e for your book, but I ])in him like a bulldog, uud as 
B?Iy too. 
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I hear from good authority that the avU servant* are « 
they signed the memorial ; that it wrb drawn up by o 
high in autboritv and they were bullied into it. Who tiu 
fiiifh aitthorily waa is not told, but ray convictinu is c 
tu Willougbby. Buist is iit a ttity al the Loadoi 
pajiers because they won't adopt his filihy falsehoods; 
has told U9, that hia informants on political and military 
matters are Sir George Arthur and the commander in rhief : 
fwr the sovereign aulhorities is his expression, which can 
only mean the governor and eouucil at Bumbay. The com. 
mander in chief he plumply names ! Sir Thomas McMahon 
is however a kind-hearted man, who makes diverting 
epceobes sometimes at dinners and suppers ; but has, niil- 
nithatanding a very rich brogue, really vrry beautiful tnan- 
ners : he is well polished off, as my wife's maid says — 'ludcvd 
my lady our niin when they get commissions Whnves hko 
gi'iitlcmin, they'll pass a comrade nevt day as beautiful as 
if they'd been officers all their lives; tosses tlieir bi-ads and 
takes no notice as tlhgent as the colonel himself. Oh! 
indeed they do t poUshes off in great style, quite natral. 
But thin you see my lady, the wives you sec, won't polls] 
at all ! Poor eratiirs, It's not natral to them. They I 
tbeii' best poor things, but tlie ladies won't reunve t 
and tbiu they can't give up ould customs of a drop 1 
momint, and now and thin a little too much, and a latlf 
eomea in to call and don't consint to it at all ! at all! 
Somehow they niver does take the polish.' 

" M'ell, Sir Thomas has the polish but he docs not pull well 
with the governor, and at a pubhc dinner, when Sir Gcor^ 
gave the commander in chief with a long flattering sjieech, 
up he jumped with. — 'Pon my word I have been five yc«n 
in constant official intercourse tvith his honour the gavcnior, 
and have never, I declare to God, found out that he liu ■ 
good opinion of me till this minute.' It was irresistible!" 



' natral. 
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lIosTiLiTy, fomented and encouraged by tlie directors, 
niid miuisters of the Queen's government who truckled to 
them, waa now in full activity against the governor of 
Scindcj and to his own vigour of mind only could he look 
for auppoi't. 

" M. Genl. W. Napier, Oet. 3rd.— I fear Sir Geo. Arthur 
and I shall Jiot long continue friends. He has written what 
be callh 'Utters free from a controversial gpirit.' Yonr moderate 
fricud is a delightful counaeUor : he calms you down by tell- 
ing yon, the least offensive way in the world, that you are a 
fuol, allar, a blackguard; everything that Newgate furnishes: 
he wants you to stand in the pillory and says, Now don't be 
aunuyed, for really as you have a nose you must be fair to 
those poor people who oidy desire to break the bridge of it ; 
and if yon insiHt upon having eyes, really my dear friend 
it is UDrcaionable to complain of having them battered 
with rottt-n e^s, which are the softest things they could 
ding. I have given bim about 17 sheets in answer to his 
18; but iu a stjlc to enforce the hoisting of true colours, 
llis great object is to make me defend your book, which aa 

lafe dinned into him I will not do; and be endeavours to 

: Outram in a gross way. Now it is injurious to the 

; to ((uarrel with the governor of Bombay, but at a 

a point forbearance must end, and my letter will bring 

i decision. He lays great stress upon my having 

i^ f//tt/e ae ieaktua auuUace. I did say ao, I do sajr 
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mi : but mr saving so, is not to decide my opiaion of us 
subsequeut conduct. 

" The Governor-general, Nov. 7. — Wc Iiave received our 
luedsls, sent to us amongst coiniDissariut stores as a balf of 
goods, and without ribands or any means of banging tbcni 
to our breasts ! As Lord Ripon has taken nearl}' Uurtr 
yeara to prepare them they tuigbt have been fiuisbed ! 
Those received from Bengal earae in a more gcatleuanlikc 
way, from the commander in chief, and through the adju- 
tant-general, the orthodox ebantiel. Lieutenant-Colonel 
Peuncfather sent uie mine ! and some uf tlie officers here 
received theirs through private hands long before! Indeed 
it was from them I first heard of the arrival of the mediiU. 
Those gentlemen were annoyed and brought their meduU to 
me. However all this is Bombay style and don't much 
signify, or rather don't signify at all. 

" M. GcnI. W. Napier, Nov. — 1 have at last got a ropy 
of your Conquest of Seinde. Ilardinge is all right abonl 
Outrmn. The Sikhs arc, I hear, trying to make the Si-poy* 
on the Sutlege desert, and have had some success, tweutv 
having gone off it is said. This is not good, but tbry 
give no pensions which is the grand thing with ua. I still 
think as I suid, the conquest of the Punjaub will not be 

" Journal, November 25th. — My Journal is in Brrenw, 
having been so overwhelmed with worries and factious busi- 
ness us to be forced to write even upon important affain 
cwTcnle calamo. The chief subject of worry has been Sif 
G. Arthur's conduct about Outram and other mattcre. 

" E. D, Davenport, Esq., Nov. 28. — I have this momeni 
got your most agreeable letter, which made nic laugh, anJ 
also feel very much obliged to you for being so good-hu- 
moured with me, which I am with nobody. How thedrnl 
can 1 ? with a sun frying iny liver, until it is, or may br, i* 
big as the lies of the Bombay Times ; which are w bigr 
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ftat if Archiniedcit bud tbe smallest of them be would no 
IwDger have needed a fulcrum to raise the world ao far 
■9 siie goca! An honest man's liver should swell when 
*ucb lies arc put forth. Swell I Yes, blow uj) like u bomb- 
shell ! Don't expect me ever to be in a good temper until I 
a.ni in my coffin, I never will, it would be dishonest, un- 
dent Icm an like : — unless I can kill an editor, which would 
make me fat, sleek, good-humoured. It is said we arc not 
to hnvc war in the Pnnjaub this year. That no man can 
tell. I hope we shall not, but when troops command nud 
generals obey, as at Lahore, all depends upon brandy ! 

" I am ao chagrined, so utterly disappointed that no de- 
bate took place on Lord Ellenborough's recall that 1 can- 
not express my vcKation. I have from first to last acted, 
whether right or wrong the world may judge as it pIcaMca, 
with the moat ardent prayers to the Almighty for doing 
what was wise for the interests of my country ; and these 
interests I have ever felt must be, not what is expedient 
bnt what ia really virtuous and right in itself. 1 have in no 
case wilfully done wrong that good might come of it ; nor 
has failure occurred to produce self-reproach or regret. 
Living as I do with the press of India, and hundreds of 
'conndrels, in one roar of abuse against me, my whole and 
sole wish is to sec all that Loitl Eilcnboi-ough did, and or- 
dered me to do, as regards Seinde, brought forth into tbe 
bmadesl glare of day, canvassed in print, in Parliament, 
fvrrywhcre, and let me stand the consequences. 

" I know you and olher friends cast the lies of newspa- 
pers to the dogs, and I have no time to answer them : 
already the time taken up to answer Outram has impeded 
uiy work of good government. I do all myself: I must do 
ao, and all that diverts me from work makes my engines 

EI have excellent and very clever officera, but like a 
ent they await the woni of command, which these cursed 
blea prevent me from giving; thus business aceumu- 
wllicll obliges me to labour and deprives me of time 
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for restj auil for reflection on what requireB it. I ther 
cannot defend mpelf, and did ]ouk to & dIecUBsion iB Par- 
liament for shewing that I have not deviated in a aiagle 
instance from the line which religion and banour dictated. 

" I may not agree iu politics with Lord Ellen Iwrongh, 
whom I never saw, nor do I know wluit his politics an.- ; but 
I do uilmire his genius, his liigh honour, aud bts project) 
to serve the people of India instead of robbing them, wbicb 
It the great object I believe of the Court of Directors and 
of plenty of civil servants, so far as history speaks. As to 
that egregious Lord Ripon, God defend mc t Now yon will 
naturally say, when told that I conTspoud with liim, and 
begin ' Dear Lord Ripou,' that I am a hj'pocritieal wiu 
of a gun ; but barken, though my defence does not sati»fy 
myself. Lord Ripoii and I quarrelled long ago. After 
Meeanee he wrote me a noble letter j that is the exprcsiiofts 
were noble, the tuau is not so ; but I gave hini credit for 
his words and we made up our qutirrel. Now I aiu again 
incensed, but to shew it would injure the public sernce. It 
arises thus. Eaily in 184:3 I saw tlnit Sciude was not con- 
quei-ed for any good the people could receive till the lull 
robbers were subdued ; but as wc had no quiirrel with them 
tliere was nothing to do but hope they would keep quicL 
Not a bit. The moment the sun began to chain as up b; 
its terrible burning, these hardy robber tribes cauie do*" 
upon us. They crossed the desert, haiasaed our jmrta ti 
eavnlry, plundered many villages, and murdered all ticy 
came across though we bad nut given the slightest csii:<' 
of offence; indeed we could not, as the di-aert lay bctwwii 
us. In one instance they cut to pieces 300 uf my asaf 
followers, poor uuaruied people who were gathering gm* 
with a guard of twelve troopers : they were in a tnouieat tU 
killed, for these robbers ajtai-c not man woman or rhilA 

" I was very sei-ere in my ordera upon the officer "li" 
commanded the post; and the more so that his wife )* nf 
cousin, and my resolve was that no feeling of clanshi)) sliofl 
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md between me aud justice. lie is a good fellow and a 
jiruper bruvi; man ; but of great statui-e, heavy, and unfit tu 
iiicoujiter heat. My order worked him up, and the uuxt 
party of robbers he was too quick for. Burly as he is, he 
nuuagod to foi-ce a battle, in which, with bouic loss to hiui- 
•elf, he paid them off; fur as they had no mercy ou the 
gruss-cutters the cavalry returned the compliment and every 
robber was cut to pieces. This was just. They had de- 
utroyed twenty-five villagea. 

" Well you will say, what has the admirable 'prosperity 
TlubiitAon' and [utterly Earl of Ripou to do with this? 
Why he wrote me a letter veiy civil aud private to aay he 
hoped I would excuse his offering his remarks, hut he 
thought 1 made loo muck of the little robber alFah' on the 
frontier! aud he feared too much would be made of my 
orders at home. In fact he waa afraid of the Court of 
Directors aud the newspapers. My scorn I swallowed. I 
had carle blanche from Lord Elieuborough to act my plca- 
siur. I calculated the I'obbera at sixteen thousand hghting 
men : I have now their numbers accurati.'ly, and most of 
Ibcir bodies also, and they were 18,800! During the 
suRiiner they had harassed us dreadfully; the poor people 
■hsndoued whole districts bordering on the desert, and I 
wa» obliged to rciiii'orce all my posts, and even send them 
■ly pieces of cannon. I ill brooked all this, aud when the 
("jI weiither came paid them off: they are ruined as inde- 
^ijjujdeiit tribes for ever. 

^K^ Their boast that in 600 years nothing <'vcr entcied 

^^■ir mountains is trae. Every army that ever marched 

^^^jVDBt them failed at the enti-aucc of their hills and was 

diMxioifilcd. Two of our detachments penetrated in 1810 

aii<l were cut to pieces, wanting food and water aud having 
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tul passes still to be forced. Hoi 

r than the former enemies did, with 1,800 men and 

a of artillery, force the passes into theJr hills, and as 

)r call me kiiiff their boast was broken and their pride 
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fell! The work waa oue of anxiety enough God ltnow»j 
for the danger of lusing uiy whole force if u inislnkc wu 
made was immiDent. Oiicc cut off in tho^ tri-tuendous 
defiles and not a man could eseajie ; and the difficulty of 
getting water and bringing uji provisions was very great. 
If a mail moved beyond the sentries he was instantly killed : 
hid ill chasms and caves, the robbers stole on ns uiiawarrs 
and killed those whom they could surprise. Well, our 
business was completed, we won rather by our legs than our 
arms and brought our enemies prisoners in triumph to 
Scinde. I gave them ground, and they are all delighttd 
with the rich lands which they before harried ; they have 
now raised on them raagnifieent crops of their own ! 

" Davenport ! I did think that my soldiers, who hud 
laboured so hai'd, who had with scarcely food to nouriaii 
them penetrated those defiles and caverns, reckless of diuigej' 
or hardship ; who had some hard fighting also, and behaved 
gloriously — I did think, I say, that the least Lord Bipuu 
could do was to suy those men did well; but he attempted 
to burke my dispatch ! It was not till Lord Ellenlwrougli 
threatened to ask him in his place, why my dispatdi tnu 
nut published, that it appeared in the Gazette : the ucuw 
was — indeed he had furgvUen it. Can you then be sur- 
prised at my saying the hottest day in Scinde never nisdr 
my blood boil as this man did ! Yet I begin ' My deu 
Lord Eipou ! ' God forgive mc 1 I ought to be hanged, 
but it is one of those unpleasant things I do for the public 
service. I could not indeed write to him for two uiuntlii, 
it took that time to school myself into calmness: bu' 
calmness, except that assumed in moments of danger, is the 
sure sign of a hypocrite, and so I am one : yet I notn 
some day to bring up my lee-way with a wet sail. 

" All my soldiers, the young ones ca|>ecially, looked W 
the GiiKctte for telling their friends I was pleased ti"' 
them, and that they had done their duty ; and that viwi 
creature, loUing in his easy chair, thrusting the diaqinttli iu'" 
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bis drawer aaA—fnrgetting it ! The poor creature is afraid 
or ihc Court of Directors, that is the secret. Oh ! Eng- 
land. England! art thou to be thus raled! to be thus 
ridden I I am sick of the whole story of public life. I 
will die here if my remaining can be of any use — and my 
children being with me I am as well pleased to die here as 
plscwhere : but for my own satisfaction, I would ratlicr lie 
in a third pair of stairs lodgings in Petticoat -lane. 

" I have a grandson wlio bids fair to have his father's 
slaughtering arm in battle : the father alarms me how- 
ever, because he cannot always be victorions, Two of bis 
brothers have been killed. One was eaten by a tiger: he 
was hut a boy, yet shewed his family pluck, for while in the 
ivnimars mouth he called to his companions — Jire away, I nm 
l<ii»t kelp, don't be afraid of shooting. They did shoot, 
killed the tiger, and took the boy up alive, but the animal's 
tusks had, as he said, put him past help. The other 
brother rode down the precipitous stairs at St. Helena and 
went over the rock, horse and man, down ! down 1 smash 1 
My chap tried to ride across a quicksand here, and 
b»w be saved himself no one can tell ; he and his horse 
went down at once, and afterwards, by tlic most desperate 
efforts got out separately ! 

" I quite agree that it is not my friends that require ex- 
planation of all I am about but the public. William has 
gone fnr to set me right; but there arc public documents 
, would do still more, because they defy contradiction. 
\ the Conquest of Scinde be has not said a word that is 
t proved as rc»:ards facts : as to bis opinions of mc the 
irorld may judge as it likes. There is a very able officer 
who has attacked the Bombay Times. lie began with a 
letter signed Omei/a, and has gone on with a series of facts, 

I every one of which every officer in Scinde would swear: 
ia patting the Indian public right. 
'* Men do not read in India, so William's book is known 
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toafewouly; but tliis gpiitleinan has taken the pitli oit, 
and put it in tlu- paper he writes to, and now meu's eyrt 
open, and OutrRin's pnfGug of liimself into noiioe throuEb 
the Bonibny Timea is shewn up. He h in debt to a himt 
in close connection with gotrnmcnt, and the Inlt«r *rt 
puffing him up to excuse its own miscondurt in giving him, 
a captain — for he ia only brevet lien ten ant -colon el, whifh 1 
got for him — a place of three thou^anda year, as Resident 
of Sattara. Oh ! the tricks, the jobbing, the derilmenl of 
India match Ireland in former days : worse cvtn. 

" Fancy that fellow Outram's saving I tried to cet mtirt 
batta than the regulation. I never e^t-n asked for pny is 
a governor ; they gave me tabic allowance, or, as tliev tcnn 
it, sumptnnry allowance, but no pay beyond that of D^»jo^ 
general. This allowance is ample, making altogether seven 
thousand a-year, and is really very- high pay. At the samt 
time, when it is considered that I have horses and camels to 
keep in great numbers; that I cannot do with less than sii- 
tecn or seventeen sen'aiits, whose wages in Scinde arc ncuflj 
double what they are in India generally, three time*, cwb 
four times what Bengal servants get; and lastly that <rtJi« 
governors get about fiifhteen thousand a i/for, it is imt <nrfc 
very high pjiy. As to my work I do not pompiain : 1 like 
it, hut believe no other gOTcmor has so much. I am held 
of every department: the others have counriln, and ih 
judges are all independent. I reckon myself therefore I 
dear bargain to the public, but a cheaper one than Sir Gw^ 
Arthur, governor of Bombay. 

" I have now lodged a suqilns revenne of two hltnilRd 
thousand pounds in the public treasury. liord EUra- 
borough has in vain tried to make Iiord Bipon strtte this m 
the house; that silly lord is 'ajraid he camol yet dfpenie* 
Sir Charlfs Napier'a calctrlafions m so short a timt.' WtHi 
let him take the way to prove them, viji., put them forthl 
Challenge disproof I I have some first-rate sccoiiDl>DtJ,iBd 
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^^Hl calcitlationi were made by them not by me, they are 
^^Brix] documetiU I Aye I but they would disprove i/ie yeU 
^^rinal Sdnde!" 

The worthlessness and expense of Scinde was the burthen 
of this yell; and incorrect aecounta were laid bL'foro the 
Ifnuse of Commons in Biipport, while Sir C, Napier's true 
ones were aup pressed. 

" Now for the people. Are they content? Judge for 
yonnelf. Last Christmas I was one hundred miles beyond 
fhe frontier with nearly half my force. Not a man moved I 
behind me all was quiet. Has a Hin):;le EiigHshman been 
tnnrdercd, or even attacked ? No 1 Do they not shoof , 
hunt, travel alone and yet meet with every attention from 
the people ? Yes ! Can they safely travel in Bombay ? 
No I They dare not move without guards. But my last re- 
porta Stat* more than this, namely, that about five thousand 
poor people have with all their goods and cattle flocked into 
Scinde to settle under English rule. I have also lettei-s 
fruru the powerful tribes of Hedjee and Pundjoor, in the 
Mfkran or ancient Gedrosian desert, begging me to receive 
;'ii ir eight thousand warriors under ourrnlel Tliese jwoplc 
'ink I am a king nnd can do as 1 please, and do not under- 
■-.md why I refuse them. Are these svmptoms of our go. 
VLTiinicnt being obnoiioua to the people ? No ! They 
kuow 1 work for the protection of the poor, and secure for 
them the just wages of their labour, and 1 defy tlie Court of 
tors to restore the Ameers, unless they pay tin army to 
p thttm on their thrones." 
PAtu>ther note of the yell was that the people abhorred Sir 
rJlapier's tyranny, and only watched an opportunity to 
' t fop their " Beloved Patriarchs." 

" " X know nothing of Mohun-Lal, he was not in ^einde with 
me; but if he says I broke any treaty he hes! If be 
uiauii that the Ameers did so he is right. Tell your impar- 
tial Indian officer. 1°. That I did nut accuse the civil ser- 
vants, but said certain civil scrrants, IS he docs not under- 
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stand English I caii't help it: I am not his school niusKt. 
2°. K he can read, let him read Shore on Indian Affam. 
Do road Shore yourself, you will see whether anything; foiiil 
by me or my brother he too strong ! hut I only repeated whai 
the civil sen'auts said of each other. Tfll your inipsrti»l 
ludiau officer also that Napier will give his proofs, aiid hii 
auonjTnous defender has given them ; and he, the impartial, 
ought to know those proofs are true : but he talks like n truu 
old Indian. He must tell Napier where to find time from 
public duties to defend himself from privnte aspersions made 
in infamous newspa]>erB, unless he acts as old tndians gene- 
rally do, i. e. sacrifice the public to their private conveni- 
ence! 

" People may fancy a country can be governed in an easy 
chair with ;»(n<ta Ac, andallthcluxiiry of thcEast. I dareu]' 
he thinks! receive company, with fellows carrying silver stick* 
as Outram did, as Pottinger did, and as Sir George Arthur 
docs. If I have done uuglit of merit it has been by dili- 
gence and hard work, and scorning to give way to the lati- 
tude that climate produces. Alirabean said that revolution* 
could not be mbtt with rosewater. Neither can countri» 
be conquered, nor armies commanded. Your ' ought to dp 
this' and 'ought to do that' gentrj% do nothing thrniselw) 
in this country but make rujwcs : they arc active at tliat 
Bead Shore 1 Again I say, read Shore ! In India it >i 
reckoned the highest authoriiy and standard work, and no 
one has dared to answer it, that I have heard of. Tell jout 
impartial fiiend to read it. Well, I am ashamed to have rtm 
on in this egotistical letter, and have half a mind to tear it 
up ; hut if I die in this land it will tell you I did so witha 
calm conscience as an honest man. And t-hough it is niMtl]' 
assertion now, all I say wdl after my death, bcforo 1 
hope, be as clear as the brilliant sun now shining on mt' 
You will now ask why you are lo pay postage for my clii- 
racter ? I do not know : a desire to appear worthy of JBH' 
friendship is ray ejtcuse. 
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Kennedy, Deconii>cr Ist. — The news to-day seems 
Hike, but Sir Henry Hardinge assures me there wii! be 
t war, so fur as he can judge. Gnod; but with these 
» there is no saying what may happen. At last a 
!tion for my baggage camel corps has come, and in about 
t> mouths, if the baggage is not lessened it will at least be 
directed by experienced men. I give myself great credit for 
this invention. The stupidity of not having such an one esta- 
blished in India before, can only be accounted for by sup- 
posing that generals did not ever think of moving masses 
uilb facility, but imagined rapidity consisted in noisy bugles, 
double quick time, and horse artillery," 

Stupid as this might be, far more intolerable was the 
stupid malice of the Bombay government which afterwards, 
avowedly to mortify Sir C. Napier, destroyed this grand 
military creation, this noble invention which doubled the 
activity of armies, and swept away half the cares of a 
general ! 

" It is to me a strange thing to see, yet I do see it daily, 
that met) of good sense in ordinary matters; aye I even 
clever men, overlook the sure though apparently trivial 
points on which the success of their projects essentially 
<]c|>cndfi. On this very point of movement, they fancy 
t-nlioping of guns and setting of soldiers running are tu 
i-iire n mpid operation : it never acema to enter their heads 
;it the only good of double quick is to train men to health 
-nil exertion, not to obtain results by the superior quickness 
of running over walking. They do not see that horse 
artillery need not go faster than columns can mai-ch. Nor, 
that it is arrangement and incessant care that makes an 
armv rapid: — care to raise the moral feelings, care to sup- 
|Hirt the physical strength of the weak, not galloping and 
trumpeting, and running. It is thus also that our impedi- 
nieuls of baggage have been accepted as a necessary evil : 
jtt it can be remedied so as to become only an evil ua 
^■■lything is an evil that docs not fight. Fiinry fiftceu 
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hTtntlrcd catncJs ill-loaded and poshing ou writhout ( 
each has tta driver, to force a niorch. Then inmgiuc my 
caniels in divisions, companies, sections, each luvug )k 
non-commissioned officers and officer; each camel its I 
driver weU drilled; two cumcls tied together and led b 
mail, the other Banking to keep off an enemy ! " 

Now came the Punjuub war. 

"Journal, December 24. — The war has broken ( 
last : the Sikhs have crossed the Sutlege I So Sir 1 
flardiiige tells me in & letter, dated the 13tli, and he atii 
Gough are in full march ; probably there will he s figbi 
on the 18th or 20th. I am to be reinforced with tw 
European and four native regiments, and two batteries: 
and about tlie end of Jannary my force will be t\»ivi 
10,000 men, with 48 pieces of field artillery and a si^r 

" December 25. — Reports of all kinds. My arracgeinetitt 
go on quick, I have good troops, I know my work, aud mj 
preparations go on fast ; the soldiers all mad for fight, and 
they will begin tricks ; hut I will bring them up with i 
rough hand or discipline will go like a shot." 

In the history of the Aiiminutration of Bdnde, will l* 
found proofs of the commanding power and fsciUty with 
which Charles Napier at thia time assembled a perfcct)j'- 
orguuized army at Roree : there also will he found hi» jint 
culogiums of the very able officers who worked under him; 
especially of that model engineer, Major Pcnte, whose disli 
followed soon after a display of unhuundcd tiilcnt uni 
energy on this occasion. The assembling of that arini 
was indeed a rare military effort, one that excited the *i' 
miration of all but tliosc who should have been foremartti 
acknowledge and lionour the capacity displayed. I^ 
Ellen bo i-ough, himself an able and well -experienced niin'' 
iiistrator of armies in war, expressed his astonish mcnt, n»l 
placed it for military ability ei-en above the campaign *> 
which the conquest was effi-ctcd : jicrbaps with rensou, '" 
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evCTy material of physical power was combined with a moral 
excitement almost uncsampled i though constrained to or- 
(Ici- by an unrclaxing discipline, the troops were yet almost 
fmntic in their eagerness. Like plunging steeds, furious 
though obedient to the pliant hand that ruled their violence, 
Micy raged for battle. Alas for the hard fate of trammelled 
L'l nius! The highest iatelligence and energy were employed 
■ bring them to that state, and they were just being loosed 
' 'r action when an inferior intelligence suddenly drew a 
barrier across the course, and the whirlwind race could not 
be run ! 

"M. GcdI. W. Napier, December 25.— The Sikhs have 
-n«8<J the river, and probably an action was fonght the 
! Ifh November, as Ilardingc was in full march on the 13th 
mim Loodiana to aid General Littler, who has only six 
liiiiii!<and men to oppose some twenty-four thousand who 
bad crossed and, as I make out, eut Littler off from 
Ilardingc. Being thus without any communication I only 
know that Ilardingc was about two forced marches from 
Ffn>»epoor, and he says he will join the troops from 
I»odtana next day at Basian — which is not on anv map but 
Biurt be at least 60 miles fi-om Perozepoorl This flank 
ntarch i» safe from the river being impassable I suppose, 
but I know nothing, Meanwhile I am shoving every thing 
up the Indus as hard as possible to form a camp at Roree, 
where I Bhall have five batteries, three regiments of horse 

• «iid 6000 disposable infantry. I suppose I shall be ordered 

■h >K>ve on MiHjItan. 

^K " Thi* sudden ontbivak gives me so much to do that I 
^rdly know which way to turn. The troops arc quite wild, 
the S6th wdl I think teur down their barracks. I shall set 
the machine in motion here, and then go to Sukkur, If 
the M'KiUnn man comes down, I will wait for him at Shi- 
karpofir and try to make Ali Moorad coax him on to Suk- 
kur; and when his left flank is on the river I will full on his 



At and shore him in. Such plans changi 



•nerally, but 



B.-i 



ZGi 



LIFE OP CHARLES JAMES NAPIEB. 



1 

im^ 



1 dare say he will give me some advantage if my wil 
let me seize it. My preparations could and should hait 
been made aooner, but were Rtopped from fear of alarming 
the Sikhs by SETiding warlike stores to Bukkur; however 
all goes on pretty emoothiy — only late. 

" Poor Con^idme ! he was the best man of his ranlc I 
Buspeet in India. I hoped to have him in this var, bat it it 
not to be," 

Colonel James Considine was to have beeii brigadiPr in 
Scinde. Brought up in the 43rd Regiment he fought with 
distinguished gallantry during the Peninsular war in almost 
every battle and siege, and was many times severely wounded, 
He was afterwards employed by the English government tn 
organize the Turkish army, and when that project was rr- 
linquishcd from the intrigues of Prussia and Russia, be l»e. 
came commander of the Tunisian army. Finally he wi-nt lo 
India, where he would have distinguished himself, being nf 
remarkable courage and intelligence, but a sudden dcnlh 
deprived his country of an ardent able soldier. 

" Hnrdinge has behaved with perfect fairness abool 
Outrani, having forwarded my complaint home as I desired; 
he was himself going to inquire when my appeal to the 
home authorities reached him. I hjivR got the dnke'a 
opinion about Mooltan, and it coincides exactly with all I 
said to Ilardinge even to the most minute particulars; and 
he also says I ought to have sixteen thousand men lo enW 
that country: this 1 shall not have I fear. Well, I miisl 
go the more cautiously, with one eye over my shoulder lo 
watch that all is clear for a retreat. I now think it is well 
Lord Ripon did not command in Scinde when I gave ' nw 
much importance by my orders to the little affairs of the 
robbers against au outpost, which he feared would be miJi' 
a handle of.' Under his military dictum I could nnt 
budge to help Ilardinge; but for my hill campaign 
would now be as many enemies in my vcar aa in my fl 
mass of the English army on the Sutlcgc 
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uocmbling on the field of battle, and by flank marches ! 
Thia may be right and unuvoidablej but it is against prin- 
c.,,k. 

" Hardinge is a good and brave soldier, and probably 
knows what he is about, yet that he baa been suiprizud is 
plain ; six thousand men are assailed by twenty thousand, and 
if the six thousand tUncb ! but it is greut nonsense to discuss 
these mutters iu utter ignorance of facts. 1 wrote u hint to 
hiui tbut Uurreekee was a more important point thau Fcro- 
zcpoor, following military principles; and I suspect that 
the Sikhx did cross, or will cross a column there and cut 
him off from Loodiana. However, be has six European 
regiments, they will clear the road, and I imagine he is at 
Lahore : he ought to be 1 I only heard of the war on the 
2-ilh ; this is the 36th, and already my siege train has ad- 
vanced one hundred miles towards Roi-ee; that is not bad, 
and I give myself a month to assemble all at Koree, four 
hundred miles off, i. e. 26 marches, which are regulated by 
water, Hardinge promised me six weeks' notice I But my 
work is to remedy mishaps, it is half the glory of war to 
rive over the wave like a ship. There is a work wanted and 
yon arc the man to do it when you have time, namely, a 
compendium of maxims by great commanders, without ei- 
amples, such as your observations after chapters in your 
history, and Napoleon in his memoirs. A umn at the Lead 
of tnxtps wants to refer to such things and keep them fresh 
in memor}' : he does not want examples but principles, and 
such a book is not to be put together by an ordinary writer 
ignorant of war. 

" I have found Frederick of Prussia's instructions very 
useful. I cannot tell how, except that they are practical, 
and bring many things before me as I work; and they are 
in one little volume; whereas I have to hunt through your 
tix volumes, and through Napoleon's uiiie, which are 
therefore oseless to me; for I cannot carry ihem, and would 
^Bt have time to hunt out passages. Even Frederick's 
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little book might be mucL less, and tbus be better. Jomgi 
h too voluminous; the Arcbduke Gbarlca is better, but not 
nltogetber what I woiit niid mean : Vtvd is the luaii. But 
my book should not be Fred, uor Nap, nor any one, bat able 
extracts from all by a man able also to give liis onn as yon 
Hre : the duke is not now likely to do uiiytbing of this na- 
ture. Ihavelong wished for a noi'k of this kind : evi!ri)iDorl 
hate bad a command, and a pamphlet of 100 {>agi^ will da. 

The duke told the writer of this notice tliat be mrantio 
leave a plain didactic hialor^' of bis campaigns for pi 
tiun after his death. Is it in existence ? 

" If I quit Scinde fur tbi» ivur 1 shidl nt^k for a 
governor. I cannot go through the double labour 
and government at the same time, as I did in the 
Contmdict cvei'j' i-cport you muy bear about Hanli 
having ill to me ; they come from the clique at Boinbor, 
infernal scoundrelsj who get up these infaioons lie*. Haf 
dinge is a right good honourable man, and he has my fnl! 
confidence as to doing justice so far as it depends up<m him " 
These reports, raised and published, were that Sir Henry 
had reprimanded Sir Charles Napier, could not endure liis 
insolence, and knew of and cheeki^l bis tyranny, &c. 

" Journal, December 27. — Three steamers come in with 
the lat European and 7th N. I. Not a tent, or a round n( 
BinniunitioD I ! So much fur Bombay, Letters from SirG. 
Arthur with expressions of friendship; he doea nothoodtnul; 
me. He asks me to take his son with tnc : of eourw I will. 
" Shall leave the 1st European at Kurracboc ; for I oinil 
have white faces here, and the 7th are the stron^st corp»; 
this will vex the Bombay Europeans, poor fi-IIow», and ii 
grieves me ; but Kurrachee mnrt be aeeure and is of tun 
much importance to trust wholly to natives — not froiiL wUit 
of confidence in the Sipoys; but if any aecidi'nl hiipjieni 
could never hold up my head, for the i>Iiice is full of wi 
and cbildi-eD and treasure, and must be held by iny 
troojia. 
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" December 29. — Letters saying the two armies are in sight 
of each other, twenty miles from Feroxepoor: the British forty 
thousand ! Such a force will put the Sikhs into the Sutlcge 
bodily. This is glorious news, in two days we shall hear of 
the enemy's destruction, and I hope of peace, with a treaty 
and a paid force to occupy the country. I dread a summer 
campaign without shelter for European troops. My force is 
in full march. 

" December 31 st. — Still without news : this silence is not 
easily accounted for. On the 14th Grough wrote to me thus, 
' I shall give a good account of them in four days.' Well, 
in four days we hear of a fight between the advanced guard j 
and though no particulars are given, we hear that seventeen 
guns were taken by us and that we lost General McCaskill. 
Googh's letter is thus corroborated so far, that though he 
had not a good account, meaning a general action, to give, 
he had arrived in presence on the day he stated. This was 
enough : he might have many reasons for not attacking that 
day, or even the following ; but surely two armies resolved 
to fight and being in presence on the 18th would have en- 
gaged on the 20th ! Well, we have letters from Ferozepoor 
of the 21st and no word of a battle, though they told us of 
the advanced guard's affair in letters of the 19th, and that 
it happened at Moodkee. 

" January Ist, 1846. — No news : this is strange. Well, 
patience. Another year, and perhaps one of glory for me. 
No man can foresee his fate. I am at the head of a force 
which I think I can use rightly; but these matters arc 
in the hands of God. I will not look ahead, but use all 
my thoughts to do my work well, that my family may not 
blush for me : I fear disgrace more than all else. I now go 
to war with no horrid political responsibility as at Mecanee ; 
and in the hills still more. Yet, after all, when a man does 
what he feels to be just and right why should he fear any 
body or thing ? This I have done, and am fearless. My 
hands are clean as a child's, my mind fearless of mortal man, 
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my wish earnest to iln good to my country — bo far as my 
poor ability goes, for I am not of great ability. 1 hid a 
pains-taking man, working diligently, but without any of 
tbat astounding power of mind like Napoleon, or the dute. 
Ilardinge is a clever man, but I much doubt his b«iiig equal 
to the grand operatiou of taking the Puiijaub : that recjutres 
an Ellenborougk. 

"January 2nd. — I ought to have more troops from Bombay 
to-day. No letter. This is incanceivable ! There hm been 
a tremenduous fight I am sure ; tliis calm, this utter deanh 
of news argues violent fighting, I am uneasy about the 
troops that were called from Sukkur; however Shawaipuur 
is probably faithful, and happen what may it will i 
my fault, 

" 3rd. The battle has been fought and a bloody oned 
victory complete. The enemy had sixty thousand i 
ninety pieces of artillery are taken ; three days figbtii 
repulsed ! 

" 4th. — The Notice of victory come, but no details. 
said Hardinge's firmness saved the battle. The QuMn, 
steamer, has arrived with moi-e troops from Bombay. AVurl 
war ! war ! I feel low-spirited ; we shall lose many iiien 
from the heat, and I expect great mischief with little glor^. 
Hardinge is very religious — he had prayers on the field of 
battle ! Thou ghalt not kill, is the order, and it semis 
strange in the heat of disobedience to pray and make 
parade ! The world loves humbug, and has a right to \ait 
what pleases it. 

"M, Genl. W, Napier, January 4th, — Another year »uil 
another battle ! It was fought at Moodkee the first day ; «' 
Feroshashur the second and third. The Sikba altackeilou 
the 18th, and were repulsed ; un this 2lEt and ^^od >" 
attacked: this I have officially. Private accounts say*" 
were repulsed the 2)st. My poor friends. Sale and W»ll8ii'. 
are slain ; also General McCaskill, who I did not km 
Sale ! He was a gallant good soldier t Well I 
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ie IjL-tter ? The army waa not able to pursue. The 
Stkbs seeui to have been very ill led : bad tbey fallen upon 
Littler at once they must bave made him less. He is a very 
good officer I believe, but could not have stood with 6000 
against 60,000 ; who would then have been ready for Gough 
with the advantage of a previous victory. However as I am 
ignorant of dctaiU I cannot account for the Sikhs not 
having attacked Littler, nor for our allowing such a river to 
be passed at leisui-e by so large an army. 

" I am awaitiug my reinforcements from Bombay. I 
hope to have eleven thousand men aud 50 guns in the tield. 
It is not enough of infantry, but must do. I think Mooltan 
will not fight now ; but had the Sikhs won all India would 
have been in arms. I do not like this war. We are going 
headlong into the beat without cover — that is, Giipposing 
Harditige is obliged to advance. The battle should have 
been fought at the end of November, and Lahui-e entered 
before that month was out, Then with December^ January, 
Februar)- and March in front we might hope to settle the 
eountrj- between the Sutlege and the Ravee, or even the 
Chenaub, according to events. The conquest of the Punjaub 
ia not, as they seem to think, a day's work ! I am not a 
croaker, and do not say we shall fail, being sure we ought 
not ; but sure also that it is an enormous conquest to make, 
and will cost great treaiiure and many lives to accomplish. 
Waiting as we did to be attacked is not in my mind the way 
to work ; but it is in the spirit of the day and will be 
approved of. My own opinion is immovable, not to let 
liarbaruins attack. Hardiogc certainly did not expect to be 
iistnded, for he told me so, and desired me to keep quiet as 
be would give six weeks' notice. 

" I have just got such a vile letter from Lord Bipon as 
^bdi me to think him brutish as well ils foolish ; aud I am 
^Hdoubt whether to answer him savagely or in good-humour. 
^^Hadui is left to his misrule it is lost ; but fate rules, or it 
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would have \uxu loDg ago »wrpt away like chaff. Tliis letlex 
baa so thoroughl}- disquieted me, ihat but fur the war ujv 
resignation ehould go in : yet this lictoi-y lias only put off 
the evil, not put it donii, aiid 1 may be of aome »erviec. 
Auothcr steamer is in sight fiora Bombay ! Well, that 
Arthur wins my heart, he does give nie such thorough »ap> 
port in war. j^| 

" Jouuary 5th. — I fear young Somerset is killed, and t^H 
not heart to write to Lord Fitaroy. ^^| 

" Glh. — Camels arc thronging in, and my exertions ait 
beginning to tell. The Jam of the Jokeas, like n true bar. 
barian, tiicd to keep thciu hack: he has always been an 
foemy despite of my kindne^. I have sent to arrest him, and 
he tihull have a little of lay rough edge : he shall be tamed 
this time, the old robber I twelve of my horsemen are gone 
to arrest him in the mi<lst of his tribe; one could do it, 
for all his people are devoted to our forces. Putting an end 
to regal power has made him our cuemy, and all his 
our friends. 

" I see nothing pleasant in the war prospect. IlariB 
was eridently surprised at the Sikha crossing the r 
it is siiid Oough was surprised at Itloodkee; how true thif 
last is 1 know not, but letters from the army say so ; if reporti 
are true there has been some sad work. Ilardinge on the 
field seems to have shown the same deciiiian which saved the 
day at Albuera : this is i-ery fine, and gives liim gR'at glorj 
as a hrare man, but is not enough to repair the error of itic 
governor-general, in letting 60,000 nun and 100 guns of 
large calibre pass such a river unmolested. With XatuileiiD, 
or one of his marslials in front, he would have bt^-n Iwl : 
the courage of the troops has carried hiin through. Bt 
ought to have known where the Sikh army was at«anblr<l, 
its composition and movements ; and the construetiun irf tin: 
Sikh's bridge on the ]6th or 17th. They ought to Iu<t' 
bc«n met on the bank when only half over, or nut alloiRJ 
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but tbey were allowed to pass and even to en- 
^^bencli ! He has despised his enemy, and altogether I do 
Bwot think lii.story will let him off without a reprimand. 
"I would have bad my troops assembled the moment the 
heat bad passed sufficiently to bear tents ; would have esta- 
blished spies and telographs, and given battle on the banki 
of the Hyphasis : but it is unfair to criticise while ignorant 
of details. On one point however I have a right to eriticise 
and strongly : viz. my being left in utter ignorance of what 
was giiing on, and what was expected of nic to do : even 
now I am, at the twelfth hour, told I am to he reinforced 
bat not what to do. I cannot assemble a force at Sukkur 
before the end of this month — it is impossible ! Will he 
meanwhile advance ? Will he be content with a victoi-y ? 
What am I to do? Kothing is known to me, except that 1 
ought to have been ordered to i)repare two months ago : I 
wanted to do so but was stopped. Instead of that I was 
reduced by three regiments t and scarcely had they reached 
lti>mbay when sii were ordered here 1 la there jealousy in 
ti'l this f Oh no 1 No noble mind can harbour sueh a feel- 
ing. I can't comprehend any fine religious mind allowing 
il tu esist ten minutes: it would disgust one with onr 
nature. I feel every wish for Uardinge'a and Gongh's stic- 
CC88 and glory, and sincerely hope they may both be made 
peers, so that I am not, for I do not wish to be one: they do. 
But I am sure if Uardinge advances so late in the year to 
conquer beyond Lahoi'e he wU! meet with disaster. I think 
I may take Mooltan, and he Lahore; but there he should 
■top, to organise a government In the doah ofBurree between 
the Ilyphasis and Hydraotes. 

"January 8lh.— No details yet, but Sale and Wallace ecr. 
Uinly killed. Noble chiefs, and noble deaths! My heart 

Eres fur them both I May I meet with my own death us 
hilyl 
Jurnary 9th. — I have now two batteries one rc^ment of 
Iry and 6ve of infantrj- in full march for Roree, where 
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the heavy siege train has crossed from SukkuT. The 
will soon be here, and then I am off fur good or evil. 

"10th. — Entertained my principal ofiiecrH: 1 want to 
them. Colonel Punnycuick in & tiiie Boldit 

The death of this brave man and that of his hcrmc 
at Chilhunwdlah arc well known and should never be 
gottt-n. 

'■ Well I can work with any tools where I work »t all; it 
was not easy to have less practised hands in comuiaud uf 
brigades than at Subba : yet wc did our work. 

"January llth. — SUagbter dreadful J This is our onlj 
news. The quarter- master general has ordered the 4tb N. I. 
and the battery wbieh I hud encamped at Subsulcote to 
march on to Ferozcpoor. This is very strange. 1 fear 
tlardinge is cnppled and in danger : we are ia the dark la 
to events. There is some screw loose ! 

" January 13th. — Reports fi'oui Bhawalpoor say the 
Muoltan men are in arms, repairing forts and ready to meet 
me. We shall see. I go on as if opposed to a French arm}', 
taking all pains to make nu mistake, and wheo my troops are 
brought fairly to battle will trust to their courage. I can 
do no more. Has Uardiugc done as much I' Time will 
clear up much. 

" 14th. — The Sikhs said to be agaiu crossing the river lu 
attack Ilardiuge — plucky chaps. His position, u scot lo 
me by Hunter, is a bad one. The Sikha bad throwo over 
another bridge, from which Harry Smith was five miles auil 
Harduige twelve miles 1 Does he mean to entice ihem on in 
mass and put the fate of India on a blow ? Surely uot! 
This position must be imaginary, he would uot be clow 
enough to oppose a passage. If be lets them cross and ca* 
trcuch a second tune be has not a good military ht»d ; fur 
though a victoiy would ruin thein, a defeat would ruin him. 

16th, — Anniversary of Coruua. Tliirty-aevcath ! I was 
then in battle, imd am again going to fight ! AVbat a IJt 
of restleaaness has miue been, not of my own evckiug nlte- 
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her : but whto I sliall get rest Hfaven knoN 
from Haiilinge to Arthur who eeoda it to me by order. Sir 
Henry eaiinot give me support, but desires Sir George to do 
so to bia utmost: be dues it right well. Our loss iu the 
bBttle was 2200; that of tbe Sikbs double. The caui- 
[inign has been badly managed from the first : tbe Court of 
Directors would ruin any country. 

" l7th. — I received news of the Sikbs having crossed tbe 
river un tbe 21th ult. from Sir Henry, just after be had told 
Die there was not tbe slightest cbanec of war this year ! I 
leave this tbe 20tb. My whole foi-ee is now in march, and 
the 7th of Feb., will he all asecmbled at Roree, that is in 
^-five days, though seven regiments bad to come from 
mbay, twelve hundred miles from Roree — not bad." 
|rAt this time it would afipcar, from the following letter, 
^Hlst tbe insolence of tbe Rombay faction, encouraged by 
Lord Ripon and the Court of Diivctors, was pushed to the 
extent of proposing to employ Outrain in Sir C. Napier's 
my ! A measure that could ba\e but one object, that of 
ulting the general. 

"Sir George Arthur, January. — I have yours of the llth 
inat., and will in Ibis only answer that part which regaids 
Colonel Outram. If he comes to Scindc, I will not allow 
him to laud; and if he lands without my knowledge I will 
put him on board again. While 1 have the honour to com- 
mand this army I will not submit to insult. If tbe supreme 
goverameat chooses that Lieut. -Colonel Outram should be 
allowed to serve as a volunteer iu tJic army under my ordeni 
in Sciude, it has both the right and power to do so ; but 
tlial moment I will send in my resignation and go home ; 
for I should consider it one of the most decided insults that 
waa ever offered to a general officer. So much so that I am 
^wfectly certain Sir Henry Hardinge would not allow of 
^■feb R Iransaclion ; he would not hear of such a thing ; nor 
^Hplil Sir Hugh Cough. As to Lieu I en ant -Colonel Outnun 
^Bbg to the army under Sir Henry, I have no more to say 
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to it than the man in tlie noon. I sh&ll immediately 
to Sir Ilcniy on the snlyrct. 

" Joamal, Januitry 31st.- — ^ Major Pcate Hai joined 
is worth a thousand men. With him and my 8t«ff fl 
fltrons: as the bind leg of a horse, mi think to give M( 
a settling kick. One dare not boast in war, but a man 
feel confident in himself and his troops and I do. I cam 
help doing so : it cornea over me as I study my game. God 
docs not give this feeling for nothing. lie knows hot 
humbly I expect his will ; but He works by instruments 
directs thoughts, and his instruments arc bound to 
The post-horse most go ai be is guidod, yet he thinks 
to do his work and throws his weight upon the traces. So 
do I. Every preparation has been made, and confidenci- is 
the result. God forgive me if aught has been neglected lo 
insure my comrades' safety that pain»-taking eoidd do : be- 
yond that I am not responsible." 

What that painstaking was may thus be judged. From 
the prohibition to prepare for war ia time, he had but eJgli- 
ti'en hundred camels when hostilities began : he had non 
twelve thousand; gathered despite of the great Jam's ofi- 
position, which was very powerful in that matter until he wan 
arrested. And not only in camels but in all things he W 
fitted out his army. Fifty thousand persons were coniplcte 
in all that was required and assembled five hundred milM 
from his head-quarters in forty-five days ! 

" M. Genl. W. Napier, January. — We have now got irnr 
camels, but their drivers set me mad, and I am fighting wilh 
every one to keep the poor animals from being ovrrloadud 
and ill used. My baggage corps ou^htand would havebwn 
organized long ago but for the thwartings of power ; Imt 
if the directors choose that the armies shall be inefficient 
let them be so. How the trade of money-making debajCf 
the minds of men ! War is tlie offspring of commerce men 
than of ambition : nearly every war of modern davs can be 
traced to it. Commercial men, and the advocates of 
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inerce and manufactures, call themselves advocates of peace : 
so they are when they have a monopoly — not otherwise ! 

*' I hear nothing of Outrani's affair^ except from Lord 

Ripon, who says — ' that what Outrain has done is all right ! 

jast what people in power must expect. Tliat I must, and 

he is sure I T^ill, answer it hy doing my duty with more 

zeal* This is your man in power ! Lord Ripon is however 

worthy of his colleagues, whose policy is composed of little 

expedients, wriggling from one episode to another without 

an idea of great results. The Punjaub is, say 200,000 

square miles, and has an army of 200,000 men, and the 

government and the Court of Directors will expect Hardinge 

to conquer it with 30,000 men ! and at once ! " 

This letter of Lord Ripon laid down as a rule that it was 
right for a subordinate ofBcer to insult a general ; and with 
gross malignant falsehoods to excite soldiers in the field to 
discontent — telling them their commander was utterly igno- 
rant, and was their murderer ! It was also right that tliis 
subordinate oflScer should be ostentatiously rewarded for his 
libels; and that an incapable person like Lord Ripon should 
add this miserable insult, and exhort Charles Napier to 
more real, with a view to avoid the insolence of Major Out- 
ram ! 

" Journal, January 22nd. — I am in full movement to create 
a diversion in favour of Hardinge, and he does not write 
to me a word ! He is a strange fellow. The opinion of 
the natives is unfavourable. The Hindoos think wc have 
not had victory, and before I left Kurrachee were sending 
their money away to Bombay. So much for not sending a 
dispatch quickly. Above a month and no account of the 
battle yet published ! People first hear of their friends' 
deaths by seeing their commissions filled in the Gazette: this 
is bitterly complained of. It appears that Gough ordered 
up troops; that Hardinge countermanded them, and was 
thus surprised. Gough then advanced, and being unpre- 
pared^ had to fight with sixteen thousand men against sixty 
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thouMnd. These things htive to be accounted for, nl^ 
hfiiw, ^parrnlly, the hitch iu pabli»hing the dispilch: 
tbr rummnniKTs are »iid not to agtv*;. 

" Jaduotj- 2'ttfa. — It is pubUckly said the Ampere are tn 
br let \tKKr and allowed to tteltle oq the Scinde frautier as in- 
deprndeiit ^nllemeu ! This must be &n intrigue of »oiui' 
civil scrvmnU to prorokc a rebellion here, and then run 
down mibtaiy pwenimcal : it is hellish, but they are rapablc 
of anitbiDg to war on Lord Ellenborough and mysvlf. 
Sbonld this be done an insurreetiou ta inevitable. TKr 
p«opk bdievc that I keep the Ameers out, though the Com- 
patny want (o restore tbeoi ; that I ani too powerful ni>«, 
bat shall fiul in the cud, and the AmeerB will then cruel!} 
w r tagB tbeiBselres. The Beloochees will therefore rebel ou 
speeolaltoo, and from fear of aAer vengeance, and will be 
li^t : bat tbcir blood will dow iu turrcnts, and I will 
tvsijm. I will not fire a shot against men thus coaxed lo 
rebellion by furtUHu irretches from infernal private pique : 
haae and vile these mat are beyond aH description. Thirr 
BMT fft lid of mc, and my military government ; but th<T 
shaB not have an insurrection against n)c ; for the momenl 
Uw Aaetn are tamed Iook I will rtvgn, and those wbc 
hm niaed may quell the disturbance. 

** M. Ocnl. W. Napirr, January 30t]t. — Steaming on (in 
Indos: I ItPt Kumchee the 2nd. I have arranged ihe 
uilitaiy force to be left in Scinde, so that all regular ttoop 
are coQcratnted; for I do not like to give the inutiiioiv 
Sitilari of Khchl any idea of my weaknicas. Tliey hzw 
already tried me, by acsdiiig in the name of their Boj 
Iu ask Unr money, nndcr pretenicc tluit the Candarheca 
\ffgfaaos xrill bi- down upon his trrrilories. Mj 
waa — No* a shilling! if yon are attacked wy 
will aid yM; and if the Albans attack we cud 
f^ a^caiu to Caboul, Bat ynor higlineM »y!t, if I send yun 
wuM-y Tva can not ooly keep the Affgbans qaiet but in- 
d«ea itwM to hdp in agiamtH the &kha. We want no hcl!> 
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o the Candnrheea, who have sent also to offur me their ser- 
vice I have said. We want no auxiliaries, but return thanks for 
their offer. To Belooch Khan of Lheree, who offers to join nie 
with one hundred cavalry, my answer is thanks ! keep your 
neighbourhood tranquil according to my orders, for it would 
grieve me to go again to the bills to punish refractory 
people. The greatest Sirdar of Seinde, Alahomed Khan 
Talpoor, came to roe the day before yesterday, praying to 
go with a hundred men at his own charge, and aaid that 
with a small pay he would bi-ing five thousand of bis 
' tenantry.' I told him the exact truth thus. This would 
be to me delightful Khun, as showing the world bow- 
faithful the ScLudians are to our govemmeut ; but my love 
for you and your nation is well known, and you and the 
Nawab of Bbawalpoor are enemies. Now if I took yon 
ioto his country he would have just cause to be offended ; 
he would moreover take alarm, thinking I was going to give 
ome of his territory in jaghire. It is therefore impos- 
to take you, but I am very sensible of your good-will 
'Ould like to show you my army at Roree. You looked 
sharply at my line on the field of Dubba ; but that at 
Roree will be just four times as long, and it will please me 
1(1 shew it to a friend instead of an enemy. 'Wah ! wah 1 wah I 
said he laughing. Do you think I have seen your regi- 
ments pouring into Kurrachee and up the river without 
knowing the immense power you wield? God help the 
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(t" His obsenatioDS gave me satisfaction. He, the most 
nrerful of the Scindians, had observed our strength, and 
ttuld not be inclined to try a third fight with a halter 
round his neck: even our defeat would hardly tempt him. 
Alyff Khun, the swordsman, thrashed some Sikhs at Kus- 
! a few days ago. Alyff did not know my orders 
■iost entering the Sikh country, and went in 20 miles, 
iding terror with ouly 6 men I In fine I am strong 
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;h, unless those directors and their tool Lord R^H^ 
; Araeera to make an insurrection in ray raw. 
T for my plans. From SKiksrpoor I iiiarch al tbe 
13,800 men of al) arms, niii] 12 6lM [>ie»s, at a 
do Utltcnkote nbich is being pn-pared for defence. 
stcKDKra accompany uic up the river with supplies and I 
WtiTT artiUery. Ali Moorad has as;ain bcs:ged to accomj 
Be; bis secret object is to get back the territory t; 
Rooject Siog. His offer is accepted on co&dition I 
^Qcs op the rigbt baiyk o( tht river and ganisous SlittniH 
whm it &]!«. By tlus amngciDeQt, 

" 1*. IV right bask will be swept of all matiJUtx^ band) 
that wmld hams unguarded boats, aad even g;iiarded oaa, 
rcxing my connBonicatinn. 

" 2*. A gnat efiixt will be produced by hannp t«o anni«i 
one on r»A bank t This will spread as far as Constantim^. 
So p<mt n Entem octrai'agaDce. 

" 3*. Mittenkote will be held by au ally of triut ; for Ali 
Uoontd's late and ours ane very clo«ety linked ; his ^'■■j^H 
■bo is greu, aod be has no indacenent to be fake: be^H 
mnt tuy tnofM one gaimoa. ^| 

" 4*. If be plays fabr be cannot tnjnre mc, as the rim 
and it!i left hank will still be mine; and hi* best Inwp) 
woald cune onr to me for higher pay. Captain Malet anil 
tbe tm Cwibgs ccmM tlKrdiwre hold the fwt, fur ntooi of 
Uk tiwopa wwUd ob^ them, as they are always taking tbeii 
part wkcB AK withbolds their pay. 

" I shall oniler Ali to inarch upon Den Gatee Khan, a 
buge ricb town. His deaire to plunder it will induce him 
to make a inr marelm, and tlirn his frars will make faiin 
h»k, aad perlupi fid] botck. Bat tbr demcMutration will do 
what I want, rii. distrart the attnitinn of the enemy, Dccnfi; 
bn tnmps, a»d drww him fmn the drfoiflc of the SnI 
Well, my brid^ is pnpwred, and will be laid i 
ludiM at ^fUtn, by Major Ptste, while we i 
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^tc with about 80 gam, all blazino; con cent lically 
ne spot, and the vertical fire of 20 mortars and 
This appears like killing a gnat with a shdge 
hut Mittenkote must be crushed at once and a 
:ct produced on Soojuabad and Mooltan. I prac- 
tay people at their work, a rehearsal, not picaaant for 
lote but useful for our play. I know how dangei-oua 
ken are behind stone walU. Wc saw Henasti at 
[•Rodrigo, and others at Saragossa, Gei-ona, &c. and 
Inied Napoleon's fat«. Our military madness in India 
|npt for enemies, and for those rules which alone give 
iBperiority. For these reasons my intent is, despite 
fling at trouble, and despite of ridicule, that Klittcn- 
pU be squashed if possible. 

ben it is taken, my left column will croaa to the left 
f the Indus, where Simpson will be with the re- 
r of the army, and the whole shall he oiganized. 
Idc we march upon Ooeh, 1 5,500 figliting men of all 
(paper; sny fourteen thousand clear under arms, and 
l^e mass of followers will raise to 50,000. This 
j force ought to do good service if 1 hove skill. I am 
i' my troops, but wish my brigadiers had more habit 
Ipand. My two divisions will be under Simpson and 
if the last never obeys orders, the first always does. 
I liaa however good sense and energy, and I murt to so 
htgB him as to be on the spot when obedience is im- 
^ when not of the first importance let his energy, 
k indomitable, take it$ own course. In cases of (his 
wla must be tised as we can, for we cannot make 
kd it is comfort to think either Hunter or Simpson 
l^y place if I fall. 
tuarch on Ooeh shall be from Charehur, opposite 
)te. At Ooeh I shall form a depAt and fortify it, 
» the Sutlegc, the passage of which will probitbiy be 
i but I have taken the guns from the slcamers and 
'good many gun-boats, under whose lii-e and that 
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from batteries on the bank, where my heavy guns will be 
placed, the passage shall be forced/^ 

The reader will not fail to observe the extraordinaiy 
diligence and capacity which had in so short a time pro- 
vided and organized so large an army, so well furnished 
with all means of war. 

''This passage will be more sure if Ali Moorad acts 
bravely towards Dera Gazee Khan, which will draw off bodi 
men and guns, for his force wiU certainly be much magnified. 
If we get across, I shall form a strong tite de pont, and 
occupy it with the Nawab of Bhawalpoor's troops ; and then 
putting all my hurt people and sick on board the steamers, 
advance on Soojuabad and Mooltan, taking my siege train 
in boats or by land, according to circumstances. I shall 
have fifty-four field guns for battle beautifully horsed, 
thanks to Lord Ellenborough and myself; and shall be 
fairly pitted against the enemy. On the march I shall 
get my brigadiers iu hand^ and if the enemy bring heavy 
guns against me, my design is to work their horses well by 
manoeuvring and drawing them out of entrenchments if 
practicable. These are indeed unhatched chickens, but ali 
plans must be so; and without some well-considered plan 
there can be no sound work. The above is the best I can 
devise, and if defeated I think to entrench, get supplies by 
the steamers, and wait for assistance ; or, if the enemy 
blunders, issue forth to recover lost ground. I have always 
Bukkur, Shikarpoor, and Bhawalpoor to fall back upon. 

" All these things revolve in my mind as the game opens, 
and I have no fear : discipline and tolerable combinations 
can hardly fail. As to those of Gough and Hardinge my 
judgment is at fault ; I cannot understand them, and from 
the dispatches nothing is to be discovered. I do not believe 
the Sikhs have yet recrossed the river, unless some other 
action has forced them back. You will know enough to 
form your own judgment before this reaches you, and I do 
not like to put mine in a letter while only half informed of 
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events. Criticism is loud in India, but thid it would be in 
any case, I am very anxious to hear from Hardinge : he 
has given me fidl support; but my anxiety as to his move- 
ments is great, that I may worthily support him. That his 
courage and prt^aence of mind saved the battle appears 
Ttncli»puted : and being the second desperate battle in whieh 
bis decision saved victory, it marks him as a man of no 
ordinary stamp. If I can force the Sutlcgc at the same time 
he does, or aoon after, the Sikhs will be hampered. How- 
rver. Teg Sing scema to be an able soldier and will probably 
hiitidlc us both very roughly before he is niastcrt'd; for 
iitustercd he must be or the results will be awkward, there 
being it is said no force on our side to fall back upon ! 

" Tlic enterprize is altogether gigantic, and I know of no 
line but IjonI Bllenborongh who justly estimated it before- 
hand, except yourself. I hope Sir Henrj- has sufficient means ; 
for if the enemy continue to fight so well, he will need a 
much larger force. All now depends on two circumstances. 
1°. Will the Sikhs be able to maintaiu a prolonged war ? I 
believe not, and that they will give in, hut this opinion is 
founded on hearsay. 2°. Wdl India keep quiet in the 
governor-general's rear if the Siklia persist in fighting ? 
Of this there may be fairly entertained hopes; for these 
bttrbarians have no idea of great combinations." 

lligh were Charles Napier's aspirations now, and his 
umy conld scarcely be restrained eveu by his strong hand, 
BO fnrious were the soldiers for battle; every material of 
war was in abundance, his military plans well considered, and 
with a subtle policy that always aecompunicd his operations 
1 the field, he had pi-cpared other security for success, 
but sure. In the Bhawalpoor court he had gc- 

etly filed a poH'crful man in his interest, and thus gained 

niranec of faithful co-operation — a most important point, 

mae the Bhawalpoor people were nut friendly, and were 

i m poaition to be dangerous to his communications. But 

I master stroke was, that he had by the same means 
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" The fate of IiiJia hangs upon his army, he knows it, and 

inspect feels also that he is nncquitl to the comtnund him- 

: he haa never commandL'd a body of men. At Albuera, 

jtrEwoahashnr, hia quick eye and firm heart and good 

d all : but pret>ence of mind in battle and courage 

tcnoogb, when thirty years of peace, and other 

, have added to the pressure of years to make the 

QHUand of aiich un aruiy a difficult afiair. He is not only 

liascd to command armies but is also new to Indian 



' Ue thought, from what the civil blockheads told him, 

Itt to put down a native enemy was a pastime. Suddenly 

I found all this fallacious, and that Indian warfare needs 

^ the resources of art to meet its great difficulties ; amongst 

: are the courage and superior numbers of the natives, 

i their stm, all bearing down st once aud, unless skilfully 

'., very dangerous. Discipline and courage wc have, but 

, ard shelter must also be found, and Hardingc has 

md neither t 

' In this extremity he has sent for me, and so far as I can 

( see, his army is in a most dangerous position. In send- 

J for me ho may have done right, if he feels more confi- 

bce in me than in Gough or himself; but he has thwarted 

' campaign, which would have produced an immense 

He has thus paralyzed fifteen thousand of his best 

I, with which I should have conquered Moultan and all 

t country up to Pauk Pittary ; aud probably forced the 

c govcniuicnt to have detached half the Sikh army to 

nc: that half I should have drawn af^ei- uic as fur as 

BOuld and then beaten it, while Sir lleuiy advanced upon 

B remainder in his front. This would have been all prae- 

tble, and I should have opened the whole course of the 

:■ up to Ferozepoor, Now this advantage is lost. We 

1^1 see what will happen," 

^The military error is shewn above ; the political op moral 

' ifl Btill more apparent : that is, if Sir C. Napier was 
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caDed up with a view of directing the movements. For 
if Googh's talent for command was doubted by Sir 
Henry Hardinge, and that he would not be guided by i 
goTenuNr-general, it is certain that he would not be so by an 
inferior officer. Why should he ? He was an experiencedi 
gallant and successful soldier, and it is not in human nature 
to doubt our own abilities in such circumstances. Suppose, not 
an unlikely case, that the advising general had differed from 
both the governor-general and the commander in chief! 
How could he have enforced his views ? And what a task I 
Charles Napier, drawn firom the true line of operations, called 
from the head of an army which he had furnished with all 

m 

material means and excited moraUy almost to phrenzy; 
called to be a hopeless arbitrator and adviser of disputing 
men in power in face of an enemy ! Had they yielded to 
him, would the poUcy have been good ? No, certainly, for 
it was to take him from his owa well-appointed army witb 
which he was thoroughly acquainted, to act with an army in 
distre^ and of which he knew nothing, and by whom he 
was unknown ; to act by deputy as it were in critical cir- 
cumstances, when rapidity and decision were vital requisites! 
Again be it said, that it was an error of policy and a military 
orr\^r. heart-breaking to Charles Napier and hurtful to the 
public interest. 
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SIXTEENTH EPOCH. 



FOURTH PERIOD. 



Tbk dream of a glorious campaigD was now excbanged for 
the lieavj' reality of a dangerous, an evil, a useless journey, 
which laid the foundation of mortal disease. 

^" Juurosl, February 6th. — My army ia in despair at our • 
Wnpaign being stopped. 1 have given over command to 
SiDipsou, and on tiie 10th shall go in the Napier steamer to 
Bhawalpoor; this is a little dangerous, but saves a long land 
insrcb, and iustead of twenty days Bhawalpoor will be 
reached in five I 

" 13th.— Off Mittenkoto. In half an hour we shall pass 
under the town and fort, I trust they will uot fire upon us. 
Had I known that we must pass so close I would not have 
come by water ou any account; a man going to command 
m arniy ought not to risk his safety for a trifle ; it puts him 
in n false position, which ought never to be done voluntarily : 
it marks want of heart." — "In my life I was never so ashamed 
u when a javeUn fell near me at the siege of Carthagena" 
Was the expression of the great Scipio. 

" I am very auxious about the army, but as Moore said, 
I hope all that may happen will not happen. That the 
SiWhs arc abty commanded seems undoubted if what i^ 
%s ntt*-n from Ferozepoor be true ; viz., that seventy thousand 
■ iicn with 120 guns have crossed, and are in Goagb's front, 
«aitrenched up to the teeth I 

' Well, I think and think of all this, and find their posi- 

I one not altogether to be disliked. If I am left to my- 

r I shall get up batteries to enfilade their entrcnehmeni, 

t TOL. III. 
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•=~ :iL 1-1-, I I T-r - ciK nii!!. :•!.': «ikZ a-x be much wonsc 
-:.— ^11 mi::- .l-*r--i'~ iiixi i ri^r^-x: : tie cntDiv ^"ill then 
' IT :: iJiL^ I s»La*I Tizn ;c "' — i^. lie p'-aiu. If my 
~ .'iirz^ ': :ii-=r:ir.-- I mitriiif iirf n W-* -wrJl ni*h to the 

.:.--?- ^.1 1 ui* :cr* "r-Jl ^LZZ-Ti :z.io the rirer and be 
-■ Tiiri. li '^zAi-z asskt & fi.riA" nrtr-Tx may be expected : 
M7 T-ru »ir 7iii;p,rT»->w "i»i»*- tr^ ■«■■? :> draw the profit we 

'*-rir - i.-*"r -.^.. "ill: rjz «"!::• :c Lahore? To stav where 
»•: i*7r- Hi n_J!iiiir?*. wxj. ;c_!t 1. s>c<:tii ox' coi>l weather be- 
■ r* 1- T ••^.; It: ^Amifgg^ tirf z:>«i w-xild perish from heat, 
w.* -^. : -J.U >Jii 3jr« "rlL «i^:cJf us up. 

* "^i... Z.LiriLT'^: jr:ci:is» I ijiow eo^^ b^; gm curious to 
ir^* .^ ii^i T-iiii!' *::: iTiick. mi I am ot his opinion in 
i:.-r. I" :? Tii'.r:. ^j. li-i i: tI>*T cisie a mistake thev will 
■ -• 'iiLu. ri-> * i TfTT-.z-l-: :r.*i> brvashi about bv the 
J u- I':-:'.'" c* I ii"; J.-" c'li.vc-* dccp e DO Ugh to be- 
■- V ; :. -: -irzi. '-L^y "F .-ill ->•: iive happened if Lord 
£L : :• r :j7i i-hL i- '. ztLtz ri^vkll-rd. I do not speak froni 
V >. r.j^ ^sij-:*:i:i'^"ii:. : t :> ":^ c^IUd to the command of 
•_:* i.:« >c i.-^- :•'•=:-" tssf— Vl'-d m India is a far greater 
i. K'l'is -. l: I :-:»^-'l ii~: ;ir^:v:id. No I I speak of what 
Is-. l:«- -^.i" :s il: .rr:.*: ar-J iuiE^iiaent dansrcT to India. 
y. •-:>:•.;>/:._ r i::i»:.it* :o !::e ic-r the difficukv the army 
^ .: : -■ 'i-r: Tr_l ':•: tjt^- gred: i\s[v?nsibility in getting 
.;- ~";L i_T ?cL:-o:--ivi.tSoe is sirouc, uiv counii^enot 
. . • . i--- : r:* :l:-^?*kzi brave men well led ought not to 
T*.--< If - ■.: >:_..ir*. We wJl at least hit hard. Now 
: c JL-: 1. . ». :: Ixi i: Mi:ienkv>ie. It seems a tine old 

y. :.--jLrf i-i — T-ey £red upon us with matchlocks, 
i-zl ■*; nc-mid tbe salute with musquets, at about 150 
■ri.-U i. >:^.:v . r:c ocie of their ball* came near us, but the 
li'.ccjsin^ siv> iie saw one of their men leap up and fall 
si:. Ti.s I suspcv^; to be a poetical shot : yet our shot 
latc; \^i:y near, probably close to their ears, for o&ccrs are 
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generally good shots^ and there were three picked marksmen 
amongst the soldiers. 

" 15th. — We are now close to the junction of the Trimah 
and Sutlege, or, according to the ancients, the Hyphasis 
and Acesines. It seems that in our time, when the Hydas- 
pes or Jelum meets with the Acesines, the united waters 
take the name of the Chenaub till they meet with the 
Hydraotes or Ravec: they then take that of Trimah till 
they unite with the Hyphasis or Sutlege, or Garra, when 
the trunk stream is denominated the Punjund, It is to be 
observed that the Indus formerly united with the four rivers 
where the Garra now joins the Trimah. I am very much 
vexed to miss seeing this, but the enemy seems resolved to 
defend the fort above where we now are, and I have decided 
to land and send the steamer down the river. We could 
pass the fort without much difficulty, but to risk losing life, 
merely to gratify curiosity won't do : we should have to 
land some men, and one or two would be killed. 

" A sirdar from the Nawab has just come on board and 
says the enemy fled on hearing of my coming ; he himself 
was in a tremble on meeting me. This terror of me is 
strange, spreading thus even to our allies. If Ilardinge 
knew of this he would not I suppose have been foolish 
enough to lose such an advantage by calling me up : sure I 
am that half the Sikh army would have been detached 
against me, and would, I also think, have been defeated. 
His first sixteen thousand men, though surprised ill ma- 
naged and exhausted beat sixty thousand, and he had 
hardly a battery brought to bear ! Now my fifteen thou- 
sand would have been fresh, well fed, brought systematically 
into action, and eight batteries would have poured in their 
fire. Surely we could have done our work as eflectually as 
his men : I think much more so. And I would have piu*- 
Bued the defeated army up to Lahore itself, while he with 
forty thousand men could force the passage of the Sutlege 
and join me without much trouble. If this could not have 

8 2 
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beni dooe lie is a defeated not a victorinns graenil ; fw be t))i 
who docs not face hia enany two monlbs aTier a Tictoi^ it !> 
not victor. 

" Thi.« inaction is pest my comprrhcnaion, unless it uiici \ 
from want of food, which is acarrely to be unilcrstiwd. \ 
Harding knew the Sikhs were assembled ; he knew or 
ou^ht to have known their numbers and intentions. If 
he did not know the last, there was the more dan^ and 
greater necessitj- for providing all things in expectation of 
battle ; snch as scouts ulon^ the river, spies, a tV>rre to 
oppose the construction of lie bridges: abnve all, vast 
nagaiioes at L mbala or Sirhtnd, at Ferozepoor and Loodi- 
ana also, if both cotild l>e defended; and both ought long 
before to hare been put in a state of defence. How will 
he get out of his perilous position ? He has not prorisioM 
or co>'er, and the beat approaches. The Sikhs defy him 
from entrenchments on hia side of the river. Yet tfae 
British are fortj- thousand strong! All this anuutes mc. 
Renting on our arms luay exhaust the Sikh means of 
keeping together : hut the sun is on us ! And is llicrt 
either hononr or safely for our arms to allow nn enemy, i 
defeated one we call him, to form hia IHe-de-jxmt within 
our territor;- and under our nose t This must not be; 
howeter sangninan' the combat the Sikhs must be ilrireD 
awt the river. 

" Now there are two ways for this. 1°. Take the boll 
bv the horns and storm : if we fail he can be again fougbt 
with in the plain. 2°. Retreat, to entice him out and thai 
Itim on him. There is indeed a third course, but very dii- 
cult — cross the river and attack his rear. We might sla^ 
while storming his entrenchments, trj- (o hum his bwlgft 
All these matters pass through my mind, hut my tnclinatiun 
id most for an attack tm the entrenchments: 
wouK! be great and the tlangi'r of defeat small. 

.After long hesitation, and the detaching of Sir H. 
to the combat uT Aliwal, this comse was bcin^ adopt 
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b very moment of Cliarles Napier's lucubrations, and the 
lit was as ht! foretold, very decisive, 

"ITth, Ahmedpoor. — This is the favourite residence of 
f Khan of Bhawalpoor. "We cuuld not see Ills palace as 
I family waa thei-e ; but X satr his fathei''s palace iu tbe 
1st of a fort, in a ruinous state. We were seven, four 
; Mecance meu. Liltle Doctor Gibbon had also his 
al, but for tbe Residency : he wan at Dubba though, 
1 is as plucky a Lttle devil as ever was in a fight. We 
: our medals, for the first aunivei-sary since they were 
Led ! How we do botch these things in England I First 
i awarded to all without distinction, and then not 
1 until three years after ! In this case it is all tbe fault 
th&t selfish Lord Ripon. If I hate any one in the world 
I he, but I hate no one. 

" February Ifith, Kyrpoor. — Tbe Nawab's brother came 
to meet me : ha is a fine honest-looking gigantic barbarian, 
and all good-humour. He brought an elephant, and no end 
to chargers for me to ride, as if I was Ducrow himself: the 
bridles and saddles all gold — preferred my own Red Rover. 
We heard on the march that, aa I expected, the entreueli- 
nients had been stormed and the Sikhs have paid dearly for 
placing themselves jii such a position. 

" 20th, Bhawalpoor. — Our loss has been very severe. 
I'our General Dick is killed ; so is Ryan of the 50tb, the last 
of the old race I not one of my day now remains, I exult 
in their glory, they have done well, as they always do ; yet 1 
grieve for Bynu, though he it was who got our black, our 
glorious black facings, changed to blue, and our regiment 
e royal. 
'' The army will be at Lahore to-day : why d««!9 Hardinge 
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; there may be brigand: 
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Yet how ? Oh ! sad, sad \ 



bt of generulabip, and statesmanship ! It has been a 
lure; DJid all that will follow will in my mind be bad. 
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We have beaten the Sikhs in every action with our glorioui, 
most glorious soldiers; but thousands of those brave men 
have bit the dust who ought now to be standing sword in 
hand victorious at the gates of Lahore. Yes ! our soldien 
have done their work ; and on the field the govemor-genentl 
did his work^ gloriously as a brave general : his conduct 
could not be surpassed. Had he suddenly been put at the 
head of the army^ and not responsible for matters previous to 
the 10th of December, Hardinge would have stood unsur- 
passed as a ready and brave general. Alas ! the great errors 
of generals and statesmen never escape punish meut, but it 
fulls on those under them ! 

" The passage of the river by the Sikhs was unexpected, 
unprovided for ; yet it had for years I may say, assun*dly 
for months, been a matter of common expectation not ouly 
in India but Euro})e. Tliis was the governor-gcncnirs tirst 
error. Every step the Sikhs took ought to have been known 
beforehand and prepared for. The second eri-or was cveu 
greater. A small body of six thousand was left at Fei-ozv- 
poor and the Sikhs should have destroyed them, anil then 
Feroshashur must have been fought with ten thousand ini-n; 
for the six thousand would not liave been there, ami tlif 
Sikhs flushed with victorv over them wouhl i)robablv li:»>e 
won ^loodkee also. AVell, Feroshashur fallowed, and still tlic 
struggle was made by 1G,000 against GO,0t)O, less their 
several losses in the previous actions. Generalsliij) had ii«'l 
diminished the disproportion, though bulldog iightiiig had 
taken the enemy's guns. 

"The last of the three days' fighting was a mere rej)ul>e; 
wc stood victorious but were unable to more : no j)ro\ isiou>, 
no magazines. Thus we remained till the 2Cth I beliive, 
paralyzed! And this after such displays of courage by 
officers and 8oldici*s ! and but fortv miles fnmi the eueniv^s 
capital I The censures of histor)' must fall heavy liere. Let 
us come to the second act of this bloody di-ama. While we 
j»tood inactive, the enemy again crossed higher up and fought 
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I on our own territory near Loodiana, ThU is another 
error for historical judgment, but n. minor one ; iiearccly to 
be called one as it was remedied at Aliwal : tlie error wna 
tli.it the Miciny could attempt it I But lie did more, he 
l-Miired his battalions over the river in sight of our army, and 

rtifjed 70,000 men in a position ! and our strength was 
then 40,000 ! The governor- general had no right to expeet 
It successful storm pf such works if time were given to 
strengthen ihcm, and he should have assailed them at once. 
He could not. He was without ammunition for his guns : 
yet Bueh attacks depend more on musquets and bayonets, 
History will make no allowance for this. Hail the first 
battle been fought witli 40,000, or properly fought with eveu 
half that number, we should have been in Lahore within the 
week; but frwm December 23r(l 1845 till February 1816 
was a blank. We are, I suppose, now at Lahore, and the 
third act of the tragedy is beginning. We are negotiating. 

" Ilanlinge has stopped the great diversion I was abont 
la make; has directed my army upon Bhawalpnor, and I am 
here, luntead of being now master of Mooltan, for it was 
ready, as I know, to open its gates at once. Tlie whole 
country along the Indus up to Dhera Ismael Khan, even 
higher, would have been in arms to aid us, luith banks of 
the Suth'ge in our possession, my army in full march on L)i- 
liore, and the Sikh army or its Jebrts driven towards the 
hilU on the eastward, where Golab Sing would oppojo 
them 1 and he is a sure ally, for he only waited his time to be 
revenged on the Kalsa ariuy for murdering his family, 
llardinge in those circumstances conid now be dictating 
terra*, and annexing the Punjaub to our dominions. But 
he JH ordered to treat, and himself approves of treating, not 
anDeKing, and — thr remill will he miolhrr war ! 

' He says, that is, the Court of Directors say, that we 

ut hove the Sikhs as a eounterpoise tu the Maliomelans. 

!kat nunaense I if we aeiite the Punjaub what can |he Ala- 
etnnx do? Let thcra be, one and alt, deadly foes, and 
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what can they do ? Nothing ! Put down native princes, g:iTe 
the poor justice, real not lip justice, and the Mahometans 
may be laughed to scorn : all Asia may be ours, CTen to 
Constantinople if we please. This fear of Mahometans is 
all the miserable folly of old Indians and civil servants; 
men unfit to rule, and who look upon the 180 millions of 
people in India as only bom to furnish them with luxuries. I 
fear Hardinge is in their hands ; that the Sunjaub will be left in 
slavery to ruffians. Meanwhile India has lost much blood and 
money, and the tragedy must be reacted a year or two hence" 

The world knows how exactly these predictions were 
fulfilled. 

" Such are the results of the mean and feeble role of 
men without capacity for governments or war : this is being 
moderate. If we had prepared our means in anticipation of 
our enterprize India might have been made peaceful and 
happy for 100 years, or until Russia disturbed us ; but ere 
that India could be made a match for Russia — Delhi would 
be stronger than St. Petersburg. To me personally it is 
utterly disgusting to be brought up into this scene of blun- 
dering, which though glorious as proof of our courage is 
degrading to our arms. It will be impossible for me to be 
consenting, and I go only to be called a frondeur wheu I 
am not one. I shall have work not suited to me, and which 
I cannot perform, instead of doing good in Scinde. 

" I do not want to be commander in chief : it is an enipt}' 
name. Mischief will be vigorous, and I shall be weak, en- 
countering it with handcufifs on my wrists and chains on 
my ankles ! And then the evils which cannot be prevented 
will be laid at my door, and cast in my teeth by the very 
men whose want of ability has produced . them. I do not 
believe it possible for me to remain long wheu I join tbe 
army. This very idea of protecting ourselves against M*' 
homctans by Sikhs, which Hardinge tells me is the ru/e, i* 
in itself a base cowardly policy of the civil servants : it is n^t 
only undignified but fallacious. Who are your Sepoys^ 
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my. You waut to defi;nd youreelf against your own brave 
K>p9, by conrtiug yoiir political aud niihtary enemies ; 
ttls avowing your fears of, and hostility to your own sol- 
Was there ever such folly 1 It is not possible for me 
with any heart, or to remain with any temper at hcad- 
I honour and love Hardinge for his kinduess, and 
gallantry ; but* I cannot endure separation from my 
mily, and exhaust my little remains of life to work out 
the egregious folly of the directors ; and then close that 
life with the blame of error, not my own but of my greatest 
eneuiies 1 I shall do no good. I can do no good 1 

" In Seinde I do much gcwd. I can there lead many 
things to a useful consummation of the conquest; but here 
^nothing, and must lose health and fame. This is the record 
^Hjf niy opinion, and many years will not pass ere it will be 
^^Bovrd true. The whole campaign has been a tissue of errors 
^^ftld will end in error : if 1 am wrong I am not the proper 
^^BkQ to be the executive officer at Lahore. In uo way can I be 
^^B service to my country or myself. I mean fair fame for 
^^l^self : as to money I dare say it is to be got, but I neither 
care for it nor want it. 

" February 28th, M. GenI, W. Napier. — My riew of affairs 

^^uy be jaundiced, for I am not well. This country requires 

^^vdicUtor. The Court of Directors are like George Dandin. 

^Hpbu* I'aTex voulu George Dandin. Well. But for Lord 

^^BHenborough the army of the Sutlege would now have had 

Gwalior on its rear ; and instead of fifteen thousand British 

troops at Bhawalpoor, Lord Auckland's five thousand men 

at Kurrachec aud Sukkur would have had their throats cut, 

and one hundred thousand Belooehecs under the Ameers 

marching upon Delhi by Sirsa or IJikauccr. All this country 

was, I find, ready to rise upon us : that would have been 

disagrec&ble. Yet 'all is well that ends well,' and so this 

will end better than I think, i hope; for not being well 

^■Btkes me see things gloomily, which I am authorized to 

^1 
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do, beiDg but half informed of the state of affairs. Ilardinge 
is treating. If he attempted to conquer the Punjaub now 
he would likely fail ; it is not to be done at this advanced 
season : he would lose every European soldier. I found at 
Bhawalpoor that the effect of my campaign, had it not been 
stopped, would have been double what I expected, and that 
was not a little. 

"Journal, 28th February. — Getting on by long marches. 
I am verj" ill with dysentery', which makes me low-spirited 
and discontented : all is gloomy. Hardinge is a hero on the 
field of battle, but he is not equal to the ruling of an empire 
like this at such a moment : his war has been a failure when 
it might have immortalized him. I have just seen two clever 
officers who know this country well. They both confirm my 
views perfectly, and say that had I taken Mooltan and 
advanced, the Sikh tite de pofit, stormed on the Sutlcge, 
would have instantly been abandoned to protect Lahore: 
then Ilardinge could have passed the river without loss of a 
man, and attacked the Sikhs at his pleasure iu open Htld 
with our united force of 86,000 men. That battle could not 
have been so sanguinary as the one which took ])lace, and 
Lahore, Goviiid Ghur and Umritzer would probably have 
opened their gates, or been carried without much difficulty. 

^* It was certainly a great error to leave my fifteen thousand 

men and above 80 pieces of cannon idle, when they uiijjht 

have borne upon the enemy's weakest points. My uiaixhca 

would have been all forced, leaving tired men iu battalions 

to follow after a day or two of rest : my design was to have 

continued my advance as long as I could muster six 

thousand men under arms, or bring two battalions into 

action : or even half that number if near Uardinge. If the 

enemy opposed me with a small force, I should have fought 

all under twenty thousand ; and if he sent a large force I 

would have retired, and drawn him after me till he could 

not help his friends against Hardinge, and his heavy guns 

were unable to move. Then picking up my tired battalions 
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the rear, all refreslieil, I would have opposed any number 
exceeding four times my own. I would have attacked 
thousand Sikhs with confidence. All is over now: 
"bloodshed in abunditnce and no grand results. 

" My hope is that Ilardinge will let me return to Scinde, 

where my pay can be honestly earned. My rank and posi- 

muat be too high for a person who thinks the whole 

ig mismanaged, and that the snake is scotched not killed. 

ia cannot bear a new war every year. Another such 

iry would ruin us, the honourable John Company may 

with Pyrrhus, and with more truth and honesty than 

in genemlly has in his phrases. At this moment if I 

at the head of the Sikh army, my head should be 

ilccd for having every captured gun back in a month, 

sending the British army headlong hack to Delhi. Let 

Jab Sing mareh his large untouched anny through the 

is, over the Beas river, upon Simla and Umballa, and he 

our flanks ! Sir Henry would then have to fall back 

on Delhi or Scinde; for he bus no magazines and inauf- 

licieut carriage. These views may however be jaundiced, 

aad I may find matters better on reaching Lahore than they 

? now ; but the two officers spoken of before, 

;dly took the same view and without knowing nilue, 

my tone was that of ignorance on the subject. That 

licb is ninre in our favour is the Sikhs' total ignorance 

atrategy : they have courage, drill, good arms, bnt no 

had Teg Sing known how to make war we were 

the first week. The total want of preparation on our 

roust have been the doing of tlie Court of Directors: 

mnot believe it was Hardinge's own doing. 

Journal. Mareh 22nd, Perozepoor, — Pound here pre- 

itioDa made by Hardinge for my journey to Lahore. 

ter from John Napier saying Hardinge wishes me back 

in Scinde, uuless I choose to remain second iu command, 

which now, war being over, I assuredly do not. Indeed 

itiug, or no fighting, to be second instead of first is not 
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Tflo ! we will abide the break of day, and then either sweep 
all before us or die honourably.' This was worthy of the 
man who saved Albuera. The Sikh power is said to be 
quite broken. I can form no judgment ; indeed my long 
march leaves me with little knowledge of affairs. I send 
220 captured giuis : they are beautiful." 

Here lie does not tell of the honours in which faction 
had no share that were offered to him. The soldiers, men 
never seen before by him, much less commanded, followed 
him with shouts and acclamations wherever he moved : even 
Goolab Sing, white holding himself erect and disdainful to 
others salaamed alinost to the ground before Charles Na- 
■aying, his kitinet, or fate, was great. His reception 

ini others is thus told. 

"Journal. March, Camp near Ferozepoor. — Forging back 
to ri/e and leetet childerg. Very glad if I reach them, 
but this complaint brought on by mortification may get 
worse, and if bo, hop the twig will be my fate, for I feel in- 
describably weak and ill. 1 reached Lahore the 3rd and 
was most kindly received by everybody. Sir Uenry had 
a large dinner party the 4th. We sat down 150 guests, 
and never did I see so splendid a party. Speeches of 
course, and I was not prepared, having felt too ill to think 
of anything until the moment came: but then such n 
hriUiunt assembly of decorated soldiers, the scene, the 
thought of the late battles and my regret at not baviug 
been in them put me up, and words came so readily that 
iny speech was good the boys told me; and indeid the 
effect was evidently favourable for me amongst the Bengal 
and Queen's officers. 1 heard a good deal from Hardingc, 
but the pith confirmed me in the eorrectnesa of my views us 
to tiou- preparation, &c. The danger of divided command 
exemplified, but the enemy's gross mistakes and the 
Jjiill Sing, who betrayed their army, saved 



** Hardingc is far above the run of English gcnemlsj 
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vcrj- fr« of wbotn study their profeaaioiir bat he stt^ 
in my opinian af a grent rgptahi : his having been autfttui 
xaakea me rrfuae the lost title. I most at the sune lime 
H»y that his army is, for discipUt><:, the worst I have r\w 
•era. It is brave beyoiid donbt, its coiidnrt, speaking nf 
the Europeans, has been heroic, and the Qne«n's rcgiimmti 
arc in i)e<mt order: but all persons seem to agnx thatths 
Sepoys were not drcply engaged, and the list of killed 
the fad. \t Itt discipline : the mm wh» jro on guard 
their beds to tbc po«t and go to bed ! An officer niih liu 
drawn tword stood at the head of bia guard to »dtiie ibe 
governor^ gmeni, and shifted bia sword to his left haiid to 
toneh his cap with his right ! A sentry when he nslutts 
stands with his l(^<> a foot apart like a cluwo ; and iben 
wrre do piquets or patrols, not cwn when close to and in 
■i^t of the enemy ! I am told however that Harry Si 
division was an honourable exeeplioQ, Tlie army from; 
iCatc coold not maoteuiTe, and bow therefore eould 
talent wocb fairly with such au army f That it was 
isaeainde. 

" I am ton ill to enter on the d^^scription of the 
tifnl Eftstem »«-Qe which took place on the signing of 
timty in the poveTDor-gi;neral'« cnonuous tent; and 
equally beautiful stctte of our going on ek-phnnts to 
ibe Maharajab's vtMt at bis palace. Tliey exceeded 
have et«r sevn, and Lahore is an Arshiun Nights* 
Goin* through it on an elephant with Ilurdiiigv we h 
in at ail the upper windows, nnd abundnncc of pretty 
Aewnl their tteca : the rooms were all full uf the bnti 
frota the strrxt (hey eould not have been seen, but 
ihtj sltewvd theusehrs, and laughed and sabiatncd tbc 
two FutBsbre Bahadons. 

" What will be the result of all this affairf 
find out what HanUngc thinks, bat my 
that British puMrer has rordrcd a great blow 
brliere, truly, that we owe our rielory ia 
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Iitxiwii to h\] tilut Lull Sing wrote to poor Nitliolijon tlius — 
' I liavtr erosBcd with ihc Sikh army. You know luy fritiid- 
sl.ip for the British. TlII me what to do.' Nitholson an- 

^\iT3. Bo not attack Perozcpoor. Halt as tnauy iluys os 
.nu ran, and then murrh towurda the govern or- gent nil. Lall 
>ing did BO and Forezepoor was saved. Had he attacked, 
. ir garrison of eight tboueund men would have been de- 
-iioytd, and the viclorious sixty thousand would have fallen 

11 llardiiigc; who could I hcu have had only eight thousand, 
fur he had but sixteen thousand at Fcroshashur after liit- 
tler jointd from Ferozepoor. Hud the Sikhs not been be- 
trayed, the govt inor-geu era 1 and commander in chief and 
llii-ir ti-oops would certainly have been destroyed, for they 
were in the midst of an enemy's country and 250 niilta 
from supplies and support. All the detached regiments 
coining up with the siege train, and alt the ammunition, 
must have been captured and Delhi have been taken! I 
alone had fifteen thousand men, and with them might have 
done something : at all events we could have covered Scindc 
and iiwuitcd the enemy, for I was confident of my troops, 

" I feel fearless of an enemy at the head of Bombay 
ti-oopa; hut the state of the Bengal army as I saw it, and 
hcanl of it, would make me tremble. This is lamentable, 
for both the European officers and the Sepoys seem to be 
the materials for admirable soldiers. Now all this negli- 
gence is known to our enemies, and they think that with 
better management they will have better success in future. 
They hope traitors like Lall Sing will not always command, 
and therefore my expectation ia to see the fragments of the 
Sikh army unite again in mass. If so, Hardinge tells me 
he will give me Ihe chief command. That is not my desire. 
The Bungal army is Augean, and Uardinge says the stuff 
ia execrable. There aiv indeed men amongst them that 
1 could da good with ; but to assume the command of a large 
arnij*, to put it in order, and at the same time make warj 
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" The Sikli people are brave, bnrbarian cunuing 
rious and if thia ^rrisou be surprised fcarfii) coD»eiji 
will folluw. Yet a garrison oufrht to be at Lahore that 
may show A?(ia aomethiug for our four battles, in wbti 
all Asia knawR, Iniiia was five times nearly lost; it rfqinl 
Lall Sing's trearhery in aid of Ilardinge's gnind intrppi ' 
and our European Boldicrsr" desperate courage to save 
Indeed all now say the Feroitbtwlmr fight waa not a 
the Sikbs were the victors, but mistook a retrograde 
ment of our cavalry for an attempt to turn their flank 
retired. Do you recollect saying to oie 'the soldien will 
figbt any general through any bluudcrs ?' Well, now judge 
your own pmpbecy. 

" }|arry Smith did his work well : at IbiwI they 
Being on the march and ill I did not study any bntlli 
Ihat of Sohrnon, which, gallantly fought, was iniw: 
planned; certainly Hardin gc did not approve of the 
But I am afraid to write all I think, not feeling id aS 
about letters ; and the bitter hostility of rascals at Bombmr 
is beyond belief: and at Cnlcutta also I hnvi 
believe; for a gentleman unknown to me told a friend t>f 
mine to put me on my guard— tell him he said, that 
of the secretaries there are band and ginvo with the 
paper editors, and the abuse of the gtnteral origitutti 
those civil BccretaricB, who would destroy him if they 
This gentleman knows Calcuittt well, and though 
stranger to me I had an opportunity of serving him, 
believe he told this to my friend init of gratitude. I oolt 
care for their spite and enmity so far as it gives mi- Intublr- 
sonic work, but I fear their working upon Hnrdiiigr; thiy 
have nut yet, for nothing could be more kind tl>»n hi- tm 
been all along, and is. The wretched papers ara row trying 
to puff me, which is more dangerous than anytbing, and 
more difficult to deal with, tmli'ss they give nic praise foUeh 
which I should immediately contradict of courae. If war 
lut again I am resolved to g<i aa chief or ni>t at all: 
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my remons trail CCS would not be listened tu. Guugli is 
believe, augry at my being called up; but lie is a tine in- 
trepid old soldier, and I like him much as a man. Our poor 
friend Powell's sua is with yuu in Guernsey you say: his 
father's gi'ave is at Kuri'achee ! Often have I stood there 
aud thought of past times; and often resolved to have it 
repaired, but constant unceasing business and turmoil inter- 
fered : it shall however be done. Major Powell's story itbout 
Outram and the village is true. I heurd of it before. 
Aprujios, I got a moat eitraordinai-y letter about Outram's 
conduct from Lord Ripoii, aiid I am going to answer it. 
lUrdiuge tells uie he had one on the same subject which be 
cauiiot understand at all.'" 

This story was, that being sent with troops, regular and 
irn^gular, to quell a disturbance in a village, he bad positive 
orders not to let the irregulars into the place as there was a 
ft'ud between them and the people: in defiance of this he 
did put the irregulars in, and they murdered the villagers 
and sacked the place I It is said, Outram was saved by the 
intere»t of Sir J. Camac. 

" No official answer has yet been given to my official com- 
:<l.iint, Onrexccllcnt friend Hardingc trims a little I think 
.'I prevent quarrels; which is very amiable but weak, be- 
I .iUM-il fails when cases are so strong, I detest Ripon. I could 
not du so more if he was a rascal, his good-nalurcd drivel- 
ling is worse than if he spit in one's face. It will be incon- 
venient to the service to quari-cl with him, but how can I 
avoid it? I am altogether in a curious position. I believe 
there ia a geneml wish among the troops that I should be 
, at the beatl of the army if we have war again, and Hardinge 

think wishes it. There arc brave generals here, but tbcy 
lOt seem to have inspired general confidence in their lead- 
On the other hand, some of the civil servants at Cal- 
cutta and Bombay, and the Court of Din-ctoi's at home, wish 
me ui hell." 
^^H^any of the Qurcn's ministers also did so; fur it was 
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when thcso things were known in Englaud, and also tlici 
ing of Sir C. Napipr np to Lahore, that Sir Robert Ptrl 
ignored his name and battles when rctumiitg thanks for the 
army at the King's College Hospital dinner I Yel Sir Robert 
was certainly not personally inimical to him. 

■' When in England they hear of the narrow escape of their 
army, and of India, will funk operate sufficiently to make 
them give me the command? Or will ihey send oat «ome 
other man ? I suspect the last, if they can find a lieutenanU 
general who will come. To say nothing of fighting and climate, 
which if they come are accepted but which old luen do not 
like to seek, and our lieutenant-generals are not yoimg, the 
post is full of labour and danger, for never waa our Indian 
power so shaken : had Feroahaahur been an overthrow I 
fancy Scindc would have been the safest place in idl India 1 
My position may change ; my choice will be to etay at Kur- 
rachee ; but if Hardiuge does not assume command himself 
in the event of renewed war I may perhaps be the best man 
at their disposal. I could tell you but dare not, of things 
convincing as to their undennluing the exertion necenry 
for the conquest of the entire Punjaub. It is to be done, and 
my thought is that I could do it, that is, if left to luy ova 
discretion and action as in Scinde. I do not want to go, 
but if I do must haie my o«-n terms to enable me 
ceed : to go on any other eonditions would be to betray 
country the army and oivself. 

" My good fortune attends me still. I cannot noi 
thrown suddenly into command because of the heat : 
mehec also is shut up by the monsoons from May to 
tember, and no military operations can then take pi 
thin would give me time to make my terms, which oa 
ew of a battle could not be done. Had the peace not 
made, and anything happened to Gough, I must have ' 
sudden comnianil of an army incapable of mantcuvriiij 
cording to my judgment. Hardinge was abused for lighl 
ittg his penMinnl baggage by 60 eltphatii loads and 
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eemelif loads. Hisarmjwas an unmanaf^eable army : with 
my 15,000 I wonid have marclied round it. Yet such 
tTiMips ! beautiful ! The old 50th received me with a proper 
shout : they seem to consider me still as their property." 

Sir C. Napier notices in the above letter the extent of the 
bostiilty practised against him ; let the reader take the fol- 
lowing letter as famishing a light on the subject : it is in- 
deed one of the (kings which speak. 

" March 24, 1846. — I won't write to you of my hatred, my 
enemies, and my political aversions : it is ver}' foolish. But 
when a man is daily wasting the little existence he has left 
to do right and seric- people, and is stmck down at every 
step by nllains, and amongst them by those he is thua 
labouring to serve, it is not easy to write to one with whom 
he has no reserve and yet conceal the fire that consumes 
him. 

" The Bombay Times asserted, and with details, that I was 
driving the people of Scinde to madness with excessive taxa- 
tion, and that I had even dared to re-establish the tax called 
Transit duly. These assertions were aeeompanied with all 
•Orta of abuse such as. — The sordid shameless leader in 
Seinde.—The Autocrnt of Scinde.— The Sciiide Cmr.—The 
msctvpvlous murderer of the soldiers of the 78lh and 28/A 
ReifimerUs. — TTte liar at the head of the Scinde government. 
m Well, all India was thus kept ringing with my infamous at- 
Vlenpts to make up a sham revenue, to the destruction of the 
I people and the country I Now, as I never put one single 
: npon the people of Scinde, good bad or indifferent; 
srer laid a mite upon anything and took olf a great many 
M, I laughed at what I knew must be in due time found 
B^ltre inventions, somewhat like the people Hei'schel waa 
aid to have seen in the moon, 

' But eould I laugh when, after India had resounded 

1 thia cry, I found by a mistake of a clerk at Calcutta 

I sending a wrong letter — that the Bombay government 

I tnnsmittcd a secret note of council to be registered at 
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Calcullit against me ! accusing me of making uji a 
revenue, not aloue by levying taxes, fbr ae I recoller 
minute of council only hinted at that, but liy a mou 
of grain ! the prict of which was first raised it said by I 
coinDiund, and then sold at the enhanced price to the 
so us to make the loss fall on the Bombny government £' 
t that i had perpetrated sio infamous an action, thri 
e had been an iotu of truth in it haugiug would bed 
i for me, 

" Had the clerk not made this mistake" — probably an 
ful one from disgust at the infamous intrigue— 
would have been iu both the Bombay and Calcutta arcbif^ 
a direct heinous crime rfgistcn^d against me by r 
enemies, to be hereafter brought out and given to i 
world, when I am no more, as an irrefragable proofJ 
my bad conduct ! And this was done also so ingenio 
by the two members of council, who are old practised i 
chants and accountants, that it took me a goo<l i 
hard work to disprove their villanotis accusation*, and A 
that so far from trying to increase the expcnce of feeding || 
troops, if there be one thing to which I have more espedi 
devoted myself for the three ycBrs of my niling in Sd 
it has bc*n to reduce the price of grain by destroying 
monopoly t But this was not all. The secret minute % 
recorded, and the authors of it chuckled in their sh>evn«t 
having so well shot their assassin bolt. Not content, thcv 
manufactured their minute into an article for Dr. Buisl's 
paper, the words just slightly ehjinged to suit a ncnspapa- 
article : and I, not knowing either its source ur nnytliinic 
of the minute of council, laughed, or swore, prubably tlit 
latter, at Buist's usual attempts to make me out i 
scoundrel. 

" W'ell, I answered their minute when it rcadicid mc by 
the mistake noticed, and disproved by document after durii- 
meut every lie they had told. Did this suffice? Was lhi» 
all the result of the Bombay Times false.booda Bbant t 
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biic«f No! Enough in all conscience but not all, I got 
IL letter from Loi-d Bipon, to Bay he had heard of my 
tatntiun but hoped it was not true ; and then lie gave all 
sons of reasons to prove I ought not to put on the transit 
duty, allowing that he was convinced 1 had done so — aa a 
Dursc says to a naughty child, I hope you have not been 
doing 90 and no, when she knows it has. To do Lord 
Kipon jiisiice he gave me very little trouble to answer him ; 
lie displayed such perfect ignorance of the subject that I 
oaw be don't very well know what a trauRit duty is. But 
thus again a day was lost in answering him, and my work, 
real work, thrown in nrrear ! And what work ! Long 
rrials to read, and to decide upon putting five men to death 
at the time ; matter requiring calm thought and gi'cat reso- 
lution not to err ! 

" At such tunes, with my head in agony, my nerves toni, 
my whiile miud and body on the rack, my soid intent to do 
right in the sight of God, 1 am to force myself down to 
think, and write, and dwell upon villany and folly past all 
belief, and beyond my power to chastise I fortunate that 
1 escape from the power of those who, while profiting from 
my ebbing life, are seeking my destruction : and all this at 
sixty-four ycar» of age in a climate proverbial for destroying 
the energy of mind and bodyt But to go on with my 
story. No sooner had I answered Lord Ripon, and thougiit 
I had been tormented enough by Dr. Buist's lies as to 
tascK, when down comes from Calcutta a letter from the 
secret committee of the Court of Directors — Lord Itipon's 
colleagues, to know why i bad restored the transit duly, 
which they heard I had done from various sources. Why? 
■H I asked ihem, do they not tell me one of their various 
tourers, that 1 might expose their secret informer. They 
! we in the days of Venice, ibe 
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application to be placed under my rule I He fautcs 
political agents, and I suppose my good name iu Seiiide, 
and my civil manners to him, have won me tliia corapliucnt. 
Thia pleases me more ttan honours." 

Soon after this letter reached England, Lord Lyndhunrt 
and Lord Ripou were publicly charged with comipl and 
oppressive conduct ; and both displayed in their contmilic- 
tions such indignation, that the writer of this notice sent 
to each a copy of the above comniiinicatiou. From Lord 
Lyndhurst he usked parliamentary aid if required ; to Ixird 
Ripon he pointed out the complacent manner iu which he 
had acquiesced in and even countenanced injustice to Sir 
Chftrk'« Napier, though so sore iu anger when assailed 
himself; that being an open attack, easy to be met, and 
trifling also compared to one made on a diotaut commander, 
who was wasting life away in his country's service and had 
a right to his official protection. 

From Ijord Eipon came a verbose letter for the most part 
uu intelligible, and where not so, vague and contemptible. 
Vary different was Lord Lyndhurst's response : with the 
frank spirit and decision that has alwa}*s marked his bold 
and manly character, be expressed his condemnation of the 
atrocity thus brought to his notice, and at once, without 
rc^er^'e, promised hia aid to avenge it when culled upnti. 
He was not called upon, but this acknowledgment of his 
generous impulse is rendered with honest respi'ct. 

"Journal, April 2nd, — Reached BhawalpooF the Slut. 
Saw the Nawab, who met mc a mile from the town, lie, of 
course, wanted favours : I granted one and refused one. 
He seems to be a clever man, and wants mc to ask the 
governor-general to put him in communication with mc, 
instead of the political agents of the North- West Province. 
He says they treat him with disrespect and even intotcuce. 
Very probably: for if T know anything of good manncra, 
nothing can be worse than those of India lowarda nativ« of 
all rauka — a vulgar hahandcfring ; forgetting 
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iple arc as good as ouraelvca. The native ways arc not 

r ways, but as to really geDtleinnnlike mariDers tbey 

■ to mc euptrior. I speak of tbe mannerB of the 

Hilary of both armies : the civilians I have not aeen 

ich of in company with natives, and therefore eatinot 

of them. Well, I have gained the Nawab's good- 

, and could do a deal more in that way could I speak 

Interpreters don't suit tiie, tbey do not trunBlate 

ctly, and some laugh while interpreting : now a 

rejgner always supposes the laugh is at him, and is 

affronted without reaaon : an interpreter should not do so 

ill-mannered a thing as laugh, except at what the foreigner 

a and understands. 

keep my journal badly. I am sick. I know not 
|at ails me, and the constant pain frets my temper sadly- 
sel to get weaker every day, and think I am breaking up. 
lat if I am ? I am not immortal any more than Grillus 
f Xenophon I And 'tis better to die with one's 
a all around, than become what Lord Ripon was born ! 
nve written him a Iclter that he will not like, and hope 
1 shjiU quarrel. 1 have told him enough to show him I will 
t he treated like a school-boy. In England alt the uutho. 
a hate me I believe, except Peel, Eltenborongh, and the 
; but I am ready to go away, or to die, or whatever 
t pleases, being totally without ambition beyond that »( 
ing to do my work well. My God I what numbers uf 
~ could have saved had I been master iu this Sikh 
I think there never was such a galaxy of blunders 
C war was war 1 But the whole system of Indian govem- 
mt is constructed for robbery and spoliation, not for con- 
qnpHt, not for good to the multitude, not for justicel I shall 
be glad when I have no more to say to it, The civil sexvants 
nrctu to be Hardinge's rage. Shore says they are idle, vul- 
gar, and bad. 

" Wc are dropping down the Indus, the water like gins*, 
^« beautiful moon high and brilliantj with the stars glitti;r- 
fOU III. T 
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ing around her ; tlic steamer is at her evening station, and 
the serenity of the soft scene only disturbed by the hum of 
voices^ heard though by ine slightly, being in a towed boat 
and listening rather to the chirp of the cicala coming orer 
the still waters : yet the Indus is here more than a mik 
wide. I will go up and look at this calm and beautiful night, 
on this grand sti*eam, and think of my wife, my children, 
and my death. This sort of thought is to me not disagrn^ 
able : hfc has not been pleasant to me and I feel no dread at 
leaving it. What is life that we should love it, and fear to 
lose it ? It is not fmm discontent I speak thus, being in 
spirits and cheerful enough, and generally enjoying life v 
much as others. No, I am reasoning, thinking, as I sit in 
this beautiful moonlit tranquil night, looking at the Creator 
thixjugh all this majesty and grandeur. 

" Peo])le who love wise saws, which I do not oviT much, 
say, ' If you had been a farmer you would then wish you 
had gone ou as a soldior.' Very possibly, eveiy mortal hto 
his discontent at times ; but when n-ason helps, is it not 
easier for a strong mind to overcome discontent than when 
reason does not help ? Now reason gave me aid in the fX- 
cessive j)leasure with which I got in my hay at Blooinfit-lJ 
in 1S31, and none at all when I won Seinde. Glad I was to 
win the battles, because to have been beaten woidd ha^ebeen 
wretchedness, but I had no pleasure : on the contrary, ex- 
ceeding pain when I laid the dead bodies of my comrades 
side by side, covered with dust and blood and grim in death, 
while we prepared their graves ! Reason then told me, that 
to make hay in a field with twenty joyful people and to 
collect the fruits of the earth was a wise and indescribable 
pleasure : the same ivason tells me war is hellish work, and 
tutagonistie to j)leasure and enjoyment. Take the lead to 
defend yourself, it is like a man : but to go over the earth 
because skilled to destroy, having in view only to give eom- 

gierce Ui advantage over rivals, and to back up the niliug 

«t i&tiix ift not reasonable. 
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" I feel indeed cunscious of a natural or acquired turn for 
military T»att«i'B, aud have exercised that turn or talent 
btmoui-ably in Sciude, but my peaceful rule of Cephalonia 
was Ciir, for better; my hands were there free from blood! 
Nut that I have blood on them in guilt, I trust in God it is 
uot 10 ; but Far rather would I have been driving a pitchfork 
into a load of hay than a sword into the body of an enemy, 
however inuocent that operation may be thoughi, or be. But 
thci) I hnve immoi-talized my name, aud am a Grand Cross 
-i the Bath ! And what then ? I shall be good for worms 
iii'fure the immortalization taki:s place, and while in life have 
suffered more gross abuse from scouudrels than I have 
gained prai»e from honest men I Life ebbs fast. So for 
the Grand Cross. Pooh I And for money, I have more than 
I want and merely take it for others." 

Here it must not be concluded that Charles Napier con- 
fined his generosity to the welfare of his own children : his 
charities were boundless, and one instance of his liberal 
nature will speak for the character of other instances. 
Hearing accidentally that the author's son, a deaf and dumb 
y'liing man, was from poverty unable to marry, he without 
II. ore htsitnlion or n-murk than would attend the gift of a 
(IrKSxing-boK, sent him five thousand pounds ! And this at 
n time when it was generally thought there would be no 
IJiixc money granted for Ilydrabad I 

" I hojH; to reach Sukkur the 5th. We have just passed 
lioatK, hiLving on board the poor wounded fellowa from the 
f'litr battles; they tell me they are all ciiiufoi-tahle, but 
forty have died ! 

" An instance of my influence over these wild barbarian 
-"■ikhs was made known this day. Wlien comingupthe river 
-1 fort here flred on us ; but this day we past it going down, 
unti hi'aring they had taken some boats of ours 1 brought 
U|i to the bank, called the Sikh commander of the guard on 
board and gave u letter to the Nizam of Klooltan demanding 

; relca»e uf oiy boats. Whde writing this in the cabin, 
1 a 
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one of my officers asked the Sikh if it was be who h>d flIP 
a moDlh before f — Vea. Vfby did you ? — Wc were ordered, 
and we thought the general would my, oh tht-y arc good 
soldiers, they arc only doing their (July; liou't fire the 
rannoD on them : so we fired at you. My name therefore u 
good with thfui as a mau ready to spare, and genctou* lu 
enemies. This will have great cficct, nnil tlii-sc [lenple will the 
more readily yield to me. I could eonquer up to Coimlauti- 
nople as easily, or D)ore so, than Alexander did, for he liwl 
Greeks to fight agaiust." 

This was no idle boast: the tnissionaiy '^'olfe has said 
his fame run throughout Central Asia so strongly that ihc 
wild Tureomaun and other races were looking for his adrcnt 
as a conqueror, ready to march and plunder under hiin, 
even down to the Mediterranean 1 

" April llth. — Just reached home ! M'hen I left this on 
the 20th January, I never expected to return, for I am goiiij 
fast. God is good to let tue come back nith my hoys all 

" April 15. — I have beeji ill again. Public vexation mtAt I 
me ill first, and private suffering how ! Well, this world i> I 
full of trouble and we must even bear with it. We xe mta | 
sueceed in public, and miserably fail in private, where tlnj 
se<.-k happiness in vain. God has decreed that no oue slnll 
be perfectly h»ppy, and why should I expect it. This it mj 
cross, and I must take it up and follow Thee 1 Thou grat 
Kedecnier of man. I have two brave sons-in-lRW j 1 Dnj 
say three, for John and Minny" — nephew and stcp-daagbw 
who were married — "arc son andduughter to me: butlW* 
my number. Two wives, two daughters, two soom, two tic- 
tories, and two deaths ! I died at CorauH, luad now the gnm 
old villain approaches again ! And 1 have two of Bpw- 
inondas' dimghtcrs also, Mecanee and Hydnibiid are ta ^1 
us Leuctra and Muntjnea ! Now to work. 

" M. Gen). \V. Napier, April 12. — In the rcccul cauij^ip 
the topography was ull against Hardingc : a akilfd t 
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bt have erosscd the Sutlegc below Perozcpoor with a 
flrcd tliouBand men, and marched upon Delhi by Siisa ; 
! is but one road; Hardiiige must have giine back 
Delhi by Umballa, a longer road, whili; the whole 
Itry between Fentzepoor and Delhi would have been in 
I, for alt were ready to rise. All his amninnition would 
r been thus taken, for he had not a round at head-quar- 
; bad the Sikhs attacked him between the 2Sth Decem- 
Kid 9th Febniary there was not a gun to fire ! On the 
tmmunitioQ arrived and he attacked." 

without excusing the error which left the army 
oat ammunition in auch eritical circumstances, it is im- 
Bblc not to admire the firmness displayed in holding 
nd without ammunition : such firmnesa is certainly one 

e qualities of a great captain. 
.Harry Smith it is said had three dispatches with orders 
tack before he did so: so critical were affairs. He 
I did it well I am told, for of his operations I know 
filling; but had he not attacked, or been defeated, tlic 
Inlc of the heavy artillery and atriitmnition was gone I 
iteo Smith wan detached, and before he had fouglit, 
mfgh wanted to storm the Sikh entrenchments at So- 
Hmd. Hardinge refused, saying, when we force them 
Hm the river how are we to advance against Lahore with- 
^buDsF Had the storm taken place the troops would 
^■Aly have been beaten : two of the assaults were re- 
^Hd as it was. Hardinge did not approve of Gough's 
^^Rements and made others, but his uidcrs were not 
^^^trly obeyed ; they were good I think, as far as they 
^^B bat more was required. 1 would have dismounted 
^^^my's guns, along the whole line of those entreneh- 
^^Bvhirh were stormed, by running an approach of 500 
^^^Vid forming a heavy cnliladiDg battery to smash their 
^^^kving only musijuctry for nur men to face, and that 
^^^Bry cooled by our enlilading fire, 
^^^j thing I have from the first openly contradicted. 
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iMBK^, that tlie Sikh artiUeir wu fuperior to oun. * 
hxTC oboerred that ailer nearly erers' artton mim who 
soflered fnrni the raemy's guns and did not see llic effrct 
of their oim, sar, and think, the enemy's artillery ii 
All the captured gnus 1 examined, and perhaps batf-» 
were bigger than aiirs at Feroshashar; hut they i 
inferior in make and bore, and in every miy to i 
beau ti^t -looking honerer and hri^t, nnd the ^ht of thrra 
rery fine. Their shot are all hainmrred, not out; and 
none of the bores seemed to me perfectly cylindncal, all ill 
bored, except those wc gave to old Runjcct and now letook. 
As to our Tvn-dowa artillery, I made a point of askiog 
Colonel Mouton, a very clever Frcueh officer on the Sikh 
side oi the battle, and he told mc the fire of our guns <*a« 
absolutely crushing: it was uot to be borne, ah! c'elait 
tiffreux ! horrible .' This outmge against the Company's 
artillery, which is quite equal to the royal artillery, pro- 
vokes mc. I am ready to go into battle to-morrow villi 
6-poiinders against all the Sikh artillery, and they are said lu 
have 200 pieces still. But if we bring up an cxhaiistetl firld 
artillery to fight pieces of position, in position, we ahaU pS 
hammered. We must manffiuvrc, or else a^uail attrcnrh- 
mcnts filled with artillery as if we were attacking a weiic 
front of fortification. 

" I had fifty-four pieces of field artillery in high ocict 
and well horsed, G-pouitders and S-pnuitdcrs ; and I lrl<, 
and so did they, confideut against anything we might ncrl- i 
Weak as I was in cavalry, had we met the Sikhs we w«di J 
have settled their position : they should have bees left is I 
them till hunger drove them out. However there is no «» ' 
talking of these things now. I could not talk to, or iliscit" 
the matter with HariUnge, he wna too much engaged ; ■u" 
besides, I went to linten and learn not to ai^e : Init vtj 
belief is that he thinks higher of the Sikh nrtillm thw) I 
do, and he ought to know best. In Novenibcr lii*t I voJiii 
hare said to the Sikhs — Disband your army I If thg M 
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t, to cross the river mid fall upon them should have bppn 
B next move : we took the initiative of tongue and not of 
iws. Moutoa told me that the Delhi Gazette made 
dia crows the river. It said we were going to attack 
All the Sikhs read it and other papers, and they 
kid, welt, as wc must fight let ns do so on the left bank. 
Tour plan of ad%'ancing from our right and Limdiana, a 
■tipcniting with, not joining the force at Peronepoor, 
« just what I wanted to do, only on the left not the right. 
^ahonld have been rapidly down on the right of the Sikhs, 
id thrown my bridge to Hardinge's left, when he might 
m crossed under protection of my attack, or attacked at 
B Mine time. 

*'My corps was equal to cope with thirty thonBand Sikhs, 
tily fighting, or not, m I pleased. Considering it as a 
ling of Hardinge's aroiy, my purpose was to throw it for- 
ward and cover Scinde from the Mooltan territory, securing 
I the navigation of the river by seizing both hanks and then 
I threatening Lahore. Hardingc on the contrary ordered me 
I to Bhawalpoor, whereby he threw my corps — his left wing, 
Intit of action, and exposed Scinde to an invasion in my rear; 
I have siiice learned that they were prepared to try that 
j'ith 10,000 men. But with the right bank in possession 
|f the Sikhs the river was useless : the eick and wounded men 
mid not go down, nor could su[>plies go up; whereas in our 
lBd« I could have supplied Hardinge's army as well as my 
J by the steamers. I think my plan was the better one ; 
e moral effect of faking Mooltan — which had secretly 
le an offer to open gates — would have been great. 
lingc might then have taken Lahore and the line of 
fe, put his tnvops into cantonment for the hot sea- 
Borgnnized uU to the south of that river, and deposed the 
ntja. The Bavcc should then have ewanned with gun 
\ and itcanicrs, and posts should have been established, 
the Sikhs first entered the river, Peroiepoor was 
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helpless, and contained immense stores SDd a large tmunte: 
all would have been lost and the garrison also but for {>oot 
Nicholson's presence of mind, and Lall Sing's treachery. 

"I am fully prepared for sup[iart, or uoii-eupport about 
Outram, Imviug howerer grown callous almost about tbtsc 
things. Still I think the duke will do me justice; and I 
think Uardiuge does ; but he lold mc be would nei'er ahc« 
nie what he had written borne, thuugb he wished uie to eix 
it. I do not underatand this. However be gave plenty o[ 
reasons to believe be was hostile to the Bombay fellows, 
My belief is that ho is a good honourable fellow, but a lilde 
too much given to smoothing down and calming angiy 
spirits; which is not good in extreme cases. What thijiL 
you has come to my ears, and on the strongt^t authority — 
undeniable authority I When the news of Fcroshaslmr 
reached Bombay they were in terror, and Mr. Willougliby 
nod Mr. Reid senior member uf council, sent to SaElara 
fur Outram express; he arrived, and they made a miuutt, 
that he was to be deapntched directly to the anuy to get it 
out of its difBculties, and teach Uardiuge and Gongh nli«t 
should be doue! Sir George Arthur was absent, buE they 
wrote to biiu to sign the niiaute and st-nd Oiitram olf- 
llc asked ibem if they were mad? and ordered Outraui 
back to Sattara ! This is acarcely creihble, but the su- 
tbority is irrefragable, and it is certain Outram caue frnu 
Sutlara at tliat time. It is certuin also that he toIud- 
teorcd to go to bead* quarters, and Gough acceptcJ hi> 
offer, and seemed quite surprised when Hardinge forbul 
it. Outram I do believe is mad. His brother cut lui 
own (broflt. 

" Your desiring me to thank Moses amused me, for resll)' 
he was in my mind when I thought of the great laNtcruon 
nn elephant fur my baggage corps. I may probably tbiniL 
ihat old soldier of the deserts in pcnon yet before you cw 
luT bia lesson: the Sikhs may twttle that question u>^' 
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autumn, and so introduce me to the beat general that cvi-r 
was: — for such I really think Mosea was. The Beloochees 
say my kismet is a cubit longer than any man's now alive : 
Cfaey gaid alsn when I was ordered to head-quartera, now all 
be lettled at once. Well, news of the peace and ray 
iral came together, and the whole eountrv believed that 
my going did it at once; not by cleverneBs but fortune, 
fate! Never was a people so thoroughly fatalists. My 
conviction la that if I rode at a hundred of them armed 
notion of my good fortune would make them run 

Lord Ripon. — I have received your letter dated 2l8t 
November, and frankly own that it has given me great pain. 
I think your lordship has misapplied a tniism : no man, 
however weak his intellect expects to discharge his public 
duties without being attacked. There are men who blas- 
pheme against the Deity himself; how then can mortals 
expect to escape? Your lordship must excuse my saying, 
that I did not require a lecture on that subject at my time 
of life ; nor has it any bearing whatever on my formal 
demand for justice against Lieut. -Colonel Outram. 1 did 
not complain of attacks made by any ordinaiy writer in 
a newspaper; had 1 done so your lordship's remarks would 
have applied. But if, as the tone of your letter appears to 
indicate, f am not to receive protection in the exercise of my 
funetiona as a general officer commanding an army frum 
those subordinate to me, my command must necessarily cease 
and the articles of war become a dead letter. It will then 
become necessary for general officers to enforce their orders 
with duelling pistols in their hands. To that state of things 
don the doctrine contained in your lordship's letter amount, 
■frireTer far from your intention ! My nerves are as good 
b yonr lordship's, or any other gentleman's to bear the 
attack* of the press; nor have I shrunk from a 'steady 
mfKhcrge' of my duties hitherto: but I and every man must 
t T 3 
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tuuid hu 



shrink from diacharging them if not supported hy t 
authority. 

" It is evident that eveiy soldier under my commiuid hu 
ii.<i much right to accune me of murdering the men o 
78th Regiment as Lieut.-ColoncI Outram has. It a itot « 
which affects Lieut. -Colonel Outram and Major-Geact 
Charles Napier alone; it affeets the whole ludiaB army: 
a principle as well aa a special ease, and one which, if decided 
againit mc, will aaeuiedly be a precedent quickly made hm 
of in the army. I assert my perfect innocence of the crinw 
I stand publicly charged with by the Resident of Sattnra, 
and loudly ask for inquirj- into every part of my conduct : 
but this is not the question Loi'd Bipon. The questions I 
ask are 

" 1". Is Lieut. -Colonel Outram subject to the articles of 
war, or is he not ? 

" 2°. la he to disobey orders, and more especiaiiy thcw 
of the Governor- General of India, directed to him upon Um 
particular ease, or is he not ? 

" 3". Is he to hold the government of Scinde Bnd J 
mander of the forces there up to public s 
nious character? and is he to point luc out to the ( 
not only a» unfit to command them from luy i^oi 
but as their murderer ? Is he, or his he not to do i 
things? 

"4°. la Lieut. -Colonel Outram to be rewarded fur J 
conduct by being allowed to hold the highest civil Bppointi 
which a man of his rank c^u hold, or is he not f TboB 
questions Lord Ripon must be decided. I feel such wli- 
auce on the authorities to which I have appealed, thit I 
have waited with great composure for a reply to my fumial 
complaint of Lieut.- Colonel Outram. That a vilo faetian in 
Bombay is labouring to protect Lieut. -Colonel Ootram I am 
well persuaded, but this faction cannot aScct the hi^ 
authorities to which J have appealed. 
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"Your lordnhip 



'la 



I confident that you will not 



ibip says ' 

■offer your fei'lings to lead you to de^-iate from the instruc- 
tions and advice wUich the Govern or- General of India has so 
cnn«idpratfly given to &1I parties concerned.' I know not 
to what your lordebip alludes. I want no ingtruction, and 
BO advice. I know the rnles of the sennce, which I hope 
your lordship will allow are open to me as they are to every 
soldier in the army ? Those niles say, that when a soldier 
has a grievance he is to apply to the constituted authorities, 
who will decide, I am a soldier; I have a grievance; I 
have applied for redress to the proper authorities; and I hope 
they will give me redress. I have remained many months 
perfectly passive ; I have said nothing, done nothing, written 
nothing ; unless your lordship puts faith in the lying editors 
of the Indian newapaperSj who say, or did say, that I was 
writing my defence in the Karrackee Advertiser : I cannot 
imagine that your lordship would believe anything so false; 
especially as I put a contradiction of the malicious report in 
the newspapers and signed it. 

"Your lordship alludes to my brother's con/rouersy with 
Lieut .-Colon el Outram. With that I have nothing to do. 
Had Lieut. -Colonel Outram defended his conduct as a 
political agent in Scinde, and in so doing attacked my con- 
diict as his chief, he was quite welcome. I have neither 
right, nor power, nor wish to silence any man who defends 
his conduct ; hut his letter, which is the subject of nay formal 
complaint, makes no attempt at any defence of his conduct; 
nor does it touch on that period I It is merely a concate- 
nation of accusations against me on matters with which he 
bos not the slightest concern, and which have no more to 
say to the conquest of Scinde, or Li cut. -Colon el Outram, than 
to North America. No I my lord, I have no eon/rovergy 
with Lient.-Colonel Outram: and I protest against being made 
answerable for what my brother publishes, unless where my 
name ia appended ; in which case I consider that I am re- 
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sponsible wliether intended for publication or not: my 
brother is botb able and willing to defend himself, and the 
truth. I shall now close this letter by saying, that if I have 
written warmly my excuse is that I feel deeply wounded at 
what appears to me the tone of your lordship^s letter : a 
desire to smooth over such conduct in Lieut.-Colond Outram 
as I believe was never before ventured upon towards a ge- 
neral oflScer." 



EroC'II XVI. PEKIOD V.-SCISDE, 



SIXTEENTH EPOCH. 



FIFTH PEKIOD. 



<nVfio the fruitless journey to LahorCj Scindian govem- 
xit business had accumulated, and now pressed heavily 
nn the governor in bis weakened hodilv health. The 
tosettled condition of the Punjaub also kept his attention 
and his letters throw new li^^hta upon the recent cam- 
They furnish also lessons of war for those who 
feve wit to comprehend : — speaking most forcibly to great 

I " Journal, April 25th, — Such work as 1 have! Well, I 
1 paid for it, so no grumbling. The Funjaub begins to 
lew signs of being scotched not killed, and much my fear 
■ of being again trotted up there. J cannot go thi-ough it ; I 
e already worked myself to death's door for those wretches 
E directors, the secret committee, and drivelhng Ripon. 
%e last has been the personification of unqualified evil to 
me, and I could cut my hand off for having written kindly 
to him, and say with Cranmer — this unworthy right band! 
Bat I did not sign a falsehood as the old bishop did ; I felt 
■t the time that I forgave him, and more fool was I for 
doing BO : never forgive or trust an idiot. 

"April 26th. — The following note was made at Lahore, 
after having agreed with Sir Henry Ilardingc as to the pro- 
priety of occupying Lahore when he asked my opinion on 
Wt point, which was opposed by people about hiui. 
" 1°. The occupation of Lahore will be called an ado|)tion 
e^ubttidiary system, so justly reprobated; but in fact it 
f be so called with justice, for it will not he to 
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enable a government to oppress a people, but tlie rcver 
is to rescue a government from the military tyranny of ■ 
Lahore prsetoriBU guards I 

" 2° It ia to prevent anoth£r conflict with the Bifl 
government. 

" 3°. After all I have heard and seen, I must donbt 1 
thcr this ai'my could continue hostilities. We want to g 
time for re-organiEini; this most ill -disciplined army, 
present state it is not fit to continue in the field. 

" 4°. The moral effect of occupying Lahore will be fl 
great in all the couutrien around ; it will appear aa a si 
strength, though its real cause is our weakucsa, ' 
makes us unable to face a protracted war — a war whi 
requires 40,000 good troopx, and resuurcea fVir meeting the 
losses which battle and sickness will occasioo, espMiallj 
amongst the European troopa. 

" 5°. The only sound objection to this occupatioa i 
difficulty of the operation. In case of a general riunf 
the Punjauh it would be difficult to support the fgrc 
Lahore. The SikliB arc said to be well fumislied with g 
and their loss of men has been but a lleabite : tbey 1 
not lost 10,000 out of 300,000. Then Goolab Sing, 1 
hates us and is the most astute rascal on ihc face of ( 
earth, may change sides and attack us t The 
therefore ought to be 10,000 men. 

" May 9, M, Genl. W. Napier. — Had war gone forward, 
pretty nearly what you conjectured would Lave been my 
course; only instead of the Bbawalpoor cavalry protecting 
my right flank in moving on Mooltan, Jacob's horse and 
Filegerald'a camel corps would have been tlicre. for the 
auxiliary native troops coiUd not have been trusted with 
any important operation. The Nawab is friendly, all others 
in Bhawalpoor arc hostile : this I discovered on my n 
Between ourselves, a great man in Bhawalpoor was i 
pocket, and would have obeyed my secret orders : 
the campaign was in my hands, as far aa man can li 





h T»r.] 



EPOCH XTI. PERIOD V.-SCINDE. 



423 



lliese things; but if Fortune takes o0encc she will make a 
straw iTiiii an army. I indeed left no stone unturned to 
curry Mooltan by force, acting as if a French niaiehal was 
iti it, but 1 am sui-e there would have been no trouble; pro- 
bably I should have marcbed, with the Nizam of Mooltan as 
an auxiliary, against Lahore, as hard as our legs could have 
carried us. That is to say, if Sir Henry's plan tended to 
that point, but lie never communicated anything to me, nor 
eoujd T discover what his plan was, or whether he intended 
to cberish or crush Mooltan. 

"My preparations were made to meet any order, and to 
the estent of my power force of all kinds was ready, Aa- 
tounded by the inactivity of the main army after Feroshs- 
ohnr I knew not what was going to happen, and never had 
ft line from Hardinge till the 6tii of February, except a mes- 
Mge through Sir George Arthur, to say be bad received 
orders to reinforce me. Then my resolve was, in case of 
disaster in the north, to hold Mooltan and Bhawalpoor, 
trusting to the Beloocb Chiefs of Scinde and to Bombay; 
meanwhile raising all the peasants along the Indus north of 
mv left flank, and compelling All Muorad to stay in my 
camp. 1 am sure of Scinde, our own regiments were not 
more keen to tight the Sikhs than my Itelooch battalions. 
For several days I was in doubt whether I could venture on 
•o great a game to aid our main body in distress; or 
whether to fall back on Scinde, sure of defending it against 
all comers. In the last case the whole population of both 
banks of the Sutlege, and of the Itavee, would have poured 
down on Hardinge and Gough, which decided me to stand 
- if needs were to advance, but not to go back. My 
^ was a inaiitEuvring one, my confidence in it was great, 

I my intent was to make my whole march from Sukkur 
■ the banks of the Sutlege a drill as well as a serious ope- 

ion. All knew this and expected il, and were wiger for 
L except the Bengal troops with me; but the right spirit 

old have been infused into them in three days, for they 
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csa be made unj'tliing of : Uiey are good iu tbemselviM fl^ 
not well UugliU 

" You Mv, ' Bui when the Pnnjaab is conquered V No* 
mv miDd has long si&tx bc<m made up on that subject, 
win be an arduous job, nod nothing could induce t 
nndertalLe the goveniDient of it but Lord Ellcnboro 
being gorernor- general. I havt; exhausted inyselfJ 
Sciude; and what has enabled me lo govern it in 
the power Lord Etleaborough gave me, and which i 
daily dries up! I cuntiot get a letter answered, nnd'fl 
things are in arrears. Do not mention this as it would II 
like complaining of Hardinge, who has hiiuself bad | 
much to do, and it will come all right now I dar« say. 
Punjaub will require immense exertions, and Dot to be r 
by me when a volume of correspondence is imposed on*! 
appointment of every constable. AU you tell nic about tat 
battles 1 know from Hardinge; and know also what the man 
must go through who attempts to put things right when 
till is bad : the staff rule, not the general. A new man will 
huve them all against him, and also all the luxurious, aud all 
the idle. To do the work would require such thorough sup- 
port as could hardly he cipceted by me, for the b«t men 
view matters differently. 

' \a to Lord Ripon I did not answer him till I was cooi- 
1 able to write temperately. .Another n)nud)in letter j| 
! fi-om him ; he will have nn answer in the same t 
i will grow tired or angry as he pleases : my pen i 
good as his, or it must be as bad a.i bis speeches. He t 
me of his having praised me on the vote of thanks for the^ 
Sullegc battles, and I suppose fancies me to be flattered. jZ^ 
will keep in temper if I cnu with all, hit my enemies a^^ 
hard as possible without giving any public hold upon mc bi^'"' 
the least intcniperance, and by success try to keep piU 
opinion on my side ; though I know that public i 
indifferent whether I am sliot, batigi.-d, or traduced, or n 
a peer of. And just as indifferent am I to its opinio 
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fear Sir G, Arthur is very ill ; which grieves me, for half 
his faults spriug from timidity. 

"The same, 17th May. — You have had my plan of in- 
tended movements. One day only I gave for crushing Mit- 
teukottr, the fleet uf boats was tu unite my columns on each 
bank, and my design was to make the most rapid march 
possible from Chai-chur, opposite Mitten, to Atuk on the 
Sutlege, so as to cross that river before the Moollan man 
knew what we were at. Moreover there was a. man in my 
hand there also, and I well knew Mooltan was mine in so 
many marches. Still my march was to be in one colunni, 
deluding Ali Moorad ; he would have weakened me, as his 
people would have plundered the Bhawalpoor country, and 
the two chiefs would have been fighting before I made two 
marches, 

" I not only could have had Mooltan, but been in full 

march before any one expected it ; either along the Sutlege 

or the Ravce, or on Lahore, ju»t as Hardingc pleased. And 

most probably, I will say certainly, I would have raised the 

population in our favour all along the Indus to Dera Ishmuel 

Khan. Yes William, I would have struck a ])owerful blow 

for Hardingc, had he been either embarrassed or victorious. 

Had be chosen to conquer all he has, and added Mooltan, 

taking the line of the Ravee, we could have worked in the 

field up to this very day, and given the Punjaubees such a 

rasping as would have left no doubt bow matters stood. We 

could have occupied Mooltan safely, for with many inquiries 

I find that it is healthy; and as Ali Aebar said to mc — 

' When did you see a sick or feeble man from Mooltan ? ' 

^^a " We could have had the line of the Ravec at Icaat. But 

^^Htn afraid to say what I think. First, it would look like a 

^^Mure to censure Hardinge, whom I love, for he is a noble 

^»Bow. Second, it would look as if my wish was to get 

Cough's place, which would be false: he also is a noble 

J«Qow, but he owes Hardinge a debt of which he is not 

Third, it would appear boastful ; but to you I say 
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that until at Lahore I had no idea of how much could h 
beeQ done. Yet nill I also say, that taking all thiug> inl 
consideration, the bad state of the army, the want of ditd 
pline, mass of baggage &c. Hardinge could not bat 
more. His long absence from all mtlitaiy work made hlot 
am sure feel unable to take full command : he filt he b 
and he has, the great principles of war all right, but not t 
details, which spring from praetice and arc required to i 
good work : there is no Aladdin'tt lamp for diaciplin 
hand was in, and I had the Bombay troops, European 
irrogular troo(>8, and many active Bengal oflScers, with wh) 
I would have worked rapid reform of the Beiig:aloe« ss M 
moved, and, I do think, have done more than has been dofl 

" Plan there has been none, for Hardinge kept me C 
which assures me lie hud no plan. Yes ! we could 1 
worked in the field to this I7th day of May, or say the first 
of May : all February, all March, all April was in our hands, 
and had things been previously right all January, and I 
good week in December. We ought to have had Labt 
and more than we now have on the 1st of Janiiary. 
science and thought in war I aee is nonsense — all is f 
Uannibal, Caesar, Alexander, Napoleon, Wellington ' 
just lucky men; skilful, hut without the luck their i 
would have served them nothing. Well, sll is victorioij 
grand I Admirable I a lot of noble fellows are dead, I 
England is satisfied : Waterloo is reacted. George disagc* 
_ with Bunbury I am told, and says, ' Ob t all will be v 

^h rioua.' So it is, and therefore I say science and study I 

^M all nonsense, foresight a humbug, for there i 
^1 power at work that laughs us all to scorn. That power 1 
^1 decided that our India is yet to rise, and the mure we blundj 
^1 the greater shall we be : in a hundred years we sliall 1 
^V our stations od the llelniond and the Oxus. 
^B " I had collected camels and everything wanted ' 

^1 gr(;at labour and rapidity, and was on the eve of havitig a 
^1 whole force united at Ruree when I got the order 10 go I 
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Hsqioor, wbifh half killed me; hardly could I speak 
lout teai-s; 1 did not think anythinj; rould have so 
id me J and my work has been enough to kill a horse. 
Sir G. Arthur behaved right well, though his government 
did not; and from Lcird Ripou's speech it is clear Arthur 
t«ok credit for it : he wns right. He has indeed always sup- 
ported me in war, and I will always feel obliged to him ; yet 
I cannot trust him, because, the luoment Lord Ellenborough 
went he showed the cloven foot. 

_^ " You ask me for the history of the Sikh artillery ? It is 
Mw- A gun is a god, and the men are ready to die at their 
^ona; our people killed them there. The god won't run 
«»-ay, iior ivill hia worshippers run away from him ; but the 
infantry do run away, and ho the gunners are killed and the 
gone taken. The first man wounded has his blood smeared 
over the god, and the last man is therefore more desperate, 
more devoted than the first. This accounts for so many 
puns being taken, but our artillery waa worth a dozen of 
theirs notwithstanding. Much as I am disappointed with 
the Bcugal army the material is nuble, it is folly which baa 
^uit them ; they seem as if always commanded by a staff, 
■pi by a general-in-chicf. Lord Ripon wrote to me thua, 
Bftf Court 1^ Ditectors had views of their own. My answer 
was, So have I, so had the Couneil of Ten at Venice what tketf 
nttirdereti their auccesgful CoitdolHert, Carmagnole. He won't 
like this, but he may get plainer language. I care tor nubody 
but Lord Ellenboroi^h — at this moment the littk chap, 
Charlie MacMurdo, came to my elbow, as much as to say, 
/ am aomfhody." 

Now came the most terrible scene of his wliole life, a 
imitigated horror and terror and anguish, from 
lich thouaaiids lied in wild desperation to perish miserably 
the thousands they left behind had perished while they 
were flying. In this dreadful crisis Charles Najiicr rose 
with even more than his usual moral greatness, and shewed 
laelf indeed a man fitted for command in every difficulty 
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and danger whiitcYer form they took. H<?re the fonn 1 
cholera, and sixty thoitsaud persons perished! Amidst I 
pi'stilence he strove nighl and day, preserving order, gin| 
comfort to the dying, and courage to all. 

" IM. Genl. W. Napier, Jane 19. — Our misfortune has ■ 
deed been very terrible. The cholera had ragvd among ll 
natives for some weeks, and in the night of the 14-tli i 
struck the Europeans ; except on the deck of the Zeno| 
tiic like of the 86th hospital could not be paralleled I 
then attacked the 60th; then ihe Bombay Europeans; 1 
the native regimcntB; and from the 14tb until yestcr 
raged with a horrible vehemence : had it lasted thrrc i 
mori; our nhole station must have beeu dt^stroyed. Cm 
butchers, bakers, ail died or fled, and the country is said 
be strewed with carcasses : terror prevented fugitives t 
recollecting that thi^ would have neither water nor kid, i 
^belter from the fierce sun which now rage; in all its \>r>m 
but the disease must be with tlicm, and to fall and di 
the same thing. The confusion has been so grent t 
am unable yet to collect all the returns, even of the 1 
pcans, but my fear ia that upwards of 400 of my n 
soldici-8 have fallen victims to this mysterious disease. 
or eight officers have been ill, but one ouly has died: 
tacked the finest and the strongest men. 

" My first step was to separate the regiments as qnid 
as my deficienc}' of carriage enabled me, but nothing stopi 
the progress of the disease during the first three days ; 
that, in the night of the 17th, its virulence seemed mitigi 
On the 18th, the character of the disease bcctune ii 
milder, and this day not above 13 or 15 soldiers have d 
and the medical men erpect that to-morrow it 
wholly passed away. This stmuge disease defies 
III some it appeared by violent convulsions, dreadful t 
hold; iu others nil was calmness, they came into I 
placid and silent, and not one of these quiet ones lived n 
liours : the cries of the others were very painful to b 



BBcb V 

^prater 

cm el 

hadV 

broke 

Bid. 
ell. 
le ( 



Hlh Yetr.] EPOCH XVI. PBKIOD V.-BCINDE. 429 

B " I believe a doctrine obtains among medical men that 
Hntcr is bad in cholera. This appears to be a great error ; 
Rpnoe of the most violent cases appeared to give way to re- 
peated draughts of cold water : at first this was thrown up, 
but after two or three times remained on the stoniach and 
the patient recovered. All were calling for water, and eape- 
iaily soda-water, of which thousands and thousands of bot- 
B were drunk. I greatly encouraged the surgeons to give 
because, seeing death was inevitable I thought it 
~cnielto add intense thirst. And by a strange accident I 
had happened to see, on the very morning before the disease 
broke out, an advertisement as to the beneficial effects of 
pld water : the description was exactly what I observed in 
Jkt hospital und I am persuaded that the remedy is right. 
: summer is hot beyond anything we have bad since we 
occupied Seinde. 

" Tell Henry his letter of rage at my not being made a 
p eer reached me. I am not the least in a rage at it j but 
^HK now what value to put upon the hypocritical fine speeches 
^^■Ikile about me in Parliament. The not noticing my appeal 
^■^lainst Otitram is another question; the Oovermncnt has a 
I right to its own judgment in advising the Queen to bestow 
honours, but has no right to refuse me justice." 

" P.S. by his daughter. Papa is working himself to death. 
Ever airiee this dreadful cholera broke out, he has been twice 
a day round the buspitals ; but he has done so much good, 
for it cheers the poor men so seeing him among them. 
Except fatigue from this over-exertion aud anxiety be is in 
his usual health, and the rest of us are well, though wchave 
1 great anxiety about John's poor little girl, who is 
iwever to-day pmnounced out of danger. Her recovery 
B been something wonderful. She seemed at the point of 
tathj and father aud mother had said good-bye to her for ever, 
■e are happy, and in spirits again at this happy recovery, 
[ the eliolera is abated, so we are getting all as usual 
The nights are very oppressive and hot, hut the days 
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set* ia we aball I; 



dtoldl 



pivlty cool, and when the i 
Qutliing I hope to coiupUi 

This hopeful anticipatioD was soon stiHed andcr a fca 
load of misery. Mt»iiwhilc, 7000 persona in the t 
more thao a third ; ami above 50,000 oiiti^ide hui died. 
was indeed a terrible visitation, yet ouc that would 1 
been mucli alleviated if his uigeut repeated solicitational 
k-avi! to bring the Mulluree river tg the town had l 
attended to ! It was an sfllicting retrospect. 

" June 30th. — The horrors of the cholera arc not yet o 
one hundred uiid twenty died in the town yesterday, I 
fiK)d has become scarce, for all the ueighbouiing people 
with their cattle. It is said to be travelling towarda Eo] 
if it reaches you tell yom- doctors that cold water is tl 
remedy, if anything be a remedy. At first a few rec 
under this treatment ; then perhaps half. It is not p 
a remedy, but nature craves it, and the idea that it d 
barm is erroneous. Several men who have recovered b 
the water did it; to add the liurrurs of thirst to thm 
death in pain, or rather agonies, is dreadful. Hiip 
have a soda-water manufactory here, and 1 imagine j 
than 40,000 bottles were drunk in the week. 

" I do not pi-eteud to say I am not chagrined at b 
marked man by the government. This bus been mai 
dent from nothing having been done for any of my a 
the hill campaign, which would not have been the case nnt 
any other general. Then I have no auawcr abont ( 
ram. As to rewards, I can only act as 1 have always [ 
feasedj those who arc to receive them are not the r 
dictate what they shall be. Uardinge and Gough are I: 
my seniors. It is true that Smith ia only a coloiic] and 
made a baronet : this is very marked; why I know not, a 
do I care. I have worked, and do work from motivnj 
honour aud right feeling, and beC4tuse I love work : tf I 
for whom I work have not the same right feeling 1 
belp it. To me however, it is not half bo bad ns 1 
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breaking through all their ovm rules to make Colonel Eng- 
land a K.C.B., leaving you and othei-s unnoticed! Yet I 
would Tiot exchange my campaign and your history of it, 
^^(ir that of the Sutltge tvhen historj' begins to diseect it. 
^^■"I cBunot under any affront or even insult resign till 
^^■ir the monsoon ; for if I did, be assuivd they would »p- 
^^Hrint Outram, who would find his woy here by Guzerat and 
Culch, lo lord it over me before my family could be got off. 
\o I Nolhing shall make mc resign till the post is open. 
1 and Lord Ripon I There never was a man so easily 
iled ea I, by a fellow assuming generosity of feeling 
irda me. Lord Ripon is not a rascal by nature, but is 
|ireak of intellect that rnncals do what they please with 
, snd make him act like one of themsclvea. By the end 
e mon«xin I shall see more of the plans of tny enemies 
f Bombay, who nile Lord Ripon : one is going to his 
fatben., Sir Arthur— I forgive him his sins. The doctors 
think I have asthma; perhaps it is, or water ou the chest : 
□either arc entertaining, yet one pants after both I 

" 1 know not if it was wise, but I told Hardingc ihat in 
bU position I would seize the whole Punjnub this winter : 
e can be no Sikh government, it is humbug to suppose 
We lake all their money and pretend to set them up ! 
Biy their money was their only strength! If this game 
I played to get out of a scrape it was right to set up a 
; hut when the troops are withdrawn from Lahore 
t game of moderation will end and that of annexation 
The hj'pocrisy of calling it 'moderation' eunnot 
■ be concealed ; it was a trap, a trick to get out of the 
.J and if Hardingc does not tnke the Piinjaub next winter 
he will commit an error : if he does, where is our modera- 
tion ? I really wish they would restore the Ameers : it 
would give a lesson. I sec Hume praposes it: I suppose he 
U loan [ Cholera fast abating, thank God I" 



r the blow c 



e home. 



^Jttly 8th. A man must go through what he is bom for. 



^SE z:j% :? — ^rig jjlxis SAnsi. [ism. 



I ifcnagfct mj large fimuly 
7>^%:^ i&*T ■! sax^ uxtL jct Viy loki Ws hUen I He vu 
^crrx!& IT- -iifiera jomn: 3c» ^^'cixk jviCerdiT ai we were 
Ts:Tn&£ wwn tx nmnsr. m£ jc %& lie bo knser existed ! I 
XfcTt^ v^3 nanr oe. nc 3uc ok is facb dreadful aconies 
cxui ilmT si juur i&at mnctfcnx wboi be became tnn- 
tlL Bii "in*! 23ir^i. Hr hetsi s alsHiss bn>kcn WUIiam: 
r v:k mssii-x t f Mi£ AsiL M^x*. aad I baiv now to tell hii 
T-iir v-ni I vi-miii 3I1C leSL jhc xi^s ; Dfiiber cbe nor her 
HiL-caf 7^ £3iiw X fOif IKS^M wx to be told anjthiiig last 
r^r. ^ir stif > m :3e ev» .-f c^Sd-birth : if sbe dies! 
"^zii. I lOL izTjait: tj wnae- 

* T^:r«? r HIT jzr '3»f skf •.'^ ccben it would be hard for 
nc ^j irTfaT 1:7 aouiK "u^ fccr;^ bat bit strensth and 
it^LHi <^2i lii^ "Jir X. G.*^ Ksi tba: xnv wife's mav : it 
xi'. 1 "^^i. .:.:'- c^* tir-icri sif-'y, 'S do* she will scarcely 
?t li- ^i- ::.-*:—- Tz)i T»x-ir IrLrt .'i-i'* illness has worn mv 
« .-. ::'. ? .• zi.LT. - vi-iaL* fir ■»i-"t 4:;ended it : the child 
I ■ .-; I' r LJi'i ii'i :l«:c li; r:* Tur^:zrs, would not 20 to 
^;' ::. Titt ;;j ■ :f5:c^ T;sC;riiT J .-in ar.d I laid this little 
■'^.. * .: ■'j^ r~i'; T:-iiT I sjjull liv him there I It i? 1 

> « a 

' 1^— w l"^M-a. H: '»t> ▼jciir^ »::h '::< all vcsterdav mom- 

:: * :: .:•: . £•:•:- Lz-i Ji 1 fiw r:-ir« was cone! ^^^lat is 

. iL.; .: :^:~': "-■ ii-> * H:s :r.:rier WJliam is sadlv cut 

; : - s> : a' f.>c cr^-i: zrrx: : zi^ si^h: was terrible in the 

;■ >.T 1-0.5^ : :: ~ *•; 7 .c^ I>: TTV:*i ;Le uerres. Your's and 

'■- -- > J.— i!> ;.i .' *:*!:•;. V-: I rear bein^ unable to ansircr 

:ju :. '.J-s- :. J-1 ?.ct iijs x V-sin^e^ hare accumulated, for 

' - .. C -i.T c" :lr.*i^ ill r:v work in those terrible davs. 

H,i *' ij.Tr:-5i!s« r. "u-T^ ,-- nie, bu: I must not let the work 

1 Lzr rj^.l " 'c f \?."'~r^*: >? reelected. Dear brother we all 

;,,,;rrjL. J-S i^>.. — I have lost my journal from 26th 
Atc.\ *3l scricr :btfc s-xbins: but great suflTering has been 
r.A :*:.'. J.iu's £r« ilbaess; then his cbfld's ; and then 
tic xrr.rltf cib.C;:ir» wLicb swept off my soldiers ; and, oh 
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OikI ! its liist blow strurk down Biy beloved nephew after he 
anil T had laid his child in its grave, I laid him by her 
side; he who from his infancy I had saved and eheriahed, 
and whom I so loved. Merciful God, how heavily the hand of 
the evil spirit strikes! but we go to Thee and the struggle 
ends ! My time cannot be very distant. I have no wish to 
hapten it; and my whole mind is bent to correct myself and 
be indifferent about worldly happinefs, which is out of my 
reach : hopeless to uie ! 

" They have marked me also as a public man. There are 
Hardingc's letters calling me up from Roree to his head- 
quarters, because things were in danger and he thought 
I was the man lo pull them through. I am not so vain oa 
to think they had no other; but they thought so, and the 
army thought bo, and I have the governor- general' 8 letter 
saying so. The government at home have of course copies, 
for the letters are official, and yet they have made Gough 
a baron, Smith a baronet and grand cross, though but a 
colonel, and for one victory 1 To aay this is insulting me 
would scarcely be too strong in the opinion of the world; 
but a man who won two great victories, saved an array, con- 
quered a rich kingdom, and tamed eighteen thousand robber- 
men who had before repeatedly defeated our troops and dis- 
graced our arms ; he who has tranquillized uud organised the 
government of Scinde sueeesafuUy, ruling it also successfully 
for three years and a half, might surely expect to be noticed: 
— might expect to have equal honours with a colonel whose 
one victory was preceded by some disaster; or with the man 
whom he was called up to supersede in command. 

"I care nothing (or a peerage; bnt talking as it were, 
goisip, I have a better right to a peerage than one, and to 
a baronetcy — which I would not accept — than the other ! 
But all these things must become history-, and noodle Ripon's 
' campaign without an error,' bis phrase in the house, will be 
found one huge error. How I run on with this 
^^anything to divert my mind from misny. There i 
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Ilhn ■■■■iiiiiil m time I 1 
■rtad of HafTT Siu^K «1k> U 
^— ftfcw. »i k t) illi I ^ tfat he t- been r 
fer b* ^» Ac 4Hlr B^ ikiC Kttd «itfa sDf tacncc and ^ 
iBa^BOiliAeK. Had 1 1« in his pUev I vmilil, iflcr 
tfn^ ha* CMMsd the aver, panoed the rxiairf a mile or 
tmm^ thn wknM » a^ kft aad narchnl mpidlv aloDg the 
^Ac iMk tf lb Sathfv ^aa the pcnuDent cam|i at So- 
ba^^fMbe dc caCnchBd caoDp of the SiUu tm tlic oUia 
aiit, Ihe ■aaoic they f umw j ike ticad of my coIqidii, 
abiaK Ar4th ^ after the hattK ther vunld, if nat before, 
hawt Wgw> t» t i Mii thegcnUqiAiBenta at Sobraon. No 
^^taa; auM anJa a farther eqiiaBstioa : the whole pmc 
^hU haac Wea ia «ar hmdi. That dooe I would hare 
anaAed ita^^ aa Iah«c^ and in thne daya beat before 
it li^^C ^— g^ ** *>^ At* 0^ iBJ rear : then was a great 
SMf^ hM it waa a-l plnnL" 

1h^ «^ h^w aocB and those who ban ptcMrrd lo 
Aeaaehna the atal ^ th« hnai; and pmnp of eastern gtt- 
voBia^ wfl he a ai yi iwJ , pErhapa disgusted with tbc cun- 
: «f Ae faM ow i^ letter, ehming witb irlut 
CT^ (fiacomfort for the raier, a pcnple 
aan heaaA ^avoacd. 

--U.Gc^W.!C^icr,JalrS4.— Taarlettenfbmid me not 
«bIj ia pcai iikiina bat with note buuneas than usual ; 
aad kaa M^aib far gonraaiaitJiaaae not beiog Guiahnl I 
hana aa lanm Poor Miainr and her child arc is our bc<I- 
laaa^ aUth aaa abo <i«ir parloar. Wc sle^rp in oar hall, 
smI ia thn fljaalr the doon are only Venetian bUndi, m . 
dat ac Bi^ht 8» vdl be all in one num : thia vihcn tl 
■a mmA to ik> ia a scnous intermptioD ; but a frcah I 
adi aaoa be ready and clear me of this preesure. 
■ad her Gttk girl are well, but I am uueasy about V 
he acesB «^, bat is so thin, sj cast down about 1 
ther^ dsath, tud always bavioi; hiaiaelf aomc 
■Bixtf tt MoudetmUe. I am indeed in the i 



^tfa Year.] EPOCH XVI. PERIUD V.-8CISDE. 435 

'Hke one on a high mountaiu with clouda arouad his head. 
John gone, hia widow and child on my hands; William 
delicate, Susan not free from fever. 

" All kindnesa is experienced fram Hardinge, but he gives 
me no answer to letters of great importance. I am sure he 
leaves all to the civilians, and they, out of spite, won't an- 
swer : it looks at least veiy like it. Shere Mohamed, the 
Lion, has sent ambassadors to nie, offering his swovd; I 
have referred him to the governor- general. I wUl take no 
more abuse for the sake of tlie Ameers, let the directors 
please themselves. I have had a letter from Lord E, which 
abows me how angry he is : one of his expresaious is stronger 
^baa Icancopy,feuringmyletter!nay mm.- — but be continues 
HJBtU- 'No mau who kuows anything at all of military 
HiBurs would hesitate to place your campaign in the hills, last 
^Rir, far above all that has been done by generals on the 
ntutlege, and to award you the superiority without reference 
H|B Meeanee or Hydrabad.' He is true as steel in his feelings 
H^nrards me, but is trying to avoid any collision on personal 
HbouDds, whether relating to me or himself, as he thinks at 
Jpb moment the welfare of the country is being sacrificed to 
^■Bae feelings. He assures me he shall be delighted to quit 
Hftce, being prevented fi'om acting with justice towards the 
^biy> which he terms ' a justly-dissatisflcd service.' The 
^bly bendit he has conferred on the navy has been his iin- 
HbrUal administration of jiatronage, which may render a 
Hntoni ' to the old system of jobbing somewhat difGcult for 
^Ksnccessor.' His successors have exposed that eri'Or 1 
^^ " From Lord Ripou a retiring letter of excuses has come, 
^B answer to my charge against him. However I wont 
Hourel. A strong hitter can make his friend's nose bleed 
^■BCnigb he has the gloves on ! Peerages arc now won by a 
^■pocatenation of blunders, and all England proclaims by 
^■edunatioa that no blun^ was committed! Even the bit- 
Bbnieas of whig hostility cannot discover errors washed down 
Biy huge draughts of blood unnecessarily shed ! It cannot 
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tW ifni W fiffotrd tkit Joho Bull enjoys i masacre: be 
waesf' ft^es a Cabool caniMge to a bloodless day's work. 
nif9Y » 90 dkdDctioii Bade between tbe priTate and the 
emiiniwwVr. Titr caD tbcse late battles ' qtlendid ttdoria* 
SqnaAi iasfim of Enropean eouragr if yon wfll, wliidi 
OKski tiif fmeral tbrooeb. Splendid indeed ! 

"^ I iUB icnd TOQ €r Lord EUenborongh, this mail, a 

foonaafi is aj^oeiixm to that laid before parliament about 

^ rma ff Scsade. One of my great outlays has bren 

TSoc «f T^nrratsUr deansuur tbe canals. This has hitherto 

Ikcz i^mt ky ife kardan at a vfld dieating rate, to whicb 

9r- AeA c««U be pat. Nov, from the first I hare been 

licTmm? a csnal dcpamnent; it has cost much pains and 

iDiiDfT. liuT )s» taken «:annrTs and lerels all over Sonde for 

nif ili.ir.'iCfii ocracixation of canals and irrigation of the 

mxiL Ix Ortc«ber h viD take the whole of the canals out of 

ai; iiia>S« rf Af kanlans. who are the natives employed in 

cari asCTjrt ^> i» eT«Tthin<: relative to revenue. Hitherto 

lif IifcTis ias crMi«?d aad destr?ved the hanests at its 

CLTrj."^- Ir JzDC aad July the country is one great expanse 

*c wiCifr. aad tie CTain shoots up like magic; suddenly 

i.*wT ^.vs lie irrer and all is parched up by the terrible 

«3- T^ craiB iears this for some time, the earth holding 

ir»:cjCrr!f. iz>c if a j^Nvnd rise of water comes grows rich 

«j>£ b»TT : r-c: if the river does not rise in time, or enouirh, 

#c Tifiriart? soc a: aD. the crop perishes altogether. 

"• X."««^ whi ow sjnstem of sluices, all the great feeders 

w.^I Swocic loQg ranks, plentifully supplying the grain by 

hrije Sfid drains till ripe, when the sluices will be opened 

ari :be canals cleaned out. The water spreads now wildly 

ofYT :be wbo4e scrfaci* of the land, and where that happens 

i*> Ke a low IoyJ ii lies untfl the sun of August and Sep- 

wrnSfT draes up the swamp ; then a rich mixed vegetation 

oc imiis and wf>ed$ springs up with a full crop of fever ! 

TW »>:^ tkink I am going to starve them in such parts, 

hat wiH «NMi find out that thejr have a command of water 



and little fe 
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In the higher grounds, where they now 

cunnot keep the water, or do not get it at all, they see the 

good of the Dew plan ; aud that, if water cannot be brought 

upon their ground direct, it will still be brought bo elose 

that hy means nf the Persian wheels they cau get plenty. 

I thus hope next year to see the lirat action, the A B C, of 

luy sluice system begun, and in ten or twenty yeara it will 

be thoroughly understood, and make Seindc a vast farm for 

cotton, indigo and wheat, with various other grains, aud 

iber also. I defy any man tu doubt the riches of an 

ivial soil with a hot sun, and good scientific irrigation." 

It wau part of the directors and the Bombay sehemes to 

iresent Seinde, in 1S16, as a waste of sand, a dead weight 

Indian revenue. Now, in 1856, tliey aic as loud in call- 

for railroads, on the gi-ound of the wonderful natural 

cs and advantages of Seinde ! 

We want jit-opk- and agricultural schools, but I can get 
no answers to letters. For two years have I tried to get all 
answer confirming or abolishing my treaty with AH Moorad, 
and I still remain without even a iiotice ! The officers of 
the uregtdar corps do not appear in the Gazette, and there- 
fore are forced to draw their pay on account. 1 have not less 
ihau seventy thousand pounds of what is called ' inefficient 
balance ' in my treasury, i. e. money advanced to people, or 
for other things, by order of government but without 
regular sanction. The sanction comes indeed at last, but 
with procrastination, which keeps the accounts open and 
the people discontented and inconvenienced. You see how 
ninny ways the civil servants and the inimical military 
departments have of winging, or rather disabling me, for 
that is the only worry it gives. Hardiugc is not vigorous 
enough to prevent this: Ellenboi-ough did. If I made a 
fight, the result would he that Ilardinge and myself would 
be ovemhelmed with ai» enormous correspondence — some 
two or three quires of paper from each department. Then 
depurtmeut is in close connection with three or four 
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others, and all would unite to prove lliey were all quite right ; 
and after two or three ycara of hard work, Hardingc would 
be quite convinced that I was very jealous, very i]l-judgiiig, 
and very ill- informed. 

" This I cannot face, and bo limp on with the government, 
compelled to Bubmit to the intsugible hostility of civil wid 
military departments working in coteries. I have onre or 
twice gained my points, but the gHme is not worth the 
caudle, especially as that candle is my strength, my life. 
Wherever it relates to justice for individuals, or bodies, I am 
stiff and gnarled as an old ti-ee ; but where it regards go- 
vernment only 1 let things go their own gait; the public 
loses, but it is not my fault. In short 1 am unable to carry 
on a contest of this nature : had I even bodily strength il 
would com|)el me to abandon things of far more omsc- 
quence ; and as I will not sacrifice primary to secondary 
matters the latter must take their chance. There is hut one 
thing to be done, '/aire ee gt^itfaut, arrive ce qu'il pourm,' 
Time will probably put all to rights : if it does not a clesr 
conscience remains. 

" That I imagine does not belong to Captuin Jacob. I 
have heard that an officer at Hydrshud has had Outraui'i 
book for three weeks, though it has not yet publicly reached 
Seinde, and none of my friends have been able to get sight 
of it; the owner meantime lending it to n coterie to read, of 
course to fonn a party agntnst me. Jacob is the msui I Lbvp 
strong reason to believe, yet I will not judge till I know that 
he was the man. If it be so be is a grul«ful gcnlli-- 
niaii. I have done more for him than for any nmn in the 
Seinde army. I shall however take no notice of him if he is 
the person ; I will not make a partizan business of my nffair 
with Outram while governor of Scindc, and eommandiiig the 
troops, or I should be unfit for command. I believe that if 
Brown Dr. Gibbon and Stanley, be excepted, there is not 
one of the political set 1 found at Sukkur who is not lay 
secret enemy. Fitzgerald belonged then to the Seinde 
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Horse, but I believe him to be as true and honest as possible^' 
— ^he was so. 

** Time cannot be expended on these worries^ though^ as 
Montagu McMurdo says^ it vexes one to find a man turn 
out so ungrateful. There are plenty of such sort of traitors 
about me— plenty too much as the natives say : — be it so^ it 
will not shake me. There are some honest and true gentle- 
men whom I can trusty a man cannot expect more ; and he 
who has no concealments can defy spies^ boards of control^ 
courts of directors^ and all ^uch-like. If I can hold Scinde 
with tranquillity during 1847^ and then give over my govern- 
ment my work will be honestly done, and I shall have given 
England more than I ever took from her. Without this 
wind*up my account ought not to close : it is the proof of 
a sum in addition by cutting off the top line. A fcehug of 
doing honest service, and justice to my own reputation 
demand this arrangement, and my health will bear one more 
hot season here. People say that I have remained here too 
long for health, but my strength is best known to myself, 
and another summer I will risk, though two would be too 
much; they judge from my extreme weakness, forgetting 
that it was caused by the accursed journey to Lahore, to 
mortification and dysentery combined: these would have 
killed half the men of my age in India 1 My hope is for a 
quiet winter, but if there be war I shall insist on being at 
the head of the Scinde troops, or at the head of the Indian 
army : I will not be second, except to the governor-general, 
who I know must depend on me. 

*' I have just gotten our accounts in for 1845-6, ending 
last April. We have realised thirty-one lacs and some odd 
thousands. Our increase is apparently very regular. The 
first year the revenue was at the rate of 18 lacs, for we did 
not commence collection until June. The next year, with 
quiet and more experience, gave 27 lacs ; this year we have 
five lacs more, and last month we realised three lacs, or 36 
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for the year. The cullectors think it will increase to 100 
lacs in a few years. Scinde is a rich conquest. 

" My system of ruling does not suit the directors. They 
are so sick of me that I mean to ask the Queen's leave to 
take the nflnie of Ipecacuanha Nopier, and then publish a 
book of my government, with n fnintisjm-cc showing the 
board of control and directors all vomiting: a bottle of 
]>hysic shall be on the table, and their names over their 
heads, Itipon's first, but as Astell is the ' most obtlinale man 
in Englatid,' his medicine shall have a double action. My 
rorrcctions of the statements made iu parliament about our 
revi-nue will go off by this mail. 1 shall send it to Lord 
Ellenborough and Lord Ripou, and 1 see no reasoD why it 
Bhriuld not be made public, but do not know the law about 
coutradicting parliamentary papers. My wish is to have u)y 
correspondence with Lord Ripou moved for in the house," 

Lord Kipon stifled tbe corrections and the false state- 
ments were adopted I 

" I read my Bible like other virtuous men, and lake 
advice; and 1 wish Joe Hume plenary success, and that the 
Ameers may be restored, and our troops withdrawn as h« 
desires : in one nionlh anarchy would be at its height ; or 
say one year, for it is unsafe to prophecy in these tbings, the 
poor bear so much and so long before they resist. But the 
poor of Seinde have now justice, work, high wages; tlic 
rich have all they had, and more, for they can now keep 
thiir riches; the meiTlmuts have security: all have gaintrd 
by the vast diminution uf taxation, and twcnty-thou'^ad 
soldiers spend money amongst them. Let the Ameers be 
restored and the poor will get plenty of work but no wages, 
no justice ; the rich will be plundei'ed to form u fre^h trea- 
sury; every chief will iliL'n be at the mercy of some Ajuecr 
to turn him out of his jagbirc ; the Hindoo uierchaiils 
will be squeezed, and all (he old heavy taxes will be put m 
again : all this will end in tliruat-cutting by tbc people, whfl 
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are expert sind like the anmsement when safely to be prac- 
tised. Lord Rjpon hits not perhaps rueeived the balance 
■licet frum me, hut he has one from Calcutta, or may hi 
it : however he shall have it. I never wanted him to take 
my calculations, the public clerks calculate; but where has 
he found those received froui me erroneous ? As you say, 
be probably takes Outram's calculations. 

" From Shere Mohamed's vakeela, when they came to 
offer me bis sword, I got much infonnation. Five princes 
of the Talpoor house fell at Dubba, with an immense number 
of minor chiefs. The Ameer himself was close to the village, 
and the crowds we saw at first, hurrying to their right, were 
the chtcfa with their followera haatLning to receive their last 
orders from him. From the vakeel's account their Dum- 
bcra were very great. The Lion was eight coss, or about 
twelve miles, frum Meeanee when a messenger from the other 
Ameers told him of the defeat: be bad then 12,000 men, and 
WuUee Chandia had 10,000 on my rear, ten miles off. His- 
tory will detect no exaggeration in my dispatches, but the 
levcrse. On the 18th I should not have had less than 60,000 
Uiemies in my frant. 1 should however have defeated them 
all on the position they occupied ; for it was contracted, and 
Ibey could not have engaged more than they did at om 
1>at liad Shcre Mohamed passed their flank and pushed on 
through the woods to join WuUee Chandia they would have 
defeated me, or obliged us to fall back on the Indus without 
fighting a battle. 

" We might have made good a retreat, but I doubt it; 
my troops were too young to bear retreating under fire. I 
could do it now perhaps, being better used to my work and 
known to the troops. But all this is imagination, scici 
in war is nonsensieal, bull-dogs are at a premium ! The 
great thing is to halt two mouths on the field of battle after 
a victory, within forty miles of your enemy's cajiital; then 
to let him cross a river under your nose and entrench ; then 
lose two thousand men in storming those entrenchments; 
11 ^ 
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taking care meaiiwliile to have no atu munition in your 
to rtfiist au attack, tliua seeking an opportunity for dis] 
iiig the power of the bayonet I It is disgusting to 
paign of unsurpassable errors praised to tbe skies as faultlen 
— errors also, resulting in enormous carnage. 

" Henry Napier, Augast 3, — This summer has been to 
me one of great misery privately, and diasppointincnt pub- 
licly — about tbe campaign, not the peerage, Tlic joumej- 
to Laliore and back was very severe : and during the cholera 
I went tlirougb the hospitals twice n day, speaking to every 
man, There were seven hospitals, some two miles asunder, 
and tbe nearest two thousand yards from my bouse. This 
in such great heat, and being myself weak in health, was 
ti-yiug. And then, when all ai>iJcared safe my dear boy 
was struck down ! And Henry t — of all the terrible deal 
of agony I witnessed his was the most terrible : I trust< 
father will not know this. The last half hour he grew 
calm and stupiHed, and even slept, and my foulis]! h( 
i-ose, and we hung over him watching his breathing. Mer- 
ciful God ! but this cholera tries the nerves of the heart 
III this small place, where altogether we are but a handft 
Europeans and natives seven thousand have died. I 
lost 800 soldiers, and we are the portion most cnred ft 
having hospitals, able doctors, every comfort, every att 
aiice. One and all cried out as they died, Oh that it 
in battle I This was the prevailing feeling. A dying Bi 
anid to mc. Oh general if we weri.' dying in battle with 
we should be happy ! but to die thus ! And how ligl 
would have been U) me, comparatively, had my dear boy 
smashed by a cannon shot. The mind and heart 
nerves all sink under these pestilential slaughters. 

" When trying to cheer up the dying men my looks 
as If I I'elt the contidence my words cxpri'sscd, but 
coidd I keep from tears. There were thnw carta with 
horses plying constantly to carry awoy dead bodies, hcai 
their legs stifly sticking out — and then the bi 
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round ! It was sbocking to all, and to me who had a w ife 
aud eiyht young ones ! I am thankful that but one fell I 

" On the 6th day John went with me to see a aiek soldier 
of my escort, who has been with nic from my arrival in 
Sciiide, and whose hoi-sc was killed close to nie at Metui.ce. 
Poor Baiidelii was in his agony, and when my dear boy and 
I left him we were very low, and John had the day before 
loat hiB child : neit evening he too was gone I The evil 
spirit hits hard ! 

" August. — Outram'a book is come. I have not I'ead it, 
but William" — his nephew — " tella me it is full of egregious 
lies and misrepresentations, and dull as ditch-wafer. Poor 
charlatan ! By the stress he laya on my not speaking Ilin- 
dostanee, and * the langwii/e,' one would imagine Outrani 
was an adept : he cannot speak a word of Persian, nor of 
Sciadee, nor of the Beloochee language. He could never 
pass even in the common Hindoatance, in which he can 
only just make himself understood: that he cannot wi-ite 
English every one knows. 1 shall contradict a statement 
which William tells me he makes, about my not telling Loid 
EUenboi-ougb of the teriiloiy along the left bank of the 
Indus when the disjiute with the Ameers was going on ; it 
is 8 sample of bis work and the public may thus judge of 
the rest — my 'racking Ht/drabad' is capital. 

"Prom the supreme government we get no answers to 
anything, and the complaint is general ; but I say nothing, 
being afraid of the imputations of jealousy nt the 'glories 
t)f the splendid victories' Jealous of the generolshiji on 
tiie Sntlege I Jesus of Nazareth I Your plan of camjiuign 
never reached nic before" — See Admin iatruti on of Seinde. 
" It is exactly what should have been done, and the not 
dotng it would have lost India, had the Sikhs had a soldier 
at their head, instead of a traitor and fool like Lall Sing : 
but British soldiers will tight through anything within the 
bounds of possibility in these countries, 

" I have told Hardinge frankly he ought to take the Pun- 
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jaub this season : it is iiecessnry for our own glory, for 
interests of India, aud for humanity. Whether he is aiigrv 
or not I do not know ; he toM me I had changed, liaiing 
before said the Sutlege was the best boundary — Yes I li year 
ago. It was so then, but why? Beeause you have the 
Niziini nith six millions of discontented subjects, and the 
King of Oude with three or four millions ; ami God knoni 
how many othera within your territory : wherefore yon 
should get your farm in a ring fence before going to the 
Indus. But I added — ' you must have war with the Sikhs, 
for either they or your own treasury will forcfi yon into ii 
icry soon. Now my Lord you hnvc been, as I said ynu 
would be, forced into a war, and you have won four biitlW: 
why then aiTcst the progress of your arms ? Why ohligi' 
yourself to keep up an army of observation instead of one 
of occupation 7 Your conduct meets with universBl appro- 
bation and therefore I am wrong; but my opinion ri-ninina 
unchanged. I would plant my colours at Peshawur. Yiia 
say a Sikh government ia good between the Hindoos and 
Mahometans of ABghanistau: I daresay it ia, but a Brilish 
goi'ernment is better.' 

" How he n-ill take this I know not, hut it is truth. He 
has no military head near him, and in truth his own sccmf 
to be confined i-ather to great presence of mind on a field iif 
battle, without extending far as to great plans of opcmtiori. 
Long quiet life baa so directed his thoughts to party politic* 
and financial details, that he Is a better secretary nf mi- 
than commander of an army. My conviction is, that !■ 
felt unequal to the details of command or he would hut^ 
taken command: he could not wield the weapon, and htr 
error in vohmteering to be second proves he felt rightly. 
Had he been master of his game he would have taken 
sTipreme command, and thrown the details on Gongb. 
do not know but think this, and T think also that he 
good fellow, honest and true-hearted. 
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'ttane. There is ulwaya bread to be had in the world, and 
as our old Uncle Richmond said to my motlier when he 
wanted me to marry, 'God sends bread where He senda 
mouths.'" 

Charles Napier did not confine himself to advice ; he gave 
him the means of getting bread when Lord Panmure took 
it nway with gross oppression : young Napier was deaf and 
durnh, and was not ' Dvwb.' 

" I have acul the Prince of Wides a Belooch sword, a 
good present he may he assured, for rough times are to 
come: whether he will use it well or ill our children will 
pee; he will have a set of rascals to deal with or the world 
will change mii'aciilously. There is one sure chance how- 
ever of making him a great man ; let Lord Ripon be his 
tutor, with orders to counsel his pupil every hour of the 
day, and give the prince strict orders to do exactly the 
contrarj'. This would accomplish what the education people 
want: for first it would teach the child agreeubly, as dis- 
oWving a tutor continually and being always right would 
make it the greatest pleasure. Secondly it would produce 
reflection for ascertaining exactly the tutor's views and 
wishes, to secure an uninterrupted road of useful contra- 
diction. The prince would thus, in a Machiavellian way, be 
led along the paths of wisdom agreeably. I think David 
must have given a Ijord Ripon to Solomon. It is said they 
have got iip a newspiijier at Bombay to attack me, and 
mbscribed 30,000 rupees: Outrani's name at the head of 
the list. 

" Journal, Sept. 27th, — This day, thirty-six years ago, I 
was shot through the head at the battle of Busaco, and 
still ut times siifTer much fiom the wound, indeed always 
when a cold acizcs me. No one who hag not been hurt in 
voinc part which affects the sight, smell, hearing, or passage 
of food, can tell what small hut constant sulTering is under- 
gone : for thirty-six years I have not known what it is to 
breathe freely! Well, all men have their cross, and no 
cross no crown, say the Quakers. They are right. 
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" I am irregular now with my journal. My mind i» ill 
suited to discuss the vexations preying on it ; puhUc onrs 
I cart; for little, but I have others like the rest of the irorld. 
Outram's book is out : be is au unprincipled fellow, with- 
out gratitude or truth in his composition. Some things 
in Hardiuge have lately staggered mej others make me 
think myself unjust towards him: I am disgusted with 
public life. My family arc augry at my not being made a 
peer ; I laugh at them, and think they all set me too high, 
feeling that I was a mere instrument under God's hand bv 
which He worked his will in Scinde. Yet E am vain ; made 
so by comparing myself with others in public life, and see- 
ing what is only deserving of censure lauded as perfection. 
Yes ! I am more skilful than those people and their sur- 
roundel's. I saw but one man at Lahore on whom I set a very 
high valtie — Lieut.- Colonel Irwine of the Engineers, who 
seemed to me to be a soldier : the youug ones were exoclleut, 
hut had no masters to t«ach them. The young Hardi 
are niee lads, especially the elder who has lost his 
then there were my own three trumps, John, William, 
McAIurdo. John would have made a first-rate soldier 
heart is broken at his loss. Montagu McAIurdn and 
William are two boys whose courage, sound sense, and de- 
votion to tlieir work, make them real soldiers both, and able 
ones. How my heart bleeds for the loss of the third. 

" When I went up to Lahore, my hope was to have oppor- 
tunitics of giving each some enterprise singly to train 
to distinction and command, and not having the opporti 
was one of my great disappointments; it was greater 
for myself. I was confident of my own work, knew I wis 
a general, and that no Sikh chief could have stood buf<ire 
me. I have no mock-modesty, but the specimens of Indiaa 
generals I have seen do not lower my opinion of tnyi 
though it leaves me open to my dear old Susan Fro«t'« 
vourite saying — ' Ai/e, boy, by haps he is the best, bul&ad'a\ 
best.' " 



i 



ppor- 
tbaiB ^ 



EPOCH XVI. PEEIOD Tl— 3CINDE. 



SIXTEENTH EPOCH. 



SIXTH PERIOD. 



SvYTtRisQ from an incipient mortal disease, produced by 
mortification of spirit and the fatigue of "the accursed 
journey to Iiahort' :" — suffering thus, Charles Nnpicr en- 
tered his sixty-fifth year, with enough of mental dla> 
quietude and bodily pain to crush any spirit less endiuing 
than his own. He worked hard, but for bad masters, 
with as little hope of favour as a religious reformer could 
expect from Spanish Inquisitors ; yet he did work most 
zealously, having the honour of England in new, and the 
prosperity of & people who had by their subjection obtained 
B sacred claim on his fostering wisdom. With these objects 
he scorned the relentless enmity of cabinets and directors, 
of factions and of fools. 

A change of Administration relieved bim from Lord 
Hipou, but brought into power the Grey family to augment 
the enmity of the men in power. Sir John Hobhouse 
succeeded Lord RiiK)n at the Board of Control, and dia- 
ployed at first good feelings and good-will; but he was 
unable, if willing, to restrain the ill-will of others: — ill- 
will developed without regard to truth or decency. Let the 
following sample suffice. The author of this biography, 
being then Licutenant-Govenior of Guernsey, heard from 
Sir John Hobhouac that some of the ministers were favour- 
able to Sir C. Napier's appeal against Outnun, but the 
majority were with his enemies, and they ' were Legion' 
Such WHS the expression. That tbcir saying was ' would 
you ruin the poor devil for writing against Sir C. Napier, 
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ivhfiii General W. Napii^r remaina lieutenaiit-goveruor, 
publialiing the CoaqiicsC of Scimle ?' 

Tills was to assume, witli flagitious sophistry, Uiat the 
Conquest of Seinde was fibellous aud untrue; whcroas it 
was an exact histury of events, written with good faiih, 
founded on aud sustained by parliauientai-y and other 
official documents ; it did not contain a word deviating from 
social or historical decorum, to give a right of comparison 
with Outram's brutal libels on Sir C. Napier. It was 
written in defence of a brother, foully assailed by fiictioD 
when his life was being daily csposed to battle and pesti- 
lence, written without bis partleipation ; and to mix it up 
with bis appeal, as a general, against infamous and un- 
provoked aspersions and breach of discipline was a mean 
and dastardly pretence to cover pereonal enmity. Proof nf 
that enmity was inEtantly obtained. I, the author of the 
work on Scindc, formally, id writing, proposed that u 
dismissal from uiy government should instantly tuke placi', 
on the express ground of having pnblished that history :— 
provided Colonel Outram was brought to trial for hid libels 
and insubordination. There was not courage or honesty 
enough to accept these tenns, and the falseness of Uic 
avowed ground for protecting Outram was thus made 
manifest: to drive me from my government ancrwanls 
under other pretences was an easy task for a Grry, and not 
more honourably executed. These pitiful proceedings did 
not make Charles Napier swerve from his just and bcndiclal 
course. 

"M. Genl. W. Napier, Feb. 25th. I have made a hurried 
aud imperfect sketch of my government, written 
about two hours for Hobbouse. ^'cither he nor any 
knows what 1 have really been about, and seeing in 
papers that they mean to chiuige the fiirni to ibeir cm 
Indian Government system, I thought t» give Uobhousc an 
idea of what il is they ai-c going to change, that they maj 
work with their eyes u\icn, and then change. I send 
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(Opy. I have a farewell letter from Lord Ripon to say ; — 
much he had approved all I did, avid tfianking me .' This 
■ my answer. 

' My Lord, I have the honour to acknowledgct he receipt 
tit, and to thank you for your letter dated 7th July i which 
towever places uie in a position distressing to any tnaD of 
proper feeling. I mean that of obligation for expressions of 
private kindness, while as president of the Board of Con- 
trol you have refused me justice. Your lordship refers to 
the "difficulties" which I have had to encounter in Scindc. 
The greatest and the only painful one has arisen from your 
lordship's conduct relative to Major Outram ! While I 
pJuvo strictly obeyed, though nith great mental suffering, the 
^•rders to be silent, issued by the Govern or- General of India 
to myself and Major Outram, that officer has been, not only 
allowed but by your silence encouraged to attack me in the 
public prints, and in a book. And I now tiud from Lord 
Uardinge, that your lordship had long ago resolved that I 
■diould not receive support from government. My lord, 
rou must excuse me for saying, that if my conduct in 
hiinde deserved the approbation which it has received from 
per Majesty, from Parliament, from the Court of Directors, 
Ktd &um yourself, it deserves a better return than the in- 
Utice which I have received from your lordship. — C. 

(SfAPIKH.' 

" The governor-general writes to me that he had instruc- 
tions not to notice my appeal any farther 1 This was in 
November last, and is his answer to my second appeal of 
last August insisting on an answer, which I imagine will 
reach home about this time. They are miserable wretches 
these directors, with their secret committee. They, with 
Lord Ripon, the journey to Lahore, the vexations, the 
cholera work, and the toss of my poor boy, for I loved him 
as if he was my own son, have nearly done for me ; aided as 
they have been by the roasting of the summer, by dysentery, 

morrhoidH, and the immense labour of arranging, and 
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asgpmbling tlie army at Roree. For though Lord Ripon, i 
the House, laudt-'d liis friend Sir G. Aithur for the i 
bling of that army, what had he to do f just to give ord 
for six regiments to be sent to Si'inde: the Bombay ( 
mandcr in chiefj the head of the navy, the adjulaut i 
quBrtcrm aster-gen ei-als did the rest, and it was not mm 
altogether. But in Scinde we bad to organixe and ma 
the whole machine for hnndi-eds of miles ; to provide c 
riage with vast exertiona ; to move the whole of the 1 
train of artillery provisions and ammunition; to fol 
bridge trains; and to furnish as well as move a compl 
engineer's park of siege." 

It must here be called to mind that Sir C, Napier had ^ 
peatedly pointed out to the governor-general the eertaiO 
of a Punjauh war, and had desired leave to prepare befoi 
hand, but was absolutely forbidden to do so, and aasura 
were given that no war would take place ; that finally he H 
suddenly told of a battle and ordered to form an army | 
the fiuld ; an army of 50,000 men and their animals, though 
the fighting men were but 15,000: the extraordinary efforts 
rcquii-ed may thus be measured. 

" Well, I stood all this, but another such summer I could 
not weather : I have lost 81b. in weight, and have no breath 
for exertion ; they tell me it is dyspepsia, but I get well t 
that and the shortness of breath gets worse ; the winter i 
set me up or down ; I must take my chance, and no hot 
way of losing health than in harness. I have oScred to a 
eleven regiments away to Bombay; Ilardingc has only ■ 
lowed four to go, I am sorry for this : I wimt to show ( 
knaves that no more ^Idiers are required here than the 5Q| 
originally intended for the occupation by Irf»rd Anckla 
Meanwhile I am delighted to say, that the kajilat from C 
ti-al Asia, which used to go to Beila from Khelat have n 
made arrangements with nic to come the safer road | 
Sebwan, from whence to Kurrachec there is an exi^elb 
road now, and safe : formerly it was a very bad and i 
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rolls one. From Beiln to SooQoraecanee it is not snfe ; and 
between Khelnt and Bella it is very dangerous indeed ; be- 
tween Khclat and Sebwan luy name keeps the peace, aud 
the result is that Soonomeeauee, the rival port of Kumichee 
just beyond our frontier, is sunk : all the trade comes to 
KuiTachec. 

" My collector of customs lately went up to Beila and 
has just returned : he was there surrounded by slaves, 
entreating Uim to take them away. Their niasters came, 
but were afraid to touch them lest I should be angry : ao 
they said, put their hands in ours, give them to us and we 
will force them home, lie answered. No! I will not inter- 
fere, for the Gi-eat Suhcb would be angry ; but I hope they 
will come with me. At last seeing him resolved not to 
interfere they carried off their poor slaves, except two who 
had an axe and defended themselves, keeping close to his 
horse: they are now safe in Scinde. He says a corporal and 
six men going through that country would produce a rising 
of the slaves i they all know freedom is found in Scinde, 
and are kept in chains, 1 fear in consequence. Meanwhile 
one of the neighbouring Belooch Chiefs has sent me word, 
that if 1 will give him land he will come and settle in Scinde 
with fifteen hundred cultivators and their families I I will I 
You shall hear more aliout this. I am having several officers 
tried by general courts- martial for military crimes ; and 
several conductors for robbery; for 1 am resolved to support 
discipline though Ripon wont. We are getting hold of 
some nice statements in answer to the scoundrels aboul the 
jewels. Had I not given the Ameers' women four days to 
collect ornaments and help themselves without molestation, 
we should have had above two and a-half millions priae 
money instead of four hundred thousand ! " — This alludes 
§t o one of the infamons slanders encouraged by authority, 

Biely, that Sir C, Napier had stripped the Ameers' women 
I their oniaments, and had even taken the bed from under 

B who was in labour ! 
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" Journal. — Lord Eipon has been my evil genius for sixte 
years. It makes my English blood buil to sec oar countr 
deatiaies entrusted to such a man. Good and great Gi 
what other prfx)f can we require tbat Thou, and Thou 
nilest our destinies ; or what would become of the honi 
niid happiness, the safety of twenty millions of p< 
entrusted to such a man 1 

" We have discovered a passage by inland creeks ft 
KutTBchec to the Indus: — Honra! Now if I get Mill 
kote for a boundary, my good fortune will be compli 
Kurrachce is now tbe real mouth of the Indus 
unvarying, rocky mouth, with a harbour; not one of tl 
shifting mouths, one year shut, another open, accoi-ding to 
the river's vagaries. We shall be able to navigate the 
Indus from Kurrachec at all seasons, and the devil will 
drive trade like fire. This will give the lie to the raseala 
who are running down this glorious country. They will 
not let me govern Scinde without troops as I wish. Mj 
masters do not know wbat justice and honesty are, 
consequently know not what they can do ! Fifty years hi 
it will be said of me, that I knew the people and the couni 

The directors, who would not let Sir C. Napi 
his plana for making Kurrachee harbour, and who em 
vourcd for some time to ruin what he bud don* 
employing English engineers to push forward his views; 
the same time however, ignoring him and his worki 
such a man had never existed I Sir Henry Maddi 
of Kurraehee at a public meeting, had the mean, tbe mi 
able effrontery to say, tbat place had been but a poor 
ing village when it first came under the Company, but 
now a flourishing place ; it was a vile attempt to appropriate 
for the directors all Sir C. Napier's couquests, gloriea and 
labours ! 

" It is said young Uardinge has been taken by tbe 
not true I hope, it would distract his father, poiir 
No one seems to understand that these barbarians cannol 
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trusted ic such matters. We will have it that their rules of 
honour and oars arc alike, when we sec daily, and all 
histories declare, that nations in a state of harbaric grandeur, 
or its remains, are inhuman, and their chiefs sacrifice every 
principle ft>r safety, convenience, or debauchery. They hold 
on indeed to one or two grand points of honour and rehgion, 
and on those you may trust them with some security when 
you cannot help it: but you are never safe except from their 
fear. Self-interest you may trust, provided they see their 
interest : I trust the Scindians because they have no leaders, 
no money, and have a conviction that we can pour immense 
forces upon any point we please. Last winter gave them a 
lesson. One British army defeated the powerful Sikhs, while 
another started up in Scinde by magic. I know the 
Scindians said the English were like ants, you see one here, 
another there in solitary wanderings ; hut let one of them 
find what he want^ and in an instant myriads are there. 
" I am very weak, my hour of going to those I loved 
comes on, if the terrible events of the last four years which 
have covered me with the hlood of men is not a bar ! hut 
that I do not fear. God who has permitted war will not 
condemn those who make war under circumstances beyond 
their control. He knows I make no war from my own will, 
^^nd that my heart bled almost as much for every Belooch 
^Bjiiin as for my own people. To thia my great and admir- 
^^P^le father reared me ; to this he, whose like I have never 
^■ieen for grandeur, or for gentleness of nature, whose body 
and mind were both cast in the richest forms of strength 
and beauty, reared me, not as a ruffian to dchght in blood 
hut as a soldier to save hlood whei-e it could he saved; and 
to wage war for England with a heart hent to soften its 
miseries to man: this 1 have done. I Lave fouglit against 
I my will, against my exertions, and my prayers. When war 
t«me I made it my first duly as a victor to reatora order and 
iKpress insult and violence ; and to the result ! uo auger, 
> revenge, no strife has hcen in Scinde since ; all has hceu 
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peace, and my heart has rejoiced at the amclioratioti i»f the 
people's condition by the battles of Meeanee aod Hydrabui). 

" I have taken the lives of mardcrei-s : I, a aioner, have held 
a strong hand over my fellotv sinnera ; but was it for cvU, or 
for any personal advantage ? Assuredly not. I judge not 
my fellow man, as one full of diaobedience himself but as a 
ruler to protect the weak against the strong, the suScring 
against the tyrannical, the poor against the rich. I feel 
reproach only on one point, love of money for the sake of 
others, not my own sake. I take my hire and save it, bi.-- 
cause I prefer my own and my brotlier's childreD lo more 
just conduct towards people hei-e. I do not mean stuffing of 
guests, but that I should give more in charity, and not doing 
so I sacriiice primary to secondary objects, which is a sign of 
a weak mind and bad bead. This I will try to correct, and yet 
am so anxious about my loved ones that my delight is lo 
provide for them by economy. When I started in life I had 
not a penny in the world but my pay, of four shillings and 
eightpence a day ; and for years of my youth a heavy drain 
was on it, which no human being, not even the object of it, 
knew of, yet here I am in affluence : and now my prayer i^ 
that God will assist my weak mind to use well the riches 
baa given. 

"October 13. — This day, forty-two years ago, my Fi 
died at the Wella near Bristol : he eipired a martyr to hi( 
duty. Few men of his time equalled him ; I knew none, 
nor have I since met with one. Sir John Moore and the 
Duke of Wellington are the nearest; but neither Rluore, 
handsome as he was, nor the Duke of M'ellington had his 
looks or his bodily force; and in him both those gifti 
surpa)«sed by his mental endowments. ^Vhy fate cast hia 
so differently from some men of ordinary abilities ja to 
not easily conceivable ; but it may, in a great measure, 
from his want of subserviency: men in power feared him. 
His force of character used to break out even without his 
knowledge and intention, and the demon of jealousy, 
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^fierce in vulgar minds, kept down the superior merit it 

^Eftreaded. England was the loser ; and mankind is, and cvet- 

^HQI be governed by the dull minds which it loves to honour. 

^ " October 16tli. — News from Lahore that we are getting 

into trouble by helping Goolab Sing; this is not inipoasiblp, 

ne ought not to have set him up; we ought to have tsken 

the whole country. Perhaps Uardinge thinks so too now, 

and is sending these men forward to have a stronger graap 

of- the counlvy when the mask of moderation is thrown off. 

With all his physical courage however, he does not take a 

bold view of politics : on the field of battle he is equal to Sir 

Launcelot du Lac. 

" October 18th.— More news. Emaum-oo-dcen, afanatic, 
has hoisted the Mahometan flag in Cashmei-e. If bo, it is a 
result of Hardinge's talk of making a Sikh governor, as a 
counterpoise to the Mahometans of Affghanistan. Does he 
fancy all the Mahometans are in Afghanistan ? Dues he 
forget that the Sepoy ranks are filled with Mahometans y 
One-third of the Bombay army are Mahometans, and nearly 
all the cavalry. What then becomes of a Sikh Government 
between us and the Mahometans? Sikhs, Mahometans, 
Hindoos, one and all must be held by force of arms, and our 
pi>licy is plain: — Seize every point of strength by arms, 
keep them by arms, and show oui-selvcs resolved to nile the 
empire we have won. It is true we have woti that cmpin; 
most unjustly, but it is now impossible to abandon our 
position. We may not rcti-eut, and can only hold our 
ground by skill and cournge, 

" It is not by moderation but by victory that we must hold 
India ; and we must mix with the people, give them justice, 
give them riches, give tbem honoiirs, give them share of nil 
things imtil we blend with tbem and become one nation. 
When a half-caste or u fiill native can be governor-general 
we shall not hold India as a colony or conquest, but be part 
inhabitants, and as numerous as will be required to hold it 
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high. Outrun was afraid of him, for be w far supei 
Outram in ability and could not be by him kept ii 
he therefore wisely enough let him aloDe. WTieu I 
in Sdnde the Bombay troops were without discipli 
those 1 have brought under eotiimand some are disctn- 
tenlcd; ao they may be, let [hem; but I have taught most 
of them their duty, and there are soaie superior men, like 
Lieut. -Colonel Roberts, who justly estimate the ayBti-ra 
of obedience which alone forms an anny, but which hwl 
been so injured by the system of politicals. 

" November 2nd. — A k'tter from Lahore. Hardinge has 
seut troops as far as Bimbu, to support Goolab Sin^. If 
Goolab enters the pas»'ii and couquers Cashmere all is well, 
and our troops can fall bacJc to the Beas and Sutlege ai 
Hardinge intends : but if Goolab is beaten, are we to leave 
him or fight f If the first we admit folly tn supporting a 
tuuD we have not force to put in possession of what he has 
paid lis for. We shall then be in a fnl»e position, cramming 
down the throats of the CaBhroerian people a hated siiil 
hateful villain, of whom Uardinge said to me, ' Hr it lAe 
most thorough ruffian that ever was created : he is a villmi 
from a kingdom down to a halfpenny.' Yet he makea 
a king ! and this is called ' moderation !' 

" Nov. 6th. — ^Emaum-oO'Deen has not surrendeivd ai 
aifood position for several nionllis at least. These Bastern 
barbarians are too acute to give in till the last moment if they 
are in difficulties ; and if tiourishing they never give up, on 
the principle of a wise policy, because they never trust to our 
acting honeatly : they never do bo themselves, and we have 
not given them much encouragement to trust Ob. Scin^ 
is perhaps the only instance of our acting honestly for a 
period; and that only since I took the command, 
nothing could be more fold than Lord Auckland's politi 
Pottinger and Outram, w«re, I'ottinger was the best, and 
by far the most honest : he appears to have been forced inlo 
foul play. Outram's falsehood and deceit were natural.. 
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" So King Goolab can't get into hU purchased kingdom ! 
but if the Cashuierians have courage, which is very doubtful, 
we may siag — 

Oh • Qoolab Sing, 
We mftde ;oa king, 
All oal or moderation 1 
But Ba^B Cashmere, 
Taa ahsn't come beie, 
And all ia balbcration I 



Now giva mo back 
Some hundred lac 
Paid for your moderation. 

Quotb Hardinge No I 



lo 



I't do s( 



For I hare gal no mouej, 
Bui Ibe chamber door 
Of the sweet La whoro, 
I'll iratcb for you my hoac; 1 

Lall Ring and Punk, 

Ma; botb get drunk 

While you may take Caabmcre, 

Repay your ca^li I 

'T would be toDresb, 

I cannot be cashier. 

"November 7th. — I am now allowed to get rid of eight 
regiments and five batteries; this ia not enough but will 
lighten us, and pleases me as governor of Scinde, while 
paining me aa a general. For the pride of the soldier will 
be hurt by breaking up thia beautiful little Bombay army; 
with which I could march to Pcshawur, and make the 
Punjaub as happy and as ilourishing as I have made 
Scinde. But as civil affairs have ever taken precedence 
of military affairs in my mind, both from I'eoson and feeling, 
I am far more interested for the good of Scinde than for any 
fame at the head of an army. The troops do good here, they 
1 attach the people to us by spending money; 
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but I Lhvc b higher odject, namely, to sboir 
luJia may he attacbcd to lu by justice and proper govcni- 
lueiit. All our ilifliciiltics spring from bad govemiuent in 
this eastt-ni empire :— that is from the directors, the 
luinious tyrants.'' Oh I thanks Lord Wellealey foi 

" I am sick of public life. Would 1 hare been more con- 
t(.-nt than non ? A niuD is weak who CAnnot be content 
under hia star whatever that is ; niid to he content, fl« 
Graham Moore, Sir John's brother, said to me, wc uiniiC 
look IkIow as well as above us. Contejit is true religion. 
Fouls think I love war; vilUiiis »ay I do : both falsely. But 
it is a great and noble science when well applied ; and feeling 
ibat I have only employed it with honest purpose to save 
those entrusted to uiy charge, by God, I cannot help aiL. 
ardent desire to do it well I My mind has been devotcdi 
the study of it ; for bow could I else command with bi 
how answer for the lives of those entrUBted to my dti 
An ignorant general is a murderer : all brave men confide in 
the knowledge he pretends to possess, and when tlie death 
trial comes he fails because be has not studied hia Irade. 
Their generous blood llows in vain t Merciful God I how 
ran an ignorant man charge himself with so much blood 1 
I have studied it long, caraestly and deeply, yet ta-mblc at 
my own delicieucies. 

" Nov. 20ib. — HarJinge ought to have let mc know before 
this what has been done about Outram. lie is too 
the scn'aut of the directors, and too much afraid < 
press. May I never fall into that weakness : it is tei 
when other men's fate is to be iiiflueueed. The press 
immense advantage to the public, but of equal injury 
restricted; and no man of common honesty can deny 
l!ic editors ought to be men of good character, not hk 
have been condemned for crimes against soeic^. 
told the me»8 of the Seinde llorsemcn is the great 

abuac against me ; though, with exception of yuung 
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m, I have given them all their appointments. However, 
men, a mixture of good and bad, we meet with 
. every day. In private life we can generally avoid 
BillaiDs but in public life we cannot. 

"Dec. 3rd.— Au infamous letter in the Bombay Times 
lont William's Historj', as regards Stack's brigade and 
McMurdo. People seem to think it was written by Dela- 
niain. I cannot believe that brave man can be so base a liar. 
I have never mot men so lost to honour as I have met in 
India ; however I will never suppose any man a blackguard 
untd proof ia given." 

It was soon discovered that this was ooe of the detestable 
modes of warfare employed, marking the character of the 
whole, Delainain, a man of the highest honour and 
delicacy, was ill at Lausanne in Switiscrland at the time, 

kmd the scoundrel who wrote the letter for the Bombay 
7hnes, d»tpd it from Switzerland, to give it the semblance of 
&nning from Delamain, and then secretly spread that it was 
from him. Delamain was incapable of anything dishonour- 
able, and capable of everything noble. 

" Dec. G. — If private war is at all allowable, it is so sniely 
when a man is attacked as I have been by this wretched 
fellow Outram, without having done aught wrong against 
him or the public. Like all men 1 have my sins of temper ; 

^^(rf swearing like a trooper, which is vulgar and a vile habit ; 

^Kltf not being 'charitable enough; of ambition, overmuch; 

|t that is ambition to do my duty well and cleverly before men 
as well as before God ; of being too arbitrary and violent, 
letting judgment halt tamely after action : in all these things 
I am frail and culpable. But as regards a vile government 
that lets such meu us Lord Ripon control the fate of a better 
man than himself, as I am, there is no self-reproach. That 

I government permits, encourages a breach of discijiline towards 
DM. and towards all authority, by a man for whom t had 
(Uced the anger of Lord IHIIenliorough, and for whom I 
■kI done all that wan kind and generous; towards such a 



462 



LIFE OF CHARLES JAME8 KAPIXB. 



govemtncut there is no self-reproach, having Berved 
perhaps it is not often served : life, health, funily, * 
tting has been as nought in the scale against niy d^ 

" The thanks of Lord Ripon and his friends, the Court 
Directors, who wonid grind one hundred millions of poor 
people to powder for Incre; their tbauks to me for this, have 
been to support the insolence and falsehoods of this unj 
fill wi-etched Ontram, Properly dismissed by Lord El 
horougb, be was restored to office solely by my interfe 
and now, after doing bis best to destroy my army, is made 
tool of by the Bombay gang and by the directors to spirt 
their hatred ujion me, because., admiring Lord Elleuburoagli, 
I speak my mind, disdaining a sneaking sycophancy ; and 
because Lord Ellenborougb invested me with the patronage 
of Scinde, and I have used it with strict justice for the 
public service, Outrani indeed, exce<'ding even their fi 
hoods, accused me of ))roviding for my ' oatond 
the honest and excellent Charles Curling ! His mothi 
never saw but once, and that at a dinner, and after be 
his brothers were men ! Never was a man worse tn-atcd by 
a government than I have been. 

"Dec. 12th.— This day five years I landed at Bombay: 
they have been stirring years. I have gained two victories 
and conquered two countries, for Cutchec is a large country 
and was thoroughly conquered. For England I have not 
only gained the land of Scinde but the good-will and attach- 
ment of its inhabitants ; freed tbeiu from the horrible despot- 
ism of low debauched tyrants devoted to the basest revolt- 
ing lusts, and ignorant how to govern. They had riches 
and all the instruments of power and pleasures in abundance, 
yet to make their people happy never entered their heads ; 
to make tbem pay taxes was the only subject of thought. 
Having dethroned these wretches, I have in four 
made Scinde so flourishing that she now begin 
grain, which I cannot learn was ever done before, 
during the Ameers' reign or the Kallora'a before Hieto. 
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^BwUl bethe granary of Itidia if well ruledfurtbe next fifty years: 
^Bbot that I do not expect, they will change my ayatcm and she 
^^irill be overwhelmed with taxation to pay for an exti-avagant 
govemtDeut. Sciude might be the richest ofkinffdomB. Were 
I king of it Kurraehee would be my capital fur a veiy little 
while; my troops should reach Babylon, and Oaiidahar should 
be my capital, or Babylon itself. I have however done souic- 
thiug more in these five years. I hove learned that man is a 
vain fuol, that all is vanity, and the happiest man is he wbu is 
content and religious -. but to be content men must be fed," 

His journal for 184() ends here: a retrospective selection 
from his private correspondence shall follow. 

I"M. Ocnl. W. Napier, Oct. 8th. — I am wasting life in 
Siu climate of death : it dries up the European frame like 
^e hot sand of the desert, and I no longer feel myself of 
ittiuch use. Ilardinge is good and hoaourable, but we are 
^tty diffci-eot in our ideas and character, and he is said to 
court the directors and civil servants. You will say that is 
nothing so long as we are friends. As rulers it does signify, 
because these civil servanta, many of them, aye the majority, 
work darkly against me without Ilardinge having any idea 
of their doings, nor can 1 prove to liim that it is so ; hardly 
could 1 give even to you an instance to bear out a com- 
plaint ; yet I feel it is so. In Ellen borough's time, for all 
tl did or pi-opoaed to do down came an answei- affinnativc 
# negative, direct and deciMve, with reason and cause In 
>ir¥Cry line. Now I get no answer for months; and then 
flOlDes a weak letter, at least whut appears to mc weak ; I 
do nut mean maudlin letters like Lord Ripon's, but letters 
jSIed with secondary not primary matters : full of kindness 
Ihough towards me personally. 
" Id April 1845 I concerted a draft treaty with Ali 
Moorad of the highest importance, not only for Scinde in 
itself but as a frontier province of India. All my letters 
and personal explanations have failed to obtain an answer. 
^HiAU I ask, all Ali Moorad asks, is for an answer, yea! or 
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nay ! SpcukiDg to Hariliage about it ut Luhoi 
me by sHjing — But Ali Moorad wrote privately to say 
forced this on him against his will, I nas not a little 
prised, because Ali Moorad had forced it upon me! if 
e«n be called forcing when both sides thousiiht it fiti 
but be proposed it and worried me to complete it! By 
Indian rules Hardinge ought not to have received any letters 
except through inc; I said nothing of that, but asked for 
copy of this letter, which I could not obtain from Mi 
Ciirrie, n psalm -singing gentleman, perhaps fit to be 
ai'cbbishop hnt not fit to govern an empire Nor bai 
pot any answer to any of four letters wnlleu to him aiu 
many to Ilardinge, privately, telling them that Ali Mi 
positively denies having written the letter in question 
ehallcngcs me to produce it ! 

"Ali Moorad is so angry at the treaty not being settled 
that the aflair is doing great harm, and I am placed iu the 
awkward position of appearing to have thrown upon a pre- 
tended letter my own wish to break off. This a i: 
prince of course attributes to my desire to do him mi* 
uud doubts our faith altogether. At the same lime all 
of reports are spread about the Aniei-rs' restoration, w] 
would endanger his safety. Very weak policy this : dri 
to enmity a frontier prince who was, and is, willing taJ 
ours body and soul ! And it hurts that couGdcncei 
British faith which Lord Elleuborough and myself h;ii 
carneMtly sought to establish in these countriei. 

" That all this is the civil servants' doing 1 feel snre ; 
I have also, from good authority, assurance that at Call 
nil which relates to Scinde is cast aside in the office 
with. Oh! Sdnde ! nfver mind that, it will do awj time. 
rannot hut believe this to be true when I get nu answct 
anything of importune*-. Yet it is useless to eomplaii 
)>]ieak of this, and utterly impossible to remeily it. 
Ellen borough's return alone could put such utnttcnl 
rights ; moreover I may be wrong in thinking tliia 
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ination is altogcthpr directed against 
heard that tlie complaint is general ; no one geta an answer. 
On the other band Hardinge, I believe, justly estimates the 
Bombay villainB. All this makes me feel of little use, but I 
JUD auiiouB to get through the following points before 
Quitting the government, 

" First. ReductioH of force. Second. To establish uiy 
Bystem of taxation by abolishing all the vexatious town 
duties, and establishing posts of collection along the fron- 
tier for import and export duties: this I have done, but 
want to see it work. Thiril. To get possession of Mitten- 
kote, which would at once give ua the hills from the river to 
Dadur as a frontier, instead of being as now, a line of rob- 
bers' ni'sts. Unless we do this and get Dera the hills will 
ugain fill with robber bunds, and to empty tbeni again will 
be no easy job ; but if we occupy Mitten and Dera the rob- 
bers will not collect again. As to my political barometer for 
quiet, it is certainly good. All the Hindoos had been forced 
to make loans to the Mahometan Bcloochccs, and the latter 
paid or not as ciinvenient: under me the Hhidoos have en- 
forced payment, and the two raeca hate each other for this 
as well as for their religious tenets. The Hindoos are the 
most numerous, and if any misehief was brewing they 
would discover it and give notice. My belief is that a 
sudden rising is impossible; nor is it desired, the people are 
satisfied : even the rascal editors are now compelled to ac- 
knowledge the complete tranquillity. 

" Now let me speak to you about your work — the Con- 
quest of Scinde. I believe firmly that, far from hurting me 
it has prevented my being crushed by the Bombay villains, 
by the secret committee, by the Court of Directors. That 
some inconvenience should arise from the hostility of the 
civil servants was natural : how can any good he done by 
man without some evil, much less without some inconveni- 
ence? This however is true: — when niy spirit has been al- 
most broken by heat, ill health, and the torrent of abuse 
L 3t 3 
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poured ont upon all I do, or enulJ do, by vilhiiTiB ss unprin- 
cipled as ever eusted and by difficulties hard in their nature 
to orercoine, your book has, like food, given me strength and 
TJ^ur to throw my enemies off and go my own course. 
People may talk about despising newspaper abiiK ; but 
to be held up to the world as a liar, a murderer, a ruffian 
without feeling or honour, is very disgustiDg when wc know 
that at least half of our countrj-meu believe every wunl 
of it. 

" Despise the wrilwa I Yes t one does deapise them as 
we despise any asgaesin, or a venomous reptile; but ire can- 
not despise the wounds they inSict. Take the case of Ali 
I^Ioorad. He reads the Bombay Times and Courier and 
finds every sort of atrocity ascribed to me by uiy own coun^ 
trjnien : will he not be iufiuenced by this F The French 
Colonel Aloutou said to me : — 

"'Your Delhi Gazette and other newspapers said you 
were preparing to attack the Punjmib, »nd were calling on 
your governor-general to do so. AVe all knew you raeaat 
to do so, and the anay then said, Icl m begin and have the 
Jirsl blow!' These were his words, and I know how much 
mischief the editors have done me. They killed Ros* Bell ; 
they cannot kill me, but they have made me almost despair 
of being useful, and would have quite done no hut for your 
book, which gives me assurance that I am right and that 
the world has the means of judging of my real conduct. 
Do not therefore regret that you have written. It cheers 
me, and it requires four years of Scindian sun to know how 
the miud and body, wasted by that sun until both lose all 
vigour and elasticity, require cheering. 

" Your offer to !!obhoase of being dismissed to pi 
justice for me, was, thank God, not accepted by hii 
argument of my enemies is specious, not strong. 1 
never complained of tnith, or of opinion, but of gi 
qualified falsehoods: — and Kipou writes to me not to beed 
such thbgs but do my duty steadily, while he tiot ouljr 
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heeds them, but is guided by tbccn to injustice against me ! 

I.Tes I yea I I have clearly Been my own position from first 
Id last and repeat that your book has saved me. Why even 
Moore's greatness and death could not save his fame; even 
Bow it i» bhirted upon by miHcrable scoundrels and idiots. 
'Bad he been defended at the time as you have defended me, 
this would not have happened, and but for you in later 
times lie would have gone overboard altogether. Now, when 
BO gloHous a man aa he was could not by his own great 
deeds, against such an opponent as Napoleon, get justice 
rom that country to whose justice he appealed when dying 
f his wounds in the bliize of victory, what have I who am 
ft dwarf compared to bim to expect ? 

" Brown has just left me : he has been reatling Outram's 

Mk, and says he never read such unqualified falsehoods." 

Brown served under Outram as a political, was govem- 

tatmt secretary in Seinde, cognizant of every event, and a 

■nan of great ability and honour, 

"Two things have gratified me in a silly way. A painter 

htsre, Mr. Smart, has hit off roy face well, and the 12tb 

N. I. have saked me to sit to him for them : the 25th N. I. 

also have from Bombay sent for another. This is flattering, 

Libr in both regiments are many of OutrLim's old friends. 

pUr. Smart has also had some twelve or thirteen orders from 

jshmen and natives. One from Agha Khan, the ' old 

f the mountain I ' lie ia a great friend of mine, very 

1^ and very rascally. He never wears anything but u 

and I have exchanged daggers with him. lie 

I to dethrone his cousin the King of Persia, and his 

illowers are innumerable and spread all over India and 

I Asia. Have you got Edwards' tbawing of the hill passes ? 

iThey will show you what mortal places they were; and yet 

tire all agi-eed that Tnikkec is in reality more formidable 

1 the drawing represents it. Had I stormed it, and the 

oldicrs were all mad to try, we should have had hluod 

uough to have made mc a peer ^ for in passing the chasm 
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they would have poimdrd mb with rooks as w«Jl ne tire. 
My Bi-loofli battuUon beat all the others on the mareb rn 
Bhawalpoor ; DOtbing can tire them, and tbey were wild lo 
light the Sikhs. 

"M, Gciil. W.Napier, Nov.Sth, — My enemies arc mimcr- 
mis, nnd spread over two cmpii-es ! Even people who knuw 
nutther Outram nor me are working agninst me : however 
patience wiii in tiiue bring out truth. The spirits sink 
under sncb abuse and injustice : — such abuse as the editors 
theniBclvea say with exultation, no iiiati ever yet had poured 
out upon him by the public press. And for what? Tell 
Hobhousc how much I value his kindly feeling, and disjm. 
^ition to do me justice amidst this storm of ill-trealQient, 
which I lay entirtly at lK)rd Ripoii'a door. I would rather 
have to do with any felou fi-om Newgate than with him 
who, insensible of honour and incapable of decision, is 
re^dy to sacrifice another man's honour to his own ease uid 
idleness and incapacity. I doubt Sir John Hohliouse being 
able to do me much good : Mr. Crawford, the companion of 
Reid in the secret minute affair, is now in London working 
against me; and Reid himself is temporary governor of 
Bombay. My enemies ai« I fear too powerful for Hob- 
bouse; however I can afford to hold such fellows in con- 
tempt, and I do so. Our army will soon not he an army 
fur service; war will then come, and ignorant soldiers 
have to do the work and carnage will abound." — Crimt 
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" Hardinge I believe wishes me well, but hia 
things is wrong. He meant never to have let me hear of 
the vile minute concocted at Bombay by Reid, Crawford 
luid Willoughby : he told me so, and said he was govci 
general to prevent not to foment quarrels. This washoi 
because I should not have known he thought so if be 
not told me it was a mistake of the clerk, who ought ni 
hiive sent the letter! Whether Hardinge ever wrote 
0. .\rthur to say how wrong the minute was ia unkoowi 
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■M. What Q good government it muBt be that tries to 
testress thoge wLo are serving it with zeal and honour, and 
|i may add wllli success! Sir G. Arthur writes to Lord 
'SeatoD, that I was ' shamefully treated by the Bombay press.' 
TVhy did be not order his attorney -general to prosecute for 
libel T that would have put a stop to it at once, as he well 
^^Ictiows. Willuugbhy was his dry nurse, and the author of 
^Hfhro-thirds of the attacks on me. 

^^V " ' Moderation ' seems, from the papers, to be leading us 
^Bfinto a mesa in the Punjaub. An intruded king; politicals 
^V again over generals ; a people recusant, with a sti-ong coun- 
^H try ; a leader and an army in existence ; an approaching 
^K winter, and our military operations restricted to the wrong 
^Bt^ua for entering Cashmere. The intruded king Goolub ex- 
^Bdduded, after having bought what we were privileged to take 
^ but scarcely to sell to one whom the people hate. The 
kings of Lead en hall -street will soon be puzzled to keep up 
their pretended moderation. Hardinge's real motives were 

• plain enough : he did not feel able to besiege Lahore, Umrit- 
Wr and Govind Ghur. lie was short of powder, he saw that 
unmensc activity and energy were necessary to success, and 
be had not niean^ for any of these operations ; his large 
force was immovable, not fit for a campaign. [ was as- 
tounded at it and know not what he or Gough could have 
done with such a force ! 

" An amiy of observation will turn out costly or my 
mistake is great ; yet I would bet on what I wrote to Ilar- 
dinge. He seems to think the size of the rivers an impedi- 
ftinent for us, whereas, in my opinion, it is an immense ad- 
Itantage. The information sought for by mc has not yet been 
; but it is almost certain that [ could take steamers into 
ktiie heart of Cashmere, and form magazines at Mazafnrabad. 
I We conlii then, early in the spring, run into Baramula when 
I the job would be done. And when Cashmere was ours, a 
n good officers spread through the valleys, doing justice 
[orously and protecting the ryots and manufacturers, 
Itould in three months make the grand valley of Cashmere 
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dtvoted to us ; and in a ytar or two, o happy pcojile 
pay CO lacs & year in luoaey aud kind. All tliis I 
our uiismaQagement has thioitn away. 

" Hai'dinge will nut reduce my force IxJow 8000 
he says my reasoning is 'close and sound;' but that all 
would be right while I urn here. This is not well fouudcd. 
The people are not quiet because I am here ; thej- were so 
at first, but now they are quiet b(.-cau»e they are gvlting rich 
and enjoy the fruits of their labour ; because justice makes 
them happy. Their quietude is not it result of fortM;, and 
will not be affected by the dimiuutiiMi of our troops : it is 
not fear of me but love for themselves. A n»au whom ihc 
Ameers drove from Scindc has recently offered to 
with fifteen hundred cultivators and thi^ir families, aud 1 
given him old Kurrnchee, now a ruin, six miles distant, 
held it originally and promises to rebuild it. Kathbomff' 
who is hot in argument, but a noblc-hcarted aiid noble- 
headed fellow, says I must stay two years more or evil will 
befall : but another hot season woidd I think put 
side my dear boy John ; from tliat however I hnvi 
to flinch, save that of seeing you all first. EuctuiH'd 
copy of my letter to Ilardinge. 

" LoKD IUrdinoe.— I feel perfect confidence iu the tmn- 
quillity of Sciudc, for the following reasoiis which 1 thiak 
.ou.d:_ _ 

" 1°. There is no leader who has money. ^M 

" 2". There are no chiefs who are in jtossessioa of p^| 
perty in Scinde that ^viU risk Ihc loss of it by inaurrecttOD. 
They have all they possessed, nmst of them more ihaii uuilcr 
the Anieers ; who, having themselves become princea by 
conquest within recent memory and even the life uf some 
men, were not in jmsscssion of the hearts of the peojile, nor 
even of their good wishes : their avaricious gpTSJi^ug at 
money had greatly aliennted men's luinds. 

" 3°. The condition of the poor is very much improTcd ; 
everywhere work is plentiful and wages high : before, wiga% 
beyond a little gvaw, were not the fashion. 
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I "■*'. We have few robberks or rourdersj and the latter 
have no political colour. I reed over every trial myself once, 
sOBietimea twice, thrice, and therefore have not only the 
crimes bnt their causes before ine daily, and not one has 
taken place of a jioliticul character; most of them are of wives, 
ind a few from blood feuds between families : not a Sepoy 
i0r an Englishman has even been insulted since we took the 
country ; we travel where we please without guards and with- 
i^ut danger. 

The rich Hindoos, who are more sensible of dan^r 
tflBD any other class of peojile, are perfectly at their eosc : 
tiiey apprehend no danger, and say the Mahonietuns and 
iudees are satistied, and have no cause of discontent. 

6'. The Talpoor family have all run. One army de- 
ited the Sikhs while another asaenibled here, in an instant 
Imost, must have made them feci our power was beyond any 
Attack they could make. 

7". No opposition ia anyuhere made to our police : on 
fiie coiitrttry, our police geuendty receive assistance from the 
villagers. 

These things form the ground of my confidence aa to 
kolJing Scinde with a small garrison, a confidence of two 
years' growth, and which was complete when I left the pro- 
vince with a great portion of the troops to attack the hill 
tribes in 1844-5. And again last spring, when the Sikhs 
made their attuck. The only thing which can disturb Scinde 
is the rumour, so often repeated, that we are to give back the 
country to the .\meers. This has greatly injui-cd our com- 
merce, and must do so ; for the merchants being all Hindoos 
•re determined to abandon the country if the Ameers return." 
Here follow militaiy details of no interest, 

"M. Genl, W. Napier, November 15th. — Lord Lynd- 
burst'a letter would be very flattering if anything could Hatter 
iBie from men in power ; but 1 am callous to expressions of 
nood opinion. I feel no misanthropy, but am suspicious 
■f all public men ; and this has made me begin thus, lest T 
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aboiild forget it wliile telling you of little men who arc nut 
811 bad. ^That I liud liuard of Jacob gave me great paiu, 
and it is delightful to tell you now that he was grossly 
belied ; he has proved aa true as gold to me. That he ia a 
friend of Outram, and has bceu so all bis life is true, and 
Outram wrote to biin to get information for his book. 
Jacob's answer was — 'I am sening under Sir C. Napier's 
banner, I aui under the deepest obligations to bim, and can 
never think of PU|)[ilying information to be used to his hurt 
or dislionour.' This was honourable, and has given me 
more gratification than I ean well express : for to think Jacob 
a traitor was painful. My resolve was that nothing should 
make me change my conduct towards him as an officer, or 
make me the general of a faction, instead of the commander 
of an army ; still my intent was to tell Jneoh he must ex 
plain, or all respect for him as a man would cease. 

Jacob's letter was only a deeper ti'eaeher)-. 

" For myself, little ia my care about anybody's opii 
the duke's is fame, yet I confess to feeling it less vali 
since his pi-aiae of the battles on the Sutlcge, which was a 
mere political bolstering up of a bad military job; but I 
suppose he could not help it. Henry is not satisfied 
Lord El leTi borough. I am. He cannot pet off the 
of a Tory education, and will not attack the conduct 
party : that is all. My mole has now reached sufficient^ 
deep water, and a steamer is this day lying alongside to 
take in cargo for Sukkur. I have appropriated two war 
atiamera, the only river steamers wc have, to tbia ciperi- 
ment of trading by the Indus. A grand step louarda the 
commerce of Central Asia haa thua been made. The Kur- 
rachee merchants are a little timid, or rather cunning 
want to frighten me into low fares — good men ! m 
culations were made as low as we can afford, and if yoa 
not like them, buy steamers for youi'selvts ; or, as before. 
send your goods by camels to Skiharjioor : — no force black 
pig if you won't eat grains. A camel reaches Shikarpoorill 
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^^Rtg weeks, a steamer in stitteen days! A camel must be 

^^■jpiarded, and may be robbed ; a stcanicr is safe, and one man 

^Vntends the wliole mercbaudize, wbereaa eacb eaniel requires 

a man to lead and another to guard, making some thirty men 

for a ' knfila,' to he kept and paid for,perbap8 three months! 

Oh ! they will come to my shop. 

i"Tbe rich Shikarpoor merchants are cleverer, and take 
larger views; they see that the price of freight must be 
finougb to cover the cost nf fuel, and arc all ready. I am 
however making the ofBccra of the army a little sulky, by 
refusing them a passage in my merchant steamers. I know 
they would go on board, occupy all the room, treat my 
rich merchants and supercargoes with insolence, and very 
probably drink and thiash the people. ' Know Ihtjself' said 
the oracle, and next to that it is good to know our couiitry- 
Q ! I will give passages in the war steamei's, but not ia 
I my merchant steamers till my experiment can ran alone ; 
1 then I shall turn it over to the merchants, who will not be 
f able to retum to slow camel carriage : at present my little 
I child must be nursed. 

" The Cape affairs seem badly conducted, Maitland is, 
I lay my letters, going to advance across the Key river with 
I 8000 men and a week's provisions. Stockenstrom is head 
I general, with a council of missionaries and traders who sell 
I gunpowder tu the Kaffirs. After that as George says, cQinea 
I a horse to be shaved. Thus arc soldiers' lives sacrificed, and 
I widows and orphans made to wee|> and starve ! Had George 
[ been there these things would not have hiipj>ened I think ; 
I be would never have given an excuse to the savages to 
I attack ns ; and having a war be would not have done up 
r Dragoon Guards in attacking a jungle. Nor, when his 
BBVttlry were done np, would be have got into the open 
jplains with his infantry to catch Kaffirs and be without 
>visions. 

"A letter from llobhouse, who supixiscs the govcmor- 
beneral will tell me what is done about Outram but he 
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K mrmcs or 
c to coHHHBicaie wkk kiM direct abo^ tlie 
»di I wim(L : I kid miteifcmrrto do so 
s to a mam so KBOOBt. of what me 
X ? He $&^czLii:«d all I axid to kia MMtos and idj 
iker^Bve MiKkkf onlr ecwU aecrwc Goolab 




iirKzzijnt Sik: ke m>k 3000 pcimicn^ skmiicd aD ike 
ckaA a£v^y kaa rliriini t^ ockcn^ tkat it ao fv as not to 
kxil «ttr^K, and sac ^em to die at tkdr lilb^fa ! Tlds 
» Ganfak's gvm aceoast ct kimscif, wkkk it indeed the 
asly iovfac to ke tkr jvm c« tke ittt : kis posaion for flaying 
fieopie a£i:vie s» wdl km^ivn. It vai rciBazked at tke durbar, 
tkiC wkes ve were at s io da ced to kiai ke scareelj nodoed 
WOT cue x=.iil I w^i zs.zrz^xxtd^ wken ke made a profoiind 



■* Treae r«?:pLe sar^ lie creases* resp^etrt (<yr my gtx>d for- 
nzae : — -V»w^. Tisfj crre Eie no credit for ability, but for 
HIT I-»:k. wiici :i«fv sit i* a c^bc: looser ikan anT man's 
c« e^ink. iku :i 2« ttus ;o of>p><e me ! This is useful, or 
lac^Mfr w>5U be u w:kz were u> recv*aimenee : an enemv so 
tL'ni"-.; vo<£)d be kalf-beaien beK^eebAnd. So mu^ {or su- 
p«reci3-TCL. d <^:k K be ; of wbicb I kave my doubts^ for 
a^sifrszecly I hir^ f^-oj^tl my neskt^-tiy and blunders, and i^no- 
lastore* <^ cockscj^i^clT lum oa: adT;uiu.seoa5 as to feel asoamed 
«< peuise : my rVeLzis i^ rr.At 1 am a grea: hammer used by 
soGne scrr^or pover. Ye^, tLe barbarians are right, my luck 
ft» =iT cdv a&ent. vkka u:at rum at anv moment and I 
skill sink to ocULZiarT uisstf&sktcis : that will not chastise 
pe>^ in ice fvr 1 biaT^ xsooe. This is a large dose of self, 
be; I tjlk bev-a:£se I am mock better; thnee weeks ago my 
kocLT seesaed c<i r^Mf poin: of soiking. 

*^ Ag^-n I hiiY beard of Jacob : he is not sound after alL 
Tke Biets^ of the Soinde Horse is the place to hear me abused. 
Efexy officer in it owes kis appointment to bk^ except Sir 
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Poulteny Malcolm's nephew. He has nothing to thnnk me 
for but a wigging, which I gave him once when in fact he 
bad not done wrong, but it was necessary to bring them all 
up for loose discipline — the fault uf Outram and England, 
Wid young Malcolm was the first I fell upon. I also refused 
tn application by Jacob for getting Malcolm more pay. 
Yet this nice lad is the only one who does not rnn mc down 
It the mess 1 I will tell you alno, that Lieut. Stack, Out- 
nm's eoiisiii, to whom I gave a deputy collectorship, hcepa 

I perfectly clear of all blackguard work and acta like an lion- 

\ Durable man. 

"What makes the T^mes down on rae?" 

Who could answtr that question? Self-interest is the 

I moving power of the Times, and like the piston of a bad 
puinp brings up all sorts of impnritic^i, 

" Ilobhousc seems a fair and honourable man : I hope he is 
BO. I am deeply obliged to him for his frank support ; if he 
falls short of what is justice, I shall place it to inability not 
inclination; he is like one surrounded by enemies, and his 
evident desire to do me justice is very agreeable. I am anxi- 
ous to hear from Ilardinge, and think, as I appealed home, 
I am bound to abide by the decisioo nftwo honourable and sen- 
sible men like Hubhouse and Lord Hardingc. Pray tell the 
former that my appeal going home was my own fault not 
Uardiiige's: my feeling was that it would be indelicate to 
•ppcal against OutraAi, whose abuse of Lord Elhnborough 
Was outrageous, to the powerful brother-in-law of Lord 
Ellenborough — that is indelicate towards Lord Hardingc. I 
mode it also to the Queen's govemmnit, erroneously thinking 

I it would be decided by the duke, and little imagining it 

L VDuld be referred to Lord Elipou I 

' It is a cri[ne to have left the Punjaub and Cashmere in 

r the Lauds of such murdering villains a« Goolab Sing and the 
Other ruffians who torment the poor. Lord Seaton wrote to 
ae that it was a crime, and we may add with Talleyrand, 
^ac, ■ politicRl fault. We had right and might, all thiiigi 
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widgw 



on oar wde except pmrtUr, and in my eoasaeaet 
that WBS the nal secret nf our inoJeraticn. 

" There will aooD be a aorj in the papers aboot the widgw 
at Noor Mohamed." There weie fifly. "This is thi 
TcnioD, Some tune ago she, being the mother of Shi 
wrote to me, nying wttfa their usual cant, that she 
staning becanse a dcUy of one or two days had beei 
in paving the rery large, and tumecesaary. allovBDce granted 
to her and the wives nf the Atneers. I wrote instnnlly to 
Hydrabad about the dclar, and found it was a mere nct'i- 
dcnt. Soon after this the lady wrote again lo nie for leave 
to Kod small articles of elotbing and a letter lo her son 
Shadad, and also foar senants, as she wished her people to 
aee him. My answer was that the lieutenant of polii^e would 
gire her passes. Soon it was told to me that there was 
mischief ioToh-ed ; that ireasure was sent : hence, a» Shadad 
i« a state priMmer, it iras my right to know what was scut 
to him under my saneticHi. The police were consequently 
fluTcted to stop the serrants and if treasure was found to 
•ebe it : they did so, and neariy 18,000 rupees were found 
concealed in bags of rice. Six thousand were in gold bar*, 
tbe rest in different coius, showiog that it had come out of 
the Ameen* treasury and ought never to hate been in the 
lady's poeaessioD : this was one of the poor staning ladies ! 
I sent back ber letters unopened, and all her moim' ; and 
her servants also, tliougb she and they are one channel nf 
corre:»pondeace between tbe Lion and Shadad ; ho«L'vcf, 
having no fear of tbe Lion I did not open the letters to as- 
certain. 

" The ladies are merely cloaks, except the widow of Mcer 
Knrteem Ali, an iutriguing old wnman with a deier violent 
adviser, an old fellow called lllina Kosmea. He wvs a 
slave originally, but for many years a tniuisier, is our deadly 
("e, and I bsve a great respect for him because be luakcs no 
secret of his enmity : moreover he eeiied old McPhcrson by 
the neck and nearly choked him, when as pnic agent 
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'was taking an inventory. This according to his notions 
would be foUowod by instant di?ath, and the Sepoys did 
want to kill him, but Mac saved hint. On this a story 
a made that I had flogged him I And already the stop- 
rpigeof the lady's treasure in proclaimed in the papers at 
■Bombay a heinous crimp ! Aa to Loid Jocelyn's nonsense, 
11k was, I hear, on the Board of Control with Lord Ripon, 
wAaA is Outrain'a great friend, the latter being his toadeater. 
"Dec. 25th. — I hear the directors are trying to get me 
tprived of prize money as commander in chief; that I am 
have, not one-eighth as usual, but one-sixteenth. They 
1 probably Bccoraplish their object; but it is said Hob- 
will have a voice and may perhaps prevent this in- 
I'lOBtice. It will not be fair to let Sir Jasper Nicbolla get 
what I won : that he will claim it if I do not get it will 
be the natural course, for there must he some commander 
in chief. I have been told Sir Thomas McMabon had 
thoughts of claiming it, but that may be a lie. Well, my 
r^rls ai'e safe wilhout prize money from my economy, and 
I that is all I care for : so none of your Indignations. 

" My revenue will fall next April, for gi-aiu is so abundant 

Kit sells at half price, and taxes arc paid in kind ; and crime 

BllBA everywhere ceased with the cheapness of food : all the 

»rding rascals are now pouring their stores in also at half 

My canal department is now also fairly at work. 

|iA nephew of General Nott ia at the head of it, and I am 

wry fond of him. lie is extremely clever and very hard 

working hut runs a- head, fancying he can make all his 

work better, and in fact he does, but thus makes a {lerfecl 

plan the primary object and cutting canals the secondary, 

r Vhich is putting the cart before the horse. I am fortunate 

Ldao in having at last got back my favourite Featc, as chief 

•Engineer, who is worth twice his own weight in gold. Had 

[ bad bill) from the fu-st Selude would now have bi^cn a 

r in advance. Mi's. Veate is as good as be is, merry and 

fiXty, and with right good sense. Exportation, which has 
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now begun, will cure our revenue as to ovenibnn( 
seasoiDi, and so keep all steady. As to tbjs year, bad prices 
kept up we should have filled the treaaury, but poor people's 
bellies would have been empty. I thank God that the 
bellies are full, the treasury tow: every shilling taken be- 
yund the just ejipcnce of goveruiueiit in any couutry is a 
robbery. 

"A sad affair has oceurred. The Bhoogtees still iu the 
bills having had a bad crop are starving, and came dowo iu 
desperation on our frontier. They were about 1000. Our 
outpusts turned out and Lieut. Moore fell in with them but 
was too weak, having only tweuty-five cavalry and sniueof our 
settled Jaclcranees. These last said tliti Dhoo^tcea were too 
many, yet began slanging tlie latter, and iu skirmishing 
kilk-d the Bhoogtee chief: — not Islam Khan but a Bcroudarj' 
man. Moore thus drew the Bhoogtces out of the jungle 
and BBw their numbers. The Jackrances said — they will 
beat UB, but if the sahib chooses to fight we will cut our 
horses' lliroats and die n-ith the sahib. Moore, nut wishing 
to die, retreated till he joined Lieut. -Colonel Stack at 
Meerpoor — not the Liou's capital — and there found Lieut. 
Greaves who had likewise fallen lu with the same bndy and 
retired. He also had twenty-five sabres, but instead of 
sending expresses to Shapoor for a move by Ooeh to cut off 
the robbers' retreat, he only seat to Shikarjioor for helpj 
nor did he tnni out the ryots, who were ready and willing. 

" Welt, Colonel Forbes despatched Colonel Stack with his 
cavalry and a large body of rifles from Shikarpoor to 
Meerpoor, where, though knowing the enemy were not above 
1000 strong, Stack lost four hours, left his infantiy behind 
and advanced at miduight with 250 sabrcj, neither man nor 
beast having been eared for as to food. Sighting the enemy 
at eight next morning, all infantry and on a large desert 
plain, he saw beyond them the dust of the plundered cattle 
going to the hills slowly, for cattle go less than two miles an 
hour. The robbers draw up, clash their shields and defy hi 
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aiid Colonel Stack wheels about and goes off t His horsos 
Kiwere knocked up, they aud the men hIso having been with- 
|ijOBt food or water : so he says. 

I have sent to have llie ground surveyed; for Stack 
i-eports that the Bhoogtcua were in a nullah, and my know- 
ledge of the plac^e leads ine to doubt a nullah being there; 
but if ao he could have got round them and attacked the 
ittle, when they must have quitted what lie calls their 
tition. Neither Moore nor Younghusband seem to think 
as any obstacle to charging. If there was Stack 
old have remained there and sent for his rifletnen ; but the 
■S^oogtees could have but little aniniunition, and he had 
■ifK) or 60 carbines, besides U.bO pistuls whose range is above 
[) yards to first graze. The Bhnogtces are now said to be 
Klnving a feast at Deyrah in the hills over the body of their 
rtaiu chief, who was celebruted as the most daring robber 
■inongGt the tribe ; they vow vengeance on the Jacki-ances. 

" You see whatever Ilobhouse was doing has failed. Tell 
him however, that 1 am quite aware he is not an autocrat, 
and am grateful for his exertions whatever they may have 
been. Young William, Rathbome and Brown, who have read 
Outram's book carefully, pronounce it a mass of gross 
falsehoods. How, by the way, could I have asked you to 
answer it 1 Ob, my head must have been confused with over- 
work, for my earnest desire was that you should not. Pray 
tell Mr. Savage Landor, how obliged to him I am for all his 
kindness about me." He had publicly defended Sir C. 
Napier, and sternly rebuked slanderers with all the power of 
language for which he is so celebrated, 

" I have had a cringing letter from Lord Ripon, full of 
gratitude to me for having been civil to his cousin, a youug 
officer here; but not taking any notice of my letter to him- 
self: my thought is not to answer. What indeed am I to 
say ? Ilardinge is dreadful about answers. AIUt two years 
one has come about Ali Moorad's treaty : and such an 
answer I It disturbs long-settled questions, and makes 
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^=Snh» vkfv DODe exist. Tims nine important ktten, 
cssMSxvd from 1^14 to 1846, are answered by one wliich 
d>H i»» £^^ : cc ilie coDtmy. I am Texed at tliisy for lie 
i» a cond &3ov : bat be is in tbe bandi of tbe cirfl serrants. 
Oaf 4OKCO0II is tbat tbe treatr is not worded as asiial with 
Ib&a t2«ab»! Well! I can easOr pot in tbe eternal 
tesiuuejfr of iLe son and moon ; and tbat oar Ctiendship is 
to bsc wnzzl ibe nn takes pbyne and darkens the moon : 
Aaa win lasc k^f&r enoncb for tbe endarance of our friend- 
fkiTv. Mr. Clerk is to be cowinor of Bombay : he will 
pcvinKy dck well a» be is said to be a elerer man. Lord 
FrVrbococA I beuicT\e likes him. Haidinge told me. Clerk 
Bzaie a pev^fvisal to cross tbe Satleee in the campaign 
wh^ l^^iOO zsea ; li:^ does not speik much for his warlike 
«c:"SK f X" be wx:«id bare been beaten." 

After S:j- CLkrLe* Xiroer kn Soinde, Sir G. Clerk was 
CilLid ~T«:'Z. f.-r & :^:r*:ct on ihii cvr-antrr, which he had no 

Ml * • 

C:-:ir* :c TLikkir.^ frvz: f*er«o:ial kD-"»wIedpf, and it was con- 
rrccc'i TT T*: f:i~- semut* niidcr him. It is shallow as to 
iifi 'li.r^il r-iTT. izi s? ^er.OTSvMisJv tJse and ignorant as to 
ri'i fr.iZv.'cjI >:Ar* cf Nrinde as to be a disgrace to the real 
ii:i:r. Mr. G.\f£>ir:;: : :- nae, i: is a report which a judi- 
c. •.■::> :r.iz w:c'i !::•: iive ^-^t his name to without verifviuff 
zhi ri^:> : z:c be Lls aij-ptcd oiher men's prejudices and 
ra.>sj:cs "■ V'c 7<'rhir*s he d:i not syTnpathi>e with them : 
:: r-f i:.l :: '■is w:.r<«p ihaa :::'udic:ous. He mav be a 
c.:yiT nixi: -;i£r:i:t*:-ss. but his ictions have not been such 
A> :; T»i:7*juz: h:> s::::ni: in j^i^men: upi>n the sovemment 
vf S.r C Nir:-:r. wh:ch was abc-re his calibre. 

" HiTt-; v::: tyv"v:t;^ :h<: S.*:Tide vitws, taken bv mv extra 
JL .^^ii-ri-.r F-iwiris? Tiev sir^ ixpetiSiTe and I think you 
«;di hi.*: :..:r.:::'r^'i ihtz: :: tbev had reached vou. Thev 
w;rir :4Lk;r. Vy Lfu:, Eiwards on our ir.arch to the hills and 
art ^vV, ex .7. V-u: :hi i::An who did the prints has added the 
r:vt54 Kirk^'.iri !:::eT-r-n:ss- Ed "raids savs he had not bin? 
tx^ «i\ :.' :h s." 
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Here was a proof of the venomous wfttclifuluess of Sir C. 
Napier's enemies to spread slanders. This set of engravings, 
got up with the greatest care and espence and published by 
Graves's house in London, was sent forth, without Edwards's 
knowli;dge, accompanied by a letter- press embodying 
Outram's falsehoods. Sir C. Napier's own aide-de-camp 
was thus, when grievously ill, unwittingly made to appcfir 
as the slanderer of his general and the repeater of libels ! 
Who was (lowcrful, naabgnaut, and rich enough to effect 
this? 

"Henry Napier, Dee. 25. — Hardinge tells me he will 
positively remove the troops from Lahore : such at least 
was his purpose a month ago. He will then find what half 
nieasurcH and moderation come to. Perhaps he is right, 
the world says he is so: I see danger. His cspences 
exceed the revenue by a milliou sterling annually; and 
neither Ikladras nor Bombay pay tlicir expences t I do not 
know anything about Kladras, hut would make Bombay 
pay within a year; it is both nonsense and robbery not to 
do BO ; they do not know bow to govern here in the East, 
they arc too fond of money to know how. 

"I am quite for St. Paul's for my dear hoy's cenotaph. 
If not there, at Chichester; or at Paddington where bis 
mother and our mother are laid. \\*c saw yoar beautiful 
notice of his death in the Times : it is all true of liini. I 
ride hy his grave almost every day. His death has brokea 
my nerves to pieces and they cannot ever recover, hut these 
things must happen, it is man's fate. Why did the Horse 
Guards not make my poor hoy a major for the hill cauipaign ? 
I scarcely got thanks from them, and my staff got nothing 
but hard work 1 I care not for myself, but I do for these 
boys who worked so hard at their duty, giiing up all the 
pleasures of youth. To a tottering old man on the brink of 
the grave this i.s nothing, but they arc deserving of acknow- 
ledgments and that they have not bad. For a bad wound, 
^Xlfo battles, two campaigns, and acvcral single combats. 




McMurdo has got a company I 'WhQe.meB ^ 
manded companies vhea he was at the head of i 
important department have been made C3. YmmiJ' 
are getting very blind : my eyes are strong in the 
but to read, especially bad bends, puts my hee in 
convnlaionB, affecting my bnun from the wowid. 

"Miss Napier, Dec. 25th. — A merry Christmas to JM 
my dear sii^ter, if Christmas is merry to old animBls like w- 
We here are all merry for we have got oar letters, whidi to 
my wife and me, both betn^ ancient, is better than Chnit- 
mas gambols, whose merriment is confined to the jmnB- 
Your letter is however dated on, to ns, the terrible ISUH" 
October, when we lost one of God's noblest works : stitnt 
and beautiful in body^jiowerful in mind. And if goodn* 
virtue, tenderness, ever were possessed by mortal min oV 
dear father had them all. Well, you and I must uoa 
know the great mystery, and so I will no more than qwM 
Bums' lines ; — And with him wheresoever he be, ift. ijt- 
Yon will soon see my dear little Charlie. He is a bnal* 
shouldei-ed beautiful boy. Whether he means to grow up 
so I cannot say : but he is a very stout chap now, and I 
wish him out of India. lam quite well for sixty>iive, the last 
five in India, and four in the hottest part; but I don't sup- 
pose you expect me to jump over a five-baned gate ! Not 
to be done my dear, unless on horseback, that I still conld 
and would do. Now good night." 



END OF VOL. lU. 
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